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The new Minolta 
Movie C-50E 


with intelligent selective autofocus. 
Try it on the Mother-in-law! 


Ordinary camcorders can only autofocus on The target frame with Minolta’s new intelligent 


whatever is in the central target frame. selective autofocus, widens to keep all eyes on the 4 
happy couple. " 


The Minolta Movie C-5OE is a VHS ‘C’ Perfect pictures as close And even more features: 


camcorder with so many advanced, u want 

intelligent features, designed to give asy0 ’ Ht ole ab eee ae TV 

you better pictures more easily. Unlike other camcorders, the C-50E lets = vlewtinder, directly througn your IV or 
you get as close as you like to your through your VHS videorecorder 


Intelligent selective subject (the surface of this paper for (cassette adaptor is included). 
autofocus example) and still get perfectly focused —_@ Superb pictures from HQ (High Quality) 
pictures. 8 head VHS technology. 
And with the advanced dual-area @ High speed 1/1000 sec shutter to 
autoexposure system, combining both freeze fast action without the 
spot and average metering, together osuel biar 
with computer controlled white . 
balance — the C-50E gives perfectly @ Instant review button to play the last 
exposed colour shots too — when few seconds you've shot in the 
ordinary camcorders can let you down. viewfinder. 


Another world first — @ Built-in calendar/clock. 


F @ White fade control for professional 
ibe nore, bmi effect transitions from scene to scene. 


‘ : @ Self-timer and new interval timer 
The Minolta Movie C-50E has a allowing creative time 
powerful 6 x zoom lens as standard. lapse filming. 

As optional extras, there’s the flexibility 

On a shot like the wedding picture of four interchangeable bayonet 

above right, or when you're shooting mount lenses. 

action like the skateboarder, the These will give an amazing 24 x zoom 

Minolta Movie C-50E switches from its across the range, that'll take in all the 

normal autofocus target frame to a family, to the smile on the brides face. 

wider one. Automatically. And what's more, which ever lens is 

It’s the world’s first camcorder used, you still have the benefits of 

autofocus system that keeps the main perfect autofocus. 

subject sharp, even when it's not centre 

frame. Only Minolta can do this! 


To: Minolta (UK) Limited, Elsinore House, 
43 Buckingham Street, Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 2NQ. 


Please send me the free C-50E video and colour brochure 


DEMONSTRATION TAPE 


(While stocks last) (IN BLOCK CAPITALS) 
Its pictures, not words, that'll prove the Address 
astonishing Minolta Movie C-50E to you. 
So use this coupon and send for the free 
15 minute demo VHS tape. Or go round to 
your Minolta Dealer and see itinthe flesh! -——_sPstcode 


© Minolta (UK) Limited 
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JVC 


RECORDERS 


HRD500 POA. 
HRD320 POA ips 
HRD400 POA |iuce 
HRD230 POA® 
HRD530 POA 


SONY. SONY TELEVISION 


SONY 14” KV P144GY Basic ............. 
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=} 
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0% CREDIT ON 

ALL PRODUCTS 
WISHING ALL CUSTOMERS AND READERS 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


0% 


FINANCE 


GREAT PERFORMANCE "What Video Quote What Video Quote 


NEW ARRIVAL Best Picture Yet Knock-Out 
Fine Machine Performer 


a PANASONIC NV-M7B 
STOP PRESS!! : 
INCREDIBLE NEW YEAR 
SPECIAL OFFER 
CANON VME-2 


COMPLETE WITH £200 OF ACCESSORIES 
MRP £1099.90 


wow omy £799.90 


Interest Free Credit Offers does 
NOT APPLY to this product 


PANASONIC NV-MS1B 


S VHS g 


What Video Quote 
Excellent Picture 
with Titler 


SONY CCD-F330 


\VA 


hat Video Quote 
Strong Spec. 
Good Performer 


FINANCE 


What Video Quote 
Excellent Picture 
Best Buy 


What Video Quote 
Super Light — 
Fair Picture 


GREAT 
NEW ARRIVAL 
SUPER VHS: FULL RANGE OF JVC AND PANASONIC MACHINES AVAILABLE NOW 


N 
a 
o9/ |some Good Advice... 
Buying a camcorder can be an awesome task. Which one do you choose that is right for you 
FINANCE | 2nd whose advice do you listen to? 
Oo It can be a very frustrating experience . . . and a very costly one if you make a mistake! 
FINANCE 
0% giving you the all-important chance to buy in complete confidence. 
0 This service is also backed up with the keenest prices, thereby making HI-SPEK your No. 1 


That’s why our approach in assisting our clients has been so highly commended. 
FINANCE | choice for all video requirements. 
1-349 111 


2-3 camcorders which can all be demonstrated to you, and you too can use them all, thereby 


We invite you to come to our pleasant, clean showroom and talk to our sales staff. After 


deciding what sort of machine you're after, we will prepare a_ shortlist of perhaps 
What Video February 1989 


Ui 


Sony CCD-V100....... 
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VHS-C FORMAT 
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Philips VKR-6841......... ini 
Sharp VLC-650 NEW8 x Zoom. Hs ore hag 20 
VHS — FULL SIZE ITT Nokia VR-3769.... £369.90 
$ ITT Nokia VR-3929 £349.90 
See ITT Nokia VR-3938 £499.90 


JVC HR-D 320K . 


JVC HR-D 750EK Hi-Fi Nicam . 


Panasonic NVMS1B.............. 
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Bauer Bosch VCC-550 NEW... 


8mm VIDEO 8 
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Sanyo VM-D3 N 
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Panasonic NV-G45B Twin Speed . 
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CAMCORD 


ARKON STAY COOK PORTABLE LIGHT KIT...........c.ccesse00e00 
OPTEX SAFARI 5-HOUR BATTERY BELT (UNIVERSAL) 
KEWMODE TELECINE CONVERTER WITH TITLING KIT 
KEWMODE PRO VIDEO TRIPOD............. 

KEWMODE TELE (1-5)/WIDE (0-5) KIT o...eecececeeseseseseee 


JUST LOOK AT THE RANGE 


Hl 1) 344 REGENTS PARK ROAD 
FINCHLEY CENTRAL 
TT] LONDON N3 2LJ 
WN Telephone: 01-349 1166 
Telex: 25247 “Attn: NUT” 


Fax: 01-346 2268 
Open 6 days 
9.30 a.m. — 6.30 p.m. Monday — Saturday 
Closed Friday lunchtimes only 
from 12.45 p.m. — 2.15 p.m. 


electronics 


APR). Ask for details. 


MAIL ORDER 
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WISHING ALL CUSTOMERS AND READERS 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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kyla ad JVCHR-D530EK Hi-Fi Nicam . “Phone Sony XVT 600 Picture Computer 
S-VHS FORMAT JVC HR-D 700EK Digital Phone Sony XVC 700 Colour Corrector. 


Phone TELEVISIONS 
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FREE DELIVERY ON ALL ACCESSORIES 
NEW YEAR SALE NOW ON! 
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CAMCORDERS, VIDEO RECORDERS, TELEVISIONS, HIFI 


Acoustic Research, Akai, Amstrad, Bauer Bosch, Bose, Canon, Ferguson, Grundig, Harman Kardon, Hitachi, ITT, JBL, JVC, 
Kenwood, Marantz, NAD, Onkyo, Panasonic, Pioneer, Philips, Sanyo, Sony, StudioPower, Technics, Vivanco, Wharfedale. 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

We are currently offering INTEREST FREE CREDIT on all products over six or 
nine months. It can be obtained by callers or by mail order as well. No 
deposits required and there is nothing to pay for the first 30 days. Payment is 
by payment book or standing order. Ask for details. 


EXTENDED CREDIT TERMS 


If you would like to have credit over a larger period of time, we can offer a very 
special rate of interest over 12, 18, 24, 30, 36 or 60 months at 11% flat (21-5% 


EXTENTION WARRANTIES 
We can offer extended warranties on all products on top of the normal 
manufacturers warranties provided. Please ask for details. 


If you want to order by mail, just call and quote your credit card details and 
allow 4-5 days for delivery which costs only £5 for delivery by Securicor. 


Send t0: MAIL ORDER DEPARTMENT, 
HI-SPEK ELECTRONICS, 344 Ri ts Park Road, 
Finchley Central, London N3 2! 


Price subject to change CBOE 


CALL US NOW ON 01-349 1166 «nu: 


Philips VR-6670 . 


Philips VR-6870 . 
Pioneer VR-515 . 
Pioneer VR-727 
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PRO & SEMI PRO SYSTEMS 
Panasonic F10/200 + NV180B + Case + Battery Phone 


Panasonic F10/100 + NV180B + Case + Battery Phone 


FINANCE 
Panasonic F10/150 + NV180B + Case + Battery Phone 


Panasonic Al Above cameraih A400... Phone 0% 
VIDEO PROCESSORS 
Nines! hl yoo editor, titler......... ts: een Fl N ANC E 
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AKAI - whole range of TV’s in stock 

AKAI — whole range of TV’s in stock 
FERGUSON — whole range of TV's in stock 
GRUNDIG — whole range of TV's in stock 
JVC - whole range of TV's in stock 
PANASONIC — whole range of TV’s in stock 
PIONEER — whole range of TV’s in stock 
SANYO — whole range of TV’s in stock 
SONY — whole range of TV's in stock 


Anti-copy beaters 
now outlawed 


THE SALE of devices which beat 
the anti-copying codes on pre- 
recorded video tapes is to become 
illegal under the Copyright, De- 
signs And Patents Act, which 
comes into force early in the New 
Year. 

The Act prevents the manufac- 
ture, importation, rental and ad- 
vertising, as well as the sale, of any 
such device with the intention of 
copyright theft — on penalty of 
fines, compensation payment and 
even imprisonment. 

In an attempt to beat piracy, a 
number of film distributors add an 
extra electronic signal to their pre- 
recorded tapes. Called Macrovi- 
sion, the system triggers the 
Automatic Gain Control (AGC) cir- 
cuit on the copying VCR, distorting 
the picture that.is recorded. 

Devices are available, however, 
which can suppress the Macrovi- 
sion signal, and thus enable undis- 
turbed copies to be made. Their 
sale is now to be banned — 
although ironically it will remain 
legal to actually use them. 

An -article in WHAT VIDEO, 
June 1988, detailing the so-called 
Macrobusters, caused uproar 
among video tape distributors 
who pressed for the ban to be 
included as an amendment to the 
Copyright Bill. They claim that the 
accessories open the way to po- 
tentially serious piracy problems. 

Two Macrobusters are currently 
on the market: Videotronics’ ‘Spy- 
Catcher’ and Pronational Technol- 


cs ‘SPY-CATCHER’ 


VIDEO COPY 


STABILISER 


AGG & Cepyguerd Correction 


ogy’s. clone, the ‘Video Bug 
Basher’. The manufacturers claim 
that bona fide users will be hit by 
the ban on their products. 

‘Itis grossly unfair,’ claims Video- 
tronics’ Tony Lister. ‘Most buyers 
have a real need to make copies 
— like shift workers, and those 
who live too far away to visit a 
video store every time they want to 
rent a film — with no desire to 
break the law. Others own TV sets 
whose own AGC circuitry re- 
sponds to Macrovision, making 
tapes unwatchable even in ordi- 
nary playback.’ 

Videotronics deny supplying pi- 
rates. ‘We have refused to supply 
people like library operators,’ says 
Lister. ‘If they were buying it to 
copy then it would have got back 
to us on the grapevine — but it 
hasn't’ However, ‘Spy-Catcher’ 


Videotronics’ ‘Spy-Catcher’ — 
now made illegal. 


has been sold to the Ministry of 
Defence, to schools and hospitals, 
and even to prisons. 

Indeed, he believes that video 
libraries will lose business because 
people cannot copy rented tapes, 
adding that he had an ‘avalanche’ 
of enquiries about the gadget after 
software trade magazine Video 
Trade Weekly attacked WHAT 
VIDEO’s Macrobuster feature. The 
interest came from dealers want- 
ing to help out their customers. 

The company will stop making 
its Macrovision decoder, when 
forced to. But, warns Tony Lister, 
‘that is only because we cannot 
advertise it. There are legal loop- 
holes that would allow us to carry 
on manufacturing if we wanted to.’ 


Large screen LCDs 
in seven years 


LARGE SCREEN, wall-mounted 
LCD TVs could be a mass-pro- 
duced reality by 1996. 

So reckons the Japanese Minis- 
try of International Trade and In- 
dustry, which is teaming up with a 
dozen Japanese firms to produce 
a AQin.-screen, 10cm-thick pro- 
duction model by the middle of the 
next decade. 

Total investment by the firms, 
which include Sanyo, Hitachi and 
Casio, will be in the region of £15 
million, and the Tokyo ministry 
foresees a wall-mounted TV mar- 
ket worth £18 million by the end 
of the century. 

Government sources said a 
number of foreign companies 
were anxious to join the project, 
but would not say which. 


VCR sales increase, 
UK losses halved 


THE VIDEO recorder marketplace 
is fast becoming a consumer's 
paradise. 

VCR sales rose by 22.6 per cent 
to 1.58 million in the first nine 
months of 1988, while average 
prices have fallen from £360 to 
£320 since September ‘87. 

Figures from the British Radio 
and Electronic Equipment Manu- 
facturers’ Association show ‘that 
almost 70 per cent of this figure is 
attributable to imports, mostly from 
the Far East. 

The average price fall has de- 
creased the UK’s video cassette 
recorder trade deficit by half, but 
as of September ’88, it still stood at 
£66.1 million. 


PENTAX’S LATEST contribution to 
the 8mm sector is the PV-C880E, a 
£1,099 version of the Minolta 
8100. 

Fronted by a f1.4, 9-54mm ma- 
cro power zoom lens, the 880E 
has TTL autofocus, fast shuttering 
and a low light rating of 8 lux. The 
macro facility will focus down to 
Tom. 

It has a flying erase head, insert 
edit and an ‘over record facility’ 
enabling a shot of up to three 
seconds to be dropped onto the 
tape. Pentax suggests that this fea- 
ture is used for inserting titles. 

Exposure is automatic, but there 
is a manual iris which can be used 
as a _ fader or backlight 
compensator. 

The 880E also has automatic 
interval recording for time lapse 
photography; it will record one 
second of footage at intervals of 
one, two, five or 30 minutes, for up 
to 12 hours. When used in the 
manual mode, it will record four 
frames at a time making it ideal for 
animation. 
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Second Pentax 
8mm camcorder 
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Tape prices rise 
affer Euro levy 


EEC ANTI-DUMPING _ levies 
against Korean tape manufactur- 
ers look likely to push up the price 
of blank video cassettes. Levies of 
between 11 and 19 per cent on 
Korea's four major producers will 
probably be passed directly on to 
the consumer. 

One of the companies affected, 
GoldStar, has already announced 
that it is raising its prices to the 
trade by the full 11 per cent 
imposed by Brussels. It believes 
that Europeans and Japanese 
manufacturers will now raise their 
prices, too, resulting in a basic E- 
180 tape presently retailing at 
£2.50 to cost £2.99-£3.49 in the 
future. 

The levy was imposed following 
pressure from the German Agfa 
and BASF companies, who be- 
lieved the Koreans were ‘dumping’ 
their product on the European 
market at artificially low prices. 
They hope that the measure will 
save jobs in Europe. 

Europe's biggest distributor of 
Korean tapes, Memtech Products, 
disagrees. The UK distributor of the 
Memorex brand sources 75 per 
cent of its product from Korea, and 
had already pre-sold three million 
tapes at fixed prices for the Christ- 
mas market when the levy was 
announced in early November. 
Hard hit by the new burden, it 
predicts redundancies among 
distributors. 

Lower levies (in GoldStar’s case, 
zero) have been imposed on im- 
ports of tape ‘pancakes’ — reels of 
uncut tape. The Koreans could 


therefore get round the restrictions 
by importing tape in bulk, and just 
assembling the cassettes in Europe. 


: 
: 
' 
| 
j 


Blank video tapes are set to cost 
more. 


Integral teletext on £350 Matsui 


ANOTHER VCR with integral tele- 
text decoder has hit the streets. The 
‘Matsui Gold’ VX850 is available 
at Currys’ stores for £349.99 (See 
News, January). 

The computer-controlled tele- 
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text facility enables viewers to ac- 
cess pages through the recorder 
without having to buy a new TV 
set. And when you've had enough 
of Ceefax and Oracle, there’s al- 
ways the video itself. 


MATSUI oo. 


The VX-850 is a dual-speed 
machine which features a 28-day/ 
8-event timer, programmable via 
an LCD handset, plus one-touch 
‘quick time record’. 
See test, next month. 


Scene assembly 
speeded up 


ONE OF our ctiticisms of Lamba 
Electronics’ DirectED editing suite 
(on test, December) was the length 
of time it took to compile complex 
assemblies of scenes. 

Now, software from Lamba will 
double DirectED’s speed. By gen- 
erating graphics almost immedi- 
ately, it allows the restructred 
programming to concentrate on 
the task of compiling scenes, and 
eliminates the need to rewind the 
source material of the scenes are 
cut close together. 

Existing DirectED owners can 
obtain the version 2.05 software 
package by sending £2.95 (for 
postage) to Lamba Electronics, Al- 
bion Mills, St Albans, Herts AL1 
5EB. Tel: 0727 40527. 


Faster software for DirectEd. 


Other DirectED additions will be 
available shortly: CollectED is a 
software package that allows the 
immediate editing of broadcast 
material while ProED, due in May, 
is a hardware adaptor that atta- 
ches to the DirectED suite enabling 
it to control two VCRs — both the 
recording and source decks. 

With ProED in place, the combi- 
nation can search for scenes using 
both VCRs in fast forward, not the 
normal playback speed as at 
present. 

Aico International is another 
company that has acted upon criti- 
cisms made by WHAT VIDEO. 

The Hama Videocut 10 editing 
unit now has a standard UK three- 
pin plug replacing the potentially 
troublesome Continental adaptor. 


Award for Sony in 
the valleys 


SONY’S —§ MANUFACTURING 
plant at Bridgend in South Wales 
has won the British Quality Award, 
one of the UK's top prize for the 
manufacturing and __ services 
industries. 

It is the first Welsh-based com- 
pany to win the award. The fac- 
tory, which employs 1,500 people 
producing Trinitron TVs for the 
home and export markets, also 
makes Trinitron tubes for Sony's 
other TV plants in Europe. 


Canon E70 


8mm camcorder with 1/1000 second 
shutter, 9-54f1.4 6x power zoom 
lens, autofocus, 7 lux operation, fade 
in/out, backlight compensation. 10 
second self-timer and 10-60 second 
interval timer for DIY time-lapse 
videos. Batte 


rt ve 
and tape included. lew low 
Fox Talbot price! (RRP £999) 
E708 8mm camcorder, IR remote (RRP 1499.99) 1250.00 


BP-E22 NiCad battery E708, VM-E2 (44.99) _ 37.00 
CB-E7E Car Battery Adaptor E70 (49.99) 


Filter Set 46mm, multi-image, spot, R-cross (39.99) 20.00 
CU-E2 Control Unit VM-E2 (54.99) _ ee 1!) !] 
HC-E708 Hard Case (99.99) le ee ee 


SC-E708 Soft Case (39.99 , - 33.00 


JvC 


GR-A30 VHS-C camcorder, flying erase head (899.90) 770.00 
GR-45 VHS-C camcorder, two-speed zoom (1099.90) 999.00 


CG-P50E Character Generator (123.22) 84.90 
JX-C7 Colour Processor, joystick control (299.88) _—_—-229.90 
MzZ-320 Super Directional Microphone (54.44) 39.90 
AP-P1E Car Battery Adaptor (63.88) 15.00 


Minolta 


8100E 8mm camcorder, 8 lux, case (1199.90) 779.00 


C-1E VHS-C camcorder, free £104 lens kit! (1399. 90) 870.00 
Pancsonic 


M7 VHS camcorder, character generator (1299.90) 1175. ed 
MC6 VHS-C camcorder, case (999.90) 940.0! 


MC10 VHS-C camcorder, character gen. (1299.90) 1175. oO 
VBM7E Battery M7, 120 minutes (38.95) _ 29.90 
Son 

F330 8mm camcorder, 2-image store, case (899.95) 799.00 
F340 8mm camcorder, hi-res CCD, case, (1099.95) 1040.00 
SP5 splashproof 8mm camcorder (1299.95) —=—--—:« 1249.00 
V90 8mm camcorder, 440,000 pixel CCD (1499.95) 1190.00 
V200 8mm camcorder, 8x zoom, stereo (1799.95) 1699.00 
XVT600 Picture Computer, paint, overlay (599.95) 499.00 
NP22 NiCad battery V30, V50, V90, V200 (34.95) 29.90 
RM94 Remote Control V90 (69. 95) ___59.90 
VCLO752B Wide Angle lens V200 (99. 95) _ _79.00 


VCL1552B Tele lens V200 (99.95 7 eon 
e 
Vivitar 
Magic 8 8mm camcorder, 1/1500 shutter (1099.99 790.00 


Miscellaneous 


Fuji NP22 NiCad battery P300, V30, V90 etc. (29.95) 19.90 
Sunpak CV300 Nicad light (112.95) 99.90 
Wotan AL100 75W portable light (162.95 110.00 


443 The Strand, London WC2. 01-379 6522 
154 Tottenham Court Rd, W1. 01-387 7001 


All Sale prices relate to existing stocks only. Limited stocks. 
£1500 Instant Credit available, subject to status. Ask for written details. 
Open 9.00 to 5.30 Mon-Fri, 5. 00 Sat. Goods subject to availability. E. & 0. E. 


Mail Order — add £2 p&p. 9 Bolney Way, Feltham, Middx. 01-898 5845. 
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JAN 
SALE... 


This month we’ve some very 
special offers on selected 
models from: 


JVC — AKAI — PHILIPS — 
PANASONIC — SONY — 
HITACHI 

For example: 
Panasonic NVM7 Camcorder £999 


JVC GR45Camcorder...... £899 
sony CCDV9OE ............ £1299 
Hitachi VT 520 VCR............. £315 
Akai VS 55EK VCR ............ £359 
SATII. sick vasde aren ssten £297 
Panasonic NVG40 VCR ... £333 
Philips VR6180 VCR ......... £270 


and many many more!! 


Unless otherwise stated, all goods are 
BRAND NEW, FULLY GUARANTEED and 
maintained by OUR OWN SERVICE DEPT. 


109-113 London Road (0732) 51 Beckenham Road (01) 
SEVENOAKS kent 459555 BECKENHAM kent 658 3450 
Sevenoaks Branch only (0732) 4 Railway Street (0634) 
MAIL ORDER 458985 CHATHAM rent 46859 
73b North Street (World Wide Export) (0483) 162 Powis Street, Woolwich (01) 
GUILDFORD surrey 36666 LONDON seis 855 8016 
34 Mount Ephraim (0892) 55 Preston Street (0273) 


TUN. WELLSkent 31543 BRIGHTON sussex 733338 
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Toshiba launches 
luxury range 


THE BACKROOM boffins at To- 
shiba seem to have been in 
overdrive. 

New in for the new year are the 
Nicam-equipped 66cm 285T8B 
Fastext FST TV; the V7OOB VCR 
with on-screen programming 
operational graphics; a home en- 
tertainment control system, the 
XB1000; and a new range of FST 
TVs. 

The Nicam telly, which costs 
£799.99, comes with its own sur- 
round sound system of four 
120mm x 60mm full range 
speakers. 

The new FST range is spear- 
headed by the 215T8B, with 
51cm screen and £379.99 price 
tag. It features on screen displays 
and a two-hour, switch-off timer. 
The top price goes to the 76cm 
329T7B at £1399.99. 

The £549.99 V700B VCR is top 
of its range, accompanied by the 
cheaper V500B (£369.99) and 
V300B (£339.99). 

The 700 is the only deck to 
feature hi-fi sound, but all three 
models have on-screen program- 
ming and an 8-event/28-day tim- 
er. There is also a real time tape 
counter displaying how much time 
is left on the tape. 

Finally, the XB1000 is designed 
as the ‘nerve centre for the com- 
plete electronic home entertain- 


FERGUSON 
Viciewaestor 


New Toshiba machines. Above: 
£380 215T8B 51cm FST; right, top: 
£550 V700B VCR; above right: 
£700 XB1000 AV amplifier. 


ment system’. For £700, it 
combines a 16-bit four-channel 
sound processor with a 50W x 
four-channel output amplifier to 
create high quality digital sound. It 
has eight presets, similar to the 
Yamaha DSP-100, for acoustic 
simulation. 


£320 budget Ferguson VHS 


A NEW contender in the budget 
VCR market is on the way from 
Ferguson — the £319.99 Videos- 
tar FV30B. 

The basic spec includes a 32- 
station tuner; one-year, 8-event 
timer with daily and weekly re- 
peat; auto Power On and Instant 
Record, and HQ circuitry. 

These are backed up by vari- 
able speed picture search, elec- 
tronic tracking, a counter Go To 
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facility and time remaining indica- 
tor, and ‘reduced noise’ still frame. 
A child lock and one-year power 
back-up also feature. 

The FV30B’s programmable re- 
mote will double as a TV controller 
on some Ferguson sets, and the 
machine's timer can automatically 
switch on the TV set when required 
— again, providing it is a Ferguson 
set equipped with a Scart socket. 

On test next month. 


S-terminals 


for everyone 


CITY VIDEO'S Scart/RGB interface 
may be a way round the major 
limitation with S-VHS decks: the 
need for an S-terminal equipped 
TV to optimise their potential. 

The interface allows owners of 
standard Scart socket sets to by- 
pass the composite A/V input, 
which gives 350 lines resolution at 
most, compared to the 400-plus 
lines of S-VHS. 

The interface lead, which is not 
the normal video to Scart lead, is 
available from City Video on 
0332 553024, but its compatabi- 
lity is subject to manufacturers’ 
specifications, so check before 
buying. 


Expansion continues 


with Preview Line 


ON LINE Video's Preview Line 
gives lists of the latest video re- 
leases and reviews from the major 
distributors. 

Each distributor has a line to 
itself; there are 16 lines in alll, listing 
four or five new films. 

The pre-recorded previews 
have their own, individual lines. 
The phone numbers are obtain- 
able from adverts or leaflets in 
video shops. 

As part of the launch promotion, 
On Line is giving away 500 mys- 
tery prizes a month, and there is 
also the chance to win a trip to Los 
Angeles. 


The Ricoh-R610 is an £899 clone of Sony’s excellent F330 8mm camcorder. 
It comes with a two-year guarantee and, while stocks last, an extra NP-55 


battery pack. 


Il 


FINEPLAN VIDEO SERVICES 


UK LEADERS | 
N VIDEO FOR THE ENTHUSIAST AND PROFESSIONAL USER 


TACHI, JVC, MITSUBISHI, PANASONIC, 


PHILIPS. 


CANON, FERGUSON, FUJI, HI 
SANYO, SONY, TOSHIBA, 


PANASONIC PROFESSIONAL 
PACKAGES FROM 
: £2,350 inc. VAT. : rl 
WvP F10E semi pro video camera. AG 6400B deo heads. 
(KT1 00/KT150 or KT200 Kit) Professional VHS portable ded. 
New high grade VHS equipment for the professional/industrial user or the enthusiast. ( 
eae eo a . high fener i Shy fst The recorder weighs only 3kg but utilises a high grade D 
a “7” lux 8:1 auto focus eng or 12:1 non-auto focus lens chassis with framing servo for edits. 2 channel hi-fi plus 
with or without Genlock. Standard features include Video! 9 channel linear audio with level adjustments. Dolby. Canon E 708 
pos. Remote on- High power vutput plus. Multiple AV connectors and time 
8mm PROFESSIONAL 
VIDEO CAMCORDER 


corporates a 


Audio fade. Title/date and time insert. N e 
accessories code input. 
7 \ux low light 


camera recorder function controls. Many 
available including character generator. 
ntal resolution exceeding 608 lines, 
nly £5100. 


Now in stock, new Panasonic WVF200E 3 chip camera with horizo 
42:1 servo zoom & super VHS Fae abil. WVF200E/AG6400B _ Packages From 0 


This special model in 
420,000 Pixel cco, 
capability. F 
\ens, flying erase video 
heads, high speed shutters 
and new circuitry to provide 
excellent picture 
quality under all lig 
There is a built-in ti 
with a wireless rem 


ate function together 
camera functions. 


. 
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ot puter with Panasonic AG4 OTH ERCAM Ss 
wc oa HO Super VHS fire ~ industrial CORDE RS 

Age5o0B 2 machine and controller suite ~ fawn oT healed supe Vi . 
a clus + dic, makes this a dist 
Full wees specification incivdins Hi-Fi auclo mat vape and di 
re. 

= ar al serious \Video usets. Send for DIC ul 


Ferguson FCO 
on FCO5/J } 
Mich vM600 on ~ full spec. high 
Pee vMc40 — W high resoluti 9N resolution, VHS, “c" 
te CCDV90E - Hsia high resolution full size VHS. C 
y CCD V200E - oh resolution la sO 
W high performance PK 8mm 
audio 8mm 


©monstrati 
‘ation S$ 
ystems 


Panasonic A 
this syst G5008 portable VHS presente 
Amstrad The 8 presenter. Special off 
: and ers 
NOW available fom ees combined video/TV monj on 
. nitor units 


; amatel 
iting 1S now possible on ie a8 WHS 1200" ‘ 
¢ 1050 Video en" 


professional video ed am 
4 x4 combines anast 
Feed OY a VEI0 video editor and link! = 
re ide a 
, CCTV VIDEO OBSERVATION © Pri 
AND INDUSTRIAL VHS EQUIPMENT ssi cs nters 
i Colo: 
prints from any vides 


de and commercial users. cis ine BRACKET 

SYSTEM 1 OMPRISE CCTV CAMER T $, SOUND, CABL : 

PLUS 12in. MONITOR INCORPORATING A SWITCHING FACILITY FOR up 103 ADDITIONAL 
UTPUT TO A VCR OR ADDITIONAL MONITORS. COMPLETE PACKAGE with 


SIMPLE SINGLE CABLE CONNECTION. 
e range. These include B 


er systems in C 
with or without external sync. Time lapse, rec 


kes €/computer or 
mera, Capture any 


Image from your video 


tapes or 0 : 
in colour ther equipment —— 


RGB or stan 


& W or colour 
orders and 


Delivery anywhere UK Mainland only £8 extra. Small accessories only £2 delivery. Worldwide export facilities available. Offers subject to availability. 
i 


The Videocentre 


BARCLAYCAR ' 3 
D¥ 5 Masons Avenue Pte! pt Video Services, 
3 h esex. Tel: 01-86 
Monday erty ee ine hie Seeing Fax: 01-427 3368. 
15pm. Th i 
PROPRIETOR FINEPLAN Berea alte ag aed 
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Diamond FST duo 


THE MITSUBISHI Black Diamond 
range of FST TVs has two new 
standard bearers, both equipped 
with Nicam stereo decoders and 
S-terminals for S-VHS input. 

The 89cm. CT-370STX (above) 
features Dynamic Beam Focusing, 
designed to enhance picture qual- 
ity by up to 40 per cent at the 
edges and 15 per cent at the 
centre, by constantly monitoring 
and reshaping the electron beam. 

The 3703's new technology 
and large size are reflected in the 
price — £2,499.99. 

The smaller CT-2553STX, with 
its 59cm screen and monitor-style 
cabinet, is £649.99, 

As with previous Black Dia- 
monds, the new sets have on- 
screen operating graphics, switch- 
off timer, programmable channel 
displays and Fastext with ad- 
vanced text mode for easy access. 

The spec is completed by Scart 
sockets and each has a custom 
video cabinet available. The 
VC2553 costs £49.99 but the 
VC3703 costs £199.99 and is 
specially strengthened to support 
its set's 92kg.(!) weight. 


Mitsubishi has launched into Su- 
per VHS with its new HS-B70 
VCR,a £999.99 model which also 
squeezes in a Nicam stereo 
decoder. 

The company claims a 70 per 
cent improvement in S-VHS picture 
resolution to over 400 lines, even 
in Long Play. The four-head re- 
cording drum also optimises hi-fi 
sound recording, with a stated 
dynamic range of over 90dB. 

As a top-of-the-range machine, 
the HS-B7O offers a full range of 
in-built features. There are on- 
screen operating and program- 
ming graphics, as well as a 
programmable, ‘learning’ LCD re- 
mote. In addition to the usual high- 
speed functions and a new quick- 
loading system, editing __ is 
facilitated by the flying erase head 
and audio dub, and there is -a 
choice of Skip, Index, Address and 
Time Searches. 

The Mitsubishi. Twin Digital 
Tracking system is also included — 
separate circuits tracking playback 
and the still, frame advance and 
variable slo-mo functions. 

See test, p55. 


More Scotch 


tape promos 
SCOTCH TAPE is running a holi- 
day promotion on its EXG Hi- 
Grade cassettes. Packs carry 
vouchers giving a 50 per cent 
discount on a bed and breakfast 
weekend at a Hilton hotel. 

Also new is the £22.50 ‘cam- 
corder edit pack’ containing three 
EXG EC30 VHS-C tapes and one 


Se Bit 
ree 


CAMCORDER PACK 


The Scotch camcorder tape pack 
— three VHS-C and VHS. 


EXG E180 VHS video cassette. 
The pack comes with a free editing 
guide. 

Other Scotch promos. include 
the availability of EG Plus E180 
cassettes in £10 triple pack form. 

The company has also launched 
a new ad campaign for its 
headcleaners. 


Living room 
jazz clubs 


YAMAHA HI FI has launched the 
DSP-100 digital sound field pro- 
cessor, for those who place a high 
premium on_ their audio 
accompaniment. 

The £399.95 machine features 
12 preset sound fields and a fur- 
ther dozen user memory presets. 

Operated by an infra-red re- 
mote control, its sound . field 
choices include Movie Theater; 
Jazz Club and Church, whose 
particular acoustic traits are trans- 
ferred to your living room. 

The DSP-100 comes with a 
four-channel power amplifier, the 
MX-35, for an extra £169.95. 


Sony’s new £800 SLV-801 VHS deck with hi-fi sound, picture-in-picture and trick digital effects. 
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Godzilla makes a 
monkey of Bond 


A SOPHISTICATED litle number 
by the name of ‘Video Katei Ho- 


mon’ (Video | Visits Students’ 
Homes) has scooped the top prize 
at the 11th Tokyo Video Festival. 

The JVC-sponsored festival at- 
tracted well over 1,000 entries, 
mostly from Japan. 

The winning production con- 
cerned a bunch of primary school 
kids let loose at home with a 
camcorder. 

British video artist Akiko Hada 
was specially.commended for his 
animated James Bond parody, 
‘James Bonk In Matt Blackfinger’, 
in which 007 is played by 
Godzilla. 


STOP PRESS: A two-day 
seminar on videoing weddings 
is scheduled for February 4/5. 
There will be practical sessions 
and discussion of PR, legal 
requirements, editing, lighting, 
sound and equipment. 
Contact: Highlight Video, 2 
Barnhill, Pinner, Middlesex 
HAS 2SX. Tel: 01-866 2705. 
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THE LARGEST SELECTION OF VIDEO EQUIPMENT IN THE COUNTRY 


wTRLGGG CAMCORDERS) Bemneaeninan VIDEO Video 
SONY CCDV 200 bargain price! Accessories. 
’Phone for Price RECORDERS Largest Selection. 


ALL FORMATS 
WE HAVE THEM 
TELEFUNKEN ALL! 


ALL GRADES 
ALL SIZES 
MOST MAKES 


All at discount prices 


Largest selection of 


S ae VHS Video Recorders 
PIONEER ff 220.2" in “anda MRP: £1099.99 S VHS FERGUSON PTO1 
CD/CDV accessories. Bargain at £899.00 CAMCORDERS 3” Miniature TV 
Players in stock. cure Aa i. PANASOMIC Lan inc. Charger & Batteries 
; i RGAI 
Phone for Price. CAMCORDER iN STOCK BARGAIN £239 
IF YOU DON'T BARGAINS ; AMSTRAD 
CALL US YOU'LL Panasonic M7 S VHS VIDEOMATIC 
PAY TOO MUCH Panasonic MC10 VIDEO RECORDERS , 
FOR YOUR VIDEO eurmsonie We £499 inc. 
SL EpRAENT i» ae Soka Bargain ries i Cae VIDEO TRIPOD 
Complete with standard me j 
accessories ta 
PANASONIC Normally £699 Mini Colour Televisions 
AG 6400 Bargain at £549.00 PANASONIC NWFS1 Boye 
TAMRON CX-7 MOVIE 8 JVC HRS5000 CASIO TV1500 
Pro. Portable at a aren [Eaters IN STOCK FERGUSON PTV 1A 
KNOCKOUT PRICE Autofocus, rs power Zoom. BAUER BOSCH ’Phone for Prices ‘Phone for Prices 
MRP: £999.99 vee es nani! 
Bargain at £899.00 _VCC 616AF in stock _ 
alee eee LTT Tau PRE OWNED 9 RRBREC 
“Re £985 oa FERS SON 8s ct No Considered 
Our Price £79.00 . - HITAGH vwteao te eens a: ‘Phone for Details 
S VHS TAPES MINOLTA 8100E Bienen PORTABLE VCR's SONY ACV8 
FUJI & PANASONIC Autofocus, 8mm, complete CANON VM E708 f AC ADAPTOR 
with standard accessories. LOEWE OPTA VS800 Please phone for 
Ee), £120, E180 Normally £999.00 SANYO VMD1 details. MRP: £108.00 
NOW IN STOCK Bargain at £899.00 Seni Rate All subject to unsold! Our Price £49.00 


Multi-Standard PANASONIC 
Export Videos by VIDEO ACCESSORIES VIDEO CAMERAS 
Panasonic/National/ F10/100, F10/150 
JVC/Hitachi , k 
_— TRIPODS VIDEO LIGHTS ENHANCERS/PROCESSORS © CAMCORDER CASES F10/200 in stock. 
; i Largest selection b Soft and hard b , 
Phone for Prices Com Cocipec inhtwelat, ea Kowiight Wu vi300 £39. £39.95 I EE sr. Sony, Fal Panasonic PHONE 
Heavy duty Senge | Arkon Lighting Kit £79.98 Sansui VXS8. Gee eelcaaes 
MONITORS See ROK att Acc =e [va00 
ik Easi-glide ; ; 
RECEIVERS ff face WG & SONY LIGHTS. FILTERS TV400 
6” COLOUR Set of Telephoto & BATTERY PACKS il is eT. 3” COLOUR LCD 
ide Angle. Fantastic value at £17.95. 
from £179.00 Set for £59.00 Neat inc- Charger. Pee = al OS a til Now only £89.95 
[eephow x2 aw MRP: £219.00 MRP: £499.95 genke yr 
jacrowide » Bargain at £99.95 New Low Price Phone Cigar Lighter Adaptors. 
Local Authority and Canon C8 DSM Batteries in Stock MICROPHONES Faun comets, Tele/Wide lens 
aati rders pt qeeinent pad Audio Technica PaaS Camera Power Supply. for JVC GRC- 9 
mccrue: Telephoto wap cog) TELE-CINE ADAPTORS = f0%,0! erophone Honor oe aga and Ferguson FC-06 
All prices include VAT Optex Close up From £29 Also Sony, JVC, Audio/Video Cables. normally £79 
but exclude delivery ide view £39.95  Ambico, JVC, Sony, BDB. Canon Microphone Cameorder Care Kits. Bargain @ £49 


MAIL ORDER 


Overnight delivery 
Nationwide at a nominal 


Here’s.what “What Video” said 
All Equipment NEW & about us: “Leading Midlands 


Guaranteed for 12 


5 Fosse Road South, Leicester LE3 OLP 


Video store in Leicester which 
mons. AE sotshy mses wove WE TEL3Q533 558818 BM Sins. cae 
A gear that if you sit down you 
oo sataranie sorely Gchoncrecorder, (| TELEX : 342291 FAX: 600348 E&OE 9.30-5.30 MM avaiauiny. subject 0 
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£99 video editing console 


ONE COMPANY erroneously 
omitted from our accessory round- 
up last month was Video Tech 
Designs, the all-Brit designed and 
built editing equipment company. 

lts latest product is the £99 
VEC1050 editing console (above) 
which can lighten or darken pic- 
tures, fade to black, white or 
shades of grey, add commentaries 
via its microphone input, and 
pump up. the volume of sub- 
merged sounds with the gain 


It also has a_ three-channel 
audio mixer with stereo inputs and 
an adjustable picture enhancer. 

The VEC1050 (on test soon in 
WHAT VIDEO) is compatible with 
all video formats (except S-VHS), 
as are Video Tech’s other pro- 
ducts, the VEC2000 fader and 
audio mixer, and VTS700 title 
store. 

Contact: Video Tech Designs, 6 
Trellyn Close, Barming, Maidstone, 
Kent ME16 9EF. Tel: 0622 


control. 29872. 
Accessory range Two Futura 
from Hitachi additions 


HITACHI HAS introduced a large 
range of accessories for its full size 
and VHS-C camcorders. 

New equipment for the VHS-C 
VM C40 and VM C30 includes a 
rain and snow pack, shoe adaptor, 
mini-tripod and movie mount. 

Other new accessories, includ- 
ing the VKSC57 tripod (£129.99) 
and the VKCD70 dolly (£69.99) 
can also be used with the full-size 
VHS VM 600 and VM 500 
camcorders. 

The range is completed by two 
filter kits, microphones, synchro- 
edit and car battery cables, and 
wide and teleconversion lenses, at 
£69.99 each, for all four models. 


NORDMENDE'S NEWEST moni- 
tor-style TVs are the £749 Futura 
63 and £865 Futura 72. Both 
share the Super Planar picture 
tube and black matrix technology 
of their Ferguson K-series stable- 
mates, designed to improve pic- 
ture contrast and reduce glare. 

They have 63 and 72cm tubes 
respectively (natch), although the 
actual viewable screen area is 
4cm less for both than the nominal 
spec. 

The sets also feature eight-page 
teletext memory, remote control, 
or Scart socket, 39-channel mem- 
ory tuning, and come in manga- 
nese. brown cabinets. 


Revox distributor FWO Bauch has launched a theatrical-quality Dolby 
Pro-Logic surround sound decoder in the UK. Called the Lexicon CP-1, it 
arrives with a phenomenal price tag of £925. Unlike many of the 
surround sound decoders on the market, the CP-1 has full digital 
processing with auto error correction and, says the firm, ‘perfectly 
centred dialogue’ from surround sound-encoded stereo tapes and discs. 
The unit comes with full infra-red control and 24 system presets. For 
more details contact Bauch on 01-953 0091. 
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A great new monthly magazine 
from the publishers of WHAT VIDEO 


i WHAT VIDEO is your hottest bet for tests, prices and up- 
to-the minute news of video but now there’s a new monthly 
video magazine from the same great team. 

A glossy terrific value publication packed with colour, 
Camcorder User is essential reading for all present or 
intending video photographers. 

@ JANUARY’S Camcorder User — on sale at newsagents 
now — goes skydiving with the Red Devils and a video 
camera; investigates the techniques of Telephoto; cutting 
on action; the methods of cine-to-video transfer; reviews 
the best camcorder books and much more. 

@ FEBRUARY’S issue — on sale January 19 — examines the 
creative possibilities of wide angle; macro; the grammar 
of making movies; and meets a company that turns cam- 
corders into miniature cameras for spectacular racing 
sport coverage. ' 

Now monthly by public demand (after just two issues as a 
quarterly), Camcorder User is a must for the practical 
camcorder fan. 

Like. all new magazines, it may sometimes be hard to find. 
@ Either place a regular order with your newsagent; 

or send just £19.95 (pp included) to receive your hot-off- 
the-press issue every month for the next year. 

As a special offer, we'll also send you A FREE AUDIO 
CASSETTE OF SOUNDTRACK MUSIC — copyright free, and 
ideal to give that professional touch to your productions — 
as soon as your order is processed. 


@ CAMCORDER USER SUBSCRIPTION. Free soundtrack music cassette 
offer: Send to Camcorder User Subscription (Cassette Offer), 57/59 
Rochester Place, London NW1 9JU. 


YES. Please send me my 12 months subscription for which I enclose my 
cheque/PO for £19.95, 


SOA BUM Lenape 85 ts ec ch cits coyersctndeosnercrssp ableton Rae 
ADDRESS 


FERGUSON [Rishon 


LP/SP @ 4 heads for perfect freeze frame and search systems @ Audio Dub/insert edit — 
Camera IP @ 14 day 8 event timer, full infra red remote @ instant record @ sleep 
function @ cue search @ led indicator @ Auto search tuning @ tape remaining indicator 
@ mic-sockets @ Assemble edit Picture soft-sharp etc. etc. 


Originally £749 N OW £299. 
Best VHS VIDEO EVER PRODUCED 


14in COLOUR TV 


* 8 Channel 

* Carrying grip for easy portability 

* External socket for telescopic antenna 

* UHF/VHF 

* Stabilised power supply 170-240v AC SOHz 
* Charcoal colour finish 


Normally £189 MLOW £1 19 


620 


Ww — 
Ferguson 22B5 (Professional Series). 


Teletext + Monitor TV 
Reduced by £100 to 


PRICE £399 
: “: M.R.R.P. £499.00 


100 watt Hi-Fi from £89. Midis £99. VHS Tapes 5 for £10. 
Electronic Organs £13.99. Xmas Toys etc. Watches. 


Image LIMITED HOME ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 


82 Kingsley Road, Hounslow East, Middlesex 


F3 ASCO TV & VIDEO CENTRE ae Tel. 01-572 soe : 01-572 6620. 


369 Spine RD LONDON LEICESTER BOLTON 
BIRMINGHAM 11 _NOBEL ROAD HUMGERSTONE ROAD | OFF BRIDGEMAN ST 83 High Street, Maidenhead, Berkshire 
021-772 1591 | EOMONTOr 0533 515299 | 0204 384868 Tel. (0628) 36228/9 
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Def ‘ 4 
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01-5796315 ie 
The CLD-1200 — “* 


The ultimate in sound The ultimate in vision 


— 


DIGITAL SYSTEM, CAN PLAY ALL FIVE TYPES OF DISCS PRODUCING DIGITAL 
SOUND & PICTURE & ANALOGUE SOUND & PICTURE (LASERVISION) 


158 UXBRIDGE ROAD, WEST EALING, LONDON W13 
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Applied systems 
launch genlocker 


BRITISH COMPUTER specialist 
Applied Systems And Peripherals 
has launched a £115 genlocker 
for the £399 Commodore Amiga 
A500 micro. 

The ‘Minigen’ plugs into the 
back of the computer to allow 
computer generated images (like 
titles and graphics) to be superim- 
posed over video footage during 
post production editing. The sys- 
tem can be used in conjunction 


with software packages to take 
advantage of the Amiga’s ad- 
vanced graphics capabilities. 

Both Channel 4 and BBC 2 have 
used Amigas to generate graphics 
for programmes like Network 7, 
Def Il and The Chart Show. 

A software package designed 
specifically for video users is now 
available from Probe Marketing. 
Called the VideoStudio, it features 
20 broadcast quality fonts, wipes 
and fades, plus a wide variety of 
customisable logos and graphic 
screens. 

It sells for £79.95, can be used 
with or without a genlocker, but 
ideally requires 1Mb of RAM 
memory and an extra disc drive. A 
full test on this remarkable new 
package is due soon. 

For more details contact Probe 
Marketing on 0621 783504. 


Daewoo goes 
to Ulster 


SOUTH KOREAN electronics 
group Daewoo has announced 
plans to invest £18 million in VCR 
production in Northern Ireland, 
with the prospect of some 500 
jobs in Belfast. 

The move comes just two 
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months after the European Com- 
munity imposed a 29 per cent anti- 
dumping duty on Daewoo to 
counter what it claims were artifi- 
cially low prices. Daewoo VCR 
exports to Europe have risen to 
1.2 million from 750,000 three 
years ago. 

The fine was more than those 
incurred by its compatriot competi- 
tors Goldstar and Samsung, which 
already have European manufac- 
turing bases. 


S-VHS tape 
from TDK 


HOT ON the heels of Fuji’s PRO-S 
comes an S-VHS tape from TDK, 
the TDK XP. 

Specially designed for S-VHS 
technology, the Super Avilyn for- 
mula has a greater information 
storage capacity to accommodate 
the increased luminance band of 
the Super format. 


TDK also claims that the new 
tape cuts modulation and friction 
noise, and has a longer picture 
stability. 

XP is available in two and 
three-hour lengths at £9.99 and 
£10.99 respectively. 


Astra TV satellite 


now in orbit 

THE ASTRA television satellite, which 
promises to bring a dozen new TV 
channels to the UK has been suc- 
cessfully launched from the Kourou 
space centre, French Guiana — but 
only after a series of nail-biting de- 
lays. Problems with the weather, a 
faulty telemetry unit and a system 
break with its tracking station on 
Ascension Island all conspired to put 
the launch back 24 hours. 


OUR BOOK 
OF TESTS 


MAKE SURE you get a 
copy of The WHAT VID- 
EO Book Of Tests if 
you want to buy the 
best in video. 

This major reference 
publication is a com- 
pendium of all the top 
machines and cam- 
corders as tested and 
reviewed by the UK's 
biggest-selling video 
magazine. 

WHAT VIDEO has 
collated its authorita- 
tive VCR, camcorder 
and accessory tests 
from the past year and a 
updated them with advice on the best buys and 
what to look for when choosing equipment. From 
£300 basic decks up to £1500 camcorders, The 
WHAT VIDEO Book Of Tests gives you the facts. It's 
vital reading for the serious buyer or a welcome 
Christmas stocking filler for the new enthusiast. 

With over 100 pages of reviews, plus comprehen- 
sive Buyers Guide tables and advice features, you'll 
find it a snip at just £2.50. 

To make sure of your copy, reserve one at your 
newsagent now — or order direct, post and packing 
fully paid, using the coupon below. 


VIDEO 
TESTS-89 


The ultimate annual guide to VCRs, 
camcorders and video accessories 


TO (A) MY NEWSAGENT (B) WHAT VIDEO 


A: Please reserve me a copy of The WHAT VIDEO Book of Tests [_] 
B: Please send me ................c:c:cceees copy(ies) of the Book Of Tests [_] 


IF ORDERING DIRECT: | enclose a cheque for £............ (£2.50) per copy 
inclusive of post and packing; please make cheques payable 
Publications’). Eire price: £4.50 sterling. Europe and Rest of World: £5.50 
sterling. 


Send to: Book Of Tests, WHAT VIDEO, 57-59 Rochester Place, London 
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o1-995 4183 
o1-995 7361 
o1-742 1510 
o1-995 4570 (FAX) 


PRE XMAS SALE AT 


|, PENGUIN ELECTRONICS 


CAMCORDERS 


BEST PRICES ON ANY CAMCORDER 
WE CAN BEAT ANY PRICE ON ANY CAMCORDER AT THE TIME OF ACTUAL PURCHASE 
@SANYO CANON — NOW IN STOCK 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER — INTEREST FREE CREDIT (Ask for Details) 
£ 


v8 
CANON E70 ING. HARD CASE 
CAMCORDERS CANON E708 ING. HARD CASE 


VIDEO 8 FORMAT & 
PANASON 


IC NVM6B 
BEST PRICE PANASONIC NV M10B.. 


.. BEST PRICE 
. BEST PRICE 


; z 9 
BesTericd 7 —TELEFUNKEN M2892 
yk HITACHI VMC-40 
: ~  SHARPVL-C73H .... 
AMSTRAD .... 


PANASONIC M Z 
JVC HRS-5000 ... fs... 
FERGUSON ...... ae % 


JVC 
FERGUSON FCO8 


IK & BILORA, ALL THE SIZES IN STOCK WITH 10 YEARS GUARANTEE. 
WHS C TAPES & 8mm TAPES PII TDK & SONY (BEST PRICES). 


RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES & CHARGERS 
BATTGniES! oy ey a eee LIN EASIGLIDE TRIPOD oo... cance ene eens 
FERGUSON/JVC, STANDARD GRIP, 40 MINUTES. ................ececeeeeeeeeeeeeeees . DOLY Aeon ee cern eee 
FERGUSON/JVC, HIGH CAPACITY GRIP, 90 MINUTES. ............cccscccscsesesesees FRAO: S-VUHS CASSETTES: acs i022 secescencososeasusead 
FERGUSON/JVC, HIGH CAPACITY GRIP FOR FULL SIZE, 50 MINUTES ... £39.99) 8MM o..........ccccccceccscscsesesesesesesesceeeeseees 


SONY, SANYO, JVC, PANASONIC & reer wecen etc IN STOCK 
PHONE FOR ANY ACCESSORIES ON ANY MAKE 


MASSIVE CLEARANCE SALE ON 


VIDEO RECORDERS 
az 
NV-DaBB Sh sae FV20B 
NV-G12B | Eve 
FveaD (Digital) . 


TOSHIBA 


..... BEST PRICE 
.. BEST PRICE 
_.. BEST PRICE 


SHARP’S NEW SPEAKING VIDEO TELEFUNKEN 
IN STOCK SOON 


RING FOR BEST PRICE & BOOKING VHR 2931 CLEARANCE (5 on) 


SHARP VCT 310M (TALKING HANDSET) 
EXCELLENT NEW TALKING TECHNOLOGY plus 5 Free E180’s £399 
SHARP VCD 801 DIGITAL 
LOADS OF SPECIAL EFFECTS 


AMSTRAD GOODMANS 
VR-6000 


a 
MEMOREX UNIVERSAL REMOTE CONTROL 
Wi cabinet y ONLY £79 inc. P&P 
VIDEO TAPES 
SPECIAL PRICE 


AKAI E-180, TDK E-180, MEMOREX E-180, TDK 240 
Quantity discount available 
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BIG SCREEN TVs 


100” PANASONIC Projection Screen (Multi-System) ............eeeeeeeeee eee e esses eee etteeeteeeeteees — Without Screen £1650 + VAT 
72” SONY Projection Screen (Multi-System) .............::::cccceeersseeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eee er eee t etre eee enennren — With Screen £1399 + VAT 


TOSHIBA 
28" FST STEREO NICAM & SUPER 
= VHS INPUT CONNECTION POA 
SANYO 46" Projection Screen, Multi-System (built in one unit) (Back Projection) 
33” PANASONIC TV, Teletext, Stereo, fSt 0.0.02... ceceeeeeeeeeeeeneeeen ee eeeeseereseeneseran ess 
33” TELEFUNKEN, Multi-System, Stereo, Teletext ............--:.ceeeeeeeeteeeeeeeeten erste seis 
32” TOSHIBA, fst, Teletext ............cceeeceeeeeeeeeeeseeseeeeeenestnnsaaaaaaeeeseseceseseeseeeaennss | 
29” TELEFUNKEN, Multi-System, Teletext ..............2:eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeteeeteenenenneeeees 
29” NORDMENDE, Multi-System, Teletext ..............:eeeeesssseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeteeeeee anne eens: | 
28" TOSHIBA, AKAI, PIONEER, FERGUSON, SANYO .........----:220essseeeeeeeettnnseseeestees 
25” TOSHIBA, PIONEER, AKAI, FERGUSON, SONY, SANYO ...........-::0:::reteerrreenees 
21” PIONEER, AKAI, TOSHIBA, NEC, FERGUSON, SHARP, SANYO .............:::0serrees 
FERGUSON SOKS, 51KS ..ccccccssonsessesssrdecsesnpsensstenstdcesseacccesnsenssersessdenecnsiesmnnneets = 
LOEWE 33” & LOEWE 29” MULTI SYSTEM STEREO & TELETEXT ........-:0000::cesreeeteeeetetees tenes sesssessessessussensntitsss 


EXPORT MODEL TELEVISIONS & VIDEO (EXCL. VAT 


PAL B VIDEO 


SHARP VC-481N (Remote). £215 SUCRE WG sacle sstarostioe crcdrec cs recuscenassetchegetenadinededescoeseoe POA 
NATIONALNVG-12EN_..... £265 NATIONAL NVAOQEM i cd ceticalebcnessncisseatsedssnsnatetscvamn svi eddseasovessns POA 
NATIONALNVGS3OEN ..... £265 NATIONALNV/S0GEM OSs its Ssceiadzcnatesscccesccaadoavescevsassanatinnannctos POA 
NATIONAL NVG3SEN _......0sssecccscccceareccsenscecerssanaseseeeseunaesses £299 SHARP VGSZO/7 79... 3. iidisrssestes AR aiscaececssssscaveseanssarun A soteses POA 

ALSO AVAILABLE JVC/MITSUBISHI MODELS PATA VT a ok cay Resin Setdoree on peasehencuo uate cdras nanudeabenpansudavnuans POA 


PAL/SECAM VIDEO 


HITACHI VT138 Switchabl ... POA 
HITACHI VTS18 Switchable ss AIR FREIGHT OR SHIPMENT 


HITACHI VT528 Switchable... AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT 
AKAIVS-22EV soc ...ssnindedoaan THE WORLD 


TAX FREE EXPORT 


TELEVISIONS 
EXPORT SYSTEM 
JVC 14" MultiSystem .........:c:cssesceseeseesseseestneeeenecsaeeeseneeenens POA TOSHIBA 21” Multi-System .........0cccceeeesseeeeeeseeeeeesereeseseeeseees 
NATIONAL 1 na Pal Bi ches cusccrcasn twesdictctooeaasa trvncushoumetamtemmeetee rages POA Far a ange OTe 
5 cl lal aoe eet eateries On SONY 27” PalSecam, Stereo, Teletext : 
PANASONIG21” Remote, PalSecam .......ccscsecscsssecssesseesseeenerees £270 BV (CU CHS Lk ek Sareea aie RY ae Nn Deer er ree rr £349 


SONY 18" PalB:Reitiote: .v..s.....chevesslestessoossenesesnatts harttaao se POA GRUNDIG, TELEFUNKEN, NORDMENDE & MANY MORE AVAILABLE 
SONY.20'Pal@REMOte as..-.sc.s-cccastersepcrctacrerea teaser > £340 EXPORT ENQUIRIES MOST WELCOME 


COMPANY/LOCAL AUTHORITY/HEALTH AUTHORITY FOR EXPORT QUANTITY ORDERS — IN BOND (Excl. VAT & 
ORDERS AT SPECIAL RATES Duty Prices) — PLEASE RING OUR HOT LINES: 
01-995 4183 & 01-742 1510 
IL ORDERS WELCOME — E PRODUCT, 
pre ce hil ee eds Martone al WE ALSO SPECIALISE IN SHIPMENT ABROAD — AIR OR SEA 
A «CALL SAVES YOUR VALUABLE TIME AND MONEY 


PLEASE RING US FOR ANY OTHER MODELS 
TOO MANY TO LIST 
AMSTRAD BUSINESS COMPUTER DEALER 


Dealer and Stockists of Pioneer, Akai, Toshiba, NEC, Sanyo, JBL, Harman Kardon, Castle, Sony, JVC, Telefunken, Sharp, 
Amstrad, Fisher, Goodmans, Jamo, Ariston, Q Deck and all the other popular makes. 


GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES 


PENGUIN ELECTRONICS 


464 CHISWICK HIGH ROAD 295 CHISWICK HIGH ROAD 
LONDON W4 5TT LONDON W4 5TT 


NEAREST TUBE STATION, CHISWICK PARK 


What Video February 1989 19 


More info on 
accessories 


| FIND your camcorder test 
reports very userful, but could you 
add a list of the manufacturer's 
accessories, listed in its brochure, 
that are available at the time of 
testing? 

| feel that some manufacturers 
may be leaving this by the 
wayside in the rush to introduce 
new models, with the customer on 
the losing end. 

| sent a letter to Canon at the 
beginning of October to 
emphasise this point. My dealer 
tells me that my comments were 
right on target, causing some 
embarrassment; it being 
significant that | have not yet had 
a reply. 
JK Millns, 
Romsey 


Clarification the 
vital aspect 


WITH REFERENCE to your 
helpful and informative June issue 
article, Budget VHS Supertest, 
Picture Definition/Horizontal 
Resolution, in which rating 
assessments were included. 

Since then this data has not 
always been made available in 
various reports on VCRs. It might 
be an idea to include another 
column in your Buyers Guide 
Prices and Facilities list called 
Picture Definition. 

After all, clarification of picture 
resolution is really the most vital 
aspect on the whole list. 
Mervyn Pascoe, 

London 


All VCR tests in WHAT VIDEO 
now carry very detailed picture 
resolution figures. Hope you find 
this useful. 


The mark of a 
professional 


AFTER READING an advert in 
your magazine for a cassette 
tape that when used in 
conjunction with a computer 
would enable buyers to make up 
and add their own titles to video 
films, | decided to send for it. 

| must admit that | was a bit 
sceptical when | saw the 
description ‘of what the cassette 
was capable: of for such a lost, 
cost. However, | decided to risk 
my £15. | would also like to 
point out that my knowledge of 
computers was limited to the 

loading of a few simple games. 
' | received the cassette 
‘Superintro’ by return post and at 
the first opportunity set up my 
computer. This cassette tape is 


A generous dose of cynicism 


| WAS INTERESTED ot read the 
On Test review of ‘JVC's 

new flagship’, the HR-S5000, in 
the December issue, albeit with a 
generous dose of cynicism. 

There were five stars on all six 
feature ratings, and superlatives 
like ‘seeing is believing’ on the 

it cover, no less. 

| have not come across such 
gushing praise since sliced bread 
was invented. When | came to 
the final comment of the review, 
that ‘the future is here, and... it 
works’ | could not help 
wondering whether it would 
continue to work. 

Of course, the biggest 
disadvantage that reviewers have 
is that they can only test a piece 
of equipment as they find it, and 
have no means of testing it for 
the all-important factor of 
reliability over an extended 
period of time. 

To us punters who have to 
fork out our hard-earned washers 
(to quote a WHAT VIDEO 
reviewer), it’s all very well that a 
machine performs well under test 
conditions, but reliability is 
absolutely crucial. 

The reason for my cynicism is 
that | happen to be the 
(disgusted) owner of JVCs 
previous flagship, the 
extraordinarily expensive HR- 
D530EK. This machine 
developed a serious fault within a 
few weeks of purchase, and has 
continued to give me nothing but 
trouble in the brief 10 months | 
have had it. 

The problems have ranged 
from failures in programmed 
recording to a total loss of sound 
and picture. Indeed, | am taking 
this machine back for repairs yet 
again, the problem this time 


absolutely brilliant and a whole 
new world of video opened up 
to me. 

If any of your readers are 
looking for d professional titling 
system at low cost then they 
should send for Superintro and/ 
or Protitler, available from Hall 
Video Productions at 147 
Gladstone Street, Winsford, 
Cheshire. 

Finally in closing | would like — 
through your pages — to thank 
Bob Hall for a superb titling 
system which has opened up a 


being an interesting herring 
bone pattern which disintegrates 
into an attractive white blur. 

Quite frankly, the reliability of 
this machine would have been 
disappointing in a cheap budget 
set, let alone a ‘flagship’ item. 

| wrote to Mr Hazama of JVC 
when | first experienced 

‘oblems with the machine, but 
his response was, well, 
indifferent. 

| do not think that | shall be 
rushing out to buy another 
‘flagship’ unit, let alone a JVC 
one. In fact, | have so completely 
lost faith in this machine that | 
will probably try to dispose of it 
after this round of repairs before 
the warranty runs out. 

So, all unsuspecting 
purchasers of second-hand 
equipment out there, watch out, 
as a duff machine is about to be 
unloaded on you, hopefully at 
high cost (would Mr Hazama be 
interested, do you think?). 

PL Kwan, 
London 


Obviously we cannot assess 
reliability when we test new 
equipment. If we did you'd have 
nothing but old machines in the 
magazine. However, we have 
run manufacturer reliability 
surveys in the past, and this will 
continue. We have not had many 
complaints about the reliability of 
JVC equipment in the past, so it 
would seem that your HR-D530 
is a rogue. As a general rule, if 
your new VCR develops a fault 
within weeks of purchase, do not 
accept a repair. Insist on a 
replacement machine. It is your 
right to do this. 


@ Tape Winner 


whole new field of video 
copying. Gone for ever are the 
letraset, felt tip pens, bits of card 
and so on. 

| would also like to thank you 
for a really brilliant magazine. 
The information | have obtained 
from it is invaluable. Please keep 
up the good work. 
Jeff Moss, 
Oxon 


PS: | feel | must warn other 
readers that my wife is just about 
to divorce me and she is citing 


WHAT VIDEO and the 
Superlntro and Protitler computer 
tapes as the other women. She 
says | pay far more attention to 
them than | ever did to her. | 
must admit that whichever | pick 
up commands my attention for 
hours on end. Anyway, as | told 
her, | can always get another 


wife. 


Sony angel fails 
to impress 


| AM a good, semi-professional 
videographer, running a small 
but extremely professional 
company, using both low band 
U-matic equipment and Sony Pro 
100 camcorders. 

| have always read and saved 
your equipment reports with 
great interest. | usually master 
onto VHS for convenience and 
facilities available on my 
Ferguson 3V53 machine are 
unrivalled in the editing stakes — 
that is until the arrival of the 
Sony EV-S800. 

To quote your report in the 
December 1987 issue, ‘Its edit 
facilities eclipse the entire VHS 
genre by some degree’. 

U-Matic aside, the intention 
was to master on V8 and buy a 
good basic VHS machine for 
copies. 

This ‘angel’ which by all 
account is the best semi-pro 
editing machine available can 
only insert picture and sound 
together, which for my purposes 
is an absolute waste of time. 

Of course, | only discovered 
this after | collected the machine 
from the dealer, who incidently 
only ordered in the machine after 
a fair amount of persuasion, as it 
is not a normally stocked item. 

The poor instructions 
(compared to the Ferguson) don't 
even tell you that the audio 
signal is replaced in addition to 
the visual signal. In fact only 
‘automatic insert edit’ is explained 
in the manual. | only knew of 
‘manual’ IE from your report, and 
at first assumed | could only 
insert when two machines were 
lined via the L connection. 
Fortunately, | still have my trusty 
3V53, and while | am extremely 
pleased with my 8mm format 
camcorders, | feel Sony have 
made a drastic error in not 
including picture only insert on 
this top range machine and have 
no hope in winning over the 
more serious user until they do so. 

My second gripe is that of 
your various comments, alwa 
favourable, on the JVC JX-C7 
Video Corrector. Not once have | 
read that the fade control 
doesn't always function fully if the 
brightness control on the monitor 
set is not turned down below the 
normal setting. 
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Share your video viewpoints with the rest of our readers. There’s a 
free Fuji tape for the best letter published each month. Send your 
contributions to WHAT VIDEO Letters, 57-59 Rochester Place, London 
NW1 9JU. Please keep your letters short and typed if possible 


Please, in future reports make a 
point of mentioning these things, 
that is, picture only insert or 
picture and sound insert. 

J A Humberstone, 
Romford 


Audio dub a copy of a section 
of the soundtrack onto the spare 
PCM track of the EVS-800 when 
inserting a cutaway, then mix the 
PCM track with the FM track 
when dubbing onto VHS. This 
should ease your editing 
problems. 


Waiting for the 
perfect match 


FOLLOWING YOUR recent 
articles and reviews on S-VHS 
machines, I'm ready to rush out 
and buy one as soon as I've got 
the readies. 

But before | do, I'll be wanting 
a TV that can do justice to the 
thousand pounds worth of 
hardware I'll be buying. And 

there's the snag, S-terminal 
equipped TVs don’t seem to exist 
at the moment. 

Can you tell me when such TVs 
are likely to appear in the UK? If 
it is going to be an eternity 
before they do, could | buy a 
Scart equipped set and have an 
engineer modify the Scart socket 
to accept signals from the video's 
S-terminals? However, would this 
invalidate the guarantee? 

G S Munday, 
London 


S-terminal TVs are gradually 
becoming available. Having an 
engineer rewire your existing 
Scart is not a realistic option. 


Consistency and 
credibility 

WHAT GIVES? In November's, 
WHAT VIDEO your VCR review 


rated the Panasonic NV-G40 as 
mediocre and poorly specified. 


MOSM, 
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Changing fortunes for the NV-G40. 


Amplification is the sound solution for Fujix. 


VIDEO CARERS RECORDER 


Having just bought one | was 
somewhat down in the mouth. In 
December's issue this changed to 
‘well-built solid performer’. 

Having been misled by 
magazine recommendations a 
few times over the years, | don’t 
really take this too seriously. | do 
feel though, that a better 
standard of consistency would 
give more credibility to an 
otherwise enjoyably readable 
magazine. 

Stuart Martin, 
Chester 


A number of people have 
commented on this — we're glad 
so many study our Buyer's 
Guide! The Panasonic NV-G40 
comment in the November issue 
was changed simply because it 
did not reflect the findings of our 
test. which ran the month before. 
Someone had made a mistake, 
and for that we apologise. We 
often change comments in the 
Buyer’s Guide — but we do not 
intend these changes to be 
contradictory and contusing. 


Beating back 
the silence 


BEING THE owner of a Fujix 
P600 AF which doesn’t have an 


earphone socket, but in common 


BUS 


Dill) PEOOAF unite 


with most camcorders is fitted 
with audio output socket, | took 
the example of Mr Young 
(December issue), and purchased 
a stereo jack to phono plug 
adaptor, cat no. 274-387. 

| fitted my stereo headphones 
into the jack socket of the 
adaptor and the phono plug of 
the adaptor into the audio 
output on my camera. Though 
sound came through it was 
barely audible. 

A trip to the local music shop 
solved the problem. Purchasing a 
JHS ‘Fly Speck’ headphone 
amplifier, priced £12, | connected 
this up and it worked a treat. 

An extra bonus with using the 
amplifier is the volume control, 
which allows optimum sound 
monitoring through the 
headphones. 

Another problem | would like 
solved is how to record onto 
camera from a television monitor 
other than direct from the screen. 
Any ideas? 

Richard Bennett, 
Nottingham 


A possible problem 
with Super VHS? 
AT LAST Super VHS has arrived 


in the UK and it looks as though it 
will be as good as advertised, 


IxX-8 


judging by the reviews published 
to date. 

| am eagerly looking forward 
to the S-VHS market developing 
over the next few months as | 
make plans to replace my 
existing, ageing, equipment — a 
state of affairs that probably 
applies to many readers. 

However, | have hit on what | 
think may be a snag with S-VHS 
for the amateur or semi-pro user 
using the new format when it 
comes to editing and keeping 
the best possible picture quality. 

While existing post-production 
equipment such as faders, colour- 
correctors, enhancers, wipe- 
generators and so on, will 
continue to work with the 
composite video signal output 
from the new machines, this will 
result in a greater loss of quality 
between edit generations than 
would be the case if the S- 
terminals were used. 

But the post-production 
equipment so far available does 
not have S-terminals. 

It should be possible to route 
the luminance part of the signal 
from the S-terminal through 
existing equipment, so that some 
of the facilities can be used. Even 
this may be doubtful, however, as 
unacceptable timing delays may 
be caused between the two parts 
of the signal. 

So does this means that all our 
existing equipment is junk — 
including the highly-regarded 
(and recent) Panasonic MX10? 
And if so, how long is it likely to 
be before S-VHS compatible 
equivalents are introduced, since | 
haven't seen any mention of 
them so far? 

Allan Haighton, 
Macclesfield 
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CCD Vv90 
CCD F340 


...one step ahead 


CAMCORDERS [li VIDEOS HI-FI | TELEVISIONS 


SALE SALE SAL 


VIDEO RECORDERS: 


AKAINS2SEKooich sissy. :scsrecssvchsetachecesttasdubeayeso sei 
AKAI VS35EK .. satiate’ iam cries Genes cedar tasioe ae 
AKAI VSSSEK ... ~ oat bt 
AKAI VS66EK . 
AKAIVS77EK........ so 
FERGUSON FV20B ........... 
FERGUSON FV2IR .......... 
FERGUSON FV26L ..... 
FERGUSON FV14T .. 
HITACHI VT420...... 
HITACHI VT430.. 
HITACHI VT450.. 
HITACHI VT520.. 
HITACHI VT530.. 
HITACHI VT522 
HITACHI VT58' 
JVC HRD 320 . 
JVC HRD 400 . 
UVCHRD 500 |. 0.0.0.0 ccctecseeeseee 
JVC HRD 700 . 
JVC HRD 330 .... 
JVC HRD 530 .... 
VOHRD: 750) 3 anisseeseave sopstipsen 
MITSUBISHI HSB10 .. 

MITSUBISHI HSB20 .. 
MITSUBISHI HSB30 .. 
MITSUBISHI HA349 ... 
PANASONIC NVGA40 ... 
PANASONIC NVG45 ... 
PANASONIC NVG48 ... 
PANASONIC NVG25 ... 
PANASONIC NVD80 ............--.eeeeeeeee 
PANASONIC NV180 PORTABLE ........... 
PANASONIC NVFS1B SUPER VHS 
SANYO VHRD5O0..............esesncreeeees 
SANYO VHRD4410.... Re 
SANYO VHRD4610.... 
SANYO VHRD4710.... 
SANYO VHRD3300....... 
SONY EVS 800V8........ 
SONY SLV 201 VHS....... 
SONY SLV 401 VHS....... 
SONY SLV 801 VHS....... 

SHARP VCD SOT (ic ctncsscscosrsenanterryresenshs 


GAMCORDERS: 


FERGUSON FC05 VHS-C ........... 

HITACHI VMC 30 VHS-C..............++ 
HITACHI VMC 40 VHS-C.........-..000 
HITACHI VM 600 VHS ............6++ 

JVC GR45EK VHS-C 
JVC GRA30VHS-C.............++ 
PANASONIC NMVCE6B VHS-C . 
PANASONIC NVM7B VHS ........ 
PANASONIC NVMC10B VHS-C .. 
PANASONIC NVMS1B SUPER VH 
SANYO VMD 3VIDEO8 . 
SANYO VMD 5VIDEO8 . 
SHARP VCL 73 VHS-C .. 
SONY CCDF330 VIDEO 8 
SONY CCDF340 VIDEO 8 .............-eee8 
SONY CCDSP5 VIDEO 8 ............::e000 
SONY CCDV90 VIDEO 8 .... Pe cine 
SONY CCDV100 VIDEO 8 ............cceccreeesereeeerneeeernes 
SONY CCDV200 VIDEO 8 ...........00ceeeeeeesseeeeeeseeeeens 
TAMRON CX-7 VIDEO 8 .........--cseceeeeeeeeeeeeeseeereeeens 


VIDEO CAMERAS: 


PANASONIC WVP-F10 100 ...........00sceeeeesesereeeeeerennes 
PANASONIC WVP-F10 150... hs $3 
PANASONIC WVP-F10 200... stip Sy 
PANASONIC WVN3 SYSTEM...........0:0ceeeeeererseceeseeees 


DSM _BATTERIES: 


DSM6.5 AMP HR SLA PACK.... 
DSM 13 AMP HR SLA PACK.. 
DSM6AMP HR SLABELT.... 
DSM4 AMP HRNICAD BELT....... 
DSM8AMPHRNICAD BELT....... 
DSM4 AMP HR VHS-CBELT....... 
DSMSONY 8MMBELT................ 
DSM7 AMP HRNICAD BELT 


VIDEO MIXERS: 


JVC JXC7 COLOUR CORRECTOR .................0+5 
PANASONIC WVJS1E PRODUCTION MIXER : 
PANASONIC WVJMX10 DIGITAL AV MIXER 


SONY XVT600 PICTURE COMPUTER........... 
SONY XVC700 COLOUR CORRECTOR.... 
VIVANCO VCR 1044 ENHANCER 
VIVANCO VCR 2044 ENHANCER 
VIVANCO VCR 3044 ENHANCER 
VIVANCO VCR 3000 ENHANCER 


VIDEO LIGHTS: 


REFLECTA 300 WATT .. 
REFLECTA 1000 WATT . 
REFLECTA 2000 WATT ....... 
REFLECTA 100W PORTABLE 
SUNPAK CV300 PORTABLE. . 


VIDEO TV: 


PANASONIC AGSOOB (SYSTEM)... 
SONYV-EV+DT To. 3 i eiecsvruges ages 


PROFESSIONAL VIDEO: 


PANASONIC AG1000B.............. 
PANASONIC AG6100B.. 
PANASONIC AG6500B... 
PANASONIC AG6400B............:000seeeeeeeees 


VIDEO TAPES: 
VHS TAPES 


FUJI E180 SHG... 
FUJI E240 SHG... 
FUJI E30 SXG PRO .. 
FUJI E120 SXG PRO . ; 
FUQUETBOSXG PRO... c0ciccciescsnsnesenvosoceeessge 
JVC E120 PRO ... 
JVC E180 PRO ... 
MAXELL E180 HGX . 
MAXELL E120 RX-PRO. 
MAXELL £180 RX-PRO.... 
SONY E180 PRO-X..... 

TDK E180 EHG ...... 
TDKE120HD .... 
TDKE180HD ....... 

TDK E120 HD-XPRO... 
TOKETSOADSXPRO 5... oscsassevs tavsetvcnsb ensues 


VHS-C TAPES 


JVC EC30 SHG 
SVG ECBO PRO ........ceeeeseeeceeeeeeeteeseeseeeresenns £5. 

FUSTECQO HG 230... spceoesntits be ccsanoaedtanteeese £3.99 
MAXELL EC30 EX s 
PANASONIC EC30 SHG..............c.seesseeeeeeeoeees £3.79 
TDK EGSOENG 2 5....0.0.-6. 


BRRRBRRBRRERe RE 
SSSsSansR8ssssesqse 


DIECSDPRO sf... sare avtuscuree eres a ae 


VIDEO 8 TAPES 


MINIMUM ORDER 10 PIECES: 
POSTAGE ON TAPES & ACCESSORIES: £2.50 


CAMERA SYSTEMS: 


PANASONIC F10/100 + NV180 + A/C 
PANASONIC F10/150 + NV180 + A/C 
PANASONIC F10/200 + NV180 + A/C 
PANASONIC F10/100 OR F10/150 or F10/200 + 


PANASONIC WVN3 + AG6400 + A/C 
If you require any other Camera System 
please phone for details. 


GOODS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 


E SALE 


TELEVISIONS: 
SONY, PANASONIC 


MITSUBISHI, HITACHI 
Televisions are available from stock. 
Please phone for price. 


VIDEO ACCESSORIES: 

UBB FILTER FA. nacsevaciotscisatagceset ot £29.95 
KEWMODE WIDE + TELEPHOTO LENS (BOTH) «859.95 
KEWMODE TELECINE ADAPTOR ......:00-2:>ve £34.95 


Complete range of Video Accessories including : 
Batteries, Cases, Adaptors, Chargers 
for most equipment are in stock. 


VIDEO TRIPODS: 


Complete ame of Kewmode, Manfrotto and 
Slik Tripods are available. 


We believe that we’re very competitive in 
the UK for TV’s, CAMCORDERS, VIDEOS, 
VIDEO CAMERA SYSTEMS, VIDEO ACCES- 
SORIES and HI-FI. 

We have a huge range from all the quality 
manufacturers along with comprehensive 
stocks. and manufacturers back 
GUARANTEES. 

Optional 5 year extended guarantees are 
also available. ‘See for yourselves and for 
that personal touch, come and visit our 
showrooms on the ROMFORD ROAD, FOR- 
EST GATE. 


PRICE PROMISE 


The PRC PRICE PROMISE, if prior to 
purchase you can find any of our products 
advertised elsewhere cheaper (and in stock), 
we will beat the PRICE at the time of 
purchase. 


FAST MAIL ORDER 


We also have a super fast efficient mail 
order service available. When you place your 
order, give credit card details and leave the 
rest to us. Our service & delivery costs £6 per 
parcel. It’s as easy as it is effective. 


UNITED qj 
TIN 

iz 
HI-FI & VIDEO 


450 ROMFORD ROAD 
FOREST GATE 
LONDON E7 8DF 


(open MON-SAT. 10am to 6pm) 


EN BARCLAYCARD| 


01-470 3499 rrc 01-552 2903 


Showrooms open i Mandayt to Saturday gam to 6pm 
223 Tottenham Court Road, London W1 15 Tottenham Court Road, London W1 43 Church Street, Croydon, Surrey 
MAIL ORDER HOTLINE Tel: 01-436 3131 


AKAI 

Akai VS-23EK 

Akai VS-35EK 

Akai VS-55EK 

Akai VS-66EK 

Akai VS-77EK 

Jvc 

JVC HRD 320EK 

JVC HRD 400EK 

JVC HRD 500EK 

JVC HRD 700EK 

JVC HRD 750EK 

JVC HRD 530EK 
SANYO 

Sanyo VHR-4150 
Sanyo VHR-4350 .... 
Sanyo VHR-P500 PIP 


Sony CCD F330 
Sony CCD F340 
Sony CCD FSP5 
Sony V100E 


Panasonic NVM7B 
Panasonic NVMS1B 


PanasonicNVMC10B. .. 


Panasonic NVMC6B 


TC-L3G 3" 
TC-1100G 11” 
TC-1480-1485 
TC-1675 16” 
TC-1785 17” 
TC-2185 21” 


TX-C84 24” NIGAM 


TX-C78 28" NICAM ... 


TX-3570 33” NICAM 


FERGUSON 
Ferguson FV20R 
Ferguson FV21R 
Ferguson FV22L — 
Ferguson FV26 PIP 
Ferguson FV14. NICAM 
SHARP 

Sharp VC A140 

Sharp VC 5011 BEST BUY 
Sharp VC D801 
PANASONIC 
Panasonic NV G21B 
Panasonic NV G40B 
Panasonic NV G45B ... 
Panasonic NV G48B ... 
Panasonic NV D80B 
Panasonic NV FS1 


PORTABLE VIDEOS & 
CAMERA SYSTEMS 


Panasonic NV180B 
Panasonic AG6400B 
Hitachi VT-8E 
Panasonic F10-100 
Panasonic F10-200 
Panasonic F10-150 
Hitachi VKC1600E 


Sony CCD V200E 

Fuji P610 Free Tripod 
Sanyo VMD1 

Sanyo VMD3 


CAMCORDER VHS/C 
JVC GR-45 
Hitachi VMCC30 
Hitachi VMC40 
Hitachi VM500 
Hitachi VM600 


KV-M14-14 
KV-M14-TEXT 
KV-M19XMT-TEXT 
KV-M211-R/C 


HITACHI 
Hitachi VT-520 
Hitachi VT-536 
Hitachi VT-522 
Hitachi VT-580 
Hitachi VT-430 
SONY 

Sony SLF2SUB 
Sony SL-V201 
Sony SL-V401 
Sony SL-V801 
EUS-800UB 
Sony EVDT1 
NEC 

NEC DX-1000 
NEC DX-3000 
NEC DX-1700 


Panasonic Batteries 
Canon Batteries 


Sharp VLC73A 
Telefunken 292 
Bauer BO8N VC616 
Philips (JVC Clone) 


We can try to beat or match any 
price at your time of purchase 


ALL PRICES AVAILABLE ON 
MAIL ORDER & SHOWROOM 


GULTRONICS 


217-218 Tottenham Court Road 
London W1. 
Tel: 01-436 3131 oo 
All prices correct at time of fans to 
press and are subject to c range 
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Tomorrow’s news today on the latest AV 
fashion gadgets from the land of the rising 
yen, brought to you by Allan Shriver 


IN A last-minute attempt to 
swing public favour away from 
S-VHS and S-VHS-C as 
camcorder formats, Sony has 
announced a High Band 8mm 
camcorder yielding a claimed 
400 lines of horizontal 
resolution. 

This rivals the 420 lines 
claimed for most S-VHS 
equipment, but is still way above 
that of the more usual 260/270 
lines of standard VHS or 8mm. 

Shop prices for 8mm High 
Band equipment are expected to 
be around 40 per cent higher 
than existing 8mm gear. 

Sony is also expected to 
license many other 8mm 
manufacturers to use the High 
Band format to go for the throat 
of VHS and VHS-C camcorder 
formats. 

Sony is said to be still shying 
from the enforced move away 
from its own Beta 1/2in. home 
deck format towards the de 
facto home video tape standard 
of VHS as developed by JVC 
and Matsushita. 

In answer to High Band 8mm, 
the JVC/Matsushita duo is 
reported to be ready with a 
High Band VHS format for the 
VHS-C range of camcorders to 
thwart any death-blow to VHS 
from 8mm. 

The greater marketing might of 
JVC/Matsushita worldwide via 
existing technology-transfer 
agreements could still limit the 
overnight swing from VHS-C to 
8mm as the favoured camcorder 
format. 

Kyocera (which owns the 
Yashica brand name) has begun 
marketing a trick-featured 8mm 
camcorder, the KD-M710, for 
£700. 

It has auto title scroll, title 
inversion and title superimpose 
features plus a 1/4000 second 
shutter speed and f1.4, 6x zoom 
lens. 

The skyrocketing sales of 
camcorders has finally caught the 
eyes of mini LCD TV maker 
Casio, which has just launched its 
first camcorder, an 8mm model 
costing around £800. 

The Casio V-M100 is thought 
to be made by Hitachi and has a 
nine-head (!) VHS-C drum, 
variable shutter speeds and a 
flying erase head for steady 
editing. 

Fuji continues to support 8mm 
with a new Fujix-8 F620 
camcorder for £700 with title 
memory and data functions. 
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The Handycam CCD-F300 is 
Sony's most recent 8mm model, 
for about £675 and featuring 
title memory, scroll and 
superimpose. 


HIGH DEFINITION TV cameras 
used to be designed for best 
reproduction under very bright 
studio lighting and were definitely 
not outside broadcast units... 
until now. 

Specialist (pro) video camera 
makers Ikegami Tsushinki has 
begun selling an HDTV camera 
which is 10 times more sensitive 
than previous models and can 
be used in only 200lux (at f2.8). 

This development drastically 
increases the programming 
content possible for the new 
high definition television format. 

HDTV broadcasting 
experiments continue in Japan 
using satellites and cable TV to 
spread it into special ‘cinemas’. 

Since the Americans have 
insisted, churlishly it must be said, 
that all HDTV destined for the 
USA must be compatible with (ie, 
receivable on) conventional 
NTSC sets, Japanese electronics 
giants have been going into wild 
contortions to figure out a way to 
do it — but have succeeded in 
finding several ways! 

In a related development, 
Matsushita has announced its 
EDTV (extended definition TV) 
gadget (at just £2,250) which will 
take a standard 525-line NTSC 
broadcast picture and tweak it 
slightly, allowing an EDTV or 
HDTV receiver to display it at a 
claimed horizontal resolution of 
600 lines. (Remember, current 
PAL TVs resolve about 250 lines, 
and S-VHS about 400-450 lines). 

By the way, camcorder 
imports from Japan into the UK in 
the first nine months of 1988 
were up 58 per cent from '87 at 
nearly 108,000 units during the 
period. 


JVC IS extending its range of 
S-VHS home decks with two 
new models, the HR-7700 for 
around £875, and the HR- 
$5500 for about £775. 

Sanyo’s new S-VHS home 
deck has a built-in Broadcast 
Satellite tuner for around £945. 
Its full spec includes auto digital 
video and audio tracking, flying 
erase head, VISS, VASS and 
counter go-to search. 

It also has optical digital audio 
recording, said a Sanyo 
spokesman. 


‘is a KE ee 
PCT-15 ¥57,800 


For those of you who like 
your BS portable (!), you may like 
to start saving those pennies for 
Matsushita's ‘portable direct to 
audio video’ (DTAV) system 
incorporating a BS tuner, colour 
LCD TV screen and 30cm 
antenna all in one package; price 
unknown. 

Still on the topic of BS, Toshiba 
reports a 29in. CTV with satellite 
tuner and what it calls 
‘holographic sound.’ Details are 
so far being hidden, but inside 
sources say that it gives the 
effect of not only sound from 
front left, front right, back left 
and back right, but also from 
above and below the listening 
space, hence giving a greater 
‘3D’ sound impression. 

Watch out for the next Kubrick 
or Spielberg outerspace film 
soundtrack! 

Still-picture video phones are 
on their way to the UK. Already 
Mitsubishi and Matsushita are 
shipping these units to the USA; 
both say that Europe and the UK 
are next on the list. 

Other units available now in 
Japan offer picture frame refresh 
rates varying from once every 
four seconds to twice per second, 


Still picture video phones are on 
the way for the UK. 


depending on model, whether 
the picture is colour or mono, and 
whether the unit uses a 
conventional video pickup tube 
or a CCD. 

DAT (digital audio tape) fans 
may like to watch out in the 
European marketplace for a 
portable DAT recorder from 
Matsushita (SV-MD11 in Japan, 
probably SV-250 in Europe) for 
about £1,800. 

Before you throw out all those 
old vinyl LPs in favour of CDs and 
DAT, look for a new laser pickup 
analogue turntable from the 
American CTl company, said to 
become available from about 
April or May at around £2,100. 

Sound pickup is therefore 
totally free of conventional 
turntable howl and rumble, plus it 
has the added benefit of a non- 
contact pickup system which 
allows almost indefinite life of 
existing LPs O 


NOTE: Prices and availability in Allan's column 
refer only to Japan. UK arrival may well be some 
time off, while prices, with freight, VAT and import 
duty added, will certainly be substantially higher. 
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WORTH OF AC EEN 


£ INCLUDED !!! 


POINT AND SHOOT SIMPLICITY 
WITH EVERY CONCEIVABLE 
FEATURE ! 


All the features Baa 
famous VM-E2 


* Fully Automatic 3 Way 
Programme Mode Sets 
Auto Focus, Exposure 
& White Balance 


* Incredible Low Light 
Operation down to 7 LUX 


* 1/1000th Second Shutter 
Speed For Action Shots 


* Self Timer and Interval Timer 
Shift 


* Superb 8mm Hi-Fi Sound Reproduction 
* Canon's Lightest & Most Compact Camcorder Yet! 


* Battery Pack * Carry Case 

* Charge Coupler * Car Battery Adaptor 
* Wrist Strap * 2 x P590 Tapes 

* * Tripod 

* pate * Extra Battery 

* P530 Tape nif 


v ) : ‘es \ ¥ 4 J 
OOLEMANS 
SE, ST —§ OR AL 5 SS ee ae) 
f \. 
59 EASTGATE SHOPPING CENTRE, 
BASILDON.ESSExX. Tel :0268 285922 


10am-8pm Monday to Friday.10am-6pm Sat. 


76 ILFORD LANE,ILFORD,ESSEX. Tel: 01-553 2587 


9am -6pm Monday to Saturday Closed Thursdays. 


S 
AS £1099. “ 
WAVE £100 


PRICE 


CHALLENGE 
IF YOU CAN FIND 


Another shop that Stocks it, Dems it, 
Delivers it, Installs it, Services it, Part 
Exchanges it, Offers ee credit on it and 
STILL hits our price deals, then we will 
beat the price on the spot! 


PRODUCTS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY - PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS 


Every month Barry Fox looks into the 


direction of video, its technical 
development and its brief history 


WHAT ARE these ‘S’ signals we 
keep hearing about? The signal 
that comes out of a conventional 
video recorder and goes into a 
conventional television is a 
‘composite’. 

That is to say the colour 
content, or ‘chroma’ signal, is put 
on a subcarrier and mixed with 
the ‘luminance’, or black and 
white, detail signal. The television 
set has to unravel the mix. 

This gives rise to a problem 
called cross colour; the high 
frequency fine detail signal is 
mistaken for colour. The effect on 
screen is an unpleasant moiré 
effect, as seen for instance on 
herring-bone jackets. 

Professional video equipment 
keeps the luminance (Y) black 
and white and chrominance (C) 
colour signals completely 
separate. S-VHS is a halfway 
stage. The chrominance is 
modulated onto a carrier but this 
is kept separate from the 
luminance. 

So what comes out of an S- 
VHS recorder is an S (separated) 
signal and the best results from 
S-VHS are only obtainable when 
that S signal is fed into a 
television set with an S terminal 
— so that the Y and C signals 
are never allowed to mix. 

Additionally the television set 
should have improved and wider 
bandwidth circuitry and a finer 
resolution picture tube to do full 


The proof of the 
pudding: 
ordinary VHS 
resolution 
(right) 
outstripped by 
S-VHS (below). 
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justice to S-VHS. 

When all these requirements 
are met, then you get the full 
400-plus lines of resolution 
without any of the herring-bone 
cross colour effects that you see 
with normal colour television. 

If you feed the signal from an 
S-VHS recorder into a 
conventional TV, you have to do 
it by using the composite output 
from the S-VHS recorder. That 
loses you around 100 or more 
lines of resolution and it is also 
liable to reintroduce the problem 
of cross colour. 

Current TV sets and video 
recorders have a connection 
system called Scart or Peritel 
which uses a 21-pin socket. 
Unfortunately this standard was 
set before S-VHS was developed 
and thus before the requirement 
for an S or separate connection 
was recognised. 

On a Scart connector, there 
are pins which carry the 
ordinary composite signal and 
pins which carry the raw red, 
green and blue components of a 
video signal. 

Unfortunately there is some 
discrepancy on the standard 
over the RGB connections so that 
the Scart socket on one maker's 
TV set may not exactly match the 
Scart socket on another maker's 
video recorder. There may be a 
slight delay between colours 
arriving. 


g sis 


bad 
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Moves are afoot to try to 
reach a solid standard on this 
now, and also to make provision 
for a signal path which keeps the 
luminance and chrominance 
separate. This means modifying 
the Scart standard retroactively. 
The separate Y/C signal will 
connect via two of the pins 
normally used for R, G and B. 

Ideally this will involve some 
kind of automatic switching in the 
television set to recognise 
whether it is being fed a separate 
Y/C signal or an RGB signal. 
Even so the standard is de- 
standardised. 

Another possibility is to 
introduce a black box converter 
which will fit between the S 
output of the S-VHS video 
recorder and the Scart socket of 
a TV set, and convert the S 
signal into an RGB signal. 

But because of the 
aforementioned lack of exact 
standardisation on RGB signals, 
this black converter box will have 
to have fine tuning controls to 
ensure that the black and white 
and colour signals exactly match 
and line up on screen — 
otherwise the result will be a 
smearing of colour. 

Obviously none of this is ideal 
or elegant. In fact the only really 
elegant solution is to use a new 
TV set which is designed to 
reproduce high quality signals 
from an S-VHS recorder and 
equipped with an S terminal. 
Bear this in mind if buying a new 
set. 


NOW | can report something 
previously told me only in 
confidence by Japanese 
engineers. 

All the major VHS 
manufacturers have been 
working on a system which will 
give the format an option for 
PCM digital sound, as in 8mm 
video. (See also WHAT VIDEO, 
March ‘88 — Dep Ed!) 

Panasonic wanted PCM sound 
built into the S-VHS format. JVC 
said no. Mitsubishi has worked on 
PCM, too. 

Recently a Japanese 
newspaper reported that JVC, 
Hitachi, Mitsubishi, Panasonic and 
Sharp had all agreed on a 
format. Naturally they deny this. 
But at least it leaves me free to 
tell how the system works. 

In the first VHS recorders, 10 
years ago, the picture signal was 
recorded as helical tracks, by a 
rotating head drum, and the 
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“VHS Scart hitch 


New video standards pose Scart 
problems. 


sound as a linear track down the 
edge of the tape, recorded by a 
stationary head. 

Then came VHS Hi-fi, with two 
extra heads on the video drum 
laying down an FM sound signal. 

This signal is of lower 
frequency than the video, so it 
tends to record deeper down 
into the tape coating. This gives a 
two-layer recording sandwich, 
video on top and audio below. 

The PCM plan involves putting 
two more heads on the drum, 
which will lay down a PCM 
signal on the tape as well as 
video and FM audio. The 
frequency of the PCM signal is 
chosen so that it records 
between the FM audio and 
video, to give a three-layer 
sandwich. 

Apart from the extra cost of 
putting extra heads on the video 
drum, some clever tricks, a 
variation on slant azimuth 
recording, will be needed to 
stop the PCM signal interfering 
with the FM audio and video. 


PHILIPS HAS now put out a 
service memo on the problem of 
incompatability between the 
CDV-475 video disc player and 
Marantz AV-251 and Philips AV- 
1100 switching boxes, caused 
by the unclamped output from 
the former. 

To cut a long story short, the 
output stage of the 475 combi 


DT 


> 


Lens 


Attaches to the 

front of most video 
cameras and 
transforms the image 
to three times its 
normal coverage. 
Like a fisheye without 
distortion. 


GlasScreen 
PROFESSIONAL KIT 


The inexpensive system for transferring 
slides/film/text to video tape. 
Screen size — 15 x 11ins. 


GlasScreen 
POPULAR KIT 


Transfer your cine films or slides simply 
and professionally with 

the new glass screened 

popular kit. 


1.5x Tele converter 
for video cameras 


Phone your order for immediate despatch. 


ees ( > ) Payment can 
be made by 
Sarge credit card. 


DINERS CLUB 


GEORGE ELLIOTT & SONS LTD. 
London Road, Westerham, KentTN161DR 
_ Telephone: (0959) 62198 


GEORGE ELLIOTT 


DAUM FUL 


<4 player is affected by the DC 


voltage which builds up on a 
capacitor at the input of the 
switching box. 

Philips recommends that service 
engineers modify the switching 
box by putting its 75ohm load 
resistor network ahead of the 
input capacitor. At present the 
resistors follow behind the 
capacitor. 

The snag is that this 
deteriorates the ‘video enhance’ 
feature of the switching box. 

The alternative is for service 
engineers to make up a combi- 
to-switching box connection 
cable which has a bridging 
150ohm resistor between signal 
and earth. The disadvantage of 
this is that it reduces the video 
signal amplitude. 

But in practice this is unlikely to 
be noticeable. | used 100ohms 
and was quite happy with the 
picture. 

The easiest and neatest way to 
make this modification is to plug 
a three-way, T-shaped BNC 
connector between the Combi 
and switching box. Make up a 
plug with a 100 or 1500hm 
resistor soldered across the live 
and earth pins, and connect it to 
the third socket. 


AFTER MORE than a month’s 
delay, the organisers of the 
BBC’s Radio Show at Earl’s Court 
finally came up with attendance 
figures. But the figure varies 
between 65,000 and around 
93,000, depending on who you 
talk to. 

Inside the BBC, responsibility 
for the Radio Show was split 
three ways; between the BBC 
Radio publicity and promotions 
department at Broadcasting 
House, BBC Enterprises in West 
London and a team at Pebble 
Mill under the appointed 
director for the show, Jock 
Gallagher. BBC Enterprises 
contracted an outside company 
PAISS to organise the show. This 
made a four-way split, with 
different factions all assuming 
that someone else was doing 
what they weren't. 

A BBC producer, who put on 
broadcasts from the show, 
poured out his heart: ‘The 
programmes had been planned 
for weeks but the notices telling 
visitors what was on in the studio 
upstairs were written in felt-tipped 
pen on a board. No wonder so 
few people came. And it had the 
acoustics of a barn anyway.’ 

As the show ended, 
Broadcasting House claimed that 


the target of 100,000 visitors had 
been met. PAISS also claimed 
100,000. A BBC Radio 2 
broadcaster said ‘over 100,000’. 
Show sponsor Daily Mail claimed 
‘more than 100,000’ and 
quoted Jock Gallagher as saying 
the response had been 
‘phenomenal, much better than 
we dared expect’. 

Exhibitors who had seen how 
thin the crowds looked, even 
though the show took up only the 
gallery at Earl’s Court, just did 
not believe the 100,000 claim. 

Industry magazine Broadcast 
put the real figure at under 
80,000. Inside the BBC, realists 
talked off the record about 
70,000. But neither PAISS nor 
the BBC would give accredited 
figures. 

Then, at the annual general 
meeting of the Federation of 
British Audio, which had been a 
key supporter of the show, 
exhibition committee chairman 
Ross Walker announced a figure 
of 65,000, which he had 
obtained from PAISS. 

Perhaps PAISS had not 
realised that the FBA meeting 
was open to the press, because 
at around the same time the BBC 
finally came out with a firm 
figure, also supplied by PAISS. 

There were 93,327 through 
the turnstile, Sandra Chalmers, 
head of BBC Radio publicity and 
promotions, told me. 

Weeks later Chalmers is still 
unable to explain the wide 
discrepancy between the two 
figures, one sourced from PAISS 
by the FBA, and the other 
sourced from PAISS by the BBC. 

After the AGM, Ross Walker 
told PAISS, on behalf of the FBA, 
that the industry is still interested 
in a show in two years time — 
but only if the organisers stop 
playing ostrich. 

‘| have said that they must stop 
pretending that everything was 
wonderful,’ says Walker. ‘They 
must acknowledge that serious 
mistakes were made, and be 
prepared to take advice.’ 

Bob Abraham, managing 
director of QED, was one of the 
few MDs who manned a stand at 
the show and thus saw with his 
own eyes how many people 
didn’t turn up. 

‘Under different circumstances | 
would have been happy with 
the 65,000 figure,’ says 
Abraham. ‘What | object to is 
the way the BBC and organisers 
haven't been honest with us. 
Next time round, if there is a next 
time, | shall want all promises in 
writing’ O 
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Robert Angus reports every month 
on the American video scene 


THE LARGEST single impediment 
to the introduction of the recorda- 
ble laser disc is the unresolved 
question of DAT. That's the view of 
Erich Geiger, technical director of 
Thomson-Brandt, who was visiting 
his opposite numbers at Thomson- 
RCA headquarters in Indianapolis 
recently. 

Geiger admits that standards 
have yet to be set for discs and 
recorders. An example, he says, is 
the failure of Philips, Thomson and 
Tandy even to agree on goals. 

Tandy’s disc is for analogue 
audio recording, while Philips view 
the erasable laserdisc as an exten- 
sion of CD technology. We realise 
the audio potential, but ours is a 
digital system which has the ability 
to capture video as well as audio 
on the disc. We can record one 
hour of video on each side of a 12 
cm disc, or 30 hours of digital 
audio.’ 

According to Geiger, the laser 
player/recorder will be able to 
reproduce conventional compact 
discs, but the recordings it makes 
will not play on older CD players. 

If Thomson embraces the CD 
format it will need a licence from 
Philips: to manufacture. Thomson 
now produces CD players in Eur- 
ope, and RCA markets‘CD players 
in the US. However, if the format is 
different, no Philips licence would 
be required. 

Geiger noted that DAT units 
could resolve the copying question 
once and for all by utilising the 
digital code carried by every com- 
pact disc. ‘We could avoid endless 
copying by using unerasable flags 
and code numbers on the discs 
without eliminating the multiple 
sampling rates necessary for mak- 
ing live recordings.’ 

Will Thomson and its US brands, 
GE and RCA, wait forever for a 
resolution of the DAT impasse? 
‘We are not shy about bringing 
new products to market, and when 
we feel the time is right, particularly 
if we have an agreement with 
some other manufacturers such as 
Philips, we would move forward.’ 


ON A different subject, Geiger 
says that Thomson has abandoned 
the idea of marketing HD-MAC 
high definition television in North 
America and instead wholeheart- 
edly supports the ACTV system 
developed by David Sarnoff Lab- 
oratories in conjunction with RCA 
and NBC. 

A prime advantage of ACTV, 
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which involves phase shifts of var- 
ious parts of the TV signal to fit a 
wide-screen improved-definition 
picture into a bandwidth of 6 
Mkz, is the ability to scramble the 
picture to prevent unauthorised 
viewing, something he feels the 
competing systems can't do. 

That's because ACTV handles 
all of the phase problems before 
digitising the picture. Once the 
signal is in digital form, it is a simple 
matter to use a line-rotation form 
of scrambling.’ 

VideoCipher Il, the most com- 
mon scrambling system in use to- 
day, involves random alteration of 
phase and line signals to make 
unaided viewing impossible. In its 
high-definition version, ACTV will 
offer both horizontal and vertical 
resolution greater than 1,000 lines 
from a -1,050-line progressive- 
scan picture. 


FOR THE first time since they came 
on the scene, there were not 
enough videocassette recorders or 
CD players to go around come 
Christmas time. 

The nation’s consumer electron- 
ics retailers had warned of a-short- 
age . of entire categories of 
products as well as waiting lists for 
particular makes and models. 

Basic videocassette recorders 
seemed to be in short supply be- 
cause of greater than anticipated 
worldwide sales; and because of 
production cutbacks in Japan and 
Korea early last year, based on a 
levelling off of sales in 1987 anda 
slow start to 1988. 

Anticipating the problem of 
keeping such popular items in 
stock, many retail chains turned to 
alternative suppliers and placed 
duplicate orders, always consid- 
ered a dangerous situation by 


manufacturers. 

‘It gives you a shot at shops you 
couldn't sell otherwise,’ said a San- 
sui spokesperson, ‘but if the regular 
source comes through at the. last 
minute, they cancel the order and 
we could end up stuck with equip- 
ment you can't sell somewhere 
else.’ 

While economic observers have 
detected a slowdown in retail sales 
and other indications of softness in 
the economy, consumer electron- 
ics sales sprang to life in the last 
few months, offsetting disappoint- 
ing figures during the first half of 
the year. 

Virtually every category of 
audio and video posted gains, 
running from as low as 2.8 per 
cent for videocassette recorders to 
12.8 per cent for colour TVs and 
12 per cent for home satellite 
equipment during the first week of 
October last year. This compared 
with losses ranging from 12.9 per 
cent for home videocassette re- 
corders to one per cent for home 
satellite equipment for the first nine 
months of 1988. 

Camcorders, however, slowed 
from a.331/2 per cent growth rate 
during the first nine months to 3.4 
per cent for the week of October 
1-7 while projection TV turned a 
0.6% per cent gain for the first 
nine months to a 42.2 per cent loss 
compared to 1987 figures during 
the same periods. 

For some manufacturers and 
dealers who complain that intense 
competition has: reduced retail 
prices to the point where nobody's 
making any money, the news is not 
altogether unwelcome. 

Several Far East brands had 
announced price increases based 
on the falling dollar, and more are 
expected to do so. Price increases 


allel 


A lack of resolution 


Philips high definition TV 
set with 16:9 screen ratio. 


“on VCRs, blank tape, TV receivers 


and audio products are nothing 
new, but those announced last 
year quietly disappeared as sales 
dropped. 

This time, say the experts, be- 
cause more customers are chasing 
fewer products, they’re likely to last 
much longer. 


APPARENTLY THE folks at Dolby 
Laboratories have been busy. 

According to the company, a 
new Pro Logic Decoder integrated 
circuit is about to make it cheaper 
and more convenient for manu- 
facturers of television receivers 
and other equipment to incorpo- 
rate Pro Logic in the surround- 
sound circuits they're building into 
high-end TV: receivers and other 
components. 

Sanyo and Sharp are the first to 
take advantage of the new Sanyo 
LA2770 chip. During the first half 
of 1988, manufacturers shipped 
some 150,000 products contain- 
ing Dolby Surround Sound circuit- 
ry, 55 per cent of which were 
stand-alone or component 
decoders. 

Another 42 per cent were TV 
receivers; two per cent videodisc 
players with surround, and one 
per cent VCRs with surround 
sound. 

The broadcast community is 
continuing its familiarisation with 
surround-encoded productions, 
and Dolby has introduced a sur- 
round encoder specifically for vid- 
eo. production. A 4:2 matrix 
encoder, it can be used for sports 
events, weekly shows and the like 
and is being used by broadcasters 
in the US and Japan for a range of 
programming, from weekly series 
to special drama and. sports 
events O 
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SCOTLAND’s 


LEADING VIDEO CAMERA 
AND CAMCORDER RETAILER 


SALE sa 
FALCON 


European Kevlar* Technology 
Vi 1 - 0) BV8 CAMCORDER manufactured in France 


< 
. 


* First Camcorder to offer the remark- 
able Keviar carbon fibre technology 
and studio quality performance. First 
European-produced Camcorder with 


Units 1 and 2 ASDA Shopping Centre, full interchangeable ‘C’-mount lens facili- 


ty: Pate any yl bi ier lens or 
Dyce AB2 OLM Zoomienses. 440,000" Pixels” § to 


100,000 Lux. Electronic shutter speeds: 
normal, 1/120, 1/500, 1/1000, 1/2000. 
ABERDEEN el a Te we ee DEN 
Audio. LCD display: 8-ch : 
Tel: 0224 723476/770826 epecialiced Bing Hl S courter, ie ae CENTRE 


And many other features. Price — with 6x 


Eri 3 zoom — inc. VAT (RES 1 ES 
Open 7 days. Mon Fri 9 os 8 “th £41 25.00 48 Dorset Street, London W1H 3FH 


Sat. i) am - § pm Sun 11 am - 5 pm Order by FAX: 01-486 1272, letter, or 01-935 2580 


Phone. Full descriptive leaflets available. 


FAX: 0785 223137 
mail order or cash on delivery 


Access 


Bod {4 f 4 | 


Th at rr U4 
ferouson va Hed peel Le toble fee ALL IN PRISTINE CONDITION! 1 YEAR'S GUARANTEE EQUIPMENT 
erguson ont loading electronic & Sony SLCSUB top loadi £85. 
Panasonic NV2000 Top loading electronic £140.00 Sony SLC6UB frontloading £00.00 
Sharp 800/900 Front loading £150.00 Sony SLC7UB top loading £125.00 
Ferguson 3V23 Front loading, remote Dolby Sony SLCQUB front loading £295.00 
edit, start, cue, repeat, camera socket £150.00 Sony SLC20UB front loading £145.00 FERGUSON FV20B video recorder 
Sony SLC30UB front loading £180.00 
PORTABLE VIDEO RECORDERS Sony SLF30UB front loading, stereo £200.00 4events over 14 days, remote control programming ; £290.00 
Sony SLHF100UB stereo hi-fi .00 
Used recorders from Panasonic, JVC, Ferguson, Hitachi, Canon etc. y 
Sony SLF1 portable systems and re as in stock, in superb condition Sony SLHF950 stereo hi-fi from £750.00 FERGUSON FV30B video recorder 
TUN IMERS 8 events over 12 months, remote control programming a £Phone 
Ferguson 3V25 £40.00 SONY SLCQUB BETAMAX VIDEO RECORDERS 
Ferguson 3V28 £60.00 We have good stocks of this rare machine, all with guaranteed low hours. Stereo audio 
Fenseahie VT1006 £50.00 camera socket among many other facilities, all back to original spec. inc. hand unit, ue FERGUSON FV21R video recorder 
ny TTFIUE .00 lease state if machine is required for p.c.m. recording ‘ 4 events over 14 days, LCD remote contro! programmin. 19. 
Hitachi VITUBSE £80.00 YS: LED enor canta programing ae 
Hitachi VITU70E £25.00 
Hac VTUTOEie- eama FERGUSON 3V33 COMPACT VIDEO RECORDERS FERGUSON FVIAT video recorder 
MULTI-FUNCTION HOME VCRs Complete with charger, battety and mains adaptor. .2 years guarantee. Few only £250.00 Hi-fi nicam compatible, LCD remote control programming ..... £699.00 
(useful for Editing) 
Ferguson 3V43 VHS, stereo hi-fi, LP-SP insert video audio dub, etc. camera. £350.00 FERGUSON AND JVC VIDEO ACCESSORIES SUNKYONG 4.5 inch portable camcorder 
Ferguson 3V31 VHS, stereo, remote insert video, audio dub, camera socket, etc. £230.00 Good range old and new including batteries, tuner timers, chargers, a/c adaptors, camera Colour monitor/television, line in line out, car cord, 12v-240v compatible .. £190.00 
Ferguson 3V32 VHS, stereo, remote insert video, audio dub, LP-SP, camera socket £260.00 extension cables, leads, copy leads, remote controls, cases, straps, lights, lens etc 
Forqueon aves | ypeen Sie TOOT FERGUSON 3001 FULL SIZE VHS CAMCORDERS 
Fanuc 3V20A jel eee Limited amount of ex-rental machines, some used — some not. Complete with case, batteries, Jvc 
Complete with nicad battery and soft case charger etc. Full range of new JVC camcorders, video recorders and televisions arriving shortly. 
Nice condition — nice price Full system, 2 years guarantee. Unrepeatable at £690.00 Possibly in stock at time of print. 
2years guarantee £380.00 
Ferguson/JVC/Hitachi/Sharp etc. Allows video camera to connect to home video recorder From Sony, JVC, Ferguson, Panasonic, Hitachi always in stock. Phone for details of stock + 
wit camera socket om £25.00 pices ACCESSORIES FROM AICO 
ALL ABOVE ITEMS OF EQUIPMENT ARE USED BUT SERVICED BACK TO ORIGINAL SPEC. NICE CABINET DETAIL WITH GUARANTEED LOW HOURS (UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED) Full range of new lenses, tripods, lights and tele-cine converters in stock 


Mail Order, Phone Access/Visa or Mail Cheques/POs to: John Todd Video Services, max. 7-10 days. Please add £8.00 P&P insured delivery (videos and cameras 
only), other items £2.00. Showroom and test facilities available for callers. Cash on delivery service (UK Mainland only). 


Fax: 0785 223137 
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instruction 
cassettes 


HAT VIDEO and its 

companion magazine 

Camcorder User have 
joined forces to bring readers a 
great new series of video 
techniques tapes for the home or 
professional enthusiast. 

Terrific value for all is our 
VIDEO CAPTIONS tape, featuring 
no less than 85 mix ‘n’ match 
captions and backgrounds to give 
oe productions that professional 
look. 

The completely new format 
covers titles for every major area 
of interest — weddings, 
anniversaries, family occasions of 
all kinds — and lets you use the 
electronic miracle of Quantel to 
produce zoom, flip, slide and 
tumble captions. Many are in 
chrome effect. They come 
complete with a brand new range 
of exciting jingles and are 
supplied on Super High Grade 
tape at no extra cost. 

@ Also an absolute must for either 
the intending or experienced 
creative video maker is the WHAT 
VIDEO-Camcorder User series of 
techniques tapes. 

Made in association with JVC — 
but applicable to all formats and 
aspects of video — they form the 
most comprehensive set of home 
training programmes ever offered. 

The five separately available 
cassettes fs cover two subjects 
and are professionally written. 
They are presented by TV 
personality Lesley Judd in clear, 
easy-to-follow language to help 
you get the very best from your 
camcorder. 

The two subjects are covered 
thoroughly on every tape — real 
star value — with step-by-step 
visual explanation of camcorder 
capabilities. You're shown the skills 
of using filters, close-up work, 
programme planning, soun 
tracking and more. 

Choose either the new TITLES 
tape, or any one of the two part 
TECHNIQUES tapes (nos 1-5) 
listed here. Or take this 
opportunity to acquire a thorough 
encylopaedia of video-making by 
buying all six tapes at the special 
price of £109.70 plus pp. 
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THE TWO-PART TAPES 


@ PROGRAMME 1 

KNOW YOUR CAMCORDER: A guide 
to the features on a modern camcorder 
and the reasons for the various 
settings and adjustments. PLUS 
PRODUCTION TECHNIQUES: A 
guide to the techniques employed in 
video production. 


@ PROGRAMME 2 

CREATIVE TECHNIQUES: A look at the 
creative techniques that can make 
your programmes look more 
professional. PLUS LIGHTING 
TECHNIQUES: How to illuminate your 
subjects and use lighting to the best 
creative effect 


@ PROGRAMME 3 
SPECIAL EFFECTS: Impressive-looking 
special effects, animation and creative 


N i i HV! lease supply: 


[copylies) of VIDEO CAPTIONS @ ENVIS 
[ copylies) of PROGRAMME 1 CAMCORDER TECHNIQUES @£19.95|£ | 
[ copylies) of PROGRAMME 2 CAMCORDER TECHNIQUES @£19.95|£ | 
[ copylies) of PROGRAMME 3 CAMCORDER TECHNIQUES @£19.95[£ | 
i 95/e | 

1 za 


copy(ies) of PROGRAMME 4 CAMCORDER TECHNIQUES @ £19 9 

copy(ies) of PROGRAMME 5 CAMCORDER TECHNIQUES @ £19.95 
[SSCL SIXTAPES ATA SPECIAL PRICE OF £109.70|€ | 
| PLUSPOSTAGE AND PACKING * See note below|£ | 
[/ NB: Available on VHS ONLY TOTAL | 


titles, all achieved with a single 
camcorder. PLUS SOUND 
TECHNIQUES: How to gain better 
sound quality on your recordings. 


@ PROGRAMME 4 

USING EFFECT FILTERS: How filters 
can create moods and images and how 
to use them to combat adverse lighting 
conditions. PLUS MACRO AND 
CLOSE-UP: Discover the exciting 
world of macro and close-up video 
photography. 


@ PROGRAMME 5 

PROGRAMME PLANNING: The 
importance of planning your shots and 
how to produce a shooting script. PLUS 
TWO-MACHINE EDITING, 
SOUNDTRACKING: An in-depth look 
at creative editing using two machines 
and how to create and add a new 
soundtrack. 


“aye = ay 
yi | 


es = 


+ TXOTEEANE post and packing — for 1 tape, ADD £1.95. For 2 tapes, ADD £2.45. 
For 3 tapes, ADD £2.95. For 4 tapes, ADD £3.65. For 5 tapes, ADD £3.95. For 6 tapes, ADD 


£4.45. 
NAME: (CAPITALS) 
ADDRESS: 
POSTCODE: 
SIGNED: DATE OF ORDER: 


Send complete order form to: Tapes Offer, WV Publications, 57-59 Rochester Place, 
London NW1 9JU. Please allow 21 days. Cheques payable to WV Publications Ltd. 
OVERSEAS ORDERS: note payment in pounds sterling only. 


ARKON“STAY COOL”| ViVANCO 


PORTABLE LIGHT KIT 
Fly" ()) a9 


TLL ead DELIVERY 


FEATURES INCLUDE 


e Pro style (12v) 100W head 

e Can be camera mounted or stand mounted 

© Tilts/Swivels vertically and horizontally 

¢ 4 leaf barn-doors (included) 

© H/R Prot. filter (included) 

¢ 6.5ah S.L.A. pack with strap (inc. battery-charger) 
¢ Optional lighting stand available only £29 


CR VIDEO FILTER KITS 


SET 1 SUPPLIED IN. FREE WALLET SET 2 SUPPLIED IN FREE WALLET 


NEUTRAL DENSITY SOFT SPOT 
Improves results under very bright Produces a diffused outer 
lighting conditions. Reduces the re) Surround a clear central image. 
amount of light passing through Nea Emphasizes the centre of the . 
the lens. Ideal for beach or snow picture area. Used for ‘flashbacks 
locations. or dream sequences. 


GRADUATED GREY STARBURST 
nape oan pyptall tests a <B> Generates rays of light emanating 
orwhie sky Produces abeter” € A} {from as ustant car neadlighis, 
erp me than by using back sunlight twinkling on water etc 
COLOURBURST 


FOG EFFECT 
Used to create mood or : Similar to starburst, but produces 
atmosphere. Gives an overall mist Hint rays or repeat highlights 

or foggy effect. Suggests mystery, which break up into the spectral 
or cold wintery days when used on colours of the rainbow 
landscapes. 


BOTH SETS ONLY £29.95 INCLUDING FREE DELIVERY 


SPECIAL OFFER: titties iat? Airs) Soy £32.95 


Please state make & model of your camera (for filter size) 


COLOURTECH VIDEO LENSES 


DIRECT FROM THE IMPORTERS 


TELEPHOTO 1.4x = £39 cach 
(Both 2 Element/2 Group) 


WIDE ANGLE 0.7x £39 acs 


£69 


TELEPHOTO 2X Hi-Resolution £65 Each 


(4 Element/4 Group) ell 8 | 


WIDE ANGLE 0.42x semi rish eye £65 cach 
(3 Element/3 Group) = 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE DELIVERY 
(Please state make & model of your camera with order) 


TELEPHOTO 1.5x £49 cx: 
(3 Element/3 Group W/A) 


WIDE ANGLE 0.5x £49 cacn 


ACCESSORIES CLEARANCE 


Canon VC10C 
Canon VC10C 
Canon L30 
Canon WL10 
Canon TC8/67 
Canon HCE2 
Canon MM100 
Ferguson VA261 
Ferguson \VA287 


Case VC30 Jvc CBV19 
Case VC10 Jvc CBC70 
Case VR30 Jvc GLVv9 
R/C VT30 Olympus CS1N 
T/C Lens 67mm Olympus RM3 
Case VME2 Panasonic R18 
Mixing mic. Philips AV5119 
Case HRC3 Philips 

Case GRC1/2 Remu 

Flectalux DR1000 100w/12v Light Remu 12v Light 
Flectalux - Boom Arm Batt. VC220 
Flectalux TK900 Clamp Tripod 

Hitachi VTBP70 Batt. VT7000 LCU803/13 Case M8/C8 
Jvc SFP1U Frame GRC1 RMTE1S R/C RME100 
Jvc RMP3 R/C HRC3 CCK5 5m Beta ext. 
Jvc CB25 Batt cx610 CMA1010 __Bate/VHS adap. 
Jvc M212 Stereo Mic OPK115/3 Text board 

Jvc CBC7 Case GXN7 RM72 R/C C6 

Jvc VCL10 12v Light SU164 Stand 2050/20psi 
JVC GLC1558v T/C Lens 58mm y SU166 Stand 2252/6 
Jvc VC433-20 Beta cable N5/70 


PLEASE PHONE FOR OFFER PRICES 


Case GRC9 
Case N70 

T/C Lens GRC9 
Case VX303 
R/C ET180 

R/C ET180 

Batt m1/3 

Line Adap, m1/3 
110v Charger 


PROCESSORS 
vCR1044 inc. p/p 


Controls for VIDEO BOOST/CUT, SHARPNESS, VIDEO NOISE 
REDUCTION, SWITCH for VCR1 to. VCR2 or VCR2 to VCR1 allows 
permanent connection to TV with A/V input. 


VCR2044 £169 sabia 


Controls for COLOUR, CONTRAST, SHARPNESS, NOISE REDUCTION, 
VIDEO FADER, AUDIO FADER, 4 INPUT AUDIO/VIDEO SWITCH, 5 OUTPUT 


DISTRIBUTION AMP. 


VCR3044 
Controls as VCR2044 plus BRIGHTNESS CONTROL, SPLITLINE 


ON-SCREEN COMPARISON facility, plus AUDIO MIXER with 
MIC/LINE/VCR inputs and extra A/V output. 


“SCREEN BOX” 
TELECINE 


Designed & built in Italy by Dr Leo Cattozo ; 
Transfers cine film or slides onto video via your video camera 


FEATURES INCLUDE 
r © Optical mirror with silver plated surface 
Very Special © No central spot and No grain 
Offer Price © © Non double image 
FREE © Special screen for super bright daylight 


DELIVERY , yor 


© High fidelity colour ¢ Wide angle vision 


FLUID-ACTION 
PRO. VIDEO TRIPOD 


© FLUID ACTION MULTI-CONTROL HEAD i 
Variable tension pan and tilt. 
Pan lock and tilt lock. 
Vari-angle pan handle. 14 

@ QUICK RELEASE SYSTEM £ 295 
Wingnut fitting. id INCLUDING 
Removeable locating pin. FREE DELIVERY 

© GEARED CENTRE COLUMN 
Variable elevator friction 
locking tri-brace. 

© 32mm ALLUMINIUM TUBULAR LEGS. 
Extends to an extra-high 73”. 
Closes to 29.5". 

All black satinized. 
Spiked or rubber feet. 
© Optional dolly available only £69. 


THE VIDEO EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS 


Head Office/Warehouse: 32 Church Rd, Northolt, Middx. 
HOW TO ORDER: Call in at our Sales Offices or order by post or phone 
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COLOURAMA 2000 LTD 
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Before you buy anything elsewhere try VIDEO RECORDERS 
us. All we ask is to be given the CAMCORDERS 


opportunity to beat your best offer. PROFESSIONAL VIDEO 
Contact us last... 


IT WILL BE TO YOUR ADVANTAGE 
“WE PROVE IT TIME AND TIME AGAIN” a 


D.P. ADAPTORS NE 


cay REMOTE; 
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HOURS 


HEAD OFFICE & WAREHOUSE 
MONDA . 
TUESDAY gem 32 Church Road, Northolt, Middx. 
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WIN THIS £1100 


FERGUSON DUO 


A 59cm Nicam FST set 
plus a digital VHS deck 


YOU CAN be the proud owner of a stylish £1,100 
Ferguson vision system just by entering this month’s terrific 


onscreen graphics detailing the volume, colour, 
brightness, contrast and channel settings; a ‘child-lock’ to 


WHAT VIDEO competition. 


series television range, the £600 59K5, and its sleek 
Videostar FV26D VHS recorder. 


available, giving a much wider effective viewing angle, 


saturation. 
The 59K5 features an onboard Nicam digital stereo 


year. It also has a combined TV/video remote control; 


Up for grabs is the top model from Ferguson’s new K- 

The former has a 59cm screen and uses the latest Super 
Planar picture tube. These are currently the flattest tubes 
while the Black Matrix technology in the tube (together with 


an anti-reflective screen) cuts down annoying reflections, 
improves black-to-white contrast ratio and reduces colour 


decoder, ready for the start of broadcast stereo later this 


prevent unwanted viewing; 40-channel frequency synthesis 
tuning; rapid access teletext for the ever-expanding Ceefax 
and Oracle services; plus headphone and Scart sockets. 

It comes in a slim anthracite cabinet, mounted on a stylish 
stand that can also accommodate the VCR. 


THE FERGUSON FV26D is a VHS deck which employs 
digital circuitry to provide picture-in-picture (an inset image 
either from another channel or video source); multi-PIP 
(snapshots of all tuned channels); rock-steady Freeze Frames 
and Slow Motion playback; and special such as 
Mosaic, Solarisation and Strobe. 

You want more? The FV26 has a remote control with an 
LCD screen so you can set the timer from your armchair to 


record four programmes up to two weeks away (with daily 
or weekly repeat); Index Search for easier tape navigation; 
a real time tape counter; 32-channel tuner; automatic 
Power On; and Instant Record. 
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FERGUSON ENTRY FORM 


Send to: Ferguson Competition, WHAT VIDEO, 57/59 


TO BE in with a chance to scoop this dynamic duo, just 
Rochester Place, London NW1 9JU. 


answer our simple questions and fire off the coupon to us. 
Entering the WHAT VIDEO/Ferguson competition could be 
the best New Year resolution you ever make. 

The Ferguson answers are: 


The questions are: 
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1. Name two other Ferguson video recorders 
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Oe csssst PS Pos eesti stua neectaadtitstae isassevne ta eeeasaen ee oe ae 3. List two Ferguson camcorders 
Py 4. What format do they use? 
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winner will be drawn from all the correct entries by the Editor 
whose decision is final. No cash substitutes are available. Complete 
the entry coupon in BLOCK CAPITALS and send to: Ferguson 
Competition, WHAT VIDEO, 57/59 Rochester Place, London NW1 
9JU. Entries must be in by February 20, 1989. 
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CRITICS 


FOR 1989 / 


WHAT VIDEO’s leading contributors 
and equipment reviewers select the 
best machines they've seen over the 
past year — and examine the 


prospects for video development in 
1989 


Personal video 
grows up 


IN 1988 personal video finally came of age and 
LaserVision tried again, this time dressed up as CD 
Video. Magnetic disc still picture cameras came of 
age too, but were made obsolete before they 
reached the shops. 

Sony showed Video Walkman, the Video 8 
development with which | have been boring people 
by predicting ever since the format was launched; a 
combined 8mm video recorder, TV tuner and colour 
LCD screen, all in a single package small enough to 
fit in a large pocket. 

Video Walkman had to wait for low cost, high 
quality colour LCD screens, a miniaturised version of 
the Video 8 mechanism and very large scale 
integration of the recorder circuitry onto microchips. 
Now it’s all come together. 

Sony promises a PAL model in the shops next 
year. Initial price will be around £800, but there will 
be cheaper models that play back only, and more 
expensive variants that reproduce digital sound in 
stereo, instead of mono FM. 

No amount of fiddling with the VHS system will let 
it compete with three hours’ playing time from the 
small Video 8 cassette. The standard VHS cassette is 
too large, and the VHS-C cassette can’t match Video 
8 for playing time and picture quality. 

It can only be a question of time before the VHS 
camp faces up to reality, and starts selling Video 8 
Walkmen as well as VHS decks and VHS-C 
camcorders. The two formats will then co-exist, on a 
horses for courses basis. 

Although Philips UK did nothing to publicise it, 
the company made its own contribution to personal 
video. 

Airvision, a joint venture between Warner and 
Philips, has fitted out a British Airways 747 jumbo with 
a personal video system for inflight entertainment. 

Instead of passengers having to watch a poor 
quality picture projected onto a distant screen, they 
each view a 3in. LCD on the back of the seat in front 
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CHOICE 


— with a personal switch to choose between six 
channels of film and TV entertainment. 


CD VIDEO finally hit the market with a poor selection 
of software, and a dull thud. People who can afford 
a Combi don’t want to watch pop videos, or old and 
badly-mimed opera. Only a few shops seem to be 
demonstrating CDV, and even fewer customers are 
watching. Nimbus has pointed to the future with talk 
of a Sin. disc that holds an hour of digital video. 

We saw the first domestic electronic still 
cameras, on show at the Photokina exhibition in 
Cologne — nearly 10 years after the first prototypes 
were built in Japan. 

If the first NTSC models sell well in Japan, we 
could see PAL versions next year. They use a 
magnetic disc instead of film. 

And thanks to Fuji they are already out of date. 
Fuji has shown a prototype which uses a solid state 
memory card, and thus needs no moving parts. That's 
the future. 

But most people like to thumb through picture 
prints. So electronic still photography will only take 
off when there are cheap and easy ways of making 
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Video Walkman, the ultimate way to keep up with your 
favourite viewing on the move in ’89. 


first in this field — Barry Fox. 


pe prints of the video image. 3M looks likely to 
e 


With no moving parts, Fuji’s still video camera has made its 
predecessors obsolete before they’re even in the shops. 
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Funtime 
video gear 


‘CHOOSE YOUR machine of the year,’ they said 
commandingly. 

‘Only one?’ was the querulous retort. After a little 
negotiation, here are my machines of the year. Each 
one has been hand-picked for charm, poise, star 
quality, outstanding features, value-for-money and — 
most importantly — fun! 

A lot of contenders have passed through the VCR 
arena this year. Picture abe and the range of 
features offered have shown great improvement in 
all the market sectors. 

Indeed, some ‘budget’ models have shown 
themselves to be so competent, that the brand 
managers with upper-market responsibilities must be 
having a very hard time of it convincing the public to 
spend more. 

My top two VCRs for the year are the Akai VS- 
23 and the Mitsubishi HS-B30. Priced at £329 
and £399 respectively, | consider these machines to 
offer exceptionally good value-for-money in terms of 
picture performance, features and general ease of 
use. 

The Akai was the only machine I've ever tested that 
has made me wonder, after only a few minutes 
fiddling, if the price label had been marked at least a 
hundred pounds too low! (And I'll admit that the 
opposite thought has passed through the mind rather 
more often than it should in an ideal world!) 

Laden with useful features — on-screen display, 
remote programming, VISS indexing, real time 
counter, child lock, among others — the Akai VS-23 
packs an excellent picture with its resolution rated at 
over 260 horizontal lines. This, allied to excellent 
video characteristics makes this the machine to buy 
for around £300. No other comes close! 

Whacking another ton on the purchase amount 
stretches the calf-skin pocket-book to the tune of 
£399 or so. This much moolah will get you a 
Mitsubishi HS-B30, a refined type offering a 
panoramic range of excellent features, allied to fuss- 
free top-notch visual performance. 

It boasts VISS and VASS indexing, real-time 
everything with time elapsed display, on-screen 
graphics and a four-head drum for glitch-free fast 
and slow trick functions. You’d be hard pressed to get 
more for your money. Oh, and the remote control is 
under-programmable. 


SHIFTING FOCUS over to the world of camcorders, | 
enjoyed the Canon VM-E708 8mm machine no 
end. At £1,500 or so, this isn’t exactly what I’d call 
cheap — in fact it costs several times more than my 
present car did, but then I’m a sucker for antiques, 

too. 

I'll admit that | didn’t get my hands on a vast 
number of camcorders this year (more’s the pity) but 
| thought that this one offered a decent range of 
features in a reasonably light package that provided 
damn good visual results. 

More and more SLR technology seems to be 
finding its way into camcorders, which to my mind is a 
good thing. With any luck it won't be too long 
before the ‘amateur’ can tote the home video 
equivalent of an Arriflex or Aarton. 

Aside from the picture quality, the VM-E708's 
clinching factor for me was the infra-red remote 
control. Not only does this mean that the camera 
chap or chappess can easily slip in front of the lens, 


SH 


a la Hitchcock, but post-production work becomes 
infinitely more controllable — and thus pleasurable. 
With luck, sub-sub miniature, machine-mounted 
controls will be a thing of the past. 

Mention of post-production work leads me neatly 
to the Panasonic WJ-MX10 post-production 
mixing desk. A snip at only £1,200, or thereabouts, 
this whoozie — along with two or three VCRs and a 
video camera/camcorder — can provide more hours 
of solid enjoyment than almost anything I’m legally 
permitted to write about in this family magazine. 

Whether you want to superimpose, mix, wipe or 
dissolve, the WJ-MX10 will be at hand. Should you 
want to add crisp titles in any colour, generated from 
black-and-white artwork, the Panasonic won't let you 
down. 

Add to this an armoury of digital effects and a load 
of other fascinating buttons to press, and you'll be 
creating better FX than Doctor Who was dodging 
only a couple of years ago. Believe me, it’s a goodie. 

Of course, if money was no object, you could help 
yourself to one each of my fave raves of ’88. Then 
you'd just about have a whole video-production 
facility. Quite a thought to sleep on eh? Sweet festive 


The £1,500 remote control 
Canon VM-E708: ideal for 
the Psycho remake? 


NO PRIZES for guessing my first choice: Super 
VHS. | first clapped eyes on the super format last 
May when | saw the JVC HR-S5000 and 
Panasonic NV-FS1 recorders in action, and for 
once the hype was correct — S-VHS is a giant leap 
forward for video. 

In Japan, S-VHS has grabbed a good share of the 
video market, but will it happen here? The two 
sticking points are price and software shortage. 

No doubt budget models will emerge, but it'll be 
some time before we see S-VHS decks under the 
£500 mark. 

However, the price gap between S-VHS and VHS 
camcorders is likely to narrow pretty quickly. 

S-VHS software seems destined to be thin on the 

round for some time, which is why | think the new 
te will initially be a hit in the camcorder sector. 

Video 8 fought back with some strong machines, 
and Sony’s CCD-V90 and CCD-V200 were 
both very impressive beasts. 

Staying with camcorders, it was nice to see 
companies launching fairly well specified models for 
under a grand, such as the Tamron CX-7, JVC 
GR-A30, Panasonic NV-MC6 and Sony 
CCD-F330. This move has got to be good for the 
camcorder market. 

My video accessory of the year has to be the 
amazing Panasonic WJ-MX10 mixer. Its ability to 
mix two video sources would have been enough for 
it to eam my award, but the WJ-MX10 offers a great 
deal more as well. 


THE LINES between audio and video are becoming 
increasingly blurred, and this year saw the launch of 
a product that had a foot firmly planted in both 
camps — Compact Disc Video. 

CD quality sound with high quality pictures would 
seem to be a winner, but will CDV take offé A lot will 
depend on how much CDV's main backers, Philips 
and Pioneer, can persuade others to follow them. 

Akai’s VS-A77 with hi-fi sound, Nicam 
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dreams! — Nick Bellenberg. 


Well specified, but 
under a grand: 
Tamron’s two piece 
camcorder. 


decoder and Dolby surround sound decoder 
deserves a special mention, and is a pointer to the 
future of video. 

Talking of which, what can we expect in ‘892 
Well, for one thing, look out for a portable format 
war between Video 8 and VHS-C. Sony will be 
releasing its Video Walkman, and one or two VHS 
companies have plans to launch their own versions 
too. 

As a sweetener, Sony intends releasing a number 
of top video titles for Walkman purchasers, and it'll be 
interesting to see how the VHS camp counters this. 

Expect to see thinner VHS-C and S-VHS-C tape for 
longer playing time, and S-VHS-C camcorders with 
hi-fi sound. Super Video 8 camcorders should appear 
too, along with a high grade Video 8 tape. But will 
S-VHS have snapped up camcorder enthusiasts first? 

Also watch out for VHS decks with sophisticated 
editing facilities like insert edit, and integrated colour 
processors and character generators. 

Digital recorders will appear with bigger memories 
and better effects. You'll also be able to record 
digital effects on tape and use them for editing effects. 

And hopefully at the end of ‘89 we'll see the first 
regular IBA broadcasts in Nicam stereo. You ain't 
seen (or heard) nothin’ yet — Marcus Miller. 
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£4,000 budget 
gets the best 


SITTING AT the workbench in this, the busiest period 
for us lads with the screwdrivers and test meters, one 
gets a somewhat jaundiced view of the videos which 
arrived in ‘88 — and the many older ones presented 
for repair. 

I've spent a lot of time in the showrooms and with 
the customers too, however, so here goes with a look 
back from the sharp end of the VCR and camcorder 
scene. 

The year started with the announcement that Sony 
were to go into the VHS hardware business. It ended 
with the introduction of S-VHS machines, better late 
than never. It gave us the talking handset — WOW 
— and a lot of new machines to play with along the 


way. 

Virtually nothing happened for the Beta format, 
which seems to be suffering a lingering death. 
Virtually nothing happened for Video 8 homebase 
machines, and the system seems to have been almost 
strangled at birth with its own mains lead. 

Video 8 portable gear really took off, however, 
with as many supporters in the manufacturing field as 
the VHS camp, and a lot of supporters amongst the 
buying public, too. 

Competition is good for the consumer, despite all 
the partisan letters we've published through the 
year... 

From an engineer's point of view, product 
reliability seems to have improved in 1988's crop of 
models: at last the manufacturers seem to have 
sussed out the weak spots in VCR mechanical design. 
l’s a good thing, but perhaps not all good for those 
of us who make a living out of repairing them. 

If | were to choose one machine as the best of the 
year it would be the JVC HR-S5000 S-VHS model 
for its sheer excellence of picture and sound 
reproduction. You cannot ignore a machine that 
changes the rules overnight, can you? 

In camcorders I’m not so sure. It would have been 
the superb Sony CCD-V200 if the S-VHS 
Panasonic NV-MS1B had not come along with 
its 400-line capability. Since the Panasonic’s sound 
lets it down, however, I'm still undecided. 

| don’t usually get excited about accessories, but 
last year saw the introduction of a breakthrough in 
home editing with the Panasonic WJ-MX10 
wonder machine, perhaps the most useful and 
effective harnessing of a digital field store in the 
‘consumer’ realm. 

How's that for expensive tastes? In three 
paragraphs I’ve spent about £4,000 which | haven't 


jot. 
. On the other side of the coin, it’s true that digital 
field store machines became very affordable in 
1988, with several digital machines becoming 
available in the sub-£400 price bracket. Well done, 
Mitsubishi, NEC and Toshiba. 


I'M NOT ready for 1989, even though it’s here — a 
symptom of advancing age, | guess. 

| would like to see the Astra satellite safely up and 
running, and feeding good-quality pictures into our 
TVs and videos; hepehiiy some good quality 
minority-interest programmes amongst the other stuff. 
I'm no culture vulture, but please no more soaps! 

Coming back down to earth, I'm looking forward 
to seeing S-VHS camcorders with hi-fi sound. If these 
machines use the small head drums which have 
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Pipped at the post by Super VHS — 
Sony’s CCD-V200. 


become de rigeur for camcorders, they'll have more 
heads around the drum than a centipede has legs, 
and pose some pretty problems for their designers. 
Maybe the problems have already been solved, 
however... 

What else? | believe that once the designers have 
finished playing spectacular tricks with digital picture 
stores, they will concentrate on using the potential of 
the micro-memory chip to improve and enhance the 
pictures we already get, rather than buggering them 
up for effect. 

Noise-reduction, subjective increase in definition, 
ultra low-light camcorders? Wave your magic wands 
in your wonder laboratories, and make these things 
happen if you can. 

Leave in a few belts and idlers to keep we 
repairmen happy, though — Paul Richards. > 


Zoom in on Panasonic’s WVP-F10/ 
150 — unless you want a genlock 
adaptor. 
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Exciting times 
on the way 


1988 WASNT half bad, with our appetites for 
innovation well and truly whetted. We've had our first 
taste of Nicam stereo broadcasting, Super VHS, CD 
Video, still image video and personal video. And 
Astra, an organisation which had up until then kept 
rather a low profile, really made a noise. 

With Sony’s move into VHS, it’s really an 
appropriate time to say a fond farewell to the 
Betamax format. Not that existing machines will 
perform anything other than admirably, but even 
Sony has given up the ghost as regards promotin 
the format and the prospect of ED-Beta looks a little 
out of place in a market devoid of new, more 
affordable VCRs. 

It was a super format, and one hopes Sony made 
some money out of it, but since when has the little 
problem of having what is widely considered an 
inferior product worried the marketing men, not least 


Bye, bye Betamax — but hello Sony VHS. 


Bumper year 
for camcorders 


ANOTHER YEAR, another batch of camcorders. It 
doesn’t seem that long ago that | was racking my 
brain to arrive at a selection of award winners. But, 
here | go again! 

Several interesting models appeared in the 8mm 
section. One is the Tamron CX-7, with a playback 
module that can be detached and left at home to cut 
down weight. 

Another is the Canon E708, which has close 
focussing throughout the zoom range, and also an 
ore remote control. It’s only a pity that the 
camcorder is somewhat overpriced. 

The Baver VCC-826 doesn’t have any unusual 
features — apart from the now rare AV inputs, but it 
does have a good specification. 

The Sanyo VM-D5 also seems to be reasonably 
well endowed, but at the time of writing | still haven't 
tried itso I'm in no position to say whether it does live 
up to expectations or not. 

| thought that the Sony CCD-F330 might be the 
winner that | was looking for with its new low price 
for a full-spec camcorder, but when | discovered that 
it a have a microphone input | changed my 
mind. 

In the end | decided on the Sony CCD-V200 
— partly because it incorporates most of the facilities 
serious users will need, and partly because of the 
PCM stereo audio, which makes a great difference to 
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eaenariEE, 


Good and bad ideas from Grundig — video with 
teletext but a garish fascia. 


those at JVC? 

Aside from the major innovations, of which we 
have seen mere smatterings to date, but which will 
undoubtedly have a higher profile in the shops next 
year, there have been a lot of developments in 
budget video recorders. 

Remote controls have been improved beyond alll 
recognition over those of ’87. Handsets which can 
learn the signals of other remotes, listen to pictures- 
in-picture, and even talk to you, are highlights of this 
development work, but the invention doesn’t stop 
there. , 

Grundig’s teletext programming, though it had 
a few teething troubles, was a fine idea, and the 
same can be said for Panasonic's bar-code 
programming. Ferguson’s Super Planar tubes, and a 
variety of LCD colour TVs also caught the eye. 

So did Akai’s combined VCR/surround sound 
amplifier and a plethora of camcorders with startling 
electronic shutter speeds. On the cosmetics side, | 
think the round gold feet introduced to VCRs and 
monitors will really take off next year. All good 


At the same time, there were some sad events. 
Skyscan satellite television, the first company which 
really tried to take the honeys of satellite TV to the 
mass market, found it had peaked too early, couldn't 
wait for Astra any longer, and ceased trading. 

Further casualties in the fiercely competitive TV 


the quality and effect. 


ON THE VHS-C side it came down to a choice 
between the JVC GR-45, the Panasonic NV- 
MC6, and the Bauer VCC-616 (which, as you 
may know, is the Panasonic NV-MC10 but with an 
optional character generator — saving £150). 

The GR-45 and NV-MC6 are similar in 
specification, apart from the absence of Long Play 
and headphone output on the latter — which cuts the 
price by £100. 

The Bauer also lacks a headphone socket (although 
it does have LP), but for £50 more than the JVC at 
£1,150 it has Insert Edit and Audio Dub (even if the 
absence of AV inputs does limit their scope). 

Despite that, | think that the Bauer VCC-616 does 
have useful potential for the price, and therefore | 
give it my VHS-C award. 

As to VHS itself, there are only three new basic 
models this year — the Ferguson FC08, Hitachi 
VM-600 and Panasonic NV-M7, plus Baver 
and Philips clones of the latter. 

Hitachi is moving down the road of automatic 
everything, which to my mind is a retrogressive step. 
The 2kg weight is appealing — but the price isn't. 

Panasonic remains faithful to its character 
generator, which naturally adds to the expense, 
whereas Bauer and Philips make it an option. Bauer 
adds AV inputs to its VCC-526, while Philips provides 
an optional AV input adapter. 

| like the Philips idea, so it’s the VKR-6851 
that gets it. 

One can't leave VHS without mentioning S-VHS 
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markets were GEC and Fidelity, though the latter's 
brand name was spared (and apparently is worth £3 
million) by the irrepressible Alan Sugar. 


BUT WHAT of '892 | doubt there will be many years 
in the history of consumer electronics which will be 
more exciting. Satellite TV — in the shape of 
combined TV/receivers and separate components — 
will be with us, and from the big names, too. 

It will be interesting to see how the smaller 
companies — Drake, Chaparral et al — fare, 
after succeeding in what has been something of a 
cottage industry to date. 

And there will be all those new programmes to 
watch, record or just turn over. Instant television (just 
add Noel Edmunds, and stir) will probably abound 
when satellite TV kicks off, after an initial influx of 
half-decent stuff. Ill be fun watching the 
programmes develop. 

It would be nice to think that the New Year will 
see manufacturers taking still more consideration of 
British needs and idiosyncracies. Perhaps Japanese 
viewers don't flick from channel to channel when 
they're replaying their VCR, but the British do. For 
how much longer can Panasonic ignore this, and 
render TV channels unwatchable whilst the VCR is 
playing? ; 

Similarly, it might just be the case that the Germans 
don’t think the word ‘Monolith’ is tasteless, garish and 
unnecessary, plastered on the front of their Grundig 
hi-fi VCRs, not that such outrages are exclusive to this 
pair (ironically two of the biggest innovators in 
video), but the giants especially should make pains to 
satisfy our needs. , 

One lasting memory of ‘88 was the appearance of 
Astra’s commercial director, Marcus Bicknell, at WH 
Smith TV's glam-glitz presentation announcing that it 
had subscribed for want of a better word!) to 
Astra. 


and the Panasonic NV-MS1. I'm using one now; 
and although it isn’t perfect, | think that it’s the most 
significant step forward since the camcorder itself, 
bringing quality pictures within many people's reach. 
I's only a pity that it doesn’t have the audio quality of 
Sony's CCD-V200. 

Finally, the Panasonic WVP-F10/150 camera, 
which has a 12:1 zoom lens but leaves off the 
genlock adapter, seems a very sensible idea to me. 


NOW, FROM what | thought of last year’s equipment 
to what | think — or hope — will appear this year. 

1989 should be the year of the high-band 
camcorders, with more S-VHS ones coming along, 
joined by smaller S-VHS-C cousins. Then, ocetuly, 
the upgraded 8mm camcorders will appear to 
provide additional choice as well as continuity for 
those who are already into the format. 

One considerable advantage of 8mm over its rivals 
has been the better sound quality, and the more 
upmarket ‘super’ 8mm models will probably all have 
PCM stereo audio along with the standard FM 


. mono. 


If S-VHS and S-VHS-C camcorders haven't 
already started to appear with FM stereo sound 
before then, they will quickly get in on the act. 

Another thing that we are likely to see is an 
increase in the auto-everything camcorder, like the 
Hitachi and Minolta models, with the user largely 
prevented from doing anything for himself. 

The loss of manual focussing and zooming is also 
the price that apparently has to be paid for the 
incorporation of electronic image stabilisation (EIS) 
into amateur camcorders. 
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Up, up and away for Astra in 1989 — the start of an exciting 
year. 


He was one of the four ‘main men’ who answered 
questions from an immense gathering of hacks, and 
was partnered by the WHS TV chairman, its 
managing director and a BTI representative. The latter 
three were dressed like undertakers, in funeral grey 
suits and sporting somewhat nervous expressions, 
whilst there sat Bicknell, resplendent in boating 
blazer, old school tie and light slacks, totally confident 
and at ease. 

| only hope that this year sees that the confidence 
was justified. Perhaps we might even see BSB’s 
Antony Simonds-Gooding in equally fine fettle — 
Gerry Hinde. 


| haven't tried one yet so | can’t say whether the 
reduction in shake outweighs the inconvenience of 
losing user control of the lens. 

But with advertising having implied that no skills or 
additional equipment are needed to shoot great 
home movies, one can’t help the suspicion that 
companies are having to ‘idiot-proof’ the equipment 
to keep people happy. 

Finally, | hope to see the first of the still video 
cameras launched for general use — Reg Miles. 
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AAKES 


Panasonic Consumer Electronics UK, 300-318 Bath Road, Slough, Berkshire SL] 6JB. Telephone (0753) 34522. 


PANASONIC'S S-VHS SYSTEM 
PICTURES EVI 


UN MORE LIFELIKE. 


Panasonic introduce a system that’s making a real 
splash in the video world. ; 

It’s the revolutionary Super VHS system, the start 
of the new generation of video technology. 

The secret lies with the horizontal resolution; over 
400 lines instead of the usual 240. So the pictures are 
sharper and clearer and the colours more vivid. 

Panasonic have used this state of the art technology 
to develop 2 new products, both using the new high- 
quality S-VHS tapes. 

The FSIB S-VHS Hi-fi video recorder is designed 
to be compatible with technological breakthroughs in 
the world of television. It has over 400 lines resolution, 
and a range of features that compares with the professional 
equipment of TV stations. 

Like an amorphous pro video head to reduce noise 
and interference, a super 4-head video system for 
special playback effects, and Nicam Digital stereo 
decoder for recording off air stereo broadcasts. 

On top of all this there’s also a flying erase head for 
eliminating noise when inserting scenes into finished 
recordings. 

It all sounds pretty mind boggling, but it’s actually 
easy to use. For a start, we’ve included an LCD digital 
scanner to cut out programming errors; and a variety 
of search functions. And of course, you can play back 
your existing VHS tapes. 

Then there’s the MS] S-VHS movie camera, which 
no aspiring Spielberg would be without. 

It gives outstanding picture quality, thanks to the 
420,000 pixel CCD image sensor and over 400 lines of 
horizontal resolution from the S-VHS system. 

There’s a 10x power zoom lens (the first time ever on 
a domestic movie camera), amorphous head, and high 
speed shutter with 3 speeds to accommodate lighting 
conditions and moving subjects. 

And a Piezo autofocus, which stops foreground 
detail spoiling the sharpness of your picture. Even the 
editing is smoother, with a flying erase head. So try out 


Panasonic’s new Super VHS system. Ss 
The results are so lifelike it’s unreal. [VHS] 


Panasonic 


VIDEO & TELEVISION 


A WINNER’S EDGE 


A QUALITY CAMCORDER NEEDS 
QUALITY ACCESSORIES 


BUSH & MEISSNER, a well-known name in the photographic field, have put 
together a range which will enhance your picture-taking. Each accessory gives you 
the edge and allows you to be creative and have fun with your camera. 


OHNAR tele (2X 4-element)/wide (0.5 3-element) ................... 
VITAN 12v 100w battery powered videolight ......................46. 
PEARCE TEISOE BIG ook sa, «a tstee Batten eh bkd oo othe Veale Ghee so i £17.95 
DURACELL standby battery pack for the above camera ................ £15.95 
also available: 

OHNAR 3-sec. tripod with damped Head, close channel................. £59.95 
CTINAR Video Site phen city cnco tc i ae isla satan bn po oles £49.95 
OHNAR Series V11 adaptor ring for above .............. eel asa wens £3.00 
OHNAR Semi Fish-eye Converter Lens, 0.42% ........... 0... - ee eee eee £44.95 
OHNAR Macro-wider Converter Lens, 0.67% 2.0.0.0... 0000 c cee eee £42.75 
OHNAR Super Macro Wide converter Lens, 0.6% .................004. £49.95 
OHNAR Photo Converter Y¥-L24 ne os wd nas ig aedloa seat vetewecs £64.00 
OHNAR Tele-Cine. adaptor, Y-126forabove ....5....0.\0. cece kee ecees £15.95 
CORD ARG teas A ei eae ard tay Ries AF Gena a aww ale aaa ess Kap £59.95 


Ce 


For further details please contact: 


; BUSH & MEISSNER LTD 
i 52A WATLING STREET A 
a RADLETT, HERTS. WD7 7NN - 
LMeicsuah.. TEL: (0923) 858288 Bush £Meiseuch. 
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Basle 


TURNS EVEN 
THE MOST BASIC 
CAMCORDER INTO 
A VERSATILE 
VIDEO SYSTEM. 


An exciting new range of products suitable for most Camcorders. 


@ Camcorder telephoto lenses @ Camcorder power and light sets 
@ Camcorder wide angle lenses @ Camcorder video lighting 

@ Camcorder on-board batteries | © Camcorder holdalls 

@ Camcorder hands-free support @ Camcorder video head cleaners 
@ Camcorder portable power cells (8mm, VHS/c and VHS) 


For details of 
your nearest stockist 


PHONE 043871 8671 NOW! 


©prex) 


VIDEO ELECTRONICS 


OPTEX, Tasco House, 17 Mill Lane, Old Welwyn, Herts AL6 9EU 
Telephone: (043871) 8671 
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Video shopping 


About to dive into the market for new video 
equipment? Gerry Hinde guides you through the retail 


K, so you're going to do it. 

You've worked for it, you de- 

serve it and now that piece of 
video equipment is going to be yours. Go 
for it! 

But where do you start? There are a 
diverse number of places where you can 
buy these things — from the market to 
the mail order catalogue, and an even 
more diverse range of sales people to 
help you out. 

On top of that, you've got to figure out 
how to pay for it. Credit schemes 


jungle to get the best buys 


abound, and there are plenty of sharks 
around who'll tell you that their scheme 
will suit you best. 

The first thing to say is that there will 
be no sweeping generalisations here. 
The amount of times I have heard people 
say that ‘Dixons is appalling’ is quite 
phenomenal, but in my experience they 
are no better or worse than the huge 
majority of outlets. And there are rather 
a lot of Dixons outlets to complain about 
as well. 

The fact is, there is no such thing as a 


RPICKUPPOINT 


Check around for a 
good model display 
and sensible advice. 
Left is a Sony 
camcorder demo stand, 
below is the Euro 
Video Centre store 
near Uxbridge. 


good or bad chain, only competent or 
incompetent individuals. 

So much depends on the importance 
you put on price. Of course, none of us is 
at the money-is-no-object stage, and 
we're after the best deal we can get. But 
at the expense of what? 

Technical advice, before or after a 
sale? Delivery and installation? A decent 
demonstration? After sales service? 
That’s not to say the cheapest is neces- 
sarily the worst, nor the most expensive 
the best, but there is often a correllation. 

Let’s first take a look at the local 
dealer (you know, the one from who 
your parents used to rent their telly). 
They are traditionally considered to offer 
the most personal service. Because of 
the huge number of televisions they 
used to rent, they would see customers 
on a monthly basis (when they paid the 
rental charges) and therefore developed 
something of a standing in the 
community. 

In theory, though their rental base has 
declined, such shops should still offer a 
good service. Apart from a local reputa- 
tion which needs to be preserved, such 
small outlets can’t afford to miss out on 
sales, and the chances of being taken for 
granted are minimised. 

If service is the strength, what are the 
weaknesses? They're often off the beat- 
en track, as they can’t afford the prime 
high street sites and they are commonly 
perceived to be more expensive. 

Naturally, such outlets can’t buy in the 
bulk quantities that the chains can, and 
sometimes they are more expensive. 
But to be fair to them, there isn’t always 
a big difference in price (if you don’t 
believe me, go and shop around) and 
more and more outlets are responsive to 
matching the prices of competitors. 


troll into the middle of most towns 

and the familiar faces of the big boys 
— Comet, Currys, Dixons, Rumbelows 
and Laskys — often greet you. I’m 
anxious to avoid broad generalisations, 
but big retail groups often mean you get 
big service organisations and you will 
miss out on the personal service 
somewhat. 

Ask where the company’s service 
department is and it’s perfectly possible 
that it’s 40 miles away! This is not 
necessarily an evil, but because of the 
volumes of business being turned over, 
their style of business is all too often 
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completely impersonal. 

The same can be said for the service 
in these shops, too. A £1,000 sale really 
won't affect such companies, even less 
so the people selling them. And when 
you've smiled at a thousand milling cus- 
tomers, as these sales people do, the 
staying power is tested somewhat. 


On to the department stores. Appar-- 


ently, there is no such thing as a down- 
market department store; they tend to 
offer a broad range of credit facilities 
and, importantly, among the widest 
ranges of product. 

In addition, because individual brands 
can account for around £500,000 per 
department store per year, the store 
and manufacturer often tie up together 
to employ in-store consultants. 

These well-informed sales personnel 
then maintain that manufacturer’s dis- 
play, and constantly liaise with the mak- 
ers for the latest stock, spares and 
technical data. The catch? We'll come 
onto that later. 

Then there’s mail order. Ordering 
from the Next Directory might fit in 
nicely with you're image profile, but you 
won't look so cool when you’ve bought 
an £1,100 camcorder and you haven't 
got the faintest idea of what to do with it. 

Prices are never the cheapest, you 
don’t get a demo, and after-sales service 
all too often depends on one of those 
impersonal organisations. 

I just can’t see that there are enough 
pros involved in buying consumer elec- 
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Dixons — ‘no better or worse than the 
majority of outlets’. 


tronics products by mail order to 
outweigh the cons. That said, credit 
facilities are often good, but be careful 
you're not ‘paying’ for cheap credit in the 
higher retail price. 

Finally, a word about London’s Tot- 
tenham Court Road, as a lot of people 
will be turning to this famous area of 
London for their purchases. In my ex- 
perience, many of them offer a mediocre 
service. There are an awful lot of grey 
imports (machines imported from Eur- 
ope and not covered by the UK manufac- 
turers’ guarantee) sold there, and an 
inordinate amount of discontinued pro- 
duct flying around. 

Unless you require something very 
specific — like a multi-standard VCR — 
I'd be very careful. It would be wholly 
unreasonable to write all the shops off, 
but if you go there, don’t expect mir- 
acles. Worth checking out, but not worth 
going to check out, if you know what I 
mean. 


hat about the sales people? The 
electrical retail trade has got 
something of a problem. Weekly wages 
all too often amount to a meagre £80 per 
week — less than half the salary of.a bus 
driver, a quarter of some coal miners, so 
of course, there is a high staff turnover. 
In addition, Saturday staff receive a 
training package which usually amounts 


to learning which parts of the till you 
need to put the various monies in. And 
we expect specialist advice on the latest 
high-tech consumer __ electronics 
products! 

So much depends on luck; it’s not as if 
the best sales people all look the same. 
When we go in, what can we do to 
ensure that we aren't being served by an 
absolute waste of space? 

Basic questions will clearly identify 
the least capable culprits — and they 
needn’t be technical. Anybody in the 
least bit interested in video will know the 
answer to the question: ‘Who invented 
VHS?’ Similarly, if somebody tells you 
that a flatter, squarer tube is the plate 
glass screen across the front of the tube 
you know you are wasting your time. 

And the question ‘Is stereo video 
different from hi-fi’ should also sort out 
the men (or women, though it is mainly 
men) from the boys (or girls). Of course, 
it’s important to know the answer to 
these questions yourself! 

Apart from the drifters, it’s also es- 
sential to avoid the hard salesman, if 
what you require is guidance. Some 
individuals are such brilliant story-tellers 
they can make you believe any old load 
of nonsense. 

I will always remember the salesman 
who insisted on telling customers that a 
credit scheme (with an APR — actual 
percentage rate.— of some 30 odd per 
cent) was cheaper, yes cheaper than 
interest free credit! 


47 


< 


His thinking was that if you took up 
interest-free credit, you had to pay a 
deposit immediately, whereas with the 
credit scheme you didn’t pay anything 
for a month. Hence, with the interest 
free credit, you would leave the store 
poorer on that day! 

If you wonder about his conscience, it 
was clear, since he had been wallowing 
in his own bullshit for so long, he’d 
managed to sell the idea even to himself. 

People like this are very difficult to 
deal with, especially if you’re not wholly 
sure if they’re telling the truth. If you 
find a salesman is doing all the talking, 
then something is amiss. You should be 
doing most of the talking, since the only 
way he or she can give you any half- 
decent guidance is by assessing your 
needs and wants. 

And forget the old chestnut: ‘In fact, 
it’s so good I’ve got one at home.’ 
Maybe they have, but their homes and 
their needs are likely to be different from 
yours. 

If you’ve decided to pay by cash, don’t 
be afraid to ask for a discount. If a 
retailer accepts an American Express 
card, he has to pay AmEx around four 
per cent. of the total sale anyway. With 
Access and Barclaycard that amount 
drops to around 2!% per cent — but that 
still represents £10 on a £400 sale, so by 
paying by cash (or cheque) you're doing 
the dealer a favour. 

When a retailer is running his own 
interest-free credit promotion, that’s 
costing him real money too, so don’t be 
afraid to ask. 


ae are on a spree of giving 
away interest-free credit at the 
moment. Make the most of it, but don’t 
let this be your sole purchase factor, any 
more than price. 

The companies which run the inter- 
est-bearing accounts within the shops 
are, virtually without exception, reputa- 
ble and very competent. But watch 
those interest rates! 

_In these days of fluctuating rates it is 
impossible to give an APR figure at 
which you should aim. That said, you 
should certainly keep it below 25 per 
cent, remembering that you can rarely 
borrow more money more cheaply than 
you can from your bank. In-store credit 
schemes tend to be more expensive 
even than Access or Barclaycard. 

And a few more points. Be very 
careful when buying any showroom 
model, because so often they’re not just 
‘showroom models’, but ex-loan re- 
paired, or damaged stock. 

All shops make bad buys — slow- 
moving products of the wrong colour and 
wrong design. These products can ei- 
ther be given a price reduction to clear, 
or sales people might be offered a special 
commission on each one sold. If a sales 
person is giving a disproportionate 
amount of time to one ordinary-looking 
line, question the reasons why. 

If you buy a product as new, you 
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TEN BUYING TIPS 


. Don't neglect local dealers 


. Consider carefully the pros and cons of mail order 


catalogue buying 


. Get a demonstration of the machines if you need one, and 
ensure the same tape is always used 


. Never be afraid to ask for a cash discount 


. Be aware of non-guarantee ‘grey imports’ and 


discontinued products 


. Make sure any showroom model is unused 


. Look for interest-free credit 


. Gen up on your subject beforehand so you can spot waffle 
(and lies) 
. Ask if your department store rep is really a manufacturer's 
consultant 


. Don't be blackmailed into buying 


should expect it in a sealed box. Taped 
up does not constitute ‘sealed’. If you are 
concerned that you have been given a 
used product, there are a few checks 
that might help. The serial number on 
the box should obviously marry with the 
one on the product. There should be no 
fingerprints on any component, and re- 
mote controls, batteries, machines, 
even instruction books, should be in 
sealed packaging. 

Don’t accept the golden oldie that ‘we 
check every product individually before 
it goes out.’ 

Dirty tricks might be employed to 
swing a sale. Such statements as: ‘Well, 
if you can’t afford to buy the better 
model . . .’ or ‘I don’t think most people 
would be seen dead with that in their 
homes’ are intended to play on your 
social conscience. 

Take the remarks with a giant pinch of 
salt — and your custom elsewhere. If 
you find getting away from a bullish sales 
person a daunting proposition, the es- 
cape lines: ‘I must get the dreaded 
second opinion’, or ‘T’ll just go to the 
bank and get some money’ might prove 
useful. 


ack to the in-store consultants. 

They are employed by the likes of 
Sony, Sanyo, Sharp, Hitachi, Toshiba 
and Philips in the major department 
stores such as Harrods, Selfridges, John 
Lewis and Allders. 

Clearly, they are going to be biased 
towards their manufacturer’s product, 
and the same can be said about the 
numerous Sony Centres springing up 
around the country. No problem if you 
know what you want, but you'll be lost if 
you're looking for impartial advice. 

It doesn’t help that all too often the 
consultants go ‘undercover’. That is, 
they dress in store staff uniforms and 


don’t present themselves as being com- 
pany representatives. So when you 
think a friendly, and well-informed sales 
person is suggesting that you buy a set 
which he feels is genuinely superior to 
the one you intended to buy, he might 
just be taking you for a £5 commission. 

And it’s a competitive business. If 
there is a range in the store not repre- 
sented by an individual consultant, a bit 
of subtle de-tuning, or the shining of a 
distant spotlight on the TV screen can 
help those sets to lose much of their 
appeal. 

Showroom pictures are therefore not 
always what they might seem. Oh, and if 
you are given a VCR demonstration, 
make sure the same tape is used in both 
or all decks. 

If you are courteous, the chance that 
you'll get courteous service will obvious- 
ly increase. However, if you do have any 
after-sales problems, don’t waste your 
time arguing with a branch manager. 

Letters to head office, with copies to 
the branch and even the local. Citizens 
Advice Bureau work wonders. Senior 
managers are scared stiff of complaints, 
sales people simply become adept at 
passing them around each other. 

And don’t forget, it’s New Year Sales 
time. You must realise that if you are 
looking for comprehensive and impartial 
advice, this is not the ideal period to get 
it, because everyone is so busy. Try to 
call in during the week; you might even 
try to make an appointment with a 
specific person. 

And finally, you might just come 
across a jewel of a sales person. There 
are a fair number around, always ready, 
willing and able to serve you well; and 
don’t despair, the chances are you'll find 
one eventually. Just remember that 
around every jewel lies a lot of fixing 
cement. Happy shopping O 
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SAVE £300! 


Compact 8mm Pro. specification 8mm camcorder with 
+ sp dhorlegso tT 1.4 variable speed electronic shutter and high 
1/1000 sec Be resolution CCD imager. 


@ 12-72/f1.6 6x power zoom lens with macro 
@ 440,000 pixel 12” CCD 
@ Variable shutter speed to 1/2000 sec. 
7 lux low light operation 

B Date/time display 

@ Multifunction compact lens 

@ Weighs only 1.1kg 

Includes full accessory pack with 
battery, charger, cables 


7 lux operation. 10 second self 
timer, time lapse — cram 12 hours into 


6 minutes. Fade gti 1.1kg. £/98 


uced £200! 


and 4 free P5-90 tapes. 


4 Free P5-90MP 
worth £35! 


8mm camcorder 

with IR remote control 
to record/zoom at 
distance. 8.5-68/f1.4 
8x power zoom, 

7 lux operation. 
420,000 pixel CCD, ~~ L 
W/1 000 and 1/500 soe? shutter, 
titler, sepia mode. Wit 
accessories. Save over wt 200! 


1270 
MINOLTA CT-E 


HOME STUDIO 


ena ouncorder With JVC JX-C7 Video Corrector 


internal 9-54mm/f1.6 6x 

fast/slow power zoom. 

AF spot/average 

metering plus auto white 

balance even in " 

fluorescent light. a. 
over £500 on orig 


Complete with h free metfoa 04.90 LKCIE 
converter kit, containing 1.5x and B50 
0.65x converter lenses. Now . 

Minolta 8100E | Vivitar Magic 8 


8mm compact. 6x 8mm; 1/1500 sec 
zoom. With hard case _ | shutter. Insert-edit via 


and full 9 line input. Full 


Sony T600 Picture Computer 
Sony C700 Colour Corrector 
Sony RME100 Editor 


VHS-C camcorder 
with 390,000 pixel 
high resolution CCD. 
8-head recording 
system, vari-speed 


accessory maar ‘' C778 
ard case. 


kit. 


ACCESSORIES 


BP-E22 NICAD E708 (42.00) . 
CB-E7E CAR BATT ADAPTOR (46.40) 
FILTER SET 46MM (29.00) 
CU-E2 CONTROL UNIT (43.00) . 
SC-E7 SOFT CASE VME-1 (39.90) 
HC-E708 HARD CASE (90.40) 
SC-E708 SOFT CASE (37.50) 


VHS camcorder with sophis- 
ticated plug-in character 
generator. 1/500 and 1/1000 
sec shutter, 2 step 
autofocus. 9-15/f1.2 
6x power zoom lens, 
flying erase head. : 
On-shoulder grip for stable oe 


MciO ci 


Panasonic VHS-C, f1.2 | Panasonic VHS-C, 9-54/ 
6x power zoom, plug-in | f1.2 6x-power zoom. 
character generator. Audio/video fade in/out. 


Hi-speed £3170 Hard case ane 


shutter. accessories. 


CG-PSOE CHARACTER GEN (89.90) 
MZ-320 MONO MICROPHONE (41.60) 
APP1E CAR BATTERY CORD (29.00) 


NP22H NICAD BATTERY (37.00) 
RM94 REMOTE CONTROL (66.40) 
VCLO752B WIDE ANGLE LENS (85.00) 
VCL1552A TELE LENS (85.00) 


FUJI NP22 NICAD BATTERY (24.00) 
PANASONIC VBM7E BATT M7 (33.80) 
SUNPAK CV300 NICAD LIGHT (113.00) 
WOTAN AL100 NICAD 75W (120.00) 
JVC HR-D320 VHS VCR (312.90) 
SONY SLV201 VHS VCR (379.90) 


Pro. specification 
8mm with PCM stereo 
record/playback. ag 
8x power zoom with 2m 
macro, narration 
microphone. 
1/50—1/4000 sec shutter, 
440,000 high precision CCD. 
5 lux low light operation. 
With kit. Save £1 


lamp. Was £113, now 


(1/50, 1/250, 1/500, 11000 second) shutter. Two- 
speed 9-54/f1.4 6x power zoom, automatic fade 


in/out with record on/off, sp ag a 
pei system. Weight 1. 2Kq. SS 
lied. Reduced over £100! 


SONY V90 


£229.00 
Sony XVT500 Digital Video Superimposer peg 


99.00 


£540.60 
£179.00 


Full specification 8mm camcorder. 
With digital memory that stores 2 

images in 8 colours. 290,000 pixel 
CCD, 6x zoom, 

vari-speed shutter, 


Save £100! £799 


£285.00 
£235.00 
£377.00 
£448.00 
£840.00 


TELEVISIONS 


Panasonic TX2175 21” FST 
Sony KV1442 14” remote 
Sony KV19XMT Teletext 

Sony KVX21TV 21” Stereo 
Sony EVDT1 6” TV & 8mm VCR 


TECNO KENSINGTON 
360 Kensington High St, London W14. 01-602 5311 


TECNO EUSTON 


Sunpak CV300 Video light 
30W portable st Ae 


326 Euston Road, London NW1. 01-388 2871 
TECNO CITY 
120 Moorgate, London EC2. 01-588 4831 
TECNO HOLBORN 
3 Procter Street, London WC1. 01-831 9398 
TECNO BIRMINGHAM 
1 Suffolk Street, Birmingham. 021-632 5737 
TECNO BRISTOL 
Rupert Street, Bristol. 0272-214421 
TECNO GUILDFORD 
141 High Street, Guildford. 0483-302011 
TECNO LEEDS 
37.00 34 The Headrow, Leeds. 0532-425010 
41.00 TECNO MANCHESTER 
20.00 St. Peter’s Square, Manchester 061-228 0461 
39.00 TECNO NOTTINGHAM 
5.00 3 Cheapside, Nottingham. OPENING SOON! 
. TECNO READING 
81.00 56 Station Hill, Reading. 0734-591005 
33.00 TECNO SOUTHAMPTON 
89 Commercial Rd, Southampton. _0703-229227 
84.90 TECNO MAIL ORDER SHOP 
39.00 Hampton Road West, Feltham 01-898 9934 
15.00 BSF =; fig: 
29.90 Postage, arm poe a insurance, £2 per item. Call us 
59.90 using Access/Visa on our 24 hour Hotline or send 
79.00 cheques or postal orders. Same day despatch. 
79.00 9 Hampton Farm Ind. Est, Feltham, Middx TW13 6DB. 
01 9934. Open Monday to Saturday 9am—5pm. 
19.90 Tecno Cha Card. % 
29.90 £1500 on-the-spot credit! 
98.00 Subject to status. 

. y k i i 4 
110.00 Ask for written details at any Tecno 
299.90 
349.00 


> SALE 


LHS SNINWYYSOYd 


MICVEN 8Q00 wre 


THE ADVENT of the new Super VHS 
format has ushered in a whole new era 
of high-performance, high-price video 
recorders. 

Packed to the gills with facilities, 
these bold new boxes can effortlessly 
command £1000 price tags — but do 
they really offer good value’ for 
money? 

Panasonic's first S-VHS flagship is 
the £1000 NV-FS1. It’s the most ex- 
pensive domestic video machine that 
the firm has yet offered to the UK. 


Description 


Superficially, this big new beast resem- 
bles the now ageing £800 digital D80 
deck. It shares the same body-shell, 
and hides the bulk of its controls be- 
neath a full-length copycat fascia flap. 

With it’s visor up, the VCR looks 
clean and mean, with only an orange 
status display to attract the eye. Snap- 
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Panasonic NV-FS1 — S-VHS recorder — £1000 


Panasonic has a new supreme champion in its video 
stable — its first high performance $-VHS tabletop 


recorder. Steve May take the Sumo-sized FS1 for a trial 


ping the visor down, however, reveals 
a nest of confusing switches and 
widgets. 

All the tape transport keys (Play, Rec. 
FF etc) reside on the inside of the flap 
itself. Ranged around these are more 
prestigious soft-touch controls for insert 
editing, audio dub and the like. Tiny 
channel tuning buttons (likely to be 
used only once) also live here. 

The face of the machine itself is 
awash with a welter of stubby switches 
(used to manually select audio/video 
inputs and the like), and sharpness/ 
tracking wheels. 

To the right of these are two audio 
level sliders and a pair of LED peak 
meters, ranged between —30 to 
+10dB. 

Backside connectors include two S- 
Video terminals (In and Out, obviously), 
phono audio plugs (remember that the 
new standard S terminal lead does not 
carry any sound information), BNC 


run round the Dojo 


video input/output sockets, plus a Scart. 

Interestingly, the Scart on this parti- 
cular deck does not have its RGB pins 
wired up, making it impossible to route 
S-VHS signals through it in anything 
other than composite video guise. 

This makes the FSI a quite different 
machine than, say, the JVC HR-S5000 
and the Ferguson FV-39. Both of these 
have dual Scart plugs (plus S-Video 
connectors), of which one is fully RGB 
wired. This refinement allows S-VHS 
quality pictures to be routed into any 
TV with an RGB/Scart port. 


Operation 


As you would expect, a good level of 
operational refinement is available for 
the hefty bankroll. The deck is fes- 
tooned with features — although, un- 
like i's D80 stablemate, there are no 
picture manipulating digital effects 
onboard. 
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AT A GLANCE 


What's Good 

S-VHS picure performance 
Nicam decoder and VHS Hi 
Post production potential 
Thoughtful feature specification 


What's Bad 


Pedantic indexing facilities 


Our Ratings 

Price >> > > > 
Picture dd ddd 
Sound | ddd 
Features >P>pPp 
Ease of use > > > > 
Looks >>> Pp 


>PPPr Excellent >> >> Good PPP F 
>P Basic > Poor 
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Test drive a NEW SONY! 


Come to us for all 
your needs! 


ccprs3%0| 4 Accessories 
* Home Studio 
* Batteries & Chargers 
* Tripods & Braces 
cepveo|} om Lenses & Filters 
* Cases, Straps & Jackets 
ake x Lights & Microphones 


* Remote Controllers 


...all this and more!! 


A. ob. E r E CTRONIC S 
e @ 4 
ELECTRONICS LIMITED 
432 EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON W2 1EA 


Tel: 01-723 9616 Telex:925886 Fax: 01-262 5131 


* MAIL ORDER SERVICE AVAILABLE *« 
RING NOW ON 01-723 9616 


<4] tape backwards to set an inpoint. 


PANASONIC NV-FS1 CONTROLS 


1.VTR On/Off switch with indicator 2.Infra-red remote control 


receiver 3.S-VHS indicator 4.Control panel open button 
5.Cassette-in indicator 6.Headphones socket 7.Microphone input 
socket 8. Multi-function display 9.Eject 10.Cassette compartment 


11.Headphones output level control 12.Tracking control 13.Slow 
tracking control 14.Picture sharpness control 15.S-VHS selector 


16.Image selector 17.Tape speed selector 18.MPX filter switch 
19.Audio level meter selector 20.Audio rec level control selector 
21.Simulcast switch 22.Input signal selector 23.Timer record 
24,Audio output mode indicators 25.Audio recording mode 


indicators 26.Audio level 
meter 27,Audio rec level 
controls 28.Audio 
dubbing indicator 
29.Insert editing 
indicator 30.AV button 
31.Audio output mode 
selector 32.Audio dub 
33.Insert edit 34.Record 
35.Memory/Search 
36.Reset/Index 
37.Rewind/Review 
38.Play 39.Fast forward/ 
Cue 40.Stop 41.Pause/ 
Still 42. Channel 
selection up and down 
43.Clock 44.0TR on 
45.Timer controls 
46.OTR off 47.Tuner set- 
up controls 


In Standard Play, the machine gives 
a flawless entry and exit, without any 
picture breakup. Inserts achieved on 
Long Play recordings are less impres- 
sive. The outpoint of these inserts is 
often marred by a single glitchy frame. 
The message is clear: don’t edit in LP. 

Although not equipped with a joggle 
dial to ease tapes forward and back- 
ward, the FS1 does offer.a fair amount 
of tape control. 

A high quality transport: mechanism 
enables both edit points to be set with a 
fair degree of accuracy, by using the 
super-fine frame advance. It’s not a 
perfect editing tool by any means, but it 
does offer greater tape control than its 
JVC rival. 

Its audio dub function works in much 
the same way, and can be used to 
place new sounds on the low-fi mono 
track. Of course, it’s not possible to 
over dub the hi-fi stereo track as this is 
recorded within the video signal, and 
as such cannot be copcined. 

Like all the current generation Pana- 
sonics, the deck has. a multiplicity of 
timer modes. The onboard 8 event/1 
month memory (with daily and weekly 
repeat) will accept timer settings form 
the remote handset, via the. machine 
itself, or through a digital bar code 
scanner. 

_A sheet is supplied with individual 
bar codes for time, day and channel. 
Six sweeps of the digital scanner pen 
tabulate all the relevant info, which can 
yan be squirted from the pen into the 

leck. - 
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Although both the TV and Radio 
Times look set to resist running bar 
code information (effectively reducing 
the six sweep system down to just one), 
| suspect that it won't be long before a 
number of the soon-to-come satellite 
TV listing magazines embrace the new 
technology. The system could yet come 
of age inthe UK... 

For simpler timed recordings, an 
instant OTR (one-touch record) system 
is also available. This can be defaulted 
to turn on (and off) at any point within 
the day. Quite why it’s called ‘one- 
touch recording’ though is unclear, 
because it requires several prods. .. 


Performance 


The Super VHS system can deliver a 
much better picture than regular VHS 
because it widens the luminance band- 
width (allowing more black and white 
picture detail to be recorded), pro- 
cesses the colour information separate- 
ly and greatly improves the frequency 
deviation (which gives a better signal- 
to-noise ratio for'less grain and noise) 
of recordings. The real-life results of this 
are extraordinary. 

Our laboratory benchtests rated the 
horizontal SP picture resolution of the 
FS1, gleaned via an S-terminal con- 
nection, in excess of 400 lines — which 
translates to quite superb picture 
definition. 

In camcorders, this level of resolution 
allows ultra-fine detail information, like 
skin pores and hair strands, to be 
recorded. 


Ona homedeck, it allows the VCR to 


‘record most all the luminance informa- 


tion broadcast into its tuner section. 

Broadcast picture quality obviously 
varies from programme to pro- 
gramme, and from station to station — 
but the FS1 faithfully records all such 
networked vaguery. You can’t ask for 
much more than that. Colour repro- 
duction is also tight and accurate. 

When taken’ as a composite video 
output, the deck’s S-VHS picture is 
rated at around. 350 lines. Pictures 
remain enviably stable, and free from 
dot interference (the grainy luminance 
fuzz that can usually be seen around 
areas of high contrast). It’s a definite 
improvement over regular tape 
systems. a: 

At the slower recording speed, S 
terminal definition drops to around 
360 lines — pictures retain their dyn- 
amic range and stability. As composite 
video, the line rating drops further, to 
around 340, with some hint of grain 
and agitation, but it’s still a mighty fine 
picture to watch. 

Like all Super VHS machines, the 
FS1 is perfectly happy to work as a 
regular non-Super deck. Picture quality 
in SP here is around 260 lines (not a 
bad performance at all), but there is a 
low level of grain evident. 

Curiously it’s VHS performance is not 
as accomplished as that from the much 
cheaper G45.deck. However, this ob- 
servation is not intended as a slight. The 
G45 gives one of the best VHS pictures 
on the market... 


LP VHS pictures exhibit a predictable > 


< loss of fine detail, although the slower live sports broadcasts and feature films. when a tape is played, making it 


recording speed remains perfectly us- The hi-fi track has a dynamic ceiling impossible to flip across to broadcast 
able for bulk timeshift recording. of around 90dB, and a 20Hz-20KHz channels or slip the machine into a 
Audio quality is equally impressive. frequency range, so reproduction is daisychain of equipment. 
This big Panny complements its VHS bright and lifelike. A number of pre- WHAT VIDEO has complained long 
Hi-fi stereo sound system with a Nicam recorded movies were auditioned on and hard about this ludicrous trait, and 
decoder, able to unravel the very high the deck, and all were replayed with now finally someone appears to have 
resolution digital sound transmission bold confidence. taken note. Thank heaven for that! 
standard which is shortly to be adopt- Test Nicam transmissions were also On the debit side, the machine does 
ed by all the ITV regions (and eventual- delivered with ease. Make no mistake, seem overly mechanical and pedantic 
ly the BBC). the stereo soundstage available via for a luxury VCR. The maze of manual 
Nicam brings compact disc clarity to Nicam is very considerable indeed. switching required to run the deck is 
TV and isa very major enhancement of — And this machine is just the beast to surprising. The machine may look like a 
take advantage of it. prop from Star Wars, but it doesn’t 
For the record, both an MPX filter allow you to effect simple commands: 
FACT PACK and Simulcast facility is available. Con- like the selection of a line input or the 


sequently, it’s quite feasible to use the alteration of the recording speed via 
FS1 as a high quality audio recorder the remote handset (which means that 
— just the ticket if you want to take it's impossible to mix the speed of timed 
advantage of the eight hour capacity recordings). 


Machine: Panasonic NV-FS1 

Format: VHS, PAL standard/S-VHS Pal/Secam 
Price: £1000 

Market position: Deluxe S-VHS homedeck 


Tape Functions: Play, Record, Rewind, Fast forward, | Of an E-240 (LP) blank, or need to Its indexing facilities are also rather 
Pidure Search, Pause, Frame Advance, Variable Slow |  timeshift lengthy programmes from a less user-friendly than those on the 
Motion Pier ‘ radio source. competing JVC S-VHS deck. 

Features: Nicam decoder, Hi-fi sound, SP/LP recording, Conversly, tape control is a smidge 
Realtime counter, One touch record, Insert edit, Audio dub, | Conclusion more precise — and this precision 


Double speed playback, Noiseless still frame, Auto play 
function, Adjustable hi-fi audio level controls, Index search 
with Intro Scan, Simulcast facility, Bar code scanner pen 
Remote Control: Full function, transmittable, Infra-red 
Time Options: 8 events/1 month 

Audio System: VHS Hi-fi stereo 


could sway camcorder owners looking 
The Pansonic NV-FS1 is quite pa- for a quality edit tool. 

tently a formidable machine. It looks Certainly, the FS1 is a considerable 

suitably ferocious, gives a marvellous machine that does much to justify its 

S-VHS picture and has a raft of excel- enormous price tag. As Panasonic's 


Sockets: S-terminals, BNC video, phono audio, tunable RF, | lent audio facilities. new Yokozuna (a Sumo term for su- 
Scart It’s also the first Panasonic VCR for preme champion, but then you doubt- 
Dimensions: 430(w) x 109(h) x 357(d) mm an age that does notdisable the aerial less knew that already) it's quite an 


Weight: 7.5kg loop-through when Play isengaged! Its achievement. There are few decks 


stablemates all disable the TV picture around that can match it O 


john todd video services 


FAX: 0785 223137 


From the UK’s best selling range of tripods, 2 a : pa spets HAMA VIDEO ENHANCER 
models to suit all your Video tripod requirements. foe : [) AND AUDIO MIXER 350 


SLIK EASIGLIDE This Enhancer and Audio Mixer combines two units in one. Image enhancer 
“ww " F for video copies with crisp contours, Audio Mixer for mergin i 
As its name implies, the pan and tilt head operate very smoothly, courtesy of oil Ip p Ss 0 Mixer for merging two audio 


damping. Other features include 2 second quick release platform, variable tension Signals (sound on sound). 
Control and fluid spirit level. Weight 4000g. Max’ height 1890cm. 


£129.95 


£169.95 
AICO 2 x CONVERTER 


A high quality Japanese made converter, which doubles the power of your 
existing lens, ie a 6 x power zoom becomes 12 x power zoom. This unit 
Screws onto the end of your existing lens and is supplied with adapter 
mounts 49mm to 52mm, 49mm to 46mm 


C/W Case £56.95 
AICO “2 IN 1” LENS 


Asingle lens which is mounted on to your existing lens. Fitted one way, 0.6 
% more wide angle is achieved. Reverse it round and 1.5 x more telephoto 
is achieved. Supplied with 46mm, 49mm, 52mm adapter rings, which will fit 
most popular camcorders. 


C/W Case £79.95 
AICO TELE-WIDE LENSE SETS 


2 separate lenses. The telephoto lens gives 1.4 x more magnification. The 
wide angle lens gives 0.57 x greater field of view complete with 49mm, 
52mm and 58mm adapter rings. 


C CM Case £79.95 


AICO “COMPACT” TELE-WIDE 
LENS SETS 


A most compact set of lenses. Telephoto offers 1.4 x 
more magnification and the second lens gives 0.7 x 
greater field of view c/w 46mm, 49mm and 52mm adapter 


tings, plus case. 
AICO 
INTERNATIONAL 


£11.95 all | "869,95 
JVG JOHN TODD VIDEO SERVICES 
Fax: 0785 223137 32 MARSH STREET, STAFFORD ST16 3DB. — — 


Gi TEL. 0785 48202/43447 ae 


Welcome 
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Features include Quick Release palm, oil damped head, centre column tension 
device, centre bracing bars, quick release ep locks, box section legs. The ideal video 
tripod, specifically designed for today's lightweight compact camcorders. 


£59.95 


ARKON “STAY COOL”, 
PORTABLE VIDEO LIGHT 


This “complete” portable lighting kit includes, 12V' 100 watt Halogen bulb. The 
Hitachi (HP6) 6.5 amp hour battery gives up'to 30 minutes continuous use on 
lighting, heat shield, 4 sided barn doors, 13 amp style charger-transformer ensuring 
low voltage from power source. Cigar lighter type plug into battery, Shrouded pins 


on plug. 

the battery can also be used as a “back up" power source for running your 
otha off, and will give approximately 2 hours continuous use. (Adap" not. § 
included). 

eae unit features special heat dissipating fins which ensure the unit never 
gets hot. 


£95.00 
HAMA VIDEO TRANSFER SCREEN 


A simple, but most effective unit, which enables you to transfer onto video, cine 
films or a The “reversing’’ mirror ensures words or numbers appear the right 
way round. 


= 
Titling set for a really professional finish. 


Mitsubishi HS-B70 — S-VHS recorder — £1000 


LIGHT ENTERTAINER 


Capping its range of new VHS VCRs, Mitsubishi presents 
the £1000 B70, which boasts a total of 34 functions, 
including S-VHS and Nicam. Gerry Hinde considers the 


MITSUBISH| HAS played a blinder 
with its B-series of video cassette re- 
corders. They have impressed as great 
value VCRs for the masses, and the 
right royal range is completed by the 
introduction of a real king — the Super 
VHS B70. 

Take ten years of product develop- 
ment, throw in a handful of software 
and a pinch of hype and you've got a 
perfect recipe for a new video format. 
How well baked a cake is Mitsubishi's? 


Description 


Decked out in black and gold with 
white, orange and red illuminations, 
the B70 does look different from your 
common or garden home video. 

It’s chunkier for a start. Even its now- 
hip round gold feet are half an inch 
high, and with a total height of 112mm 
and a weight of over 9kg it is not 
exactly ‘slimline’. 

The oft-used functions — Play, Re- 
cord, Fast Forward, Rewind and Still, 
are situated on the right hand side of 
the fascia, above channel change and 
on-screen display call-up buttons. 
Aside from On/Off and Eject, these are 
the only visible switches, though they 
are complemented by a myriad of 
indicators. 

The fluorescent panel tells of — wait 
for it — 17 functions, including which 
timer programmes have been allocat- 
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premium 


ed, the direction and speed of tape 
travel, and what day it is! 

Not that the flickerings stop there. 
Twin 12-bar peak level meters sit amid 
Nicam stereo indicators, audio dub, 
insert, S-VHS and digital tracking 
lamps. Eat your heart out, Blackpool. 

The B70 has one of those rather 
dapper drop-down flaps which reveals 
itself at the touch of a button. Only in 
this case it’s a little too laid back, 
dropping halfway before coming to a 
halt. Perhaps it was too embarrassed to 
display the plethora of functions it 
hides, including hi-fi recording level 
sliders and S-VHS, Nicam and digital 
tracking switches among a cast of 34. 

The rear panel is positively spartan 
by comparison though Mitsubishi has 
included Phono Audio and Video Out 
phono jacks, a Scart socket and S- 
video terminals, in addition to the hum- 
ble RF socket. 

More and more is being crammed 
into today’s handset and the B70’s is 
no exception. It's capable of learning 
the remote signals of other handsets, 
has an LCD panel to facilitate easy 
programming and operates a host of 
trick frame facilities in addition to ad- 
dress and index search. 


Operation 
Gulp. There is an awful lot to operate! 


Not that a VCR with Nicam and S-VHS_ 


AT A GLANCE 


What's Good 
S-VHS picture 
Nicam stereo sound 
Index Address search 
Ease of use 


What's Bad 
Standard VHS picture 
Noisy Mechanics 
Bulky size 


Our Ratings 

Price | Addie 
Picture >>> PP 
Sound | ddidadad 
Features | dh dididled 
Ease of use > > > > 
Looks  ddiadled 


>PPPP Excellent >> >> Good > PP Fair 
>» Basic > Poor 


FACT PACK 


Machine: Mitsubishi. B70 

Format: VHS, PAL standard/S-VHS PAL/SECAM 

Price: £999.99 

Market position: Top-end, full-feature, S-VHS 

Tape Functions: Play, Picure Search, Fast Play, Reverse 
Play, Variable Speed Motion, Still Frame, Frame Advance 
Features: S-VHS recording, Hi-fi sound, Nicam stereo, 8- 
event/1-month timer, index/address search, Microphone 
input, Headphone socket, Insert edit, Audio dub, Simulcast 
recording, On-screen displays 

Remote Control: Full function, learning infra-red 
Time Options: 8 events/1 month 

Audio System: Hi-fi sound, Nicam 

Sockets: Scart, Aux Video and Aux S-Video, Video Out 
and S-Video Out, Audio Out, Aux Audio, RF In/Out, 
Headphone, Microphone 

Dimensions: 424(w) x 112(h) x 409.5(q) mm 
Weight: 9.2kg 


recording capabilities needs to be lad- 
en with an inordinate number of but- 
tons and knobs, it’s just that Mitsubishi 
has incorporated these facilities on 
what is a very feature-rich VCR in its 
own right. 

_ The S-VHS lamp glows when no 
tape, or an S-VHS tape is inserted. 
Whenever a conventional tape is slot- 
ted in, the light goes out. As any tape is 
entered, automatic digital tracking 
takes place, indicated by another flash- 
ing lamp, as does the insertion of an 
electronic index mark, illustrated by 
(yet) another minor lightshow. Tuning- 
in was no problem with the electronic 
tuner doing the donkey work. 

From then on, things are pretty well 
what one might expect as regards 
main video controls. Index ued ad- 
dress search and variable speed slow 
motion are activated by remote 
control. 

The indexing system on this machine 
is quite sophisticated, allowing the 
manual addition of indexing marks (so 
that favourite areas of programmes 
may be easily accessed) and the re- 
peated playback of any chosen length 
of tape between two index points. 
Functions are complemented by a vari- 
ety of on-screen displays. 

Connections for optimum picture 
and sound quality posed no problem. 
S-terminals connect directly twixt TV 
and VCR, bypassing the RF socket 
together in playback. Audio connec- 
tions proved equally straightforward. 

The reception of a Nicam stereo 
broadcast signal is illustrated by — you 
guessed it — another light, this one a 
tasteful shade of amber. Both S-VHS 
and Nicam recording may be switched 
off manually, if so desired. 


Performance 


Lab tests first. At its peak — when 
replaying an S-VHS recording via the 
S-terminal — the B70 resolved an easy 
400 lines, boasting a superb dynamic 
range, dead stable with no grain. This is 
the leading edge of 625-line PAL 
picture quality. 

In Long Play mode, resolution 
dropped to a still-stupendous 350 lines 
though some agitation in areas of high 
contrast was spotted. Even the picture 
quality through the composite video 
point is tremendous, 350 lines in stan- 
dard play, dropping to 320 in LP. 

The bench tests show that.as a 
standard VHS recorder, the B7O can 
certainly be matched, even beaten. A 
resolution figure of just over 250 lines 
was achieved, and whilst this dropped 
only marginally in LP mode, the picture 
was quite bleary, and an increase in 
grain and agitation was noted. 

But for those who see figures as a 
load of gobbledegook, what was the 
picture like in real terms? 


There were times when the sharp- 
ness of the S-VHS picture conveyed an 
almost three-dimensional effect. Col- 
ours and contrast are brilliant, far re- 
moved from conventional. video 
recordings which pale into insignifi- 
cance. alongside S-VHS at its best. 

Sure, in LP and composite modes 
there was some loss of clarity but the 
B70 can still hold its head up high. 

It was in standard VHS mode that 
the picture disappointed, and the re- 
sults can only be described as very 
ordinary. Perhaps it seemed worse 
because it was played directly along- 
side stunning S-VHS recordings. 

It must be remembered that this deck 
isn’t just a neat picture producer, it’s a 
rather accomplished audio performer, 
too. Recordings of CD onto video tape 
in hi-fi mode (fut tut — Ed) were 
pleasing, offering excellent separation 
and a ne dynamic range. 

But it was Nicam — when a test 
transmission was finally received and 
recorded — that was really impressive. 
Test telly was Mitsubishi's CT-2553 
stereo set which performed very well, 
offering a real improvement over con- 
ventional TV sound offering super ste- 
reo separation, a full bass and sharp 
treble. No kidding, even Bros sounded 
good. 


Conclusion 


The Mitsubishi B70 rather .re-defines 
the idea of pride of ownership as 
regards VCRs which are currently on 
the market. That said, and without 
wishing to take anything away from 
Mitsubishi, much of its performance 
can be put down to the specification 
and performance of the Nicam and S- 
VHS standards and parameters in gen- 
eral, rather than the fact that the 
company has made specific technol- 
ogy leaps of its own. 

And there are things which can be 
improved. The general bulk of the 
machine will undoubtedly be trimmed 
in time, and | found the mechanics quite 
noisy, especially when the deck was 
loading and unloading or in picture 
search. 

Additionally, standard VHS record- 
ing can be enhanced, as | don’t doubt 
that some will be slightly disappointed 
in this performance from a unit which 
leaves just a penny change from 
£1,000. ; 

A single noise bar in Reverse Play 
was a surprise, and couldn't be man- 
ually tracked-out. 

But the final line has got to be 
positive. Considering how much it 
does, it’s easy to get to grips with, and 
in ideal circumstances its sound and 
picture quality is second to none. A 
£500 premium for S-VHS. and Nicam 
recording at this early stage of product 
development is not unreasonable O 
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BEST PRICES IN TOWN 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


VIDEO RECORDERS VIDEO RECORDERS (cont) 


Jvc SONY 
HRD 320EK .... 
HRD 400EK 
HRD 500EK 
HRD 700EK 
HRD 750EK 
HRD 330EK 
HRD 530K .... 

‘Phone for best price 
PANASONIC 


CAMCORDERS 


veSReek 
NVG25B Ferguson FC04... 
PHILIPS Ferguson FCO5... be 
Panasonic NVM7B . £1065 
Panasonic NVM10C . £1095 
Sony CCD F330... ... £799 
Sony CCD F340... ... £975 
Sony CCD V200E £1595 
Sony CCD V90 ... £1325 
SONY TV'S 


KVM14UGY ... 
KV211XMV .... 
KV211XMTU . 


MAIL ORDER THROUGHOUT THE U.K. 
EXPORT ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


PHONE 01-580 4632 


No. 3 Tottenham St. 
London W1P 9PB 


(Nearest Tube Stn. Goodge St.) 


COMPUTER TITLES MADE EASY 


From the originators of domestic titling software 


Professional quality titles for your video films are so easy with the right software. Our customers 
write— 

“Perfect. Absolutely amazed at the tape, wonderful value for money”. Mr. S. Snyder. (Notts) 
“Wouldn't be without it’—Mr. R. Nye. (Chatham) 

“Greatly improved my video productions, giving them a far more professional appearance’ — 
Mr. G. Lueony. (Middlesex) 

“Fantastic, brilliant—Mr. R. Hickling (Notts) 

“A snip at the price’ —WHAT VIDEO (May '87) 

SUPERINTRO for the 48K or 128K Spectrum has multi-size text in four character les. Fade, 


wipe, dissolve, cut or scroll your titles on individually controlled pages. Auto/manual timing. 


GRAPHIC DECORATIONS! Automatic line spacing and much more. Quick and easy to use. 
Superintro is a favourite around the world with professional and amateur film makers. 


COPYRIGHT 


HALL VIDEO 
PRODUCTIONS 
Me 


NEW RELEASE! 
PROTITLER is now available. More power, more capacity, more of everything! Any line of text 
can be any size, any font, any colour, anywhere on screen. NO PRESET PAGES! Up to four 
screen effects between each line. 40 effects! Including 16 scrolls, pattern generators, curtain 
effects, and best of all, you can draw your own backgrounds! (Drawing program supplied.) 
Mr Anderson of Newton Abbot writes—''l thought you would have an awful job to improve on 
“Superintro” but “Protitler” is fantastic. | just can’t leave it alone!” 
Full instructions are supplied for successfully recording the computer RF signal on any domestic 
VCR or you can fit your computer with a OMPOSITE VIDEO socket for direct connection. 
For the 128+ and 128+2 we supply a plug-in adaptor. 
For all 48K and the new 128+3 (disc drive) we supply a small socket which requires soldering 
into the computer. (An easy DIY job). Full instructions are supplied. 
PRICES 
EXISTING CUSTOMERS NOTICE 
Update to PROTITLER at 
super low price!—Call us! 


SUPERINTRO 
PROTITLER 
48/128+3 Socket 
128+/128+2 Adaptor 
Special offer. Both programs + socket or adaptor. Just £35. 
All prices include postage in EEC. Add £1 for airmail an re. 
Phone your order if using ACCESS, EUROCARD or MAST! RCARD. 
COD is available in GB only for an extra £2. 
Phone (8.30 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. GMT Mon-Sat) and we will send you more details or send a 
cheque/postal order for VERY prompt delivery. 


Available only from— 


HALL VIDEO PRODUCTS 


147 Gladstone St. Winsford, Cheshire CW7 4AU 
Phone 0606 551925 


a7. 


VIDEO 


EDITING EQUIPMENT 


value and 
performance!” 


VEC1050—VIDEO FADER/ENHANCER+ AUDIO MIXER 
@ SLIDER CONTROLS for ease of use. 

FADES picture RELIABLY to BLACK, WHITE or any shade of GREY. 
Adjustable PICTURE ENHANCER for first class copies. 

Picture can be lightened or darkened. 

DOES NOT DISTORT syncs or colour burst like inferior models. 

Active 3 CHANNEL AUDIO MIXER with stereo inputs. 

GAIN control for increasing volume of quiet sounds. 

MICROPHONE input for adding commentaries. 

Complete with mains adaptor and comprehensive 12 page manual. 


quality and 
versatility!” 


VEC2000 — VIDEO FADER/WIPER+AUDIO MIXER 


SLIDER CONTROLS for ease of use. 

26 WIPE and MASKING PATTERNS in BLACK or WHITE. 

FADES picture to BLACK or WHITE. 

Masking patterns can be DISSOLVED into picture. 

Unique push-button AUTOMATIC WIPES, with adjustable speeds, for smooth scene 
changes. 

Wipes can be done manually to mask out parts of the picture. 

2 switchable video inputs. 

3 video outputs for duplication/ monitoring. 

Active 3 CHANNEL AUDIO MIXER with stereo inputs. 

Individual GAIN controls on each audio channel for matching different sources, and 
increasing the volume of quiet sounds. 

VU METER for accurate level setting. 

MASTER audio FADER control. 

MICROPHONE input for adding commentaries. 

HEADPHONE socket with separate volume control. 


£135 


“Amazing 
creative 
possibilities!” 
VTS700— VIDEO TITLE STORE 


This unique accessory, which ONLY works with the VEC2000, will superimpose titles 

and effects over the picture WITHOUT requiring ‘GENLOCK’. 

@ Title source can be a camcorder, camera, computer or video tape. 

@ Up to 3 titles can be stored or recalled in ANY order. 

@ Titles can be DISSOLVED or WIPED into the picture. 

@ Titles can be superimposed in BLACK, WHITE, NORMAL or REVERSED, and the 
edges can be shaded, regardless of the source material. 

© Complete with special leads to the VEC2000. 


These products are designed by us, manufactured in the UK, and have a one year ‘no quibble’ guarantee 
Our professional quality circuitry ensures full compatibility with ANY combination VHS, Vt Beta 
and U-matic machines. They are ideal for use with camcorders. Every unit is ied tailed 
instruction manual and supported by our unrivalled after-sales service and tec ack-up Cc 
supply leads and adaptors for most equip! so please write or telephone if you need any help or 

Callers welcome, but by appointment only please 


Ask for our tree information pack or simply order directly from: 
VIDEO TECH DESIGNS 
6 Trellyn Close, Barming, 
Maidstone, Kent ME16 9EF 


Tel: (0622) 29872 
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Picture simulated 


HI-F| MIDI SYSTEMS « HI-F! COMPONENTS «. VIDEOMOVIE - TELEVISION. - 


: - You may have heard a great deal about our Super-VHS z 

video recorder already, but that’s nothing compared fo seeing > 

; it, Quite simply, S-VHS sets a standard of video picture clarity 2 

, ' Odes ES which knocks spots off the competition. Q | 
_ all. I 
mee Nd j : é | 
——— 5 | 

625 § 

® 6 | 

a 5 

a The secret's in our ability to record more of the im 

a ‘luminance, the black and white signal which gives the image ss | 

6 its shape, in a higher and wider frequency range; yet in doing B 

@ $0, we've managed to retain the full range of the ‘chrominance, 8 

: the signal which provides the colour. By separating these two rm 

signals — and by improving the signal to noise ratio with a z 

newly developed noise reduction system — S-VHS virtually > is 

eliminates the cross-colour distortion and dot interference 3 


you generally find. 

In fact, whilst conventional VHS can accommodate little 
more than 260 lines of horizontal resolution, TV reception rarely 
manages more than 340 which S-VHS can easily reproduce. 
And when used with an S-VHS camcorder, over 400 lines of 
resolution can be obtained. Even your existing TV will give you 
sharper detail, contrast and colour than ever before. 

Then for home-movie moguls there's an excellent editing 
facility giving high quality copies. And numerous other clever 
features such as long-play and a fully programmable remote 
control. As well as the capacity to receive the forthcoming 
NIGAM stereo broadcasts. Yet you'll still be able to play your 
existing tapes on the new system. é 

Not surprisingly, S-VHS comes from JVC, the company 
whose pedigree includes the invention of VHS. So you can trust 
that reliability is as great a priority as performance. 

After all, would you have expected anyone less fo have 
taken the lead? 


+ HI-FI COMPONENTS - PORTABLE AUDIO - CAR AUDIO « VIDEO CASSETTE RECORDERS 


- H-FI MIDI SYSTEMS 


FOUNDERS OF THE FUTURE 


Olany avo: NOISIASIAL = SIACWOSGIA © SINSNOdNNOO I4-IH_« SWNBISAS IGIN IIH » SaIdOSSIOOV O3CIA/OIGNY. = SHSIG AddOrS 


AUDIO/VIDEO ACCESSORIES 


- VIDEOMOVIE - CAR AUDIO - VIDEO TAPES - AUDIO TAPES - FLOPPY DISKS - 


JVC GF-S1000 — S-VHS camcorder — £2000 


THE PAST year has been kind to those 
who take their video photography 
seriously. There have been a number 
of cameras quite patently intended as 
semi-pro_ tools; high-performance 
camcorders built with very specific re- 
quirements in mind. 


First came the pro-newsman style, 
digital stereo, £1800 Sony CCD- 
V200, and then, more recently, the 
Super VHS format £1600 Panasonic 
NV-MS1. 

Now the triumvirate is completed by 
a machine that combines the attributes 


OKA JO 


JVC has unleashed its secret weapon in the format war 
— and it’s the most aggressive camcorder yet from the 

VHS camp. Steve May took an early test-drive of this 
formidable new heavyweight 


of both — the £2000 Super VHS, hi-fi 
stereo JVC GF-S1000. 


Description 


This is the first full-size VHS camcorder 
from JVC, and like its S-VHS VCR 
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stablemate, looks quite extraordinary. 

The body of the machine, housing 
the tape transport and recording sys- 
tem is almost a square 20cm (width x 
height), with the stubby lens assembly 
almost thrown on as an afterthought. 
With its backside battery attached, it 
stretches out to a lazy 40cm — and tips 
the scales at an elephantine 3.5kg 
(with tape). 

~ Itwears its huge range of facilities on 
its sleeve. A great tower of control keys 
are ranged to the right of the cassette 
door, including two manual audio level 
sliders and LCD driven peak meters, 
running between —20/+8dB. For 
those who want to set the stereo audio 
level manually, an automatic control 
(ALC) is provided. 

This method of sonic monitoring is 
quite unlike that found on the top-end 
Sony V200; for the record, that parti- 
cular model incorporates dual VU me- 
ters which are easier to read in strong 
daylight. 

A stereo minijack enables the cam- 
eraman to listen to this sound while in 
the field (or outside the church). Walk- 
man-style earphones are provided in 
the kit. i 

The remaining camera controls clus- 
ter behind the lens barrel. There’s a 
manual iris (although, unusually, it’s not 
a wheel but two +/— buttons),.a 
dedicated fader, a variable electronic 
shutter, fixed backlight compensator, 
various focus options and a. limited 
day/time character —_ generator, 
powered by a lithium cell secreted in a 
compartment near the tripod bush. 

Fronting all this paraphernalia is an 
f1.2 lens with a powerful 8x, 9-72mm 
focal length power zoom. 

Ben his lie three connection 
ports: a ‘regular’ four-pin S-terminal 
output, an eight-pin composite’ video 
output and an eight-pin AV input. 

Curiously, there is no S-terminal in- 
put: provided. To get a Super VHS 
signal info the camera (the $1000 is 
one of the few new camcorders to 
allow a full line input, for in-camera 
post-production), you have to buy a 
dedicated JVC eight-pin to S-terminal 
adaptor, coded VC-V804E. 

To take‘ composite video and stereo 
sound out of the camcorder, an eight- 
pin-to-Scart adaptor is provided. How- 
ever, if you require phono connections 
rather than Scart (and many will), this 
too is only achievable via another JVC 
spare, tagged VC-V837E. 

‘ Amazingly, no S-terminal lead is 
provided with this 2K S-VHS cam- 
corder. That too has been deemed an 
optional extra... 


Operation 


Despite a wealth of refinements, it’s 
perhaps important to state that the 
51000 can be a very easy machine to 
use. A one-touch Full Auto button will 
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put the entire shooting match on auto- 
pilot. All you need do then is point and 
shoot. 

However, to use this monster in such 
a manner is something of a waste. This 
is a lot more than just a turbo-charged 
Instamatic. 

Four shuttering speeds are avail- 
able: a standard 1/50 second, plus 1/ 
250, 1/500 and 1/1000. The ‘slower’ 
fast options are particularly valuable in 
my view because they allow you to 
reduce image blur while panning, with- 
out incurring the light penalties of the 
more common shutter speeds (usually 
1/1000 second plus). 

| found that the 1/250 second speed 
was the most useful for general day- 
light shooting, giving a crisper edge 
than the slower 1/50 option. 

It’s worth noting, however, that the 
$1000’s in-camera trick replay is poor; 
still frames judder and there’s noise. To 
examine the finer detail in material shot 
at the faster shutter speeds you'll need 
to playback (or copy) your footage 
onto a home deck that can cope. 

To maintain colour fidelity in trouble- 
some lighting conditions, a self moni- 
toring white’ balance circuit is 
supported by three white balance pre- 
sets (interior, exterior and striplighting), 
all of which work well. 

Pictures taken both indoors and out 
were neutrally balanced with pleasing- 
ly clean whites and blues. 

Snapping back and forth between 
the exterior preset and the automatic 
balancer revealed no alarming 
inconsistencies. 

Also useful is a backlight compensa- 
tor, which gives a very subtle but 
definite lift to images lensed against a 
brightly lit backdrop. It operates only 
when the button is depressed — a nice 
design touch. 

Unlike the £200 cheaper Sony ma- 
chine, sound and vision fades, al- 
though smooth and professional, can 
only be effected to (and from) black. 
There are no multi-colour fades or 
wipes onboard. 

However, perhaps the most contro- 
versial aspect of the $1000 is its de- 
sign, and the way in which it handles. 

Although it sits squarely upon the 
shoulder, the balance of the camera is 
rather odd, due to its height. The 
handgrip is also uncomfortable, 
especially on prolonged shoots. 

The ribbed, tubular, grip appears to 
have been moulded without any great 
consideration of the human hand. 
More sympathetic sculpting would 
have helped considerably. 

The zoom’s rocker bars are also 
cramped, as if they've been positioned 
for tiny paws. On the plus side, the 


zoom itself has two tracking speeds, 


which offers a bit of variety for the 
trigger-happy lensman. 
Most of these shots will be captured 


AT A GLANCE 
What's Good 


Picture performance and stereo sound 
Full AV line input 

Versatility 

What's Bad 

Non-standard connection ports 
Uncomfortable on prolonged shoots 


Our Ratings 

Price >>p>p 
Picture | adddd 
Sound >>> p> p> 
Features > > 
Ease of use > > > > > 
Looks >>pP> 


>PPPP Excellent >>> Good > PP Fair 
>> Basic > Poor 


FACT PACK 


Camcorder: JVC GF-S1000 

Format: VHS PAL: standard/S-VHS PAL/SECAM 
Price: £2000 

Market position: Top-end S-VHS camcorder 
Features: Audio dub, Insert edit, 8X power zoom, 
Day/time character generator, Fader, 1/250, 1/500, 1/ 
1000 High speed shutter, High gain CCD, VHS hi-fi 
sound, Full AV input, Elapsed recording time counter 
Camera Controls: Power zoom, Auto white balance 
(three presets), Manual iris, Backlight compensator 
General Controls: Record, Play, Rewind, Fast 
forward 

Inputs & Outputs: Earphone, External mic, RF 
adaptor, S-terminal out, ‘AV input 

Lens: f1.2 9-72mm 

Power Requirements: DC 12V 

Dimensions: 90(w) x 200(h) x 390(d) mm 
Weight (with battery and tape): 3.5kg 


in sharp relief. This Super Cam employs 
a through-the-lens AF system that 
works by sensing the peaks in the video 
signal. For the most part, | found it 
accurate and responsive. Only when 
the light fails (or a high shutter speed is 
used in limited light) does it threaten to 
break down. 

The camera's low light ceiling is 
officially tagged at 1 Olux. But naturally, 
we don't ais anyone to use it in such 
dimness. 


Performance 


The Panasonic MS1 S-VHS camcorder 
redefined picture standards for us 
when we tested it last month. The GF- 
$1000 raises the benchmark further 
still. 

Indeed, its laboratory performance 
had the entire WHAT VIDEO team 
agape. 

For this camera, JVC has developed 
atrue high resolution in. field storage 
CCD imaging chip with 420,000 
pixels. 
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SADE RESET 


XS 
ous move “Our 


ALO OUT ALC 


PAUSE STA. 


The main control panel on JVC’s GF-S1000 S-VHS camcorder. 


We rated the through-the-lens reso- 
lution of this at around 420 lines, 
viewed via an S-terminal output. 
Amazingly, most all this fine detail can 
be recorded on tape. 

Super VHS tape resolution was rat- 
ed over 400 lines! The dynamic range 
of pictures is also considerable. Whites 
are hard and bright, blacks deep and 
solid — and there’s no sign of the 
grainy dot interference found around 
areas of high contrast on lesser tape 
formats. 

Taken as a composite video output 
(allowing S-VHS footage to be copied 
onto regular VHS), there’s only a slight 
drop in resolution, to around 380 lines. 

The biggest loss is in dynamic range. 
The darken white peak of the S-VHS 
picture takes a tumble, while the black 
level flattens. 


When fed regular VHS blanks, the 


camcorder still acquits itself well. 

Horizontal resolution, using a Sony 
UHG hi-fi tape, was rated at just below 
270 lines, which puts the $1000 firmly 
at the top of the full-size camcorder 
tree. 

Real-time footage, shot on Super 
VHS, was uniformly stunning. Colour 
reproduction is excellent, with a rich, 
delicate fidelity. 

Registration is also superb, with no 
excessive chroma spills or leaks. 

The camera’s automatic exposure 
setting is equally impressive. During our 
trials the $1000 did not exhibit any 
tendancy to overexpose, and coped 
well with difficult subjects. Rarely have | 
seen a winter sky recorded with such 
precision; carefully toned clouds paint- 
ed against a vivid blue canvas were 
put onscreen’ with astonishing 
accuracy. 


The stereo audio is also of a very 
high quality. The camera has a broad 
frequency response (20Hz to 20KHz) 
which creates a bright, lifelike stereo 
stage: Indeed, this frequency response 
is marginally better than that offered 
by the PCM digital sound of the pay 
V200, but it does come complete wi 
a (very) low level of omnipresent tape 
noise. 

The mic itself is of reasonable quality, 
and doesn’t pick up too much handling 
noise. 

Interestingly, the camcorder has a 
full-size (62mm) video head drum (un- 
like the bulk of the VHS-C market), and 
as such is not prone to head switch 
noise. 

When its tapes are played back in a 
home VCR, there is some minor image 
corruption, but verticals do not distort 
and kink like those recorded on mini 
head drum machines. 

Editors will be pleased to note that 
the camcorder has a flying erase head 
and can insert edit, particularly valu- 
able as inserts are not restricted’ to 
through-the-lens drop-ins. A full AV 
line input means that the camcorder 
can double as the slave recorder in an 
editing situation. 

The camcorder also has an audio 
dub facility, which allows a new sound- 
track to dubbed over the mono 
edgetrack (it’s not possible to audio 
dub stereo sound, because this is only 
recorded in conjunction with the video 
signal). 


Conclusion 


The GF-S1000 is obviously a very 
impressive piece of kit. It has the most 
aggressive feature spec yet offered by 
the VHS camp — yet remains relatively 
easy to use. 

Of course, much nonsense has been 
written about the Super VHS format, 
and S-VHS camcorders in general, 
with wild claims that the format offers 
better than broadcast quality. 

This, as you might suspect, is absolute 
tosh. S-VHS is certainly better than low 
band U-Matic, but ‘basic’ professional 
ENG formats like Betacam SP leave S- 
VHS wheezing at the format starting 
gate. 

However, in the ‘real’ world of Euro- 
pean home video, this new tape format 
is truly king — and the S-VHS pictures 
from this new JVC flagship are the best 
that I’ve yet seen from any domestic 
camcorder. 

Niggles? Well, my only qualms con- 
cern design and handling, it’s a bit of a 
trial to cart around, and | dislike its 
unfriendly eight-pin AV connection 
ports. 

However, if you're looking for the 
ultimate in audio visual clarity — and 
can rise to the 2K price — then this 
beast from the east could well be the 
one for you O 


What Video February 1989 


SONY 
CCD V330 @ 


PANASONIC 


~ PANASONIC 
NVMS 1B NVMC 10B 
SONY JVC Panasonic 
THE PLACE FOR COLOUR TVs VIDEOS HI-FI 
5 VERULAM ROAD, 246 ST ALBANS ROAD, 
ST ALBANS, HERTS. NORTH WATFORD. 


TELEPHONE 0727 56876 TELEPHONE 0923 227719 ark = 
(Near the Tudor Tavern) (Opp Woolworths) 
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Amstrad VCR-6100/ITT VR-3719 — VHS recorders — £349/£340 


TWO-PIECE SUITE 


Over 80 pet cent of all video recorders bought in the 


UK cost 


less than £400. Robin Lynam considers two of 


“the latest entrants to this hotly-disputed territory 


AT A GLANCE (Amstrad) 


What's Good 
Well-featured deck 
Respectable pictures 


What's Bad 

Noisy Search mode 
Cluttered display 

Our R 

Price >>> p> 
Picture dd died 
Sound >> 
Features > > > 
Ease of use D> > > 
Looks >> 


>PPPP Excellent >>> Good PPP Fair 
>> Basic >» Poor 


AT A GLANCE wit 


What's Good 

Simple operation 

Good picture performance 
Stylish design 


What's Bad 
Noise bars on Search 


Our Ratings 

Price >>p 
Picture ddd 
Sound >> 
Features >>p 
Ease of use D> > > > 
Looks Added 


>PPPP Excellent > >>> Good PPP Fair 
>P Basic > Poor 


THANKS to high street price wars, 
finding the best deal going in budget 
VHS recorders is now a full-scale: re 
search project. 

Complicating matters further is the 
bewildering selection of machines dis- 
tinguishable by a lot of minor vari- 
ations in: features and functions, but 
offering around the same level of 
performance. 

Is there room for any more? Am- 
strad and ITT obviously believe there is, 
because we have here another two 
contenders, weighing in under the 
£350 mark, ready to join the increas- 
ingly heated battle for your money. 


Description 


The Amstrad VCR-6100 and ITT VR- 
3719 are both finished in predictable 
black, which no longer looks stylish and 
in due course wil make them. look 
dated. Both are of relatively trim di- 
mensions, though the ITT is the slimmer 
of the two. 

As far as looks go, the ITT unit has 
the edge. The front panel, displaying 
just three unobtrusive logos, exposes 
all the regularly used operating but- 
tons. The tuning, tracking and timer 
controls are concealed behind a panel 


lap. 

The large illuminated figures on the 
clock/timer, sloping like the rest of the 
fascia, are clearly legible from the far 
side of a living room — important 
when using the remote control to pro- 
gramme the timer. 

The handset itself is a small 
lightweight unit with no LCD and a 
relatively small number of buttons, but it 
will save you trips from the armchair. 
All the major brichions (apart from 
tracking) can be controlled remotely 
and it is the only means of triggering 
the scene replay, counter stop and 
counter reset facilities. 

The Amstrad VCR-6100 unfortu- 
nately isn’t as pretty. A front panel 
cluttered with information more prop- 
erly belonging in an advertisement 
than adoming the actual product, fea- 
tures all the buttons you could reason- 
ably wish to push. Then a hinged panel 
reveals about the same number again. 


But once again armchair operation 
is clearly the name of the game. 

Irritatingly, while there are plenty of 
pretty illuminated characters to look at, 
you have to get very close with the 
machine to make out what they actual- 
ly signify. 

Amstrad seems to go in for inordi- 
nately large remote control units. The 
6100's certainly won't get lost on your 
coffee table: 

The handset doubles as a barcode 
reader, an idea pioneered by Pana- 
sonic, which will be useful if the 7V 
Times and Radio Times ever get 
around to including the codes in their 
listings. 

Until that time it’s a clumsy hit and 
miss method of programming which 
most people will find more irauble than 
its worth. 

Personally | don’t care for barcodes 
much at supermarket checkouts and do 
not welcome having them about the 
house, particularly as the reader usual- 
ly requires several swipes at the bars 
for anything to register. 


Operation 


Initial set-up poses no serious problems 
on either machine. 

Both come with. mercifully clear in- 
struction manuals, and tuning and clock 
settings should not take more than a 
few minutes. Both have Scart and 
standard RF In and Out sockets. 

The ITT has 39 assignable channels, 
the Amstrad 32, which in Britain (for 
the time being at least) makes not a lot 
of difference. 

Both feature automatic channel 
search, but if you live in an area with 
dodgy reception conditions you may 
find that you have to mis-tune slightly 
for optimum results. With the VR-3719 
this is possible — with the VCR-6100 
it’s not. 

They both have HQ circuitry, picture 
search, counter stop, automatic rewind, 
and the useful Long Play facility, which 
ITT allows you to select from the 
handset. 

The major differences between them 
concem the timers and the special 


playback functions. 
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The £349 Amstrad VCR-6100 (above) and ITT’s £329 VR-3719. 


VHS) 


4 > b> 


The Amstrad will record a pro- 
gramme at the same preset time either 
once a day or once a week, or five 
events in any combination of times and 
channels for up to a month ahead. 

ITT has conceived its timer with 
grander things in mind. It offers the 
same daily recording facility (though 
not the weekly option which strikes me 
as the more useful of the two) and will 
program up to eight recordings as 
much as one year in advance. 

This facility will be useful to le 
who plan their viewing with a eae 

ience, buoyed up with an unsha- 
eable conviction that this year there 
will be no power cuts lasting longer 
than the clock’s five protected minutes. 

Amstrad owners looking forward to 
eight hours (on LP) of Eastenders they 
might otherwise have missed, require 
even stronger faith — any interruption 
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of power at all fo the VCR-6100 
immediately puts the clock right back to 
zero. 

It is with timer ramming that the 
Amstrad’s vast handset comes into its 
own. Directions on how to proceed 
are swiftly flashed up on the display 
and it’s easy to check whether you've 
made any mistakes before sending the 
information to the recorder. You can 
only program one recording at a time, 
but the procedure is quite painless to 


repeat. 

The VR-3719 also permits program- 
ming of the timer from your armchair, 
though without the benefit of helpful 
nudges from the handset. A little time 
spent memorising the relevant page in 
the instruction book will be necessary. 
Visual confirmation that your instruc- 
tions have been registered correctly 

jock 


comes from the clock/timer panel on 


ViogoRE conven 3719 


HN ON A i SO 


uur 


ron / 


the recorder. 

Both units offer ‘quick/star!’ record- 
ing in 30-minute increments. Possible 
user clumsiness has also been taken 
into account, and the twin recording 
buttons on the handsets offer some 
protection against accidental erasure. 


Performance 


Mechanically the ITT certainly inspires 


more confidence. It doesn’t make half 
as much noise for a start, and responds 
more quickly to both handset and 
panel controls. On the other hand its 
simplicity and overt user-friendliness 
conceal the absence of some ungla- 
morous but useful options which the 
Amstrad includes. 

Like its VCR-6000 predecessor, the 
6100 boasts a dual speed picture 


search, and that machine's problem of > 68 
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The New Video Standard Optimum Sound and Vision 


After years in development, the What makes Mitsubishi's version of 
$-VHS format has finally arrived. It S-VHS so special is Twin Digital 
represents a major improvement in Tracking, our latest development in functions that make it a simp! 
video technology andanewhigher digital control precision. Twin Digital to use. wo dedicated audio hea 
standard against regular VHS". automatically adjusts the head produce stereo Hi-Fi sound t 
- alignment to the optimum position almost equal to a digital CD so 

foreach and every tape — as soon What's more, it's monitored by 
as it’s inserted into the deck. On an Digital tracking for the optim 
S-VHS deck, this criticaladjustmentis tracking point. 
even more important because Instead of a linear erase h 1d, the 
there’s so much more resolution B70 features a flying erase head 
and detail at stake. which precisely follows the track: 

Twin Digital Tracking is a failsafe the tape. It will bring a professior 
system which ensures that 100% of polish to all fape-editing an 
the video signal is reproduced on splicing functions. 


the TV screen. Its automated The remarkable learning rer 
tracking control process removes control can master 15 commar 
$-VHS delivers a remarkably pure the chance of human error in fora complete AN system — VV, 

picture to the TV screen. There’s a tracking alteration. Whatever the audio tuner, CD player — as we 
new level of depth in the image. tape, be it shop-bought, rented, practically all video functions. 
Colours are vivid and natural, details | borrowed,evendubbed onanother _ builf-in 16-digit LCD shows all the 
are finer, textures richer, and edges deck, Twin Digital ensures that the datayouneedtoseftthe 
sharper. All in all, S-VHS is visibly full glory of S-VHS is delivered programme timer. 
different. Uniess you've seen the new undiminished to the TV screen. Users are spoilt for choice whk 
system, you won't know what you're comes to tape-accessing systems, _ 


with three pinpoint accurate and — 
incredibly fast methods to choose: 
from. Locate an exact moment on 
tape by index, specific numbered 
address, or counter time (to the: 
hour, minute, and second) — allat 
140 times normal playback spee 


missing. 

The secret of S-VHS is a dramatic 
boost in the level of horizontal 
resolution. Where VHS delivered only 
about 240 lines, S-VHS puts over 400 
lines of horizontal resolution onto 
the screen, irrespective of the tape 


speed. Even in LP, an $-VHS deck will CP, soem (in LP mode). 
produce an image far superior to Bee Another feature to ease operation 
conventional VHS. In addition to bringing out the is the on-screen display. All the 
best picture, Twin Digital goes to important operating data is flas 


work on the audio track, to ensure up on the screen — including 
that all the sparkling presence and complete programming timetable 
realism of the B70’s stereo Hi-Fi operation indicators, as well as 
sound is brought out undistorted by approximate and precise di 

poor tracking. ofthe amount of tape 


S-VHS consists of four major Check out the B70 today. Until you see Mitsubishi's Twin Digi: 

improvements: first of all, there's a S-VHS combination, you won't know what you've been missin 
large increase in the luminance 
signal range, followed by 
improvements in Y/C signal 
separation, tape refinement and 
head alignment. In addition, 
Mitsubishi has installed a unique 
Dynamic Comb Filter which cleanly 
isolates the Y/C 

signals to eliminate 
moiré and cross- 
colour interference. 


“Of course, VHS tapes 
can be played (and 

recorded) on an $-VHS 
deck in the VHS mode. 


2. MITSUBISHI 


“Mitsubishi 
B70 


u Mitsubishi Electric (U.K.) Ltd. 

stockists Travellers Lane, Hatfield, Herts, AL10 8XB, England, U.K. 

—— SEC Phone: (07072) 76100 Telex: 939070 MEUK G Fax: (07072) 78690 
next page 
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AMSTRAD VCR-6100 CONTROLS 


1. Standby On/Off 2. Eject 3. Stop 4. Rewind (search) 5. Play 
— Noise cancel. 8. 
Record 9. Date/Counter 10. Reset 11. Memory 12. Quick 
timer record 13. Index 14. Mark 15. Erase 16. Channel 


6. Fast Forward (search) 7. Pause/Still 


10 11 


23 24 25 26 


buttons 17. Digital display 18. LCD remote control receiver 


65 noise bars more or less obliterating the 


icture in Search mode has resurfaced 
ere. 

Much more satisfactory is the in- 
dexer facility which automatically 
marks the tape each time you press 
Record. You then key in digits to skip 
forward or back to the beginning of 
your chosen programme. 

Marks can be erased, and you can 
insert additional search points at will, 
orn they are at least one minute 

rt. I's not as sophisticated as 
s Super Search, but it’s still a 
shrp tape navigation aid. 

The ITT recorder’s picture search is 
also afflicted with noise bars, and the 
picture goes automatically into black 
and white as soon as it speeds up, but 
its still easier to follow than the 
Amstrad. 

Special ITT features include a scene 
replay facility which repeats any sec- 
tion of tape up to five times in succes- 
sion for close analysis. This will be 
useful for intense post mortems on 
winning goals, rugby conversions, and 
memorable golf swings, but probably 
not for much else. 

There is also a very crude frame 
advance, rendered more or less use- 
less by two enormous noise bars — 
much less impressive than the same 
feature on the excellent Akai VS-23 for 
example. 

Picture quality in standard play is 
good on both units, given the limita- 
tions of VHS, although the ITT delivers 
marginally the better i images. 

Horizontal resolution at around 260 
lines is certainly acceptable for the 


price, although the drop in resolution in 
rath Play is obvious on both machines, 
pal ing to graininess and interference. 

Both suffer from the inevitable col- 
our spillage, and while the VR-3719 
has warmer colours, it is also more 
prone to blurring. 

The Amstrad’s picture sharpness 
control — a feature ITT has not includ- 
ed — was particularly useful in minimis- 
ing this problem. Amstrad’s old 
fashioned knob-twist tracking control 
was also noticeably more effective 
than ITT’s more modern +/— buttons. 

Non-hi-fi VHS sound is never easy to 
get excited about. Neither machine 
particularly excels in this department, 
though tests with a quality music tape 
indicated less flutter from the Amstrad. 


Conclusion 


Both the Amstrad VCR-6100 and the 
ITT VR-3719 are sturdy, easy to use, 
and offer very respectable perfor- 
mance for the money. 

It’s curious that the ITT, which struck 
me in many respects as the better of the 
two, should be priced at £10 less, but 
the Amstrad user is probably paying 
for the indexing and bar code facilities. 

Amstrad has certainly improved on 
the VCR-6000 in the indexing depart- 
ment, and both companies have pro- 
duced worthy competition for the JVC 
HR-D400. 

On the other hand, neither would 
appear to best advantage next to 
Akai’s VS-23. More choice for your 
£300+, but no major breakthroughs 


here O 


12 13 14 15 


window 19. Cassette compartment 

20. Picture control 21. Tracking control 22. Input select 23. 
Tape speed 24. Timer record 25. Programme check 26. 
Select 27. Set 28. Preset 29. Search 30. Erase 


FACT PACK 


Machine: Amstrad VCR-6100 


Format: VHS, PAL standard 


Price: £349 

Market position: Budget model 

Tape Functions: Play, Rewind, Fast Forward, Record, 
Pause, Search 

Features: Long Play, Index marking, Barcode timer 
setting, Counter with memory, Quick timer, Sharpness/ 
Tracking controls 

Remote Control: Infra-red, transmittable 

Timer Options: 5 events/1 month, daily/weekly repeat 
Audio System: Mono, linear track 

Sockets: Scart, RF 

Dimensions: 420(w) x 92(h) x 315(d) mm 
Weight: 5.7kg 


FACT PACK 


Machine: [TT VR-3719 

Format: VHS, PAL standard 

Price: £340.00 

Market position: Budget model 

Tape Functions: Play, Record, Rewind, Fast Forward, 
Pause, Search 

Features: Long Play, Remote timer setting, Same replay, 
Auto rewind, Instant record 

Remote Control: Infra-red, transmittable 

Timer Options: 8 events/1 year, daily 

Audio System: Mono, linear track 

Sockets: Scart, RF 

Dimensions: 420(w) x 85(h) x 310(d) mm 
Weight: 5.5kg 
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VIDEO BARGAINS 


WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ALL OTHER PRICES 
MTSUBISHL 


AKAI HSB30 . HS349 CANON 


VS23  VS55 VME2 VME70 
PANASONIC 

Beoee. VSATL NVG40 . NVG45 VEM708 

FERGUSON NVG48 NVD80 FERGUSON 

FVi4 FV20 FV22 FV30 sony FC04 . FCOS 

EN2d" FV28. FVS85 SLV201 _EVS800 uve 

GRUNDIG SANYO GR45 

VS520 _VS540 VHR4160  VHR4350 PANASONIC 

HITACHI VHRD500 MC10._ MC7 

VT520 ~VT530 SHARP MC6 

hl ia veDaOt sal Cebrs30 CCDVe0 

PIONEER VCD801 

VR727 TOSHIBA CCDF340 

JVC v93  V300 MINOLTA 

Te anEK  HRDAOOEK v500  DV90 8100E. CIE CS50E 

HRDS500EK =HRD700EK PHILIPS SANYO 


HRD750EK HRD530EK POA VMD3P_ = VMD5P 


PHONE US BEFORE YOU BUY! WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY 
OTHER PRICE YOU HAVE BEEN QUOTED. 


4 p 0 RT ~ WE CAN SUPPLY VIDEO & TV SUITABLE FOR 
= ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD. RING FOR DETAILS 
MINOLTA C8100 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 
SONY F330 


Lightweight, high speed shutter 
Low light operation down to 7 lux 


£2,000 INSTANT CREDIT! NO 
DEPOSIT, 4 YRS TO PAY — WRITTEN 
DETAILS ON REQUEST 


OPEN SUNDAY 9-6 pm 


LATE NIGHT FRIDAY TILL 8.00 PM 
PANASONIC M7 


Full size VHS 
MAIL ORDER 


Anywhere in the UK — Phone for details 
#2(0932) 854522, 851753, 843769 


244-256 STATION ROAD, 
ADDLESTONE, WEYBRIDGE, SURREY. 


A world of difference 


MITSUBISHI SVHS 


SCOTLAND 


AYRSHIRE 

James H Donald Ltd, 
Kilmarnock, Tel: 0563 26477 
GRAMPIAN 

Telemec Audio Video 
Engineers Ltd, 

Aberdeen, Tel: 0224 574248 
LANARKSHIRE 

John Clelland, 

Glasgow, Tel: 041 633 2842 
Erick M Hamilton, 

Glasgow, Tel: 041 946 9218 
Middletons of Milngovie Ltd, 
Glasgow, Tel: 041 956 5361 
Robert Whyte Photographics, 
Glasgow, Tel: 041 334 3238 
LOTHIAN 

Carl Dyson, 

Edinburgh, Tel: 031 225 1776 
STRATHCLYDE 

McLachlan TV Ltd, 

Paisley, Tel: 041 889 3026 


ENGLAND & WALES 


AVON 

Good Viewing, 

Bristol, Tel: 0272 694438 
BEDS 

Michael R Peters, 

Bedford, Tel: 0234 52107 
BERKS 

Berkshire Hi-Fi & Video 
Maidenhead, Tel: 0628 27760 
Frasers Hi-Fi, 

Slough, Tel: 0753 859662 

CS Lake, 

Slough, Tel: 0753 22452 
Merrow, 

Maidenhead, Tel: 0628 770622 
BUCKS 

Frasers, 

Milton Keynes, Tel: 0908 569191 
Hi-Fi & Video Life, 
Amersham, Tel: 0494 433875 
CAMBS 

Andrew McCulloch, 
Cambridge, Tel: 0223 66766 
Millers, 

Cambridge, Tel: 0223 354452 
JV Robinson, 

Huntingdon, Tel: 0480 56311 
CHESHIRE 

R Townsend, 

Crewe, Tel: 0270 213276/213226 
Ward & Williams, 

Bromhall, Tel: 061 440 0201 
Ward & Williams, 

Romiley, Tel: 061 430 2934 
CLEVELAND 

Clive Atkin, 

Middlesborough, Tel: 0642 242130 
CLWYD 

Uoyds Radio & TV, 
Wrexham, Tel: 0978 364168 
CORNWALL 


ETS, 

Helston, Tel: 0326 573801 
CUMBRIA 

McCulloughs, 

Worst | Tel: 0900 3917 
Peter Tyso: 

Carlisle, Tet "6228 25891 
DEVON 

Classic Vision, 

Newton Abbot, Tel: 0626 56477 
DORSET 

Direct Vision, 

Bournemouth, Tel: 0202 432143 


ry: 
Bournemouth, Tel: 0202 431888 
Harris & Nash, 
Broadstone, Tel: 0202 698947 
Holmans Radio, 
Wimborne, Tel: 0202 882785 
Purewell Electric, 
Christchurch, Tel: 0202 484911 
ESSEX 
Allcock & Stevens, 
Colchester, Tel: 0206 222311 
WA Baker & Son, 
Clacton-on-Sea, Tel: 0255 425445 
Vernon Collard, 
Rayleigh, Tel: 0268 776702 
Kelley's Radio, 
Leigh-on-Sea, Tel: 0702 75004 
PR Noble, 
Sen ai Sea, Tel: 0702 63377 
HW Stor 
Leigh-on- sn Tel:0702 715271 
HW Stone, 
aoe oe Sea, Tel: 0702 715271 
Thomso! 
Chelmsford Tel; 0245 71465 
Williams & Griffin, 
Colchester, Tel: 0206 571212 
W GLAMORGAN 
Kendrick Colour, 
Gorseinon, Tel; 0792 893582 


Pee oe ect. hee nip eet ee ee 


GLOUCESTER 

Hutchinsons TV, 

Cheltenham, Tel: 0242 573012 
HANTS 

E Fenner, 

Pilly (nr Lymington), Tel: 0590 72860 
Hamiltons Elec, 

Southampton, Tel: 0703 228622 
HCS, 

Portsmouth, Tel: 0705 754262 
Snell & Wilcox, 

Waterlooville, Tel: 0705 262060 
Tru-Fi, 

Aldershot, Tel: 0252 26390 

R Upfield, 

Southampton, Tel: 04892 81842 
HERTS 

Black Cat Video, 

Potters Bar, Tel: 0707 55739 
Hi-Fi & Video Life, 
Rickmansworth, Tel: 0923 779888 
Portogram, 

Barnet, Tel: 01-449 4183 

N HUMBERSIDE 

De Cobain, 

Goole, Tel: 0405 2366 

Fonacall of Hedon, 

nr Hull, Tel: 0482 896166 

ISLE OF WIGHT 

Youngs TV & Radio, 

Ryde, Tel: 0983 62489 

KENT 

Brittain & Hobbs, 

Sheerness, Tel: 0795 665551 
Brittain & Hobbs, 
Sittingbourne, Tel: 0795 25461 
Howes, 

Southborough, Tel: 0892 28682 
Supa Electric, 

Beckenham, Tel: 01-650 6566 
Thornton Bobby, 

Cliftonville, Tel: 0843 224444 
Whitstable Tele-Radio, 

Dover, Tel; 0304 213251 
Whitstable Tele-Radio, 
Whitstable, Tel: 0227 272028 
LANCS 

Bell Electronics, 

Fafnworth, Tel: 0204 77281 

K Gardner, 

Lancaster, Tel: 0524 64328 
LEICS 

Stuart Westmoreland, 
Loughborough, Tel: 0509 23465 
LONDON 

Ask Electronics, 

WI, Tel: 01-637 0353 

Atlantic, 

Willesden NW10, Tel: 01-451 0302 
Babber, 

West Ealing WIS, Tel: 01-579 6315 


W1, Tel: 01-487 4839 
Express TV, 

N8, Tel: 01-881 8634 

Galaxy, 

wl, Tet 01-637 2624/5 
Garland, 

Finchley N12, Tel: 01-446 5398 
Goodwins, 

N22, Tel: 01-888 0077 
Harrods, 

SWI, Tel; 01-730 1234 
Hi-Way Hi-Fi, 

W2, Tel: 01-402 2441 

Jatala, 

Chiswick W4, Tel; 01-995 8535 
Landau Radio 

sw20, 12 01-947 8689 
Laserwi 

wl, Tel OL 631 1491 
Massey Radio, 

Chiswick W4, Tel: 01-994 1317 
PNR Unique Sound, 

W1, Tel: 01-580 9098 

PNR Unique Sound, 

W1, Tel: 01-636 6025 


PRC, 
Forest Gate E7, Tel: 01-552 2903 


Sona, 

Notting Hill W11, Tel: 01-229 6411 
Sound Sense, 

W2, Tel: 01-402 2100 

Time & Tune, 

E1, Tel: 01-247 0567 

Wallace Heaton, 

WI, Tel: 01-629 7511 


WEST MIDLANDS 
TT 


Cc, 
Coventry, Tel: 0203 382645 
MIDDX 
Morgan Laboratories, 
Wembley, Tel: 01-908 3856 
AC Nunney, 
Edgware, Tet 01-952 3948 
Twickenham Hi-Fi, 
Twickenham, Tel; 01-891 3004 
Victor, 
Wealdstone, Tel: 01-427 1889 
NORFOLK 
Wheelers, 
Kings Lynn, Tel: 0553 774031 


STOCKISTS 


NORTHANTS 

HG Radkin, 

Northampton, Tel: 0604 37515 
Sound Quality, 

Kettering, Tel: 0536 83833 
OXON 

WH Rawlings, 

Oxford, Tel: 0993 830317 
SOMERSET 

BAV, 

Burnham-on-Sea, Tel: 0278 789766 
Chantry TV, 

Frome, Tel: 0373 73784 
STAFFS 

Rees Electrical, 
Burton-on-Trent, Tel: 0283 44013 
Roy Townsend, 

Stafford, Tel: 0785 43669 
SUFFOLK 

B&G Audio, 

Bury St Edmunds, Tel: 0284 755227 
Hughes, 

Lonstohe Tel: 0502 585611 
Stannards, 

Stowmarket, Tel: 0448 612077 
SURREY 

BL Vision, 

Farncombe, Tel; 04868 7104 
Colorvision, 

Sutton, Tel: 01-643 0450 
Cosmic, 

Weybridge, Tel: 0932 854522 
Maxwells, 

Woking, Tel: 04862 4032 
Merrow Sound & Vision, 
Epsom, Tel: 03727 27045 
Merrow Sound & Vision, 
Guildford, Tel: 0483 33224 
Merrow Sound & Vision, 
Woking, Tel: 04862 66600 


Supa Electric, 

Croydon, Tel: 01-680 0777 
Tru-Fi, 

Leatherhead, Tel: 0372 378780 
Tru-Fi, 

Redhill, Tel: 0737 766128 
Weybridge Audio, 

Weybridge, Tel: 0932 51121 
SUSSEX 

Churchers, 


Worthing, Tel: 0903 30558 
Cosh & Hammond, 
Littlehampton, Tel: 0903 714477 
Crannage Bros, 

Uckfield, Tel: 0825 2978 
Jeffries Radiovision, 
Eastbourne, Tel: 0323 31336 
Merrow Sound & Vision, 
Horsham, Tel; 0403 69329 
Rogers of Mayfield, 

Mayfield, Tel: 04358 72155 
Sunderland Elec, 

Brighton, Tel: 0273 774113 
Sunderland Elec, 

Worthing, Tel: 0903 201187 
Unit, 

Bognor Regis, Tel: 0243 825554 
TYNE & WEAR 

Lintone Audio Ltd, 

Whitley Bay, Tel: 091 252 4665 
JG Windows Ltd, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 

Tel; 091 232 1356 
WARWICKS 

Frasers, 

Leamington Spa, Tel: 0926 451769 
YORKSHIRE 

Colorvision, 

Bramley, Tel: 0532 353234 
Colorvision, 

Hare Hill, Tel: 0532 481411 
Cussins & Light, 

York, Tel; 0904 610219 

N YORKSHIRE 

K A De-Cobain, 

Selby, Tel: 0757 703061 

TV Centre, 

Malton, Tel: 0653 692494 

W YORKSHIRE 

Erricks of Bradford, 
Bradford, Tel: 0274 309266 
Frank Platt, 

Holmfirth, Tel: 0484 682036 
Frank Platt, 

Stocksbridge, Tel: 0942 883155 
K 


TS, 
Keighley, Tel: 0535 662888 


ALSO AVAILABLE AT SELECTED 
BRANCHES OF COMET, HOUSE OF 


FRASER, JOHN LEWIS, BENNETTS AND 


COLORVISION. 


| Should you require further information regarding the Mitsubishi HS-B70 
| Video Recorder, please complete this coupon and return to: 


| MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC UK LTD.,ADVERTISIN 


G AND PROMOTIONS DEPT, | 


| CONSUMER PRODUCTS DIVISION, TRAVELLERS LANE, HATFIELD, 


| HERTS AL10 8XB 


POSTCODE: 


MITSUBISHI 
TV VIDEO HI-FI 


Ferguson FCO7 — VHS-C camcorder — £899 


RAY-GUN IS BACK 


Another camcorder for less than £1000 is the new 
Ferguson FC07. Nick Bellenberg checks out this dinky 


AT A GLANCE 


What's Good 
Simplicity of operation 
Viewfinder picture 
Instruction book 


What's Bad 
Lack of full manual focusing facility 
Indistinc microphone pick-up 


Our Ratings 

Price >>pP 
Picture >> p> 
Sound >> 
Features >> 

Looks >> Pp 


>PPPP Excellent >>> Good > PP Fair 
>P Basic > Poor 


£899 VHS-C debutant 


THIS IS the Fergie-badged clone of thé 
JVC GR-A30. single-speed VHS-C 
camcorder. With simple point-and- 
shoot design, the FCO7 is aimed at the 
newcomer to home videos — and the 
rest of the family too. 


Description 


Variously described as simple, unclut- 
tered, sleek — and even by one pass- 
er-by as a ray-gun — the FCO7 is 
distinctively styled. Shaped like a letter 
Y reclining after a hard day, the FCO7 
tapers away from the fixed viewfinder 
to the totally enclosed lens barrel. 
Have a squint at the photo and I'm sure 
you'll get the general idea. 

A weight of 1.4kg (with battery) 
makes it quite light physically. It’s also 
quite light in buttons to press. Camera 
functions are limited to switch on, re- 
cord pause and 6x zoom, supplemen- 
ted by 1/1000 fast shutter, and focus 
lock. Exposure is totally automatic. 

There are comprehensive viewfinder 
messages, and you can record date, 
time and age sub-titles on the bottom 
right corner of the frame. That's right, 
age sub-titles — no doubt very useful 
when taping the concise history of your 
offspring. You feed in the sprog’s birth- 
day, and its age in years and months 
can be imprinted on each frame for 
posterity. 

As you may have gathered, the 
number of controls isn’t great. In fact 
the zoom is only automatically oper- 
able, while focus cannot be manually 
controlled — merely locked into posi- 
tion, should you not fancy constant 
autofocus. 

The FCO7’s recorder controls give all 
the basic tape functions with no frills. 
There’s no tape counter, but there is a 
tape remaining guide. 

Sockets are provided for an addi- 
tional microphone, monitoring head- 
phones and. AV output. There is also 
provision for connection to the mains 
adaptor/charger. The battery also 
serves as the unit's handgrip — a neat 
touch. 

The pack of accessories supplied 
includes mains adaptor/charger, RF 
modulator, VHS-C cassette adaptor, 
EC-30 tape, soft case and an AV lead 
for connection to your VCR. 


The case is very sensible, with a top 
opening for easy camera access, and a 
detachable bottom section for the ac- 
cessories. It's much more practical, 
though naturally less stiff, than the 
briefcase type luggage usually sup- 
plied with camcorders. 

The AV lead is remarkable for actu- 
ally being supplied with a Scart plug on 
the VCR end. Full marks to Ferguson. If 
your VCR is of a pre-Scart vintage, 
then Ferguson will swap the lead for a 
suitable one. 


Operation 


Nothing to it really, charge the battery, 
slip in a tape and you're off. The back 
of the machine carries the operating 
controls — mostly hidden behind a 
small sliding panel. The panel slides up 
and down to separate the recorder 
controls (used almost exclusively for 
playback) from the camera side of the 
operation. 

With the recorder controls covered, 
the camera goes straight into record- 
pause mode when switching on. The 
record-pause button has a thumb-rest 
area next to it, which is convenient and 
comfortable. 

After using the FCO7 for a while, you 
notice the lack of manual lens controls. 
The lens assembly is enclosed, and 
although the resilient plastic shields the 
optics from accidental bashing, there 
isn’t anything for you to twiddle. 

Now if you're happy for your focus- 
ing to be automatic, this is just dandy. 
On the other hand, if you want com- 
plete focus control you're out of luck. 
There is a focus lock button, but this 
depends on the camera accurately 
focusing on your subject before you set 
it. 

The compromises caused by this are 
not unacceptable, but have to be 
borne in mind. | found that after q while 
| was using the FCO7’s autofocus mere- 
ly to set the focus for each scene. 

As AF systems go, this one isn’t bad 
in as much as it doesn’t constantly 
whizz the focus back and forward. 
However, this sluggishness in operation 
is also a disadvantage, as even seem- 
ingly easy focus changes seemed to be 
very slow, with an undue amount of 
‘hunting’ at each end as the camera 
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tried to make its mind up about fine 
adjustments. 

| found that when the FCO7 had 
difficulty focusing on zoomed-in sub- 
jects, it would crank back the focal 
length until it could sort out what was 
going on in the picture. An interesting 
sort of artificial intelligence... 

Focusing aside, the FCO7 is easy 
enough to use, but | must join in with 
the excellent manual in wholehearted- 
ly recommending a tripod. It could be 
that | was having a jittery week, but | 
found it very difficult to get steady 
hand-held pix without bracing myself 
quite extensively. : 


Performance 
Pix were, on the whole, not bad. As 
ever, decent light levels are essential to 
get the best colour performance. That's 
not putting down the 10 lux low light 
level figure, of course. 

Auto white balancing coped with the 
good old sun and interior tungsten-lit 
scenes. Fluorescent lighting is another 
matter though. Stay tuned for the’ma- 
jor motion picture ‘21 Nights in a 
Jaundice Ward’. Yuk. oa: 

The viewfinder picture was crisp and 
contrasty — much better than a lot I’ve 
seen recently, and easy to judge the 
state of the focus by. An eyesight 
adjustment is provided and, once set, 
stays set.: 

Resolution tests showed the FCO7 
scoring around 260 horizontal lines. 
Not bad at all. A good range between 
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blacks and whites was demonstrated, 
but a slight movement in the image was 
also seen. - 

A flying erase head makes sure that 
in-camera edits are squeaky clean. 
Material shot with the 1/1000 shutter is 
as expected, but the still frame on 
playback is. nowhere near good 
enough to make use of this facility, as it 
plants a noise bar three-quarters of the 
way down the screen. 

Removing my specs to concentrate 
on the replayed sound track, revealed 
an unexpected quietness, as far as 
zoom and focus motor noise and han- 
dling are concemed. On the whole, 
though, | would recommend an im- 
proved microphone as pick-up, even in 
quiet environments, sounded distant 
and indistinct. 

If you're wondering where an add- 
on mic would be mounted, the Fergie's 
hot shoe is in fact hidden beneath a 
cover at the front of the viewfinder 
bulge. 

To save you losing this cover, it clips 
onto the hand-grip when removed, 
along with the lens cap — a good 
design point. 


Conclusion 


This bit of kit seems to fulfill all the 
objectives set for it. Bar a few niggles 
with the focusing arrangements, | 
would have few reservations in recom- 
mending a look at this as ‘a fuss and 
frills-free camcorder — as long as the 
buyer has a steady hand or a tripod. O 


FACT PACK 


Camcorder: Ferguson FCO7 
Format: VHS, PAL standard 
Price: £899 

Market position: Budget : 
Features: Selection of date/time/birthday superimposible 
subtitle information, earphone socket, external microphone 
socket, 1/1000 second shutter ' 
Camera Controls: Power zoom, autofocus, focus lock 
General Controls: Record, play, pause, rewind, fast- 
forward, picure: search 

Inputs & Outputs: Mic, earphone, DC in, Av out 
Lens: f1.4, 8.5-51mm 

Power Requirements: 9.6V : 
Dimensions: 105(w) x 138(h) x 280(d) mm 
Weight (wih battery end tope): 4g 


IT WOULD be unfair to say that 
Sharp's biggest contribution to home 
video is its talking handset, but it must 
be said that it hasn’t been amongst the 
leading innovators in the field. 

The company has always sided with 
the VHS format, adding VHS-C to its 
portfolio last year. The VL-C650 is its 
most advanced camcorder to date. 
Looks-wise, it’s the epitome of moder- 
nity and style, feature-packed, yet dis- 
creet. The delights of the New Forest, 
Hampshire, were used as the testing 
ground for its wide array of features. 


Description 


While continued miniaturisation makes 
camcorders ever smaller, the VL-C650 
is, for me, almost the ideal size. It’s 
large enough to accommodate lots of 
controls without making them too fid- 
dly to access, yet at the same time is not 
overt or ostentatious. 

Without battery it weighs 1.3kg. — 
not as light as the new generation of 
record-only point-and-shooters but it 

ives few ‘handling problems other 
than to those with the limpest of wrists. 

Strung down the left hand side are a 
clutch of soft-touch controls, including 
fader, back light compensation, focus, 
white balance, shutter and recording 
speed. These lie below a comprehen- 
sive LCD panel which indicates a host 
of functions including tape counter, 
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Sharp VL-C650 — VHS-C camcorder — £1 000 


CRACK SHOT 


We bring the full test on the Sharp newcomer which, at 
the last moment, grabbed our Best VHS-C Camcorder 
award last month. Gerry Hinde expounds 


shutter speed, SP/LP and the like. 

The front of the units like the front of 
an SLR camera, the lens snuggled 
alongside the snub-nose microphone 
and above white balance and focus 
sensor windows. 

A regulation detachable black and 
white viewfinder sits on top, alongside 
the wide angle/telephone zoom con- 
trols, but it’s the back panel which is 
really crammed with buttons. 

Twelve controls are situated here, 
operating the video replay facilities, 
plus indexing (for replaying subsequent 
recordings on VCRs with VISS), a date/ 
time display toggle, and record-review 
button (the latter allows replay’ of the 
last two seconds shot). 

At the foot of the panel lies an edit 
On/Off switch which minimises picture 
loss when dubbing a recording onto a 
VCR, and an eight-pin Video Out 
socket. 


Operation 


Like many camcorders of this ilk,-a 


special button has been provided for: 


children, novices or plain old fools. On 
this model, it’s labelled Full Auto, and 
coloured green, so the same old fools 
can’t miss it! Depress this button and 
focusing, white balance and shutter 
speed are handled automatically — 
leaving the ‘user simply to slot in the 
battery and tape, point in the right 
direction and shoot. 

But there's plenty here for the tech- 
nophile, and more pertinently, the 
home movie maker. There will be 
instances where you want to focus on a 
subject which is not in the centre of the 
screen, and therefore have to bypass 
the autofocus. 

On the Sharp, zoom in on the 
subject, press the side-mounted button 
to select manual focus and turn the 
focus ring until the desired setting is 


found. This also allows you to make. 


(deliberately) blurred recordings. A 
macro facility, for close-ups, can also 
be employed manually. 

There might be lighting conditions 
which throw the camcorder, parti- 
cularly if outdoor and indoor lighting is 
mixed. In this instance you are able to 
manually select either of three white 
balance switching options — outdoor, 


fluorescent or halogen/tungsten 
lighting. 

You can also insert a running com- 

mentary, or background music onto 
the tape soundtrack via the BGM sock- 
et (located just below the microphone), 
fade the picture to white, and make 
self-timer recordings. 
' The video replay’ facilities are 
straightforward, while date and time 
can be superimposed on recordings by 
setting a basic character generator 
which is housed under a rather fiddly 
flap below the front of the unit. 


Performance 


The regulation WHAT VIDEO bench 
tests gave an excellent report. In: stan- 
dard play resolution amounts’ to just 
under 260 lines, dropping slightly in 
the LP mode, which also saw: an in- 
crease in grain and agitation. Colours 
tended to oversaturate a little but the 
general standard of picture quality was 
very high. . 
"Out in the field, the VL-C650 gave a 
fine performance. The auto-play facili- 
ty mode worked extremely well, col- 
ours were always ‘natural - and 
autofocus was fast and accurate. Oc- 
casionally it could be thrown off track, 
when it was driven around: bends at 
high speed, for example, but even then 
it got itself on the straight'‘and narrow 
soon enough. : 

In Long Play the picture did deterio- 
rate, ‘becoming: slightly grainier and 
while the lab tests state that horizontal 
resolution dropped, the picture must 
still be given a wholehearted thumbs 
up, with good colour'saturation (on the 
sequences | recorded, at least) and n 
noticeable bearding, 

The 1/1000 second shutter speed 
worked very well too. Fast-moving cars 
could: give still frame results which 
looked almost like photographs, 
though there was understandable jitter 
on their wheels in this instance. 

That ‘said, if you try to make such a 
recording indoors, or indeed in any 
environment with: light levels lower 
than 300 lux, the picture is liable to be 
rendered unwatchable, fading to very 
dark grey. 

’ The manually operated macro facili- 
ty worked splendidly too, the bright 
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Seat of fungus showing itself very 
clearly indeed, with the natural hue of 
the parent bark equally sharply 
focussed. 

The VHS-C format has never offered 
outstanding sound reproduction, and 
the VL-C650 is no exception. It was 
adequate in standard play, but in LP a 
background radio which worked itself 
into a recording positively slurred at 
one point. 

But the background overdub feature 
does allow you to input a better quality 
audio, and the noise of the zoom 
motor was barely discernable and 
never intrusive. 

The fader worked well, the picture 
dissolving to and from white at the 
touch of a button. Breaks between 
recordings were devoid of snow and 
other picture noise. Naturally, manual 
operation of the VL-C650 got easier 
the more | got used to it. 

The side-mounted LCD display was 
a boon, giving a clear indication of the 
camcorder's status at all times, and 
providing the user with something of 
an on-board trouble-shooting guide. 

The zoom lens, too, was a joy to use, 
moving smartly if the buttons were 

ressed hard and more slowly with 
ighter pressure. 

One serious flaw was the cam- 
corder’s on-board still frame and pic- 
ture search facility. Despite tracking 
adjustments, picture noise was appall- 
ing, covering half the picture at the best 
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of times! It was so poor it almost 
negated the point of having it. 

When the same recording was re- 
played through a conventional VCR 
and cassette adaptor, still frame and 
picture search proved perfect. 


Conclusion 


It’s a winner, all right. Not only is the 
picture quality outstanding — for VHS- 
C it's close to the leading edge — but 
it's also dead easy to use. With the full- 
auto facility you can get super results 
from the off, and gradually familiarise 
yourself with the more esoteric 
features. 

Of course, it lacks some of the 
features of more expensive machines 
and the on-board picture search and 
still frame results were very disappoint- 
ing, but on the whole the balance 
between features, the £1,000 price tag 
and performance amounts to a very 
good package. 

| doubt we'll see a significantly better 
performer in the category until the 
advent of Super-VHS-C camcorders, 
and | can't pay a higher compliment 
than that. To coin a cliche, it’s a Sharp 
shooter O 


FACT PACK 


Camcorder: Sharp VL-C650 

Format: VHS-C 

Price: £999.99 

Market position: Mid-range, full function 

Features: Full auto operation — focus, iris, white 
balance, High speed electronic shutter (1/1000 sec.), 
Self timer, Macro facility, Fader, Index marking, Record 
review, Variable power zoom, Auto date/time function, 
Background music recording 

Camera Controls: Power zoom, Stop/Start trigger, 
White balance pre-sets, Manual/autofocus, Backlight 
compensation, Fader 

General Controls: Power on/off, Picture search, Still 
frame, FF/Rew 

Inputs & Outputs: Earphone jack, Background music 
jack, DC input jack, Pause remote control jack, AV 
output terminal 

Lens: f/1-6 8.5-68mm 

Min. Light: 9 lux 

Power requirements: DC 9-6V 

Dimensions: 131(w) x 157(h) x 280(d) mm 
Weight: 1.3kg 


>> BEST BUY<< 


Pentax PV-C840 — 8mm c 


amcorder — £899 


FLY ON THE WALL 


Pentax has leapt back into the 8mm fray with two new 
camcorders. Colin Goode goes mountaineering with the 
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1. Lens cap 2. White balance sensor 3. Macro engaging button 

4. Counter reset 5. Operate switch and lamp 6. Eyesight corrector 
7. Battery eject 8. Cassette compartment 9. Eject 10. Date adjust 
11. Date On/Off 12. Counter memory 13. Normal/Backlit iris 

14. Auto/Manual focus 15. High speed shutter 17. Focus ring 


cheaper 840 model 


WE HAVEN'T been too complimentary 
about Pentax camcorders in the past. 
The company’s previous two 8mm 
models, sourced from’ Hitachi, were 
reasonably specified and priced, but 
were let down, we felt, by weak picture 
resolution. 

Now Pentax has launched two new 
machines, the £1,100 PV-C880 and 
the £900 PV-C840 tested here. Have 
they: got it right this time? 


Description 


The 840 is a chunky camcorder, fin- 
ished largely in charcoal grey relieved 
by a lighter cassette housing and a 
couple’ of bright. coloured major 
controls. ea 

Despite its solid looks, it weights in at 
a creditable 1.343kg. (on our new 
electronic kitchen scales!) complete 
with battery and tape. 

The 2in. black-and-white viewfinder 
hinges forwards for storage and up- 
wards for shooting where necessary. 
Indicators in the viewfinder iclode 
tape, battery and condensation warn- 


ings, Pause/Record, tape counter and 
date — not as comprehensive as some 
on the camera mode side. 3 

On the left front of the machine lie" 
the buttons to switch between manual 
and automatic focus, auto or backlit iris 
settings and the single, but fast, 1/1500 
second high speed shutter. 

There are also four tiddly buttons to 
set up the correct date and reset the 
tape counter with or without a ‘0000’ 
memory stop. 

A sliding cover above the lens hides 
the tape transport controls with ‘the 
exception of the Play button which 
doubles up for Record Review (an: 
instant replay of the last few seconds | 
shot) — a‘nice touch. 

Slide the cover forward and the PV- 
C840 goes into playback modes in- 
cluding Pause, Picture Search forwards 
or backwards, Fast Forward, Rewind 
and, er, Stop. 

The Pentax is fronted by an f1.6, 6x’ 
(9-54mm) zoom lens with macro for 
subjects closer than 1m — and as close 
as 5cm from the front. Filter diameter is 
49mm. 


18. Viewfinder 19. Record Trigger 20. Power zoom rocker 

21. Operation cover 22. Pause/Still 23. Record 24. Rewind 25. Play 
26. Fast Forward 27. Stop 28. Microphone 29. External mic jack 
30. Lens cap holder 31. Adjustable handgrip 32. Tripod screw 
mount 33. Audio/Video output 34. Battery holder 


To the right of the lens sits the sensor 
for the white balance (also fully auto- 
matic) which protects the small on- 
board microphone. An external mic 


~ jack is also provided. 


The hand strap is adjustable with a 
Velcro strip which carries a button 
mount for the lens cap — a small point 
that many manufacturers seem to for- 
get. This stops the cap performing 


_ acrobatics in front of the lens in windy 


conditions. 

Sculpturing of the machine's body 
for your right hand is minimal with just 
a small recess for resting the front 
fingers. There is a plastic ridge guard to 
stop your thumb inadvertently hitting 
the Record trigger. 

Socketry is limited to an 8-pin audio/ 


“video Out connection. Mains power 


can be supplied via a plate which slips 
onto the back of the Pentax in place of 
the battery pack. 

The 840 comes complete with bat- 


“.. tery, mains adaptor/charger, RF con- 


vertor, 15-minute tape, DC power 
lead, AV connection lead, shoulder 
strap and plastic carry case. Optional 
accessories available include a direct 
AV connecting lead, a rain jacket, soft 
case, chest supporter, wide and tele 
conversion lenses, filters and car bat- 
tery adaptor. 


».. Operation 


With battery and tape in position, one 
stab at the big red On switch readies 


- the Pentax for action. However, the 


space between the thumb guard and 
the side of the camcorder is quite 
restricted and a firm press is needed on 
the Record trigger to ensure that the 
mode is engaged. 

Similarly, the zoom/telephoto rocker 
bar is rather insensitive — sloppy even, 
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so care is needed here too for s | ooth 
results. 

Since there is little in the way of 
moulding around the handgrip, the 
machine feels a little clumsy — it's 
never uncomfortable, it just doesn't fit 
snugly in the palm of your hand. 

As seems common now, this Pentax 
can be cradled with the left hand under 
its body with the left thumb free to alter 
camera controls such as focus, iris or 
shutter. 

Focusing manually is smooth but 
rather restricted by the bodywork un- 
demeath the lens, while zooming by 
hand can still be done with the left 
thumb although it’s a long stretch at the 
telephoto end of the range. 

Macro is easy to enter and can be 
controlled effectively with the thumb. 
Results in this mode were impressive. 

The sliding cover for the tape trans- 
ports is neat — and the controls th 
selves are sensibly sized 
positioned. Other models have buttons 
that are too small and/or situated on 
the back where they are much harder 
to locate. 

Playback on screen is straightfor- 
ward. The RF convertor can be 
switched easily between aerial or di- 
rect TV inputs, and off-air or cam- 
corder viewing. 

A note about the instruction manual: 
while it is commendably clear, and 
offers some useful shooting tips, it’s a 
pity it comes in seven languages and 
therefore makes up a 250-page alma- 
nac — hardly the thing to slip into your 
soft case as a location memory ogger. 


Performance 


] 
Now for the crunch. Our normal reso- 
lution charts gave a result of 260 lines 
from the Pentax, a good if not out- 
{ 


standing conclusion by current 8mm 
standards — but a whole lot better 
than previous Pentax efforts. 

Dynamic range was good and col- 
our fidelity reasonable. Note that this 
machine does not have a twin-speed 
facility to double the recording time of 
tapes — but with 8mm cassettes up to 
90 minutes long, this is hardly a major 
problem. 

Out in the field (halfway up a rock 
face, actually) the Pentax performed 
admirably with good detail definition 
and pleasingly warm colours in bright 
sunlight. : 

In colder, more wintry conditions, 
blues were rather over-emphasised — 
and there is no alternative to the fully 
automatic white balance system. 

The Pentax uses a twin-speed motor 
to shuttle the autofocus in and out; the 
lens is first moved rapidly to the rough 
focus point, then more slowly for the 
final sharpness. In practice, it does 
work well, with little hunting and a 
rapid reaction to scene shifts. 

Using picture search results in three 
heavy noise bars on screen or in the 
viewfinder, while the still frame has a 
single, thinner bar. 

Sound from the small mic was gen- 
erally good, although the automatic 
gain control was occasionally over- 
intrusive. Climbing in tranquility was 
marred by traffic sound picked up so 
strongly it sounded as though we were 
traversing the M1. 


Conclusion 


This is by far the best Pentax we've 
seen and at £899 it offers very good 
value. 

An obvious direct competitor will be 
the highly-rated Sony CCD-F330 
which has a better picture perfor- 
mance, twin-speeds and a digital title 
superimposer but no external micro- 
phone input or high speed shutter. 

The Pentax could do with more 
subtle ergonomics (and a_ smaller 
handbook!) but it's a sound machine. 
Check it out if you want a straightfor- 
ward, full-function, ‘budget’ 8mm 
camcorder © 


FACT PACK 


Camcorder: Pentax PV-(840 

Format: 8mm Video, PAL standard 

Price: £899 

Market position: Budget, full functions 

Features: Auto Focus, White Balance/Iris, 1/1500 high 
speed shutter, Record review, Power zoom with Macro, 
Counter with memory 

Camera Controls: Manual/auto focus, Backlight 
compensator, Shutter, Wide/Tele rocker bar 

General Controls: On/Off, Record, Eject, Play, Stop, 
Pause, Fast forward, Rewind, Date setting 

Inputs & Outputs: AV Out, Ext Mic In 

Lens: f1.6, 9-54mm 

Power Requirements: DC 6V, 7W 

Dimensions: 110(w) x 160(h) x 275(d) mm 
Weight (with battery and tape): 1.35kg 
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For more information on the Akai range of products, 


1987 AWARDS 


>> WINNER<< 


VS-35 EK 
Best Budget VCR 
(under £400) 


Mest of us have different pieces of equip- 
ment at home needing separate remote controls 
- TVs, video recorders, midi systems etc. 

Being an audio/visual company, Akai looked 
at the problem of how to integrate them and 
came up with the perfect solution. 


The Universal Remote Control. 


It’s a new concept that allows 
you to control your complete audio and 
visual system with one remote control. 

It comes not as a costly option, but as a 
standard feature on four of our new 1988 
video cassette recorders. 

By following the simple programming pro- 
cedures you can transfer the control signals from 
all your existing (infra-red) remote controls 
onto our Universal Remote Control (up to 45 
functions can be operated). After that you can 
throw your old ones away. 

Any person who has juggled with two or 
three remote controls can appreciate the benefit 
of our Universal Remote Control. However, this 
is only the latest example in Akai’s leading 
position in audio/visual technology. 

Choose one of our new video recorders and 
you'll find other Akai features that will pleasantly 
surprise you. Like IMS which gives you pro- 
gramming instructions clearly displayed on your 
TV screen, with the 
controls at your 
fingertips...or finding 

AV/APRE MOM 
the beginning of Sa ANA 
recordings now made ‘ 
simple (thanks to our 
“Tndex Search” and “Intro Scan”) and fast, 
because of our QSS$ “Quick Start”System 
which cuts the delay betweert selecting “Play” 
or “Record” and acti6n to a remarkable 1.5 
seconds, all of which means you spend less time 
searching mofe time enjoying. 


S/APR WED 2e27 


So nom, with an Akai video recorder and 
Universal Remote Control, you can integrate 
your auflio/visual system, sit back, relax and 
enjoy it.| 


please phone our Sales Desk on: 01-897 0951. 


>» BEST BUY<« 


VS-A77 EK 
October 1988 


Video Versatility! 


... with quality products from Ohnar. SoundCatcher' H a 
Double your zoom and more than double ai CamMike 
your wide angle, simply and economically Wireless Remote Microphone For Video Camems Electret Condenser 


Video Long Wired Video Microphone 


The Ohnar 2x, 
4 element converter 
doubles your zoom i.e. 
6 x zoom becomes 12 x i 
zoom! Brings images into 
close-up that are normally too far away. 


Video Wide 


The Ohnar 0.5x, 3 element C 
. SoundCatcher'* catches the sound where the action 
wide angle converter doubles is and adds new dimension in sound to your home video 
productions. 


your angle of view. Perfect for The SoundCatcher microphone clips to the subject The Sima CamMike brings studio quality sound to 
being taped and picks up the sound at the source— your video tapes, with 50 to 18,000 Hz frequency 


landscapes and indoor record- not at the camera response and omnidirectional sensitivity. 
The lightweight receiver atiaches easily to any video CamMike ts supplied with two detachable audio 


ing. Available soon Ultra wide camera or camcorder and records with no wires-up cords. A 25 foot lightweight plug in cord allows clear 


. poate to 200 feet remote ‘dings of candid interviews. 
angle 0.35x macro lens for fish-eye style — Fittings > Complete wit earphone monitor and batteries in a ibe £29.95) 


available for virtually all video cameras. priaha pa aes £69.95) 
VIDEO SIGNAL a Ca mPod 
Now we've got Aunt = bes __BoosterBox” _[tsiiwsisis vieo comers menopod 


By attaching the ‘Ohnar Video Slide Duplicator’ to your Ainpiliner Pius Daving Cautes 
video camera, you can simply transfer your slide show to 
video tape. Drop your transparency into the holder, rotate 
for accurate positioning and select either the whole or 
part of the slide. That’s all there is to it. So if aH 
always thought that Aunt pet should be 
on television — 
you’ve got 
her taped! 


BoosterBox maximizes picture quality when duplicat 
ing video tapes. This miniature amplifier with 
dubbing cables boosts the video signal that is being 
transmitted from the playing VCR to the recording 
VCR by up to 8dB 


CopylKit 
Vide re) Prop my Transfers your home movies and slides onto video tape. 
a a : 


The Walking Tripod 


Multiplies focal length by 5 times 

* Fits directly to 52mm filter thread 

* 46 and 49mm adaptors supplied 

* Achromatic close-up lens supplied 

* Including case 

* Usasble with 50mm or longer with 12" 
tube or 68mm or longer with 74" tube 


fas E 
STATION 


Phone your We operate 
credit card the Personal 
order Export Service 


5 London Bridge Walk London SE1 2SX 01-407 6833 
FAX: 01-378 1101 (Main Photo and Bino 


r] 
Full Repair Service for 43 London aide e St London SE1 
sinccurars & recescores im OF LONDON BRIDGE np ecm Mettonts san aise sere eee 


74 Queen St Maidenhead Berks 0628 22275 6 
Allitems on this page Post Free FAX: 0628 21239 ODED MO NES Sat Halt Cavey 


LONDON’S LENS & SLR SPECIALIST 


Akai VS-55 — VHS recorder — £400 : 


H AYE, THE NOC 


Our fourth model from Akai’s impressive '88/89 line-up 
is £400 mid-range VS-55. Gerry Hinde finds out whether 


1988 WILL go down as one of Akai’s 
best ever years. Not only did it enter 
the telly-making business, but its VCRs 


and hi-fi systems have never looked 


better. And importantly, despite the 
fact that is not one of the world 
consumer electronics giants, it has suc- 
ceeded not only by virtue of modern 
cosmetics, but on technological inno- 
vation too. 

Two questions for Akai’s product 
designers: what is it you're taking, and 
where can | get some from? 

Already we have seen rave reviews 


of the VS-77, VS-66 and VS-23 re- 


_ corders. Planted amidst these is the 


¥ mid-range £400 VS-55. Is it a worthy 


> addition to the Akai clan, and will it set 
_ the same standards in the middle of the 
“, market as its siblings have in the upper 


‘Te and budget ends? 


RPh 


Eight inches long, it’s a real giant, but 
then to accommodate a brain to oper- 
ate all the functions it boasts, it has to 
be. Aside from controlling the basic 
VCR functions and channel change 
operations, one is able to set the timer 
with it (aided by on-screen prompts), 
call up on-screen data displays, and 
even eject a tape. 

Additionally, it’s capable of learning 
up to 45 functions of other remote 
control handsets. The way Akai has 
worked this is quite clever. There are 
ten dedicated learning controls at the 
top of the handset. 

Then you can actually open the 
fascia of the handset, and the rest of 
the buttons double as learning keys. So 


“|® they fulfil two roles, fast winding the 


VCR one minute, closing the curtains 
the next. 
Whenever the. machine is switched 
on, it exudes a green light from the 
cassette slot, a ploy which gives three 
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it matches the high standards set by its stablemates 


benefits: it looks pretty, it tells you the 
VCR is ready for action, and it allows 
you to read what type/length of video 
cassette you've inserted when the tape 
is in the machine. 

The handset is ergonomically sound. 
The learning facility is simple to set up 
and on-screen programming is also 
easy, though of course you need to 
switch on the TV for the facility to be 
aided and abetted by on-screen pro- 
gramming, and the slow motion speed 
can be altered at the. push of a button. 

There were times when | fancied 
some of the buttons were a touch stiff 
and unresponsive however, and | 
thought the handset’s tape transport 
controls would have functioned better 
if they were of the square variety 
rather than the thin, rectangular sort. 


Description 


It’s certainly got its fair share of sex 
appeal. With a height of 84mn, it’s not 
the skinniest of machines, but a slimline 
description is fair. , 

The Power on and Eject controls are 

lanted, somewhat unusually, slap 

ng in the middle of the deck, com- 

plemented by the main tape transport 
in ie set discreetly on the right hand 
side. 

| like the way this has been done. 
Often the main controls are either 
garishly obvious or hidden awkwardly 
under a flap. On the VS-55, since the 
function names are printed in a light 
grey colour, they can be identified 
close-up when one comes to use them, 
but are otherwise virtually invisible. 
' That said, when one removes the 
supplied gold sticker plastered on the 
fascia which boasts of ‘Universal re- 


mote control and index search’, the > 


AT A GLANCE 


What's Good 
Picture quality 
Remote handset 
Indexing 


What's Bad 
Fiddly tuning controls. 
Having to switch on the TV to set the timer 


Our Ratings. 
Price >>P 


| ddd 
Sound >>pP 
Features >>pP 
Ease of use > > > > 
Looks >P>p 


>PPPP Excellent >> >> Good >>> Fair 
>> Basic > Poor : 


Picture 
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FACT PACK 


Machine: Akai VS-55EK 

Format: VHS, PAL standard 

Price: £399.99 

Market position: Mid-range 

Tape Functions: Play, Record, Pause, Five-speed slow 
motion, Picture search, Intro scan, Index search, FF/ 
REW 

Features: Long Play, On-screen programming/displays, 
Learning remote control, Remote tracking adjustment, 
Realtime counter, Intro scan, Index search 

Remote Control: Infra-red 

Timer Options: 8 events/one month 

Audio System: Mono linear 

Sockets: Scart, RF in/out 

Dimensions: 425(w) x 84(h) x 340(d) mm 
Weight: 5.5kg) 


<4 machine looks a touch bland and 


black, especially as the counter display 
is plain old white. 

Pull down the flap on the bottom left 
hand side of the machine and a vast 
array of buttons greets you. In fact, 
there are fully 25 switching options 
crammed into this 12in? space! These 
are essentially the tuning and timer 
controls, with the addition of tracking 
and picture sharpness buttons. 

The back panel couldn't be less 
pretentious, a Scart socket the only 
Euro-ism of this French-made machine. 
Naturally, it boasts standard RF in/out 
connections. 

If the actual VCR is unpretentious, the 
remote control handset is most certain- 
ly not, and if you're worried that the 
deck is a bit too discreet to really 
impress the neighbours, the handset 
more than makes up for it. 


Operation 


Now that so many VCR operations can 
be carried out via the remote control 
handsets, manufacturers can get away 
with introducing tiny tuning controls in 
some hidden orifice of the machine, 
saying ‘It might be a bit of a pain, but 
it's neat and tidy and let's face it you've 
only got to tune the VCR in once.’ This is 
Akai’s ploy. 

If your VCR sits on the floor and your 
lounge has been given the soft-lighting 
treatment you might get a bit irritated, 
because while the tuning procedure is 
straightforward, it isn’t quite so easy 
crouched on all fours hunting for tiny 
buttons in the half-light. 

When you've found the appropriate 
ones you're alright though, as an on- 
screen display takes you through the 
motions. Then you're ready to view. 

The insertion of a video cassette 
induces whirrings from within the deck, 
and a green Quick Start indicator lights 
on the fascia. All that actually happens 
is that the tape is wound round the 
head drum, ready for action, so that 
when you come to play or record, a lot 
of the tiresome rigmarole of tape lace- 
up associated with the VHS format is 
dispensed with. 

Each time a recording is made, an 
index code is automatically placed on 
the tape. An intro scan facility can be 
used to systematically find the begin- 
ning of each recording and play the 
first eight seconds or so of one pro- 
gramme before fast winding to the 
next. It works well, and this facility can 
be — in picture search modes as 
well. 

Recording from the handset is a 
doddle, and again its ease can be put 
down to the ubiquitous on-screen data 
and prompts. Once the relevant time 
and channel details have been logged 
in, you simply choose whether you 
want to record in long or standard 
play mode and then press the timer 


button. At this point, the VCR switches 
itself down until the appropriate start 
time arises. 


Performance 


In the regulation WHAT VIDEO bench 
tests, the VS-55 did rather well, resolv- 
ing an effortless 260 lines. Whilst that is 
a super figure, it must be said that it has 
rather become the ‘going rate’ for the 
latest generation of machines, though 
that’s not meant to take anything away 
from this model. 

Performance in Long Play was sur- 
prisingly good. While there was an 
increase in grain, resolution held up 
especially well. That said, slow motion 
and still frame — which were spot on in 
at the standard speed, thanks to the 
VS-55 being a four-head machine — 
rather fell apart. Shudder was signifi- 
cant and purples and greens threw 
themselves to the top of some frames. 

Noise bars in picture search wors- 
ened considerably in long-play too, 
though in replay, the actual picture 
quality really did relfect the bench tests 
and was eminently watchable. 

The quick start facility certainly 
speeds things up and one wonders if it 
might even become the de-facto lace- 
up system on VHS, since to date the 
time it takes to access the play mode 
from standing start has been one of the 
fundamental weaknesses of the format. 

However, when the machine is in the 
‘semi lace-up’ mode, it does give off a 
continuous murmur. It would be nice to 
hear all sound disappear altogether, 
though it does switch itself off after five 
minutes, of its own accord. 

Slow motion replay can be altered 
to either of five speeds via the handset. 
Whilst the picture in standard play is 
very good, with no judder, it is one of 
those staggered affairs, rather like a 
speeded up frame-by-frame advance, 
rather than a true, smooth movement. 


Conclusion 


| really wanted this machine to be the 
winner that its brothers and sisters are, 
since this would have given Akai a 
clean sweep. But while the machine is 
very competent it doesn’t really stand 
out from its immediate competitors. 

Rather like the car market, where we 
can perceive that the Rolls Royce is a 
top end niche market product and the 
Mini Metro a budget priced run- 
around, its rather more difficult to 
compete in the mid range where you 
have to get the balance Fohcan price 
and features right. 

Picture-quality wise, the VS-55 is a 
fine machine, even in long-play, and 
many will find the learning handset 
and on-screen programming a boon. If 
you're looking to spend £400 on a 
VCR, make sure you audition this one, 
but weigh up what else is on offer O 
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ON-LINE FRIENDS CHATLINE 
0898 800 500 
ON-LINE FRIENDS CHAT-A-BOUT 

0898 800 501 


ALL LINES OPEN 24hrs 7 DAYS PER WEEK 


ON-LINE VIDEO PREVIEW LINES 


WARNER FILM LINE 0898 882 300 MG MUS FILM LINE 0898 882 310 
R.C.A. FILM LINE 0898 882 320 VESTRON FILM LINE 0898 882 330 
GUILD FILM LINE 0898 882 350 CASTLE VIDEO FILM LINE 0898 882 390 
CIC FILM. LINE | 0898 882 340 MEDUSA FILM LINE 0898 882 380 
ENTERTAINMENT LINE 0898 882 316 VIRGIN FILM LINE 0898 882 370 
WALT DISNEY LINE 0898 882 360 NEW WORLD FILM LINE 0898 882 399 


CALL CHARGE 25p OFF PEAK PER MIN 38p PEAK PREFIX PREMIUMS (UK) PLC 


THAMES VALLEY LASER 
Crown Walk Shopping Centre 
Bicester, Oxon OX6 7HY 
Phone 0869 320550 


y y | dice 
CD <>» 


lls Sib 


NOW YOU CAN HIRE THE VERY BEST 
NEWLY RELEASED VIDEOS AND BUY. 
BRAND NEW TITLES AT LOWEST EVER 
PRICES! 


A new 
VIDEO CLUB 
from Britain’s most experienced 


We have. the. following Laservision Discs in In-Home entertainment specialists 


stock. All CD video compatible. Free p&p with- 
in U.K. on mail order sales containing at least 
one of these titles. Offer extended to 28/2/89. 


Dirty, DanGing sti: tne Sao sete cess Septet est £22.99 
Making Michael Jackson’s Thriller vasa pw MOLI Gia har aaa wae eee Oe £11.99 
Duran Duran; Arena the Movieis mina 2 tins Hah cqante stages £14.99 


Here at last is the Postal Video Service you 
have been waiting for. Apply now (write or 


phone) for full details and special introductory 
offer of videos at giveaway prices! 


WILSON VIDEO LIBRARY 
WILSON (Dept. VTM) 
1 Buckhurst Road 


VI DEO Town Hall Square 
Bexhill 


Roo with PVACW pi i-d cco mare rset acai e thes « Ua, PA ake an treh oat MCAS oo 
Brewster’s Millions ............ err ee ee £19.99 
DEMIR. coils ke Seas hr awe ik Eas re er eee 


ASK rte ales GRE acy Ba shmaearasame BO o RSA Acorkeyi theres Sawa a 6 en ke H 
Meaning Of Lifes ai Peis set eipee met adh ascend cee ge aes ¥ exe £19.99 L| B RARY E Sussex TN40 1 QF 
PENCE; PUN PE RRA. 2 5.5 % acer acene wore dheuestps wongegarstare Se eae te sieee £19.99 
Cat DCLERCS hei. 5 Say ca tlctae POWERS ET wlan aes o eo eT £19.99 Tel: (0424) 223661 
BV AGW COPA LOUN: 5a yea cians Gakounusioveyouerte eae dea dtacogel sds ne eyer seeds, © shat £24.95 
Greystoke Legend of Tarzan... 20. 6s cise de eee cece eee eben £24.95 A H H 
Colour Purple .....- 26.00. e cece erence een eens £24.95 24-hour erent Service 
Killing PACHIS sists. Soin Recetas cache ea Salt piatonete cote seas Tbe cag £24.95 Our 25 years experience is your guarantee of 


se | service 
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Sanyo VHR-D4710E 


VHS hi-fi recorder 


£900 


SUPER SONIC TREAT 


As Nicam stereo decoding becomes a pre-requisite on 
the increasing number of hi-fi VCRs, lan Campbell takes 
a look at the new Sanyo to find out what separates it 


SEVERAL MONTHS ago, choosing a 

hi-fi video recorder was an unsatisfac- 

tory process. Compared to the budget 

end of the market, decks were over- 

priced, underspecified and few and far 
tween. 

Incorporating hi-fi sound seemed to 
go hand in hand with.removing other 
useful features. Until recently. 

In the last few months, Akai, JVC and 
Philips have attacked this market. 

Now Sanyo has served up a VCR 
with Nicam stereo decoding, digital 
chips and a good helping of new ideas 
that looks all set to continue the trend. 


Description 


Four round feet, the. VCR fashion ac- 
cessory of ’88, are decorated with thin 
gold bands on the Sanyo, matching the 
company logo and sundry other word- 
ing that interrupts the black fascia. 

A single red Record button colour 
co-ordinates with the red LEDs that 
flash into. action when receiving a 
Nicam transmission or playing back a 
hi-fi tape. This is a stylish, well-consid- 
ered deck. 

The huge handset has a plethora of 
buttons and an LCD that makes easy 
work of transmitting time shift informa- 
tion to the 8-event/1-year timer. 


AT A GLANCE 


What's Good 

Hi-fi sound and picture performance 
Remote control stereo headphone socket 
Nicam decoder 


What's Bad 

The price! 

Annoying auto-switch off 
Limited Insert Edit facility 


Our Ratings . | 

Price >>pP> 
Picture >>> Pp 
Sound >>> > Pp 
Features > > 
Ease of use > > > > 
Looks ad ddd 


>PPPP Excellent >> >> Good PP Fair 
>P Basic > Poor 


from the crowd 


Digital buttons for variable Slow 
Frame Advance. (without volume), 
Strobe (with volume) and a Still Picture 
Memory facility are clustered around a 
tab labelled ‘Insert’ which affords a 
form of Insert Edit, but more of that 
later. 

The increasingly obligatory Index 
Search and Go-to functions are aided 
by a real time counter and a useful time 
elapsed feature. A Rewind/Play button 
strings together the two much-used 
functions. 

But the bulky remote is a clue to 
something less predictable. 

Suspicions. had already been 
aroused by a shiny black oblong box, 
hanging between the Sanyo’s front 
legs(!). Herein are the components that 
relay the audio to the remote handset 
where a second battery compartment 
powers up a headphone socket and 
volume. wheel for armchair listening. 
This is a first. 

More modest touches include 2x 
normal speed Play and a special code 
function where you pick a personal 
number that accesses a selection of 
other goodies including a child lock. 
More interesting is a Go-to Record 
function which shuttles past pre-record- 
ed material to a portion of blank tape 
where recording can commence. 

Back on the deck and behind the 
flap, two sliders control audio input 
with a flashing LCD offering visual 
confirmation of sound levels (next door 
to the clock and real time counter/ 
calendar). 


Operation 


Selecting the channel number first, 
makes easy work of presetting TV 
programmes, before shuttling off in 
search of a signal. When it Fads the 
correct station you simply appoint it 
with the OK button. 

Clock setting is equally convenient 
and worked from the remote. 

Niggles only being to appear in 
everyday use. 

First up is an automatic switch-off 
that comes into effect after five minutes 
in Stop mode. 


The only sign of life is a single red 
light and dimmed LCD, cities of 
the possibility that you might be watch- 
ing TV via the video channel at the 
time. Power is easily resumed and will 
stay on if you hit a channel button, but it 
remains an irritant that will always 
catch you out. 

Niggle number two is evident when 
changing channels. Number ‘1’ for 
example, will flash on screen for a few 
seconds, during which time any other 
digit you hit will also be taken on- 
board. So any attempt to hastily hop to 
channel 2. might result in channel 12 
and a blank screen. You've got to wait 
for the flashing to stop. This will certain- 
ly aggravate quick-fire programme 
hoppers. 

More efficient is time-shifting courte- 
sy of a considerate handset that will 
store four programmes before trans- 
mission into the deck. The LCD guides 
you through the appropriate informa- 
tion and there’s a daily repeat option if 
you want it. 

Index Search can make a complicat- 
ed collection of recordings more 
manageable. 

Press the Search button on the re- 
mote to access one. of the marker 
points which are automatically laid 
down every time the machine enters 
Record. If you want marker point 3 (up 
to 99 are possible), key in the digit and 
the search direction (Fast Forward or 
Rewind) and transmit the data to the 
deck which will shuttle off as instructed 
and begin playback of the desired 
point. 

Go-to lets you search out a real time 
distance from any point, in either direc- 
tion. Key in the appropriate instructions 
(eg, 1 hr 10 mins FF) and once again, 
complete the sequence by hitting the 
transmit button located on the side of 
the handset. 

A variable but jerky Slow Motion is 
possible along with the Strobe facility. 
Both gizmos are worked from the 
remote. 

More innovative is.a Memory button 
that stores a frozen image which can 
be recalled at will. It can only memorise 
a single picture at a time and like all the 
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chip tricks, it won't function when 
recording. 

Potentially more useful is a form of 
Insert Edit using the Insert button. First 
press Reset to zero the point of exit 
from the new recording and then re- 
wind and payse at the point of entry, 
where the overdubbed video is to 
begin. 

Press Insert. The Paused image is 
replaced with the incoming signal you 
wish to record. A second push of the 
Insert button and the recording will 
commence until the point of exit. 

There are three problems. 

The Sanyo doesn’t have a flying 
erase head, so the new footage is 
overlaid by. means of an increased 
recording current, and backspacing, so 
the accuracy of the edit is limited. 

Problem number two was a litle 
more serious — it didn’t work on the 
prototype model loaned to us by 
Sanyo. One of their technicians as- 
sured me this was not typical! 

But problem number three is a major 
drawback of the feature. When it 
works, it apparently removes all the 
sound from the linear edge track and 
replaces it with... precisely nothing. 

Bearing in mind that the VHR- 
D4710 doesn’t have Audio Dub, this 
insert facility is clearly of limited value, 
but our verdict will remain open until 
we get the opportunity to test this 
peculiar sounding feature for our- 
selves. Watch this space. 

Using the same Insert button, it’s also 
possible to commit one of those stored 
frozen images to a pre-selected point 
on tape. 

The audio capability of the Sanyo 
flagship gives you a taste of the future, 
at least as long as the BBC Crystal 
Palace transmitter continues to test and 
broadcast Nicam sound alongside 
their conventional signal. 

‘During the spate of political party 
conferences last month, the Nicam 
transmission of stereo music made a 
pleasant change from ranting 
politicians. 


An array of LEDs lets you know 


exactly what signal you're hearing 
while a button on the remote selects 
from the options. 

While a standard FM broadcast can 
be recorded on the hi-fi track (in mono 
of course) as well as the linear edge, 
Nicam can only be recorded in stereo. 
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A switch selects between Auto (Nicam) 
and Off. 

There is even a facility for receiving 
bilingual broadcasts, where a stereo 
sub-channel is received. 

Simulcast broadcasts can also be 
recorded, and a Long Play option is 
available for sound only. 

But the highlight of the Sanyo’s 
audio arsenal is the headphone socket 
built into the remote. 

To make it operational, a button has 
to be pushed in on the deck and a 
second button activated on the side of 
the handset. This is a useful arrange- 
ment because the on-board button is 
easily triggered accidentally and bat- 
tery power quickly eaten up. Best to 
keep the master control turned off until 
you need it. 

A volume wheel and a basic sound 
mode switch are used in conjunction 
with the headphones (not supplied). 


Performance 


Pictures from the Sanyo VHR-D4710 
were excellent with warm colours dis- 
playing a tiny amount of spillage and 
good dynamic range. With our test 
charts, the Sanyo edged over 260 lines 
of horizontal resolution. Out on the 
shop shelves there are decks with 
comparable definition, but | have seen 
few that produce such an attractive 
image as far as colour is concerned. 

Audio got off to a good start with 
even the standard lo-fi linear track 
sounding crisp. 

Exploring the stereo capability, | fed 
the VCR through a Rotel amp with 
Acoustic Research . speakers and 
slipped a selection of hi-fi tapes into the 
machine. It produced a powerful, 
broad. sound with good separation 
between bass and treble. 

Unlike my recent encounter with the 
JVC HRD-750, | had no tracking prob- 
lems — the twin buttons for adjustment 
went untouched. 

Using the remote’s stereo head- 


. phone socket, | was a little disappoint- 


ed with the two sound presets. Basically 
you can switch between a tone that 
majors on the top register at the ex- 
pense of a rounded bottom end while 
the other setting merely skimmed the 
treble out of the sound. 

But this is a little hard on a new 
feature that makes a lot more sense 


than trailing a headphone lead out of 
the on-board socket..| thoroughly en- 
joyed the personalised audio of the 
Sanyo and | hope it’s a refinement that 
will be much imitated. 

Digital stills, Strobe and the variable 
slow frame advance were impressively 
free of jitter but. marred by consider- 
able grain and colour problems. The 
effect suggested the type of picture 
degradation associated — with 
solarisation. 

Gimmick fans will note that you 
strobe and freeze images directly off- 
air because of the VCR’s built-in tuner. 
I's impressive, but peripheral. 


Conclusion 


It's impossible not to develop a favour- 
able impression of the new Sanyo 
flagship. It delivers first rate sound and 
vision and it’s easy to use. 

The remote headphone socket is an 
inspired piece. of evolution that more 
than made up for the problem sur- 
rounding the so-called Insert Edit. 

As a hi-fi/Nicam contender it’s con- 
siderably more expensive than the 
£500.JVC 750 and the £700 Akai VS- 
77. | suspect a more realistic price will 
probably be arrived at through dealer 
discounting. ‘ 

All three decks performed excellent- 
ly, only separated by individual traits 
like the Akai’s surround sound or the 
JVC's audio dub. 

Personally, | could happily find my- 
self drawn to the Sanyo and its Walk- 
man-like handset — but not for 
£900! O 


FACT PACK 


Machine: Sanyo VHR-D4710E 
Format: VHS, PAL standard 
Price: £900 . 

Market position: Top-end 


Tape Functions: Play, Record, Rewind, Fast Forward, 
Search, Pause, Variable Frame Advance, Strobe, Instant 


Record. 
Features: Nicam decoder, Remote headphone jack, 


Real time counter, Index Search, Go To, Go To Record, 


Child Lock, Memory, Still, Insert capability, x2 play, 
Variable frame advance, Strobe. 

Remote Control: Full function infra-red with timer 
transmit and stereo headphone socket 

Timer Options: 8-event/1 year 

Audio System: VHS Hi-fi with mono linear 
Sockets: Scart/Phono 

Dimensions: 420(w) x 99(h) x 357(d) mm 
Weight: 7.3kg) 
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* EXPORTS ona 


15 Years 


S.E. ELECTRONIC LID. jroo cic, 


BUY WITH CONFIDENCE —o1-s60 0104 (LU 
FROM REPUTABLE DEALER 9°58 58 


BEFORE YOU BUY ELSEWHERE TRY us___ TELEX 
FOR MONEY SAVING PRICE 949581 SEE IND  wartenpeTAIs on REQUEST 
5 : SONY ; 
VIDEO RECORDERS EXPORT A ee ee 
AKAI : VIDEO SYSTEMS nae V200 ... ees AON GAacaikivesidhss caasiacoaugthvainsncs ae 
Seer dap e . SANYO VHR-4150 ... rr 
. ALL PLUS VAT Sand, WELDON Ren coo ee 


FERGUSON National NVG-30EN PAL B/G........... PONE VRSi5 


FERGUSON FV13H Hifi ccc... PHONE National NVG-33EN PAL B/G............. WW veon oe 
FERGUSON FV14T Ni-Cam Hi-Fi. Hitachi VT-438 P.I.P.o. ccs eee. 
3 FERGUSON FV20B NEW........ 


Fr 
ke 
2 FERGUSON FV21R NEW JVC HRD-158 Multi-Stand .............. oe 
(@} FERGUSON FV26 Digital P.I.P . Sharp VC-779 Multi-Stand .............. S 
e HITACHI National NVG5O Multi-Stand ............ w , ee 
EUTAGHI > W12520, "oc rpeeclinn tbcpcohsieguarapste Panasonic NVG15 Multi-Stand _. oS PANASONIC = WVUXMI0 NeW. 
HITACH] = VT-430 PLP. csscccccsceesee : Ras aaa ay 8 3 FUTEK FADS ...sarreorsesersersenrseve 
5 HITACHI —VT-450. SALE... PHONE National NVGSOO Multi-Stand .......... 2 OMS ah arsine 
MER SHITACHE  WT5G0! icsctonduteticaccaussctestd PHONE ‘ VIVANCO —-VCR 3044 2 at 
mi] NEC 5 Wakes WER 
eh NEC NODES ete ME carn £269.95 SONY UK TVs mpi aa 
ea) NEC DX-1000 Digital ..........cccccccceccsce.. £389.95 ed ik Jane schsssaiaasaees PHONE 
> NEC DX-3000 Digital Hi-Fi... £599.95 K\VM-14RC SLIK Easyglide...... fetes vsvesvees PHONE 
“3 SHARP VOAIO0 cccnssnnsnnnnmnerneen PHONE KVMT-14 Trt RErECTA G0 at. i Siete sicol ame 
BS SHARP VO-A140 oosccccccssseseenrsneneans SALE PRICE opens ee REFLECTA 200 at mere Each cy 
SHARP VO-AD02 ..:scivssssenssssstteainesgies covers PRONE - "RIC Txt att Portalight........... Accom stig REO 
ce SHARP VC-DB01 LLP. onnnnn ness PHONE KV.94XMU 3. gaa? Jy. 1 eco oe 
SHARP VCA+140 oo ooscecsccccccssssssessssssseeee. BEST BUY ARKON —12V Portalight’......:....nn 
PANASONIC KVX-21TU 
PANASONIC NVG40B NeW...........ssss-s000-sse002 vs PHONE KV-25XRT 25” Stereo Txt 
PANASONIC NVG45B New.... sssssressssensnssstssssssseses PHONE K\-27XRT 27" Stereo Txt.................. 
PANASONIC NVD48B Digital P.I.P. ..........cce..cc. PHONE 
PANASONIC NVD80B Hi-Fi Digital ...................... PHONE 
or HRD180 ssaiscitestieaicacascantet G200i05 SANYO UK TVs 
JVC HAD SIO eraicpock. 2a ee PHONE 
pe bir hci speeeeneanscceeeinsn eo CBP-2148 21 IMty cctatospicd iss. PHONE 
apse aa naa ere CBP-2149 21” Txt & PIP. oo... ees: PHONE E 
JVC HRD700 Digital .................c.cscessseeee PHONE 
JVC HRD500 NeW.:.......ccccccece. PHONE CBP-2565 25” Txt _____ SALE PRICE 
JVC HRD530...... ... PHONE 8 " 
JVC HAD 750i Lae | PHONE CBP-2566 25" P.I.P PANASONIC MC10 


VHS-C camcorder with plug-in character 
generator (as on M7B). High-speed 1/500 and 1/ 
1000 sec. shutter. 8 heads plus flying erase for: 
insert edits. 2-step focus 

zone system, 9-54/f1.2 
6x power macro zoom, 
date/time function. 

Weight 1.3Kg. With case, 
character generator, 
accessories. 


SALE PRICE 
R-45 


State-of-the-art VHS-C. 


EXPORT 
TV SYSTEMS 


ALL PLUS VAT 


SYLN39 O3GIA — ‘A‘L — Id-IH 


High eggs 390,000 pixel 
Sony KV1682 ME7 16” Mult-St ......... @S EQ Head rearing ee % 
Sony KV1882 ME3 18” Mult-St ....... Se eines 
pede CA gla a Moma fe mut win med owe "0M. 
JVC C140 14” Mult-St oo. Ss Master Edit Control system, : 


ae Keg 2 SALE PRICE 


Multi standard video recorders 
available from stock: 
National, Hitachi, Pioneer and 
Many more. 

Phone your requirements. 


S.E. ELECTRONIC LTD. | Yon | rea 
aien _ ’ iS 
196 SOUTH EALING ROAD | CREDITCARD NO. | x soNp WAREHOUSE 

LONDON W5 MAIL ORDER: 01-560 6161 


HITACHI — PIONEER — TOSHIBA — NEC — KENWOOD — TECHNIC — PANASONIC — SHARP — SANYO — AIWA 
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“AMBICO Accessory GIFTS IDEAS FROM THE EXPERTS 


HI-FI C 


For all your Video Accessory needs 


CHOOSE FROM OVER 4000 LINES AT: 


245, TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON, W1P 9AD. ~~ 


Telephone: 01-637 8913/8911. 
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS WELCOME __-~ 
MAIL ORDER WORLDWIDE mn, — 


-- 
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m@ YELLOW SPOT @ HIGH RESOLUTION 


Pets CABLES 
saree m@ VMC30/200/500/600 
{ V8000 '] ms NVM1/M3/M5/M7/MS1/NV180/VR30 
' Battery Pac im NV100/200/VR10/VC101 from 7.99 
|m5A m JVC VHS-C CAMCORDERS . 
| m@ LIGHWEIGHT w V7AF/V8AFV30/V50V100 P&P 1.50 
| m CW CHARGER 39°" wm SONY SL-F1 ml CANON VME1/VMEIN 
| m Shr APPROX RECORDING P&P 4.00 | m BAUER VCC816/826 
ONVERSION LENSES 
FILTER KITS COR e Ee 
VO318 par 1.50 Sa 
m BLUE SPOT m@ TELECONVERTER at Sor Gy 
@ RED SPOT @ 15x, 52mm ‘ Ray 99 


V0317 Fits 46/4952 | VO313 
@ FOGALIZER Thread sizes 
m@ TRICOLOUR 


@ TELECONVERTER 
a 


14” 


@ SOFT COLOUR 2x, 52mm 
@ HIGH RESOLUTION 


v0341 
m HEMISPHERIC WIDE ANGLE 


m 52mm 
@ HIGH RESOLUTION © 
V3100 


v0319 

m MULTIPLE IMAGE 
m RAINBOW 

m STARBURST 


24” 


HOLDALL BAGS V0436 


m COMPACT SIZE 

wm SMALL 8mm/VHS-C LENS KIT 
CAMCORDERS TYPE 

m SIDE POCKET nyo 

m CARRIES : m CASE 
CAMERA ONLY P&P 3.00 

ALSO V0430 FOR 39° 

FULL SIZE CAMCORDERS 

DIRECTOR Il VIDEO TRIPOD 

VO612 pap250 Vv0530 PRO-FLO 


m TELECINE al 
@ HI-RESOLUTION wm FLUID EFFECT HEAD 
MINI SCREEN m2 WAY LOCKING PAN | 
m CAMERA POD m QUICK RELEASE 7 
m BUILT IN MACRO 49: @ LIGHTWEIGHT a}! 
m LENS HOOD m STURDY P&P 4.00 
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REPLACEMENT 
BATTERIES pap 2.00 
wm NP22 REPLACEMENT 

tm NP22H REPLACEMENT 

m B30 REPLACEMENT 

im VBM7 REPLACEMENT 

wm NBP7U REPLACEMENT 

im BNV7GU REPLACEMENT 

mm VMPB52 REPLACEMENT 
mm VMPB22 REPLACEMENT 

m NP77 REPLACEMENT 

mm BAUER 1.5 hr REPLACEMENT 


BATTERY 


m@ SOW HALOGEN LAMP 
@ 4AH BATTERY PACK 
m@ 45 MINUTE LIGHT 

@ LEVEL INDICATORS 
m@ MOUNTING BRACKET 
@ SHOE MOUNTABLE 


79° 


P&P 3.00 


v0850 a 
COMPACT CORDLESS ig 
BATTERY LIGHT 


@ 30W HALOGEN 

@ SELF CONTAINED LIGHT 
& BATTERYPACK 

@ 30 MINUTES LIGHT 

@ ONLY 1.16 POUNDS! 


P&P 4.00 


VIDEO ENHANCERS 


VH-607 £39.50 
Controls for SHARPNESS/SOFT plus VIDEO GAIN/CUT. 
Built in Audio Filter network. 2 Outputs. Connections: 
PHONO. 9 Volt operation. 
Mains Adaptor £5.75 extra. 


VCR1044 —- £75.00 
Controls for VIDEO BOOST/CUT, SHARPNESS, VIDEO 
NOISE REDUCTION. SWITCH for VCR1 to VCR2 or 
VCR2 to VCR1 allows permanent connection to TV with 
AN Input. 
Connections: SCART, 240 Volt a.c. 


VCR2044 £165.00 
Controls for COLOUR, CONTRAST, SHARPNESS, 
NOISE REDUCTION, VIDEO FADER, AUDIO FADER, 4 
INPUT AUDIO/VIDEO SWITCH, 5 OUTPUT 
PISTBUTION AMP. Connections: SCART, BNC, 
ono. 


VCR3044 .00 
Controls as VCR2044 plus BRIGHTNESS CONTROL, 
SPLITLINE ON-SCREEN COMPARISON facility, plus 
AUDIO MIXER with MIC/LINE/VCR inputs and extra 
6DIN AV output. 


We can supply all leads for the Vivanco range of 
processors. 


Kramer Professional Range 
Superb performance, 
10 MHz bandwidth 
VS2E 
VS4E 
VS11E 
Full spec. on request. 


TV AND VIDEO 
CONNECTING LEADS 
SCART TV o 1 BNC + PHONO (M) 
SCART TV to 1 BNC + 5 DIN ( 


SCART TV to 1 BNC + 2 PHONO (S) 
SCART TV to 1 PHONO + 1 PHO! a 


RIIB 


Sess 


SCART TV to 1 PHONO + 2 PHONO 
SCART TV to 1 PHONO + 5 DIN (M/ 
SCART to SCART 
Suitable for Video-Video or TV-Video 
SCART to 2 BNC + 2 PHONO 
SCART to 2 BNC + 4 PHONO 

SL10 SCART to 2 PHONO + 2 PHONO 

SL11 SCART to 2 PHONO + 4 PHONO 

SL12 SCART to 2 PHONO + 5 DIN 

SL13 SCART to 2 BNC + 5 DIN 

SL14 Fully Connected SCART to SCART 

VL1 BNC to BNC 1.2m. 

VL1/5 BNC to BNC 5m. 

VL2 BNC to PHONO 

VL2/5 BNC to PHONO 5m. 

VL3 BNC to UHF 

VL4 PHONO to PHONO 

VL5 6 DIN TV to 2 PHONO 

VL6 6 DIN TV to 3 PHONO 

VL7 6 DIN TV to 1 BNC + PHONO 

VL8 6 DIN TV to 1 BNC + 5 DIN 

SL15 6 DIN TV to SCART Video 

VL9 6 DIN TV to 2 PHONO 

VL10 6 DIN Video to 3 PHONO 

VL11 6 DIN Video to 1 BNC + 1 PHONO 

VL12 6 DIN Video to 1 BNC + 5 DIN 

SL18 6 DIN Video to SCART TV 

VL13 6 DIN Video to 6 DIN TV 

VL14 7 DIN TV to 2 PHONO 

VL15 7 DIN TV to 3 PHONO 

VL16 7 DIN TV to 1 BNC + 1 PHONO 

VL17 7 DIN TV to 1 BNC + 2 PHONO 

VL18 7 DIN TV te 

SL16 7 DIN 

VL19 8 DIN 


Sane 
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BNC + 1 PHONO 
VL22 8 DIN TV to 1 BNC + 2 PHONO 
VL23 8 DIN TV to 1 BNC + 5 DIN 
SL17 8 DIN TV to SCART Video 


Universal copy kit 
Universal SCART copy kit 


CAMCORDER DUBBING LEADS 


For transferring from eon a to Standard Video or 


MINI 8 pin to 1 BNC + 1 PHONO 
MINI 8 pin to 1 PHONO + 1 PHONO 
MINI 8 pin to 1 BNC + 5 DIN 

MINI 8 pin to 6 DIN 

MINI 8 pin to SCART 


BRSUSSSSBIIBSBSSSRBSRSRRBRBRe 
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10 PIN CAMERA LEADS 


10 pin CAMERA plug to 3 PHONO £14.00 
10 pin CAMERA plug to 1 BNC + 2 PHONO £15.00 
Ht CAMERA plug to 1 BNC + 5 DIN £14.50 
ee £3 to above for additional 3.5mm pause control 


10 Pin CAMERA EXTENSION LEAD 10m. £28 
ee SOCKET to 1 BNC + 1 PHONO + 3.5mm + we 


£18. 
12 pin CAMERA EXTENSION LEAD 18m. £28.00 


WE WILL BE HAPPY TO QUOTE 
FOR ANY LEAD NOT LISTED OR 


FOR ANY SPECIAL LENGTH 


OPTEX VIDEO LENSES 


VA0314 Autofocus telephoto lens 
VA0335 3.5 telephoto lens £1 
VA0320 2x telephoto lens 

VA0312 Standard telephoto lens 
VA0310 Fisheye lens 

VA0311 Close up/wide angle lens 
VA0317 Autofocus wide angle lens 
VA0341 Super wide/hemipheric lens 


LEKTROPACKS 


MAIL ORDER 


28 


SERER8 
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AND PROCESSORS 


VIVANCO VCR4044 = £499.00 


All the features of the 3044 plus built in colour generator 
plus a selection of fades/wipes. 


W VIDE: ONICS DirectED 


makes you the director and producer. 


Automatic video editor allows anyone who owns a 
camcorder and VCR to make professional looking 
meee, complete with titles, graphics and special 
effects. 


FILM T0 VIDEO 
TRANSFER EQUIPMENT 


Transfer Slides/Films to Video using your Camcorder/ 
Video camera. 

Model 601 

Director Model with Titling kit 

Imager Photo print to Video unit 


SWITCHING UNITS 


TV Selector. Pushbution unit allows selection of 3 signal 
sources. 

Standard co-ax input/output connections £4.95 
Audio-Video Switching unit. Enables up to 4 AV inputs 
to be switched to either of 2 A/V outputs, or 2 AV inputs 
to be switched to up to 4 AV outputs, or allows 3 videos 
to be connected and any combination of inputs/outputs 
to be switched. Full instructions snes All 
connections, Phono sockets £38.00 inc. p.p. 
VCR944 Scart Switching Unit 

Allows permanent connection of 2 Videos to a TV with 
Video and Audio connections £39.95 


RIPODS 


Cadet FT Fluid Head, Quick Release £44.95 

Master FT Geared Elevator, Leg brace, Fluid Head, 

Vidipod CC Heavy Duty, Spring head =. 88 
leavy Duty, Spring hea 

Propod 2 Professional H.D. 


VIDEO CAMERA POWER 
SUPPLY UNIT 8PS 1203 


Allows you to connect any camera with 10 pin lead to 
videos not fitted with camera socket. Unit fitted with BNC 
video + phono audio + 3.5mm. a4 (other fittings 
also available). £39.50 + £3.50 p.p. 


MICROPHONES 


MTLS10 Super Directive Video Mic. 

Eliminate Background noise. Short/Long distance 
switch, Spe with Windshield/Battery/Holder. 

Fits most Camcorders £36.00 


WIRELESS MICROPHONES 


V0623 £59.95 


BATTERY PACKS 


12 Volt 6.5AmpHour S.LA. 

Shoulder Belt Pack £40 + £2.50 
5-6 hours een time. Price includes charger. 

12 Volt 4AmpHour Lightweight Nicad Pack 
3-4 hours Recording. Curved shape pack, pre 
comfortable £60 + £2. 
Price includes charger. 

6 Volt 7AmpHour Lightweight Nicad Pack 
Ideal for Sony Camcorders £80 + £2.50 


OPTEX CAMCORDER 
BATTERIES 


NP22 60 mins Fits Sony 8mm Camcorders. inc. 
200 £24.95 
NP25 120 mins Fits Hitachi type full size VHS 
camcorders £49.00 
NP27 120 mins Fits JVC/Ferguson/Clones VHS ype 
camcorders £39. 

NP28 90 mins Fits Hitachi type VHS ‘C” 
camcorders £49.00 
NP20 90 mins Fits JVC/Ferguson/Phillips/Panasonic 
VHS.C camcorders £49.00 
NP30 90 mins Fits Olympus Bauer ype 
camcorders £45. 

NP31 120 mins Fits ee 
full size camcorder. £36. 

NP32 90 mins Fits Minolta/Pentax camcorders£47.00 
NP66 90 mins Fits Sony/V90 CCDF 330 F340 CCD 
SP5 type camcorders £34.00 


141 BATH ROAD 
HOUNSLOW, MIDDX TW3 3BT 
Tel: 01-572 9737 


CALLERS BY APPOINTMENT 


Panasonic NV-G40B. 
Panasonic NV-G45B LP/SP. 
| Panasonic NV-D48 PIP... 
Panasonic NV-G25B LP/SP.. 
Panasonic NV-D80B Hi-Fi 


Sony 14” KV P144GY Basic 

Sony 14” KV M144G R/C 

Sony 14” KV M14T Text 

Sony 19” KV 19XMTU Text 

Sony 21” KV 211XMU R/C 

Sony 21” KV 211 XMTU Fast Text 
Sony 21” KV X21TU Fast Text 
Sony 25” KV X25TU Fast Text 
Sony 27” KV 27XRT Fast Text J tapes 


Sharp VCA 100HA 
Sharp VCA 140HM 
Sharp VCA 502HM SP/LP 


Mitsubishi HSB10 


Mitsubishi 14” CT 1440B Basic 
Mitsubishi 14” CT 1447BM R/C 
Mitsubishi 19” CT 1905BM R/C 
Mitsubishi 21” CT 2141 R/C 

Mitsubishi 21” CT 2145BM R/C 


@Y PIONEER’ 
158, UXBRIDGE ROAD, WEST EALING, | 
LONDON W13. Tel: 01-579 6315 


Jvc VIDEO RECORDERS 


JVC HRD 320EK ............... ‘ JVC HRD 500EK 
JVC HRD 330K LP/SP . -POA JVC HRD 530K ... 
JVC HRD 400EK : JVC HRD 750EK 


PANASONIC VIDEO RECORDERS 


PANASONIC CAMCORDERS 
Panasonic NV-MC10B Panasonic NV-M7B 


Sony EVS 800UB VB... Sony CCD V50 

Sony SLV 201 VHS .... Sony CCD v90 

Sony CCD V30 Sony CCD v200 
SONY TELEVISION AKAI VIDEO 


$8888 


SHARP VIDEO RECORDERS 

Sharp VCA 5011HM SP/LP 
Sharp VCA 793H Hi Fi 
Sharp VCD 801H PIP 


SHARP CAMCORDERS 
Sharp VLC 73HA 


MITSUBISHI VIDEO RECORDERS 
Mitsubishi HSB30 LP/SP Mitsubishi HSB210 


MITSUBISHI CTV 

Mitsubishi 21” CT 21427X Text 
Mitsubishi 21” CT 2146TX Text 
Mitsubishi 25” CT 2531BM R/C 
Mitsubishi 25” CT 2532TX Text 


@Q) PIONEER’ 


SV2803 $V2103 
SV2103 T/T SV2503 T/T SV2803 T/T 
TOSHIBA FST CTV 
MODEL MODEL 
21” 211T4B2 25" 255R7B 
21” 213D4BK 25" 25517B 
21” 210T6B 25" 258R7B 
21” 210T6B 28" 289T6B 


v77B =V93B- =DV90-~=—sV300-~—s« W500 

AUTHORISED SERVICE CENTRE FOR 
SONY — PIONEER — PANASONIC 

MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE 
QUOTE THE PRODUCT, YOUR VISA/ACCESS NO. & 

DELIVERY FREE ON MAINLAND 
OPEN 9.30-6.00 MONDAY-SATURDAY 
NEAREST TUBE STATION: EALING 
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Ferguson PTVO2 — Mini LCD TV — £299 


MIGHTY MIDGET 


Ferguson has released its second miniature LCD TV. 
Nick Bellenberg examines the £300 mite — which can 
also do duty as a colour camcorder monitor 


AFTER TWO hours away from the 
tube, do you start twitching with the TV 
tremens? If that's the case then finy telly 
could be for you. Definitely not a giant 
goggle-box, this mini-monitor can give 
you a pocketful of fun for just under 
three hundred smackers. 


Description 


The PTVO2's active. matrix tri-colour 
LCD screen measures 3.2in. diagonal- 
ly, and is packaged within a case 
measuring approximately 4x4 2in. 
This makes it one of (if not the) largest 
miniature LCD tellies on the market at 
the moment. 

Power is sourced from a mains 
adaptor/charger, or, more portably, 
either from the supplied rechargeable 
battery pack or six AA-size cells. 

The rechargeable batteries last 1/2 
hours on average. With the sound up 
loud, this time can reduce. A feature of 
the PTVO2 is that you can have the 
sound by itself, saving battery power 
for crucial visual moments. Long-life 
Alkaline batteries are reckoned to run 
for up to 2!/2 hours. 

Operating controls are membrane 
switches for volume, channel, bright- 
ness, colour and contrast adjustment, 
plus On/Off. 

As well as tuning in to the UHF 
bands, the PTVO2 has an audio/video 
input, which lets it take on the guise of a 
smashing in-the-field monitor for use 
with camcorders. For this an extra lead 
is needed, but the supplied accessories 
include a wrist strap and earphone. A 
stand is available, as is a knuckle 
jointed hot shoe attachment for on- 
camera mounting. 


Operation 


Up aerial and at ‘em! Extend the 
antenna, switch on and press one of 
the tuning buttons and the PTVO2 will 
search for a TV signal. Press it again to 
get to the next station. 

Once you've got the programme 
you want, picture adjustment could 
need looking into. Not much out of the 
ordinary here, save that the picture 
brightness is set by the angle at which 
you view the screen. 


Baffled? Then look at an LCD watch 
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or calculator. Turn the display away 
from you in different directions and 
you'll find that in some positions it will 
all be dark, and others will be almost 
totally translucent. 

The same applies to LCD TV screens, 


so the angle of your eyes to the screen 39 
is crucial. The brightness control adjusts > 


cS : 
FERGUSON 


-| 


AT A GLANCE 


What's Good 

Bloody good picture 

Very useful as a camcorder monitor 
Just the thing for watching in bed 


What's Bad 
Tuning difficulties in low signal areas 
| con't afford one 


Our Ratings 
Price >>p 
Picture >> >> 
Sound >> 
Features > > 
Looks ddd 


>PPPP Excellent >> >> Good >PP Fair 


>> Basic > Poor 


SDB 


OUR VERY COMPETITIVE 
PRICES ARE EVEN 
MORE COMPETITIVE NOW 
IN OUR XMAS SALE!!! 
PHONE NOW 


VIDEO RECORDERS 


FERGUSON FV26D Digital P.I.P_. 
FERGUSON FV14T Ni-Cam Hi-Fi 
FERGUSON FV395 Super VHS . 
FERGUSON PTV01/PTV02 New 2. 


HITACHI 

HITACHI VT-520 NEW o.oo. eeceeceeeteeeee 
HITACHI VT-530 NEW ... si 
HITACHI VT-522 NEW ... ee 
HITACHI VT-580 NEW 0.0... ecceecceeeeeseeees 


NEC 
NEC DX-1000 Digital ............ccccsssssssseeeseeee 
NEC DX-3000 Digital Hi-Fi... 


NEC PX-1200 Digital PLP... .. PHONE 
NEC DX-1800 Digital ...... *) £389.95 
NEGHOAIO! A. sccctsct isscstatesnac tenes £349.95 
SHARP 

SHARP VGAI00 si....scesssscvseceocsssacckecsusescvus SALE 
SHARP VC-A140 ‘£299.00 
SHARP VC-A502 2 
SHARP VC-T310H New... PHONE 
SHARP VC-D801 DigitalP.P £459.95 


VIDEO ACCESSORIES 


SDB CAMCORDER BATTERY SALE 

CANON BPE22 90min. VME2 VME708 ............ £39, 
CANON BPE7E 40min. VME70 
CANON BPE4 70min. VME1_..... 
JVC BNV5 45min. GRC7, GR45 
JVC BNV6 60min. GRC7, GR45 
JVC BNV7 90min. GRC7, GR45 .. 
JVC NBP8 80min. GRC7, GRC2 .. 
HITACHI BP51 90min. VMC30, 
SONY NP22 60min. CCDV50, V100, V30 
SONY NP55 60min. CCDV90, F330, F340 ... 
SONY NP77 90min. CCDV90, F330, F340 
SONY NP22H 90min. CCDV200, V100, V50 .. 
PANASONIC VBC1E 60min. NVMC10, MC6.... 
PANASONIC VB30E 90min. NVM5, NV180 


BReeeeenny 
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PANASONIC VBM7F 90min. NVM7, NVM51_... 
OPTEX Clone NP22 


2BRg 


DISCOUNT VIDEO TAPES 


01-749 7355 (4 LINES) 
01-749 2650 
01-749 7846 (Fax) 


One telephone call could save 
you £££’s we can beat any price 
quoted from any other dealer at 


your time of purchase!!! 


VIDEO RECORDERS 


PANASONIC 

PANASONIC NVG21B 0.0.0... eceeeeeeees £349.95 
PANASONIC NVG4OB ... .. SALE 
PANASONIC NVG45B .................. . SALE 
PANASONIC NVD48B Digital P.I.P ... . SALE 
PANASONIC NVG25B .................5 . SALE 
PANASONIC NVD80B. ............... . SALE 
PANASONIC NVFS1 Super VHS ............ PHONE 
JV 

ING HRD QOD) ois sila avcesestuinctccssnchusens . 
JVC HRD320 ..... PHONE 
JVC HRD400 ..... PHONE 
JVC HRDSOO ............ PHONE 


JVC HRD700 Digital P.I.P_......... 
JVC HRD750 Ni-Cam Hi-Fi......... 


JVCHRDS530 Ni-CamHi-Fi......... "PHONE 
JVCHRS5000 Super VHS |... PHONE 
SONY 

SONY SC-F25 Beta 

SONY SLV201 VHS 

SONY SLV401 VHS New 

SONY SLV801 VHS Digital P.I.P. 

SONY EVDT1 8mm itor ............ £889. 
SONY EVS800 8mMHFFi .......0.cs eee. SALE 
SANYO 

SANYO VHR-4150 .....cccsceessessssecseeeevees £299.00 
SANYO VHR-4350 |... “| £339.99 
SANYO VHR-4410DigitalPLP. SALE 
SANYO VHR-4710Ni-CamHi-Fi .............. SALE 
SANYO VHR-4610 Digital P.I.P. |............ PHONE 
SANYO VHR-DS500 Digital PLP. £529.95 
PIONEER 

PIONEER VR-515 ......-cccescccsecsecseenses £369.95 
PIONEER VR-727 Hi-Fi... sce. £429: 
PIONEER SV2103/SV2503/SV2803 TV... SALE 


PANASONIC WVJXM10 
SONY XVT500 Digital Video Imposer ... 
SONY XVT600 Picture Corrector 
SONY XVT700 Colour Corrector 


beg TRIPODS 


VIDEO LIGHTS 

REFLECTA 300 Watt . 
REFLECTA 1000 Watt 
REFLECTA 2000 Watt 
REFLECTA 300 Watt Portalight . 
KEWMODE 12V 100W Portalight . 
ARKON 12V 100W Portalight 


>DB 


SDB -— for the widest choice 
of equipment available at the 
keenest prices that will make . 
you buy with complete 
confidence!!! 


SDB MASSIVE SALE 


ON ALL CAMCORDER 


CAMCORDERS VIDEO 8 

CANON E02. iseeccs oh ccsseinctattoon gia PHONE 
CANONE708..... . PHONE 
FUJIXP600. ..... .. £749.00 
FUJIXP6IONEW ..seccecsseesseeess .. £799.00 
SONY CCDV50 Handycam Digital. .. £775.00 
SONY CCDF330 New Handycam... ... £809.00 
SONY CCDF340 New Handycam... .. £979.00 
SONY CCDSP5 Sports Handycam . £1129.00 


SONY CCDV100 Video 8 Pro 
SONY CCDV90 Handycam Pro ... UK’s Lowest Price 
SONY CCDV200 Video 8 Flagship UK’s Lowest Price 
SANVOMMD TP .ivessyceacieu hteciseansarsvsccns 

SANYO VMDSP Free 14” TV ta 


CAMCORDERS VHS-C 

SVOIGRAQO NOW sc. sc2s.c5--ssseccisescrasiece PHONE 
GV GRATRAG 0.525 sasesssiairsiceesatees . PHONE 
PANASONIC NVMCS5_ ......... ee .. £799.00 
PANASONIC NVMC6 New ......... . PHONE 
PANASONIC NVMC10 0.0... eeeceeeeeereees SALE 
HITACHI VMCS0........ eee eeeeeees .. £749.00 
HITACHI VMC40.. .. £849.00 
SHARP VLC73 ...... .. £775.00 
SHARP VECSO iro sods ccgvirs loviepnunceentes £699.00 
CAMCORDERS FULL-SIZE VHS 

HITACHI VM200...........0000 eee seseese £779.00 
HITACHI VM500............... .. £829.00 
HITACHI VM600............ .. £999.00 
PANASONIC NVM3....... .. £699.00 
PANASONIC NVM6. ............ .. £949.00 
PANASONIC NVM7_ .........ccccccececeseeeeeeee SALE 
PANASONIC NVMSI Super VHS ............ PHONE 


PORTABLE VIDEO 
SYSTEM & CAMERAS 


HITACHIVK C840 onn..cccccsinecssesccezenccss £289.00 
PANASONIC NV180 oe cccceeeeeeeeeree SALE 
PANASONIC AG6400_ ..........eeeeeeseeee £1349.00 
PANASONIC WVPF10F 100 .............00::0068 SALE 
PANASONIC WVPF10F150 New ............ PHONE 
PANASONIC WVPF10F200 New ............... SALE 
WNC HASTOIVS 106. oi... ceclfoiecssacegsennedee £489.95 


SDB LTD. 


VHS VIDEO TAPES VHS-C 

ee. ERPGE . OE Seamer, 
ie + a ee ia 499 399 Maxwell 3.50 400 i aa LONDON W12 8AA : 
TDK Suna eee 2a 2a 3 40: F000 01-749 7355 (4 LINES) 

TE High Dewsty” = A) B — VIDEO TAPES GMM ae Mail order welcome — quote the 
teaiencee «38 38 3B im 1S my CB rota devery is yours FREE 
Bee eB et Me Re age || Ree oe 

Fuji HO 28 295 310 339 420 Minimum order 10pes pen Mon-Saturday 9.30-6.30pm 
ral 3 Ae Bae ee | A Tapes can be mixed. Tubes, Shepherds Bush Green, 
Fuji Pro aa Se 2 800: - 10.60" Carriage £2.50 per order. Central/Metropolitan Line, 
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87] < the display to allow the right amount of 
light to pass through the LCD matrix at 
the correct angle to your eyes. 

Just like any telly, after you've got the 
measure of the various controls and all 
is set up, you only need to make the 
occasional adjustment to the picture, or 
slight tweak of the aerial position. 

If picture reception is difficult, an 
aerial adaptor is supplied which lets 
you take advantage of a better signal 
when it is available. 


Performance 


| found the PTVO2 very easy to use, 
and when the TV signals were suffi- 
ciently strong the pictures were very 
impressive, showing strong natural col- 
ours and a lot more detail than | 
expected. 

The high picture quality is due to the 
Active Matrix LCD technology em- 
ployed. This means that each red-, 
green- or blue-coloured.LCD element 
which filters the light passing through to 
the viewers’ eyes has a controlling thin 
film transistor doing the difficult work 
behind the scenes. 

This, allied to the high number of 
individual pixels (picture elements) 
which comprise this flat square screen, 
makes for detailed, clear, accurately 
coloured pictures. 

At home in London, where transmit- 


FOR ALL YOUR. VIDEO NEEDS — 
CONTACT THE SPECIALISTS 


517 FOLESHILL ROAD, COVENTRY 


TEL: 0203 680 278 
0836 749 582 


FULL RANGE OF VIDEO LIGHTS 
& 12 volt 100 watt portable 


including a 6.5 A-HR 
camcorder battery pack 


ters are practically next door, it wasn’t 
even necessary to put the built-in aerial 
up. at.all. This made the PTVO2 very 
convenient for under-the-bedclothes 
viewing. 

However, the flip side is that in a 
broken down car on a freezing night in 
the middle of a dark Hampshire ham- 
let, reception was impossible. This 
meant | was reduced to reading the 
workshop manual while waiting for the 
RAC tow truck. 

If you're thinking of toting the PTVO: 
around on your travels, a larger set-top 
type aerial might be a useful addition 
— though this might defeat the pocket- 
sized aspect of the rig somewhat... 


Conclusion 


Vagaries of our great nation’s TV trans- 
mitter coverage apart, | have very few 
reservations in recommending. the 
PTVO2 as being a great toy, and a 
supremely useful monitoring tool for 
the serious home video maker. : 

The one reservation that you can all 
no doubt guess concerns the price. 
£300 is a lot of lolly for a TV that fits in 
your overcoat pocket — after all, you 
can get a full-sized telly, or a respect- 
able VCR for that. 

The opposition comes from Pana- 
sonic, whose TC-L3 Minivision has a 
very marginally smaller screen and a 


Ww 


SONY 
video light 


(car-cord rating) 


Video lens set tele-wide ... 
2 x tele converter 


Fits most camcorders 
OTHERS ALSO AVAILABLE 


HEDLER TURBO SILENT 1000 
FULL RANGE IN STOCK 


slightly higher list price. The Minivision’s 
main advantage comes from its hinged 
display screen which enables you to 
take advantage of available light, and 
so save battery power by not running 
the back-light. 

There.are those who say the Pana- 
sonic has a nicer picture, but although 
I've seen both models, | haven't had 
them side by side. | wouldn’t think that 
there was much in this though, as both 
employ Active Matrix technology 
screens. 

If you're the well-heeled type that 
Ferguson are aiming to snare with this 
tiny telly, then the best of viewing luck 
to you. | don’t suppose you cars break 
down anyway O 


FACT PACK 


Television: Ferguson PTV02 

Format: PAL standard 

Price: £299 é 

Market Position: Upper market toy/camcorder monitor 
Features: Auto-tuning. Extras include audio/video 
connection and camcorder mount 

General 


Controls: On/off (picture and sound/picture 
only/off), tuning up/down, Volume up/down, Brightness, 
Contrast, Colour 
Inputs & : Earphone out (2.5mm jack), aerial 
in (3.5mm jack), AV in (3.5mm jack) 

Power Requirements: 9V 

Dimensions: 106(w) x 93(h) x 52(d) mm 

hey (with batteries): 445gms (lb on the kitchen 
. scales! 


dawsons 


The 


Video 8 Specialists 


* Full range of Sony Camcorders on Demonstration 
Interest free credit on selected models 


CCDF330 With Digital Superimposer .... £899.95 
CCDF340 With Digital Superimposer & 
Electronic Shutter 


CATS OHS i salen he nin etorda i IS 
CEDV90E Broinn tia ins dau late alts 


exe 


NVM7 


The Ideal Video/Film Light ‘ 


300, 650 or 1000 


wat gy ||| NvMsi1 


NVMC6 


PANASONIC 


Palkeige Vis (03 i's ick 8548 P.O.A. 
Super VHS (Now In Stock) . . £1599.95 


CCDV200 Pro PCM Stereo (In stock)... .£P.0.A. 


IK 
Only 0.9 kg weight 
25) Fan 


Unlimited operation time 


Complete with Bulb, 4 Way 
Barndoor, Safety Glass, 
Swivel/Tilt Bracket, 

Cable and Plug 

Excellent Value!! 

Phone for more information. - 


Tele Cine Adaptors 5 
REMU BATTERY PACKS AT GOOD PRICES — A RANGE OF SLIK 
BILORA AND MANFROTTO TRIPODS IN STOCK 
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NVMC10 ‘C’ Format + Character gen... £P.0.A. 


dawsons, 23 Seamoor Rd, Westbourne. 
Bournemouth “a (0202) 764965 


VIDEO PROCESSORS 


POWER 


ACT. ELECTRONICS ie 


THE ‘AVP’ IS PACKED WITH FEATURES — OFFERING ‘TRUE’ VALUE FOR MONEY! 


* VIDEO FADER — Professional Fade to Black 

* Switchable, Dual Direction, VIDEO WIPE GENERATOR 

* WIPES can be DISSOLVED. art the Picture 

* Adjustable picture DETAIL IANCER — Soft to Sha 

* COLOUR SATURATION CONTROL with SPLIT SCREEN MONITORING 
%* ENHANCER BY-PASS SWITCH 

* TWO SWITCHABLE VIDEO INPUTS — to Avoid Lead Swapping 

* TWO VIDEO OUTPUTS — For Duplication or nee 

* FULL Sync-Pulse and Colour-Burst RESTORATION 

* ALL CIRCUITRY is ‘ACTIVE’ C.M.0.S. 

* MAINS POWERED — Mains Adapter Su ie 
* For sure with ANY combination of VIDEO FORMAT 


* THE VE1 x 


WITH THE ‘VE1’ YOU CAN MAKE VIDEO 
COPIES AS GOOD AS OR EVENBETTER THAN 
THE ORIGINAL TAPE! GUARANTEED! 


EATURES 
: COLOUR ee hy CONTROL — From nearly Black & White to Full Colour 
* VIDEO DETAIL ENHANCER — From ‘Soft to Shar 
* Automatic SYNC. PULSE RESTORATION — For more stable copies 
* Connects between ANY two VCRs or Camcorder and VCR 
* Mains Powered — Adapter Supplied 


— SPECIAL OFFER — ONLY a 
ORDER A ‘VE1’ AND GET A FREE! — 
A.C.T. AUDIO FADER — YES FREE! 


PaP 
£49.95 « 
_ This month only while stocks last 
if 
bys THE VAF “1 x 


RY Sd OUR NO. 1 BEST SELLER! 


* OVER 10,000 SOLD SO FAR x 
& LE 


~S° STILL THE BEST LOW PRICED 
®@ FADER AVAILABLE 


* Simultaneous video + audio fade * Variable sound on sound + audio dub 
using one control * Mono or stereo 

* Independent video + audio fade * Powered by internal battery for 

* Audio mix + crossfade portabili 

* Microphone pre-amp control * Full one year guarantee 
Hi-or-Lo impedance 


Sales have far exceeded expectations and the VAFmk1 unit is now 
used worldwide by amateurs, professionals, schools, colleges 
and universities. 


FEATURES 


PHONE NOW! 


— CREDIT CARD HOTLINE — 
— 0637-881319 — 


'!! FOR SAME DAY DISPATCH !!! 
* *& * A MUST FOR ALL VIDEO ENTHUSIASTS * x * 


* TWO AUDIO OUTPUTS for roa and Monitoring 
* ALL CIRCUITRY is ‘ACTIVE’ C.M.0.S. 
— A.C.T. LEADS THE WAY — 


— AUDIO — 


* ‘ACTIVE’ TWO CHANNEL AUDIO MIXER — two i og 

%* MICROPHONE INPUT and PRE-AMP LEVEL CONTROL For Superimposing VOICE-OVERS 
* MASTER VOLUME FADER and GAIN CONTROL for Boosting Lo-Level Sounds 

* FULL AUDIO MIX and CROSS-FADE CAPABILITIES 


FOR ONLY INC. 


£99.00 i 


ALL OF THESE FEATURES 


VIDEQOENHANCER® 
ae / 


covoun DETAIL 


ACT.- ELECTRONICS 


THE ‘VE1’ IS THE BEST VIDEO-ENHANCER 
THAT YOU CAN BUY! 


FOR CONNECTION BETWEEN TWO VIDEO RECORDERS OR A 
CAMCORDER AND VIDEO RECORDER 


THIS UNIT ALLOWS YOU TO FADE VIDEO AND AUDIO IN OR OUT — 
MIX IN BACKGROUND MUSIC AND/OR VOICE OVERS 


UNIT 7 — BLUE LANTERN ARCADE — ST. COLUMB MAJOR — CORNWALL — TR9 6RL) 
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Bauer VCE-412 — Video camera — £1500 


NO COMPETITION 


Shock horror — our first separate video camera report 
for 18 months! Reg Miles unearths his portable recorder 
to check out the well-specified Bauer Bosch VCE-412 


THIS BAUER is a clone of Panasonic's 
WVP-F10/200 system camera, (selling 
at the same price of £1500) and it’s the 
first the company has offered for some 
time since camcorders achieved 
popularity. 

Like the Panasonic original, the VCE- 
412 is aimed at light professional users, 
who want more facilities and extra 
flexibility they can’t get with amateur 
camcorders. 

One such facility is the genlock 
adaptor which enables two or more 
cameras to be locked to the signal 


from a single sync generator; it can be 
detached to save weight on single- 
camera shoots. 

Bauer does not sell an appropriate 
portable recorder to accompany the 
camera, so | used Panasonic’s VHS 
NV-180, which can be remote con- 
trolled from the camera. 


Description 


A 17mm CCD image chip is used. This 


means that the ‘standard’ focal length 
is 16mm; therefore the 10.5-126mm, 


The new Bauer 412 is one of a rare breed — a separate video camera. 
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f1.6 lens has a range varying from 
0.65x to 7.9x the normal image size — 
in other words a moderate wide angle 
to a good telephoto. 

The latter is really necessary because 
there is only manual focusing and the 
consequent magnification and limited 
depth of field make life easier — 
although itstill requires practice to track 
a moving subject. 

Manual zooming is particularly 
smooth and light with the power facility 
‘declutched’. When it isn’t, there are 


two power speeds of around 7 or 10 > 
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4 seconds from end to end of the zoom. 


The only minus point is that the zoom 
rocker is on the front of the handgrip 
where its somewhat awkward to 
operate. 

The 25mm black-and-white view- 
finder screen showed a fraction less 
than was recorded. It can be viewed 
directly, or through the usual magnify- 
ing lens with eyesight correction. 

The eyepiece can be adjusted 
through 180°, and the whole view- 
finder has enough lateral adjustment 
for left eye use. Longitudinal adjust- 
ment is accommodated by the sliding 
shoulder support, moving the whole 
camera. A comprehensive on-screen 


AT A GLANCE 
What's Good 
Range of features 


Lens interchangeability 
Genlock adaptor 


What's Bad 
Not cheap! 


Ease of use 
Looks 


>PPPP Excellent >> >> Good >PP Fair 
>> Basic >» Poor 


The good old days. 
Separate video 
camera, recorder and 
tuner/timer — from 
Bauer and Bosch! 


status display is included — and a 12- 
character title, date or time for 
recording. ' 

An auto iris coped with the majority 
of situations, and there is manual over- 
ride to facilitate corrections (although it 
does not lock the exposure — a point 
made in several readers’ letters). 

Manual can also be used as a vision- 
only fader, while the auto fader oper- 
ates on the sound as well. 

There are also two white balance 
options: self-adjusting, and semi-auto 
set in conjunction with a white surface. 


Performance 


These two methods generally con- 
curred, giving largely neutral results in 
daylight, tungsten and halogen 
lighting. 

Colour was well saturated in sun- 
light, adequately so in hazy daylight, 
and a little weak in overcast daylight 
and artificial. lighting. 

In low light the colour was faint; but 
as the noise did not increase overmuch, 
and the picture was comparatively 
bright, the results looked OK (the 
quoted minimum is 10 lux). 

In.good light the fidelity was reason- 
able, apart from a tendency for red to 
go orangey. 

Definition was good at 380 lines — 
a figure way above the. capability of 
the NV-180 portable, but still below 
that of S-VHS. 

A detachable stereo microphone is 
supplied (although the NV-180 is 
mono). This was reasonably directional 
and picked up sounds clearly — includ- 
ing handling noises. 

Two inputs are provided for external 
mics and a. stereo socket for head- 
phone monitoring. 

The zoom lens is also detachable, 
with a bayonet mount. This will accept 
two Panasonic lenses: an 8:1 autofo- 
cus zoom; and a 12:1 studio zoom, 


with optional lens-back controls to en- 
able zooming and focusing from the 
tripod pan bars. 

A‘C’ mount adaptor is included with 
the camera for screw-in video lenses, 
and optional SLR adaptors are avail- 
able for using Canon, Minolta, Nikon, 
Olympus and Pentax (but not Leitz) 
lenses. 

However, it should be remembered 
that, with its ‘standard’ focal length of 
just 16mm, most SLR lenses will give a 
telephoto effect. 


Conclusion 


The VCE-41 2 felt reasonably .comfort- 
able and balanced well on the shoul- 
der. Although the controls . are 
somewhat scattered, it was convenient 
to use. 

If you can make use of the genlock 
facility, there is no other competition, 
apart, of course, from the Panasonic 
original whose performance it closely 
matched, give or take a little produc- 
tion tolerance O 


FACT PACK 


Camera: Baver VCE-412 


Price: £1500 

Market position: Semi-pro 

Features: 12:1.zoom lens, 2-speed zoom, auto/manual 
iris, self-adjusting and semi auto white balance, stereo 
mic, genlock, optional character generator 

Camera Controls: Zoom, iris, white balance, fade, fast 
shutter. (1/1000. sec) . 
General Controls: Video level, title, time, date, 
recorder, remote controls, standby/on, gain, external/ 
VCR power, internal/external sync, sub-carrier phase, 
horizontal phase 

Inputs’ & Outputs: Connector for 10pin camera cable, 
internal mic, external mics (2x), stereo headphones, 
lens, pan/tilt; character generator, viewfinder/remote, 
video out, genlock in, OC .in 

Minimum lighting: 10 lux 

Power consumption: 7 

Dimensions: 175(w) x 245(h) x 370(d) mm 
Weight: 3.2kg 
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HAL programmer — Remote VCR timer — £1 AO 


NB, PHONE HOM 


Ever wanted to program your VCR via the telephone? HAL 
lets you do it. Nick Bellenberg takes a step into the 21st 


BEING THE sort of fellow who likes to 
live life spontaneously, | often go out 
only to realise that I've missed the best 
TV prog or film of the week. 

And of course I'm never organised 
enough to set the timer, first thing in the 
bleary-eyed morning before | leave 
the house. 

In short, | must be the ideal punter for 
one of these gizmos called HAL. 

Recently imported from the United 
States — gadget-land second only to 
Japan — this odd shaped plastic key- 
pad will connect to your telephone for 
two pee under £130. 

The idea of remotely setting your 
VCR's timer isn’t a new one, but how 
about a really remote remote control 
that you use to set the vid via the 
"phone? 

Well it sounded like a good idea to 
me... 


Description 


As was said, HAL is an odd-shaped 
affair about 230cm wide by 155cm 
deep. The top side of this truncated 
triangle is dotted with 15 buttons and 
six lights. Recognisable at the front of 
the unit is a remote control's infra-red 
ray window. 

Plugging into the back of the box 
are the mains power-adaptor and a 
telephone lead. There is also an ear- 
phone/extension speaker socket, 
should you desire to use it. 


AT A GLANCE 
What's Good 


Unique over-the-‘phone programming facility 
Interactive vocabulary. 


What's Bad 
Will not work with all VCR remotes 
Optional touch-tone keypad required 


Our Ratings 

Price: >P 
Features >> PrP 
Ease of use > > > 
Looks >P>pP 


>P>P PP Excellent >> >> Good PPP Fair 
>P Basic > Poor 
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century and chats to a machine 


The operating concept behind HAL 
is really quite simple. You program it to 
learn your VCR's remote controller's 
principal commands — then you con- 
nect it to: your telephone socket, keep- 


ing the unit in ‘firing range’ of the video 


recorder. 

Next time that you're out and you 
realise that you need to record a TV 
programme, you phone up HAL, and 
program it to start the VCR at the 
specified time, on the channel you 
want. 

You can use it to record pro- 
grammes on any machine that uses 
number keys to select the TV channel. 
(As opposed to those that just use a 
pair of ‘Channel-Up’/‘Channel-Down’ 
buttons.) 

The VCR doesn’t have to be a 
remotely programmable type for HAL 
to function. HAL acts as if it was 
pressing the remote control buttons in 
the same way as you would if you 
were in the room. 

So if you program the unit to record 
the BBC Nine O'Clock News, the first 
thing the VCR knows about it is at 
twenty or so seconds to nine when 
HAL switches it on, changes channel to 
BBC1 and starts recording. 


Now the actual business of pro- 
gramming HAL, whether you are set- 
ting it up initially or setting it via the 
‘phone, is interactive. Yes folks, HAL — 
like its namesake in Kubrick's 2007 — 
talks to you! 


Operation 


The first hurdle in HAL handling is 
making it learn your remote control. 
When | came to test the beast | hap- 
pened to have three VCRs with suitable 
remote controls available. 

Two of these remotes were almost 
identical Philips types, and despite re- 
peated attempts, | couldn’t get HAL to 
consistently learn their channel change 
commands. The other remote with 
numbered channels was learnt 
perfectly. 

As | said, HAL’s programming pro- 
cedures are interactive, with it telling 
you what to do at all stages. 

The voice is American, and by-and- 
large, audible — but has difficulty 
pronouncing some words. After | be- 
came use to the accent, | found no 
difficulty in understanding the machine. 

When you're programming HAL at 
home, the sound output from the built- 
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<4 in speaker is quite loud. Testing it out 
late one evening, and worried least | 
disturb the neighbours, | found that 
plugging in an earpiece gave a much 
more acceptable volume level — as 
long as | didn’t actually plug the ear- 
piece into my ear! I'd have qualified for 
a listening-ear dog otherwise. 

Conversely — and perversely — the 
sound is very quiet when you're listen- 
ing to HAL on the telephone. And 
there’s a detail I'll bet you've been 
wondering about! How do you tell 
HAL what to do when you're using the 
phone and can’t press any of its 
buttons? 

Well you use the ‘phone's buttons. 
Or at least you do in America, where 
all push-button phones seem to play 
tunes as you dial. This is known as tone 
dialling — as opposed to the pulse 
dialling system still in use in Britain. 

Some office ‘phone systems in this 
country use tone dialling, but it isn’t yet 
available to the ‘public’. 

To get around this you use a £9.99 
hand-held tone generator that gener- 
ates the bleeps that HAL understands. 

You hold it next to the mouthpiece 
and press the buttons as prompted by 
HAL. 

If you get bored by this, you can 
learn to use the unit to play Auld Lang 
Syne or Happy Birthday to You... 

So that ordinary telephone callers 
don’t get HAL talking to them, you get 
put through to the device by calling 
your number, letting the ‘phone ring, 
hanging up and then ringing again 
within 60 seconds (or 30, depending 
on’ which part of the manual you 
believe). 

When you get through to HAL, you 
enter a three-digit security code, that 
you will have preset yourself. This pre- 
vents confusion for casual callers, and 
stops other HAL owners dialling your 
machine and recording programmes 
that you don’t want to watch. 


Performance 


| found the system to work very well. 
HAL recorded all the shows | told it to, 
and that as far as I’m concerned, shows 
that it works correctly. 

If you find on purchase that it won't 
learn your remote control’s commands 
then you are, | would say, within your 
rights to demand money back. 

Problems could be encountered by 
users of some types of answering ma- 
chine. | have a cheap and cheerful 
automatic message-taker (Twenty to 
you John. What d‘yer mean you want 


FACT PACK 


Machine: HAL remote video programmer 


Price: £129.99 — plus £9.99 for touch tone keypad 
Features: Programmable infra-red unit, one event 
memory, interactive voice commands. 
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a receipt, Christ you like a joke don’t 
yer mate...’) which isn’t very clever. 
HAL doesn’t get on very well with this 
bit of machinery. 

If you have a reasonably intelligent 
answering machine you should be OK. 
By intelligent, | mean that the answer- 
ing machine should be capable of 
being set to wait for a number of rings 
before springing into life, and also of 
not operating if the phone is picked up. 

A separate mains adaptor is used to 
supply HAL with a 12V DC supply. 
Nothing wrong in this, but in continu- 
ous connection both HAL and the 
mains adaptor get warm. In fact there 
is a noticeable hot spot on the top of 
HAL's case. 

Quite a serious niggle with the mains 
adaptor, is that a ‘universal’ type is 
supplied. 

This has a trailing lead for connec- 
tion to a PP3 size battery that should 
really be cut off to save shorting. 

| accidentally shorted this against the 
unnecessary four-way plug that con- 
nects the power supply to HAL. No 
harm was done to either unit, but the 
clock settings were lost. 

Which brings me on to my next 
point. Besides making HAL learn. your 
remote control, the most time consum- 
ing task is setting the clock. 

Now there is a battery — two even. 
But HAL doesn’t retain the time on 


power loss — just the remote control 
settings, which | suppose is a small 
mercy. 


Conclusion 


| found that HAL worked well. Under- 
neath all the flashing lights and gim- 
mickry, what it does is quite simple — 
that is if you're a microprocessor! 

Negative points are really confined 
to the fine details of the machine — 
lack of clock memory and.its ability, or 
otherwise, to cope with different infra- 
red remote controls. 

| do feel that the distributors should 
include the touch-tone generator in the 
overall price, though, as I’d have imag- 
ined that 99.9 per cent of users in the 
UK would need it. No one likes buying 
extras just after shelling out on a major 
purchase. 

So, is HAL good value for money? 

Well it’s your £140. If you've missed 
zillions of chances to record TV shows 
because you're always out, then I'd say 
it was worth a go. — but remember, 
you can only program it to record one 
programme! Cautious, law-abiding 
citizens also should note that HAL isnot 
British Telecom approved. 

Naming the unit after Kubrick’s talk- 
ing computer makes me a bit wary 
though. Didn't it end up doing some- 
thing nasty to Leonard Rossiter?C 
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LARGEST wooo, Panasonic 
van BIRMINGHAM 


@ WE STOCK full range of Panasonic 
videos, Camcorders and televisions. 


@ Best prices and after sales service. 


@ A comprehensive range of Panasonic 
accessories stocked. 


en 
= VHS videos and camcorders. 


Export models of Panasonic VCRs and TVs 
also available from stock. 


ORIENTAL STAR AGENCIES LTD. 


548/550, MOSELEY ROAD, BIRMINGHAM B12 9AD, U.K. 


Tel: 021-449 6437 — Cable: DISCASIA BIRMINGHAM 
Telex: 858893 FLETEL G OSA — FAX: 021-449-5404 
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Philips RC-775 — Universal remote control — £70 


MEMORY BANK 


Have you got a roomful of remote controls? Nick 
Bellenberg tries out the latest ‘learning’ handset to 


rationalise the problem, the £70 Philips RC-775, which 
can store up to 740(!) different commands 


WHAT HAVE you got if you own two 
VCRs, a teletext telly, CD and DAT 
players, a CD video and a fully inte- 
grated state-of-the-art hi-fi system? A 
lot of remote controls — that’s what 
you've got! 

This little gee-gaw from Philips bills 
itself as the ‘RC-775 Universal Remote 
Commander’. Its mission — to protect 
you from multiple remote madness. 


Description 


If you own a complete shop-load of 
Philips’ gear, the RC-775 is immediate- 
ly useful, as it is pre-programmed with 
the remote control codes specific to 
electronic goods bearing that brand 
name. 

Buttons switch the selected equip- 


ment between: amp, CD, tape, Tele- » 


text, TV, tuner, DAT, CDV, VCR1 and 
VCR2. The face of the 775 carries 
enough buttons to give each of these 
units a fair crack of the operational 


ip. 

The good old record player doesn’t 
get a button to itself — must be a sign 
of the times (although it must be said 
that the commands to control a Philips 
record player are given in the 
instructions). 

An LCD display panel énsures you 
know which piece of kit is benefitting 
from the infra-red beams at any one 
time. 

A thumb wheel at the right of the 
775 adjusts the contrast of the display, 
so legibility can be maintained under 
most lighting conditions. 


Operation 


And if you don’t have a complete 
house-full of Philips’ fripperies? Well, 
you re-program the RC-775 to emu- 
late your own diverse collection of 
remote controls. 

This is easily done. You set the unit 
into one of its programming modes 
and make it learn the commands of 
other controls. The process is very 
simple, and with eight different sets of 
commands to stuff the thing full of, it 
should be a while before you run out 
of buttons. 
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If you want to reassign Philips’ codes 
to the 775, this is achieved by keying in 
the relevant command code numbers 
— given in the rear of the accompany- 
ing manual. 

All Philips’ remote commands are 
configured according to a specified 
system (no doubt to avoid the embar- 
rassment which would arise from unex- 
pected bits of electrical kit performing 
in response to commands destined for 
others). 

If you want to re-assign or devise 
your own command combinations to 
map onto the unit's buttons, the field is 
yours. The book of instructions holds a 
lot of detail, but after a while you get 
the hang of the two different types of 
programming. 


Performance 


| found the RC-775 easy to teach the 
commands of other remotes. Obvious- 
ly the unit would be the key to fully 
integrating an all-Philips audio/visual 
system, but as a general mimic unit, its 
capabilities are good, and its memory 
large. 

A maximum of 740 general (non- 
Philips) codes can be stored, or 370 
Philips codes plus 150 others. 

Four ‘AA’ batteries power the 775, 
and Philips estimates their life to be 
approximately a year — at a usage 
rate of 30 command presses a day. If 
that doesn’t give fair wear and tear, | 
don’t know what does. 

In use, it is a substantial but well- 
balanced unit. The function keys, by 
which each controlled piece of equip- 
ment is selected, mean that the fascia is 
not over-crowded with buttons. 

A clear plastic overlay goes over the 
keys, for use in programming. This too 
helps keep the clutter down, as the 
programming-specific legends are not 
left stuck on the fascia all the time. 


Conclusion 


If you can’t move for remote controls, 
and can't afford to replace all their 
batteries, then give the RC-775 a go. It 
might even be more economic than 
new Duracells ...O 
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RC-5 OTHER USE 


AMP cD 


TUNER 


REAR 


PHILIPS 


UNIVERSAL REMOTE 
NDER RC775 


TAPE 


COV 


F.SELECT 


ON—POW! 


PTEXT | 


VCR-2 


STANDBY 


ER—OFF © 


VOLUME 
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The variable high speed shutter . . . 


Gimmick or 


Godsend? 


Multiple fast shutter speeds are now commonplace on 
camcorders. Reg Miles considers their uses — and not 


VER THE years a number of 

video features have become 

popular, and have either gone 
on to become the norm — like picture 
search — or have fallen by the wayside 
— like nega-posi conversion which has 
gone out with cameras. 

Now there is one gizmo that is almost 
de rigeur on camcorders — a high speed 
shutter. 

Panasonic was the first company to 
introduce the feature to the UK, on its 
WVP-F10 camera and NV-M5 
camcorder. 

Then just the one high speed of 1/ 
1000 second was available, in addition to 
the normal field transfer rate of 1/50 
second. Now you are likely to get two or 
more, with speeds ranging from 1/100 to 
1/4000 second. 

Indeed the forthcoming Sanyo VM-D5 
has speeds of 1/100, 1/500, 1/1000, 1/ 
2000 and 1/4000 second, while the Sony 
CCD-V200 has speeds of 1/120, 1/250, 
1/500, 1/2000 and 1/4000 second. 

The trend looks all set to continue 
with the imminent arrival of the Sony 
CCD-SP5 boasting no less than six fast 
shutter speeds. 

So what started out as a little extra 
feature thrown in for good measure has 
become a sophisticated facility with man- 
ufacturers trying to outdo each other by 
providing more and higher speeds. 

Whether the ‘average’ amateur user 
actually wants more and higher speeds 
— or any fast speeds at all — is 
arguable. My guess is that after a bit of 
experimenting the facility will be largely 
unused, because there’s little call for it 
with ‘baby on the lawn’ and holiday 
movies. 

However, it obviously does have its 
uses, and here we hope to give you 
some ideas. 

The facility was probably first devel- 
oped for the Japanese market to enable 
golfers to practice their swings. The 
number and dedication of Japanese 
golfers has no comparison here, and with 
the lack of space in cities like Tokyo, 
they don’t usually get any further than 
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just for slow motion analysis 


driving off — again and again, so that the 
swing becomes something of an 
obsession. 

But anyone who wants to improve 
their game can benefit from watching 
their swing in clear slow motion — 
preferably immediately afterwards on a 
portable monitor. 


8] f course, golf is only one of many 
sports where slow motion analysis 
can be beneficial to the participants — 
football, tennis, cricket and athletics 
spring to mind as others. 


Fast shutters can be used to shift focus 
between near and far subjects. 


Unfortunately, most camcorders 
don’t have their own slow motion play- 
back; exceptions among current models 
are the Bauer VCC-826, Fisher FVC- 
P801, Minolta 8100, Sanyo VM-D5 and 
Sony CCD-V200. With other models, 
the tape will have to be played on a 
separate machine with good Slo-Mo or 
Frame Advance to realise the benefits. 

In fact, the best way to overcome the 
problem would be to have the camcorder 
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feeding directly into a portable (like the 
Panasonic NV-180, which is the only 
amateur portable) so that there would be 
no time wasted changing the tape 
between machines, and the camcorder 
format becomes irrelevant. 

If you're using a Panasonic WVP-F10 
camera, the portable would obviously be 
a necessity. 

The WVP-F10 in its 150 or 200 
configurations would be the ideal thing to 
use for bird watching with its 12:1 zoom 
lens. 

And if its 126mm maximum focal 
length still wasn’t long enough (even at 
7.9 the 16mm ‘standard’), then a long 
lens from an SLR still camera could be 
attached instead. 

No amateur camcorder has this facility 
for changing lenses, nor such a wide 
zoom range. 

The only camcorders to exceed the 
6:1 range are the Sharp VL-C650 and 
Sony CCD-V200 with 8:1 lenses, and 
the imminent Panasonic NV-MS1 S- 
VHS with a 10:1 range. The latter goes 
from 8-80mm, which is 6.4x the 
12.5mm ‘standard’ (its CCD is smaller 
than the F10’s). 

There are teleconverters that in- 
crease the focal length by about 50 per 
cent but unless the bird is something like 
a golden eagle, a converter on a 6:1 lens 
is still going to leave you short. 


fast shutter speed of 1/100 or more 

Mi may be ideal for analysing bird 
flight, but the wing motion isn’t going to 
be very apparent if the bird is just a dot 
in the middle of the picture. 

However, if the birds are attracted 
nearer by food, then you can at least 
record them as they fly down and away 
again, 

Domestic animals are also fairly easy 
to record — when they feel like per- 
forming — but wild ones, like’ March 
hares, would be impossible to approach 
and so it comes back to the need for a 
long lens. 

With camcorders that have a range of 
speeds, some of the potential of a stills 
camera is realised. For fast-moving sub- 
jects in good light, the maximum speed 
can be used. 

"If the light isn’t quite so bright, then 
some speed can be sacrificed to maintain 
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The clarity of the 1/1000 second fast shutter (left) is obvious while the normal 1/50 (right) is 


blurred. 


a good, noise-free image (even a speed 
of 1/1000 second reduces the exposure 
by over 4 stops). 

Speeds of 1/250 and 1/100 can reduce 
blurring without actually removing it 
altogether, giving a more fluent motion 
to a fast-moving subject. 

I used to think that those slower 
speeds were not worth including, but 
I’ve since changed my mind. 

If you're recording a horse race, for 
example, the normal 1/50 gives too 
much blur when they come close, 
whereas a slightly higher setting main- 
tains detail and the sense of speed. The 
same applies to other track sports. 

You don’t get the ‘strobe’ effect appar- 
ent when panning the camera using one 
of the higher speeds — certainly not:at 
1/100, ‘and not obviously so at 1/250. 

But, like a stills camera, fast shutter 
speeds have uses besides controlling 
motion. They can take the place of a 
neutral density filter if the light is just too 


‘bright for the iris to cope on its own. 


The Maximum brightness is usually 
quoted as 100,000 lux; that’s a lot of lux, 
but it can be exceeded when bright sun 
is reflecting off light surfaces, such as 
sand or snow. 

Another use is to reduce the depth of 
field, to put a background out of focus, or 
to pull focus between near and far 
subjects (the reduced exposure forces 
the iris to open up which narrows the 
plane of sharpness). 

So fast shutter speeds are more ver- 
satile than at first sight — and maybe the 
manufacturers intended. 

Major camcorder companies like Pan- 
asonic, JVC and Bauer-Bosch told us 
they certainly don’t regard the prolifer- 
ation of high speed shutters as a 
gimmick. 

But perhaps they would do better by 
highlighting their other benefits, rather 
than just the limited appeal of sports 
replay analysis O 


The Panasonic F10 was the first camera to feature a fast shutter. 


AVON VIDEO CAMERAS 


VIDEO CAMERA & CAMCORDER SPECIALISTS 
4 WARING HOUSE, REDCLIFF HILL, BRISTOL BS1 6TB. 


LOW LOW PRICES 
SANYO 


VMD 3P pier 
(includes 14” 

TV Free) 

VMD 5P 

Please Phone 


BAUER-BOSH 


VCC 526 
VCC 826 
VCC 626 
VCC 606 
Super VHS 
Please Phone 


ACCESSORIES 


IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENT! 


= VHS) LEADS 


Would you like to achieve the full resolution potential of 
your new S-VHS machine without purchasing an expen- 
sive ‘S’ terminal set? 


GRC45 Please Phone 


PANASONIC 


NVM 7B 


If you own a modern FST * with scart socket then all you 
require is our special lead. 


NVM C10 Please Phone 
a NVM C6 SLIK CABLES 
VIVANCO BATTERIES 
DSM MICS 
TRIPODS FILTERS 
LIGHTS LENSES 


F610 Please Phone 


MIXERS RADIO MIC 


(RGB) INTERFACE 


Please note this is not the normal video to scart lead! 


Our interface is available now! at £79.95 plus £1.50 P&P 
(allow 21 days for delivery). Access accepted. 


Call City Video on 0332 — 553024 to order 


*Subject to individual manufacturers specification. 


ENHANCERS 


FADERS 


Free. .. Free. .. up to £200 worth of 
accessories with most cameras 


BAGS ETC 


AVON VIDEO CAMERAS — ORDERLINE 
Tel. for immediate attention — 0272 227328 


0272 
Order with complete confidence. Years of mail order experience. 

227328 All delivered fully insured same day. FREE Securicor Delivery. 
Money back guarantee. Official orders welcome. 


Mon-Sat 9-6pm 


HEATHROW Hiri LTp 
90 STAINES ROAD HOUNSLOW MIDDLESEX TW3 3LF 


AKAIVS2SBR ee ncirsc. cic ceeee | SONY SOEVAOT. oii aes 
AKAIN SS SENG Sos dct edosee ose seie snes SONYSLV801 0) ..-. cctopeaeatats 
PSALM SOI cars os gcses chee tacos SONY EVS800 ..... i 


aR Aa Ae AMSTRAD 6000 ..... 

weqesneepaevaiieagngs AMSTRAD 6100 ..... 

HITACHI VF530 0. ecsiesccicscccecces PIONEERVR727 ......... 5 : SANYO VMD5P 
lay Set a a PIONEER VR525 oo. esessses | 

IVGMRIDB2O » oe ci ihe ae a | ; : . PHONE 


No ws Uae FOR THE 

PANASONICNVG40 2808 ..sccceccesseeseecesens SONY CDF330 
PANASONIC NVG45 ....... SONYKVDX27T.......cceceeees Ss LOWEST 
PANASONIC NVG48 ............... SONY.KVX25T ise elcsseoteoses 
PANASONIC NVG80.............-. SANYO CBP2149 Dip............ PRICES 
SANYO VHR4160 .......-. cee. SANYO CBP2558 ............... 
SANYO VHR4350 .... HITACHI TVs — Full ON 
SANYO VHR4410 ... Range we 

Sherman the PIONEER S CAMCORDERS 

ROC a So IN STOCK SHARP VLC650 svc or-sek = TVs & VIDEOS 


IN CAR SPECIALIST. HI-Fl — TV — VIDEO CENTRE 
EXPORT MODEL TV AND VIDEOS AT LOWEST PRICES 
RING US NOW. RING THE BEST — FIND US CHEAPER THAN THE REST 


01-572 1135 sanstowcernn 
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JESSOP VIDEO __..\ | went: 
CENTRES (1 2l/yonvlo 


WVIDEONICS Directed. osxciesurve 


makes you the diregtor and producer, 


SEE THE DIRECT-ED SYSTEM AT, YOUR NEAREST JESSOP VIDEO: CENTRE 
‘TRY IT FOR YOURSELF AND SEE HOW EASY IT IS TO EDIT ‘YOUR OWN 
HOME VIDEO MOVIES ” 


@Automatic video editor allows anyone Who owns a camcorder and VCR to, make professional looking movies, 
complete with titles, graphics arid special effects. j 


@ Works with all tape formats (VHS, Beta, 8mm, Super VHS sED- ete)? Can make movies in one format from 


original tapgs ade.i ina digferent formites RING OR WRITE 
FOR FULL 

DETAILS AND 
YOUR 

NEAREST 


@ Easy to use se with wireless remote control, 
on-screen instructions, built-in help. 


YsVieuw scene M=Mauile: Picnic at Frenz Lake 
Oone S= Scene: Suzie and the Bear 


On £199-2 


9months 


Jessop of Leicester Ltd., Jessop House, Scudamore Road, Leicester LE3 1TZ. Tel: 0533 320033. *Licensed Credit Broker. 
Written quotations available on request. Offer available for a limited period & subject to availability and status. 


NEW LOW PRICE 
(= KRAMERVS4E 


In addition to the functions of the VCR — 


VIDEO ENHANCERS 2044 this model has'‘a sound mixing facility Composite video corrector 


£275.00 


RCT (micro, tape, video). Headphone terminal 
aie VIVANCO VCR 2044 e for controlling the sound quality. Due to KRAMER VS 11E MK3 Pro-Enhancer 
Video amplifier and enhancer. Supplies the variable screen division facility you £449.00 
signals to up to 4 video recorders achieve possibility of direct picture ST TE Te 


simultaneously. The enhancer facility comparison on one monitor. 
reduces any quality loss. Controls for 

separate colouring, brightness and contrast. £279.96 
Soft fade-in or fade-out of picture and 
sound. 


£179.94 


£50 cash Back| 


| WHEN YOU PURCHASE THE 


% VIDEONICS 


DirectED 
ON PRODUCTION OF THIS VOUCHER. 
Only 1 voucher per person per purchase. | 


G9 £79.95 ' 
: 4 Voucher expires 28th Feb. 1989 
Universal Scart Lead Set 19.95 This Cash: Back Voucher will be authorised if 
i Seyeent for the goods has been received in full. 
PRESS RS Se 
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JESSOP gear) 
(.. CENTRES 


IVC VideoMovie | |Heieeeult 


AND AUDIO IN OUR PANASONIC 
DEMONSTRATION CENTRES 


Also available: Complete range of VHS 
Video Recorders, Televisions, Audio 
Calculators, Telephones & Accessories. 
Send for fully. illustrated leaflet. 


O/ “FREE | | 
CREDIT Ne Price on 


td N 
ESSOP PANASONIC DEMONSTRATION Gas +OW PRICE NVMC10B application 
Manchester 1 St. Mary's Gate 061 834 8132 ICOLOUR VIDEO CAMERAS| 
VicieoMavie~ Edinburgh, 27 Shandwick Place 031 229 9854 erica-ei a CAMERAS 
~ Northampton 1 Abington Square 0604 230490 10E100 Price on 


GR45* Peterborough 8:Cowgate 0733.558728 WVPF10E150 pce 
Nottingham 32 Market Street 0602 418586 WVPF10E200  PPlication 


Se. a NOW AVAILABLE Wolverhampton 10/11 Queen Street 0902 310758 NEW SUPER VHS 


*F RE = te . ae v2eccD, VHS Movie available — all Jessop’Photo Centres NVMS1B 
CREDIT ever". | The Full-Size VHS Easy- to-Use 
: SH UTTER Movie Camera's remarkably wide functions and 


superb performance spring from Panasonic's 
pursuit of shooting ease, creative freedom, and The palm-size NV-MC10 
BAUER VCC616AF VHS C fe “/ viewing fun. VHS! G io vane Saeed i 
SCH CAMCORDER Ae ' ame VHS movie easier to carry. adding up to 


more enjoyment and 


NEW Baw PRICE © a i a ~- = e c g. bn Raghooe 


Av y FREE" i wus Q 7 && . _ 
CREDIT Panasonic CReuit Panasonic 
PANASONIC 


NV-MS1B SUPER VHS- ae Ta FREE“ 
The future CREDIT 


@4 ROTARY HEADS 

@ USES S-VHS & VHS 

@ 10 TIMES POWER ZOOM 

@7 LUX MINIMUM LIGHT 

@0.9 INCH ELECTRONIC VIEWFINDER 
mice nk @ CLOCK & DATE INDICATORS | 


9months 


PHONE FOR 
PRICE 


@ INSERT EDITING 
_— @ MANY MORE FEATURES 
CCDV90 


riche pa. THE LATEST BAMASONIC 
, MC6 


ae O7 


PS on : i=] * 
LIMITED STOCKS O/ CREDIT] omontns’ 
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JESSOP VIDEO 
S* CENTRES Uecs 


BLANK TAPES LS at 


ail order 


E30 E60 E120 E180 E195 E240 
AGFA i 2.79 299 — 450 
FUUJI 2.96 3.30 3.75 2.99 450 5.26 eta HIGH GRADE MEO 
Jvc 3.09 3.34 3.35 299 3.90 4.20 -~7[=—= Kopa kai q & co 
KODAK — 2993.50 2.99 — 5.50 STANDARD] > 
SCOTCH (EG)- 3.00 2.95 3.75 - 5.25 | SPECIAL pena a no SCOTCH EMG) 4.26:°4.99 
POLAROID ~ - - 299 - 3.75 |e189 Twin pack 2.50 2.90 3.50 3.65 (Ge) 500: L750 
BASF (EQ) - - 2.75 360 — 5.15 £5.99 = 1.99 2.75..3.65 . SCOTCH 5.90 6.95 


GIeKeasywes £120 £180 £240 E E180 EC30 — — ggie.7 9 Ca ry ow\ 
PRO] 120 30S La 60. SCOTCH ~3/50 4.99 


AGFA 3.80 3.99 — JVC «5.95 6,955.35 
BASF 4.60 4.95 624 SCOTCH 5.90- 695 — T2L4ROID KODAK», — 3.99 

meee > aes : FERN LU MATIC rus 
icdirth dedi sate FREE SCOTCH TWIN PACKS> | WAYZNAICHANEI 


SUPER 
E60 £120 E180 E240 EC30 AGFA C90 AUDIO E180 £6.95 KCA-20 8.83 
FUJI 3.75 4.75 5.26 -— 4.99 KODAK E180. TAPE (worth around E120 £4.26 KCA-30 10.99 
Jvc - 435 449 - 4.60 (Eastman,Pro) £1.00) with every KCA-60 14.81 


KODAK (XHG) —  — i ge te ge £6.54 Agfa E180 Twin,Pack VCC TAPES 

SCOTCH (EXG) — 4.26 4.99 6.75 5.26 \ Only £5.95 BASF 480 £7.90 SCOTCH HEAD 

BASF Da hae. mee GMI, P5320 P5-60 P5.90 | wre reas 
KODAK E180 VHS - £8.95. 


E120 E180 E240 ren SUPER Kodak 6.50 8.25 9:95 } BETA £8.95 
TRIPLE PACK | scotch 6.35 8.25 9.95 


Jvc ppb ompact [ilte® FUJI £180 
SCOTCH 5.40 8. Sami GRADE PRO £9:99 Sony 5.99 6.99 8.99 | VIDEO TAPES 


KODAK COTCH 5.26 p FREE RETURN | Baver - 8.75 11.509 POST & 
BASF 5 p “, 4.60 d ; Watt TO Fuji 6.24 7.95 8.95 PACKING 


FUJI 50 4. UJ Polaroid 6.25 7.95 8,95 £2.00 
POLAROID - «3. f a, THE USA 


The Amstrad 


) Televideo TVR 2 
DISCOUNT | eeneecmote controlvcr 
O N A L L Only available at: 

miei he nay Rd., 
eterborough, 
VIDEO | “ence 
branches 


TAPES 


se ce ee ee ee ee ce ee ee [20 screen with combined fully programmable video recorder £499.95 


BUY ANY MIX AMSTR AD VIDEO* AMSTR AD 
OF 10 TAPES THE FAMILY VIDEO Ce The Amstrad VCR 4700 
AN D G E a i 10% ® VHS-C Format _— Fully programmable remote control 


; Fully Portable plus 8 hour 
Record Only a / laying ti f Shr | 
DISCOUNT ON ~~“ tie | Seagal NEW LOW 


- one touch 


operation 
TH E ABOVE ® Fixed Focus 
® Instant Replay 


ADVE RTISE D on Domestic na 
PRICES! NOW IN STOCK 


TWIN & TRIPLE PACKS COUNT. Price includes Battery, Tape, AC Adapter Al if FREE 10% deposit. 
AS ONE TAPE ONLY & Cassette Adapter to VHS CREDIT  é months. 
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JESSOP VIDEO 


() CENTRES 


THE | 8mm CAMCORDER KIT 


canon 70s 


8mm VIDEO CAMERA 
& RECORDER 


Compact, lightweight, 
easy-to-use design, giving 
single-handed shooting 

for up to 3 hours on a 

single cassette! Just 2 

steps to catch the action! 

1 turn on - 2 shoot. 
Everything you need to shoot 


and play. NEW LOW 


AE 


& RECORDER’ 


Advanced féatures include: 
@ X8 ZOOM LENS uae 


9months 


FREE CREDIT 


OTE CONTROL 
@%"CCD 420,000 & 


FACILITY 


Dy 


JVC cr - 


@CAMCORDER/PLAYER 

@NEW AUTOFOCUS 
SYSTEM 

@HIGH-TECH 
SPECIFICATIO 

@6:1 ZOOM LENS 


LATEST MODEL 


- ASOE 


Wo 9 


07 


*FREE...... ; L : . : 
CREDIT FOR’ PRICE >) WITH FREE TRIPOD 


| gr iNou_ 
sz IMOVIE C-50E | 


INTERCHANGEABLE AUTOFOCUS 
LENSES 


Wide Angle. from £59.99 
Telephoto Zoom.. fren £79. 99 


STOP PRESS 
JVC SVHS CAMCORDER & RECORDER 


ARRIVING SHORTLY 


INOLIA 


a IMOVIEC-1 = 


An ultra-compact VHS-C camera/recorder with the 
world’s only Multi-Dimensional Autofocus System. 


COMPLETE WITH 
ACCESSORY KIT 


AND 
SYSTEM CASE 
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JESSOP VIDEO 
ssop We ge 


CENTRES 


anor¥eR SENSATIONAL liga 
NESSOP SCOOP PURCHASE 


osm.” 
BELTS 

12V 4 amp/hr belt, 5 segments, 

just over 3lbs, up to 3 hours 

recording time £69.00 

12V 8 amp/hr belt, 5 segments, 

just over 6lbs, up to 6 hours 

recording time 

9.6V 4 amp/hr VHS-C  cam@eor 

belt, about 3lbs, up’ I 

recording time r 


Model No: VX8400 HQ 
VHS Video Cassette 
Recorder 


@12 key infra-red remote control 4 

@8 event, 14 day program timer * 

@HO circuit for high quality picture 

@2 speed picture search 

@One touch record timer (OTR) 

@Simultaneous display of clock, tape 
Position counter and channel number 

@Auto rewind at tape end 

@Full 12 month ‘in home’ warranty 


£28 95 
; £14.95 
00 Use yours & a friends recorder 
to make your own copies. 
4 amp/hr Sony 90 belt 


AVAILABLE FROM ALL JESSOP PHOTO/VIDEO CENTRES 


Mai mail order enquiries only to our Distribution Warehouse: 
JESSOP OF LEICESTER LIMITED, JESSOP HOUSE, 
SCUDAMORE ROAD, LEICESTER Les 472 Tel: 0533 320033 
“LICENSED CREDIT BROKER. Written quotations onjrequest. — 
Offers available for limited period & subject to availability & status FU MDEOE 


time a: n ‘weight 
4amp/hr 13.2V belt, 3%Ib 
3'%hrs extendedirecording time 
Designed for professional use 


£65.95 


AVAILABLE 
FROM ALL 
JESSOP 
BRANCHES 


SEND FOR 


JESSOP SPECIAL EFFECTS 
FILTERS FOR THAT 
UTOFOCUS™», 
@%" CCD SENSOR, © 


COLOUR NETS: White, 
violet, green, 


MULTI- IMAGE: 367 each 95. 
DIFFRACTION: 2x, 36: 


6.95 
4x & 8x Diff/Star each 6,95 
PRE- SHAPED FRAMES (10) 


SPLIT FIELD/+3 

FOG EFFECT1&2 

STAR EFFECT: -4,-6, -8, 4.95 

FILTER HOLDER + MANUAL 

2.96 

HOLDER ADAPTOR. 49mm: 

52mm: 55mm: 58mm: 62mm: 
each 1.15 

(Specify adp size when ordering) 

LUXON 

VL100 Portable video light with 

8 amp hour battery pack £84.95 

Jessop NP22 Battery £19.95 


Protect your video from thieves 
£19.75 


mp. Tele/ outfit £89 
Sessop 0.423 Semi Fisheye re 
cro converter 
Video!Converter - Compact 
1.6% Tele (inc case), | £29.95 
0.5x W/A (ingicase) y, “£29,95 
Comp, Tele/wide outfit »),£54.95 
Reversible Video Converter 
2 in Tele/wide 0.6x/1.5x 
irevérsible {inc case) £49.95 
VIDEO TRIPO 


PX781 136.85 SX621 88.44 
Victory 460 

32N 47.16 WX851 
GAELGEasi-glide 

Fluid effect video head 48.30 
Delta V 39.95 Golf V 59,95 
Lima V 79.95 
VACUUM CUSHIONS: 

Small 9.95 Large 16.95 
3002 300W Video light 48.30 
3002B 100W 12V Portable 
Video light 55.55 


JVC PUBLICATION 


“Video Know How" only £2.56 


JESSOP ADAPTERS 


48.60 
202.60 
129.50 


)@ FADE IN/OUT FACILITY 


@10 LUX 

@ELECTRONIG” VFINDER 
WITH @/W MONITOR FOR 
RECORDING:GHECK, 


@2 TAPE SPEED 
@ASSEMBLE EDIT 


HO QUALITY 


SUPPLIED WITH 
EC30 CASSETTE 
BATTERY PACK 
A/C ADP/CHARGING 
UNIT 

OA UORISEP CASS. 


RF MODULATOR 


FREE 
JESSOP ACC. PACK 
CONSISTING OF: 
BRAVO 3V VIDEO TRIPOD 
ATLANTIC BAG LUNDY 


INTEGRATED TYPE 
VIDEO LIGHT 


FREE 
LEAFLET 


JESSOP VIDEO CENTRES 


ABERDEEN 31/33 Market Street 0224 573 140 LONDON (City Branch) 121 Cannon StEC4 01626 1021 
BIRMINGHAM 69 Smallbrook Queensway 0216326831 MANCHESTER 11 St. Mary’s Gate 061 834 8132 
BOURNEMOUTH 10 Albert Road 0202 296021 MIDDLESBROUGH 7 Newport Road 0642 230707 
BRIGHTON 125 Queens Road 0273 21493 NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 17 Newgate St 091 261 8280 
BRISTOL 98 Whiteladies Road Clifton 0272 742914 NORTHAMPTON 1 Abington Square 0604 230490 
BRISTOL 8 St. Augustine’s Parade 0272 293978 NORWICH 9 Westlegate 0603 617724 
CAMBRIDGE 38-39 Green Street 0223 323511 NOTTINGHAM 32 Market Street 0602 418586 
CARDIFF 41 The Hayes 0222 394567 OXFORD 63 George Street 0865 790086 
COVENTRY 21A Cross Cheaping 0203 229528 PETERBOROUGH 8 Cowgate 0733 558728 
CROYDON 12 Norfolk House Wellesley Road 016869565 PLYMOUTH Armada Centre 0752 672287 
DERBY 1 The Spot 0332 290419 PLYMOUTH 102 Cornwall Street 0752 669282 
DONCASTER 12 Cleveland Street 0302 341323 POOLE 91 The Dolphin Centre 0202 676289 
EDINBURGH 27 Shandwick Place 0312299854 PORTSMOUTH 15 Arundel Street 0705 822831 
GLASGOW 167 Hope Street 041 248 2457 READING 7 Duke Street 0734 508755 
GLOUCESTER The Oxbode 0452 300689 SHEFFIELD 21 Market Place 0742 755275 
HANLEY (S-O-T) 6 Charles St East Precinct 0782 286621 SLOUGH 26 Queensmere Centre 0753 693094 
HULL 15 Jameson Street 0482 226956 SOUTHAMPTON 19 East Street 0703 638753 
IPSWICH 51 Buttermarket 0473 210436 SUNDERLAND 57A Fawcett Street 091510 0881 
KINGSTON-ON-THAMES Ceres Court Fife Rd 015465622 SWANSEA 6 Bellevue Way 0792 456332 
LEEDS 51-53 Wade Lane Merrion Centre 0532 430900 TAUNTON 1 St. James Street 0823 272986 
LEICESTER Photo Centre Hinckley Road 0533 530121 WINCHESTER 75 Parchment Street 0962 53982 
LEICESTER 43 Granby Street 0533 556468 WOLVERHAMPTON 10/11 Queen Street 0902 310758 
LIVERPOOL 19/21 Williamson Street 051709 7887 WORCESTER 30 The Cross 0905 723400 
LONDON 11 Frognal Parade Finchley Rd NW3 017948786 YEOVIL 57 Middle Street 0935 76776 
LONDON 67-69 New Oxford Street WC1 012406077 YORK 2 Piccadilly 0904 645126 


NATIONWIDE COMPETITIVE PRICES-HUGE INSTANTCREDIT Due to circumstances 


Extended 
guarantee plan 


for TV, video and audio equipment 


All mail order enquiries only to our 
AVAILABLE 


Distribution Warehouse: 
House, Scudamore Rd., Leicester 
LE3 1TZ Tel 0533 320033 
TELEX 347110 FAX 0533 320060 


SECURITY DELIVERY STOCKS AVAILABLE IN ALL 
Main model video JESSOP BRANCHES 
£5.00 (Stocks may be limited 
Accessories (post) Please ring for details). 
£2.50 


Jessop 
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Licensed credit broker. 

Written quotations ava- 

ilable on request. Typica 
APR 32.3% 


beyond our control all our 
Prices are subject to avail- 

| ability & change without 
prior notice. E&OE 
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DEANS ‘or CDV 


* We’re open on 27th December and 2nd January * 


0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT AVAILABLE 
CLD-1200 


MARANTZ 


CD VIDEO THIS AD AND GET 


SSSHnni 
SOM 


—— 
—— 
Z 
= 
= 
po) 


Myatt 


283 EDGWARE ROAD, W21BB. 
TEL: 01-723 4630, 01-402 6660 


Ww 
VANS 


WW 
‘ 
HAN) 


PIONEER 


You've just shot your first major movie. 
Excitedly you rush the cassette back to your 
edit suite (well, push it into the VCR and turn 
on the TV). Superb colour, great action . . . but 
what about the sound? All you can hear are 
your own footsteps with only the faintest hint 
of what's happening on screen. 

Next time we think you deserve better. 
Something like our AT 9300 ‘shotgun’ 
microphone for example, with 4 times 
extended and directional pick-up for the most 
professional of soundtracks. 

Call in for a screentest soon at specialist 
video and audio dealers. AT 9300 won't break 
your next production budget at only £55.95 
inc VAT. 

Credit card telesales BSSHE please add 
£2.00 p+p. 

AT 9300 Super-directional electret condenser. 


PHILIPS 


CD ONLY £5.99 
CV55 PURCHASERS WITH 


Converts to general purpose unit with Omni-Cap. 
Complete with foam windscreen, battery, grip, camera 
shoe stand and %” thread adaptor. 


VOUCHER WORTH 


£30 


See our large ad for 
more details 


= 


The only complete transducer family 
B } CARTRIDGE @ HEADPHONE @ MICROPHONE @ VITAL LINKS 


— (A)audio-technica 


© CINNOVATION CIPRECISION [INTEGRITY 
Teclhhica House, 11 Lockwood Close, Leeds LS11 5UU. TEL (0532) 771441 
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Scotch Videocassettes 
guaranteed for life. 


Buy a 3 Pack of SCOtch Video Tapes 
and Get a FREE CASE With Each Tape 
4 THE PACK INCLUDES 2 E180 & 1 E240 FORMAT SCOTCH TAPES 


TOGETHER WITH 3 VIDEO CASES — FREE 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


* ONE HOUR'S FREE RECORDING 

* SEE THE DIFFERENCE IN CONTRAST, COLOUR & 
PICTURE QUALITY 

* EXTRA GRADE VIDEO CASSETTES FOR EXCELLENT 
PERFORMANCE TIME AFTER TIME 

* INCREDIBLE VALUE AT £14.99 POST FREE! 


* PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS 
MADE PAYABLE TO: LEISURELINK. 
SEND TO: LEISURELINK, 
FREEPOST BLACKBURN BB2 3BR. 


* LEISURELINK, 28 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. SEE 


A? 
ALLOW UP TO 21 DAYS DELIVERY 


Incredible Value at £14.99 POST FREE (=~ 


NOTE: LEISURELINK are so confident that you will be absolutely delighted with 
your purchase, Leisurelink will offer a FULL 28 day refund provided the tape 
format is still in Video use. 

ENQUIRIES MR L R FOX (0254) 681122 
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OUT GREATEST EVER WINTER SALE 


GALAXY 


IS NOW ON. 


HUNDREDS OF BARGAINS IN STOCK 


AND AT LOW LOW PRICES. 


JUST AN EXAMPLE OF OUR SALE ITEMS 


VIDEO 
AKAI VS23EK 
AKAI VS35EK (4/8 Hour) 
AKAI VS55EK (4/8 Hour) 
AKAI VS66EK (Picture in Picture) 
AKAI VSA77EK (What Video Winner) 


HITACHI VT520E 
HITACHI VT522E (4/8 Hour) 
HITACHI VT580E (Digital Hi-fi) 


MITSUBISHI HS-B10 
MITSUBISHI HS-B20 


MITSUBISHI HS-B30 (4/8 Hour) 
MITSUBISHI HS-B70 (Super VHS) 


PHILIPS VR6185 
PHILIPS VR6870 (Hif-fi Stereo) 


PANASONIC NVG40B 

PANASONIC NVG450B (4/8 Hour) 
PANASONIC NVD48B (Picture in Picture) 
PANASONIC NVD80B (Hi-fi Stereo) 
PANASONIC NVFS1B (Super VHS) 


SONY SL-V210UB 
SONY SL-V400UB (Editing VCR) 
SONY SL-V801UB (Digital Hi-fi) 


TV 
HITACHI 21” CPT2198TX (Teletext) 
HITACHI 25” CPT2578TX (Inc Video 
Rack) 


MITSUBISHI 14” CT1440 j 
MITSUBISHI 25” CT2534TX (Teletext) 


PANASONIC 14” TC1485 (Remote) 
PANASONIC 21” TX-2 (Teletext) 
PANASONIC 28” TX-C78 (Stereo) 
PANASONIC 33” TX-3380 (Super VHS 
Input) 


PHILIPS 15” CE1210 (Remote) 
PHILIPS 17” CE1530 (Teletext) 
PHILIPS 21” CE5554 (Nicam Stereo) 
PHILIPS 27” CE7593 (Nicam Stereo) 


SONY 14” KVM14T (Teletext) 

SONY 19” KVM19T (Teletext) 

SONY 25” KVX25T (Stereo) 

SONY 27” KVDX27T (Stereo) 

SONY 27” KVDX271T (Nicam Stereo) 


PLUS CAMCORDERS AND 
ACCESSORIES 


TIME & TUNE 
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BUYING 
A VIDEO 
OR 


HUGE 
DISCOUNTS 
ON CAM- 
CORDERS 


TAPES WITH 
EVERY 


IHOVLIH SINOSWNWd OAf ANOS O3N OANVS VGIHSOL 


01-459 7233 Ext 22 
OR CONTACT 


ARENA ELECTRONICS | A. & M. ELECTRONICS LTD. 
—— es | 4/5 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON W1 
TEL: 01-580 1577 


\ 6) VIDEO HI-FI CENTRE 
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SHARP GRUNDIG TOSHIBA SANYO NEC SONY JVC PANASONIC HITACHI 


et bee cee oe se [=r Ge Se Ee ee eS ee ee 


oy 


18 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON W1 
TELEPHONE: 01-580 5380 

245 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON W1 
TELEPHONE: 01-637 8913 


MR. O. JAY 


ON 01-580 5122 


THEN RING: | 


O3N OANVS VSIHSOL DIGNNYD dYVvHS 


PANASONIC] HITACHI 
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JVC JVC uvVvVC JVC Jvvce sve sve sve svc Jvc JVC JVC JVC JVC 


Jvc 


JVC 


JVC 


JVC 


JVC 


JVC 


JVC 


Jvc JVC JVC 


JVC 


JVC JVC 


WAIT BEFORE YOU BUY! NO ONE BEATS US 
WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE ADVERTISED PRICE! 


AS CALL COULD SAVE YOU MONEY AND VALUABLE TIME 
LEADING VIDEO, TV AND HI-FI DEALERS 


VIDEO RECORDERS 


AKAI 
AKAI VS23EK NEW 
AKAI VS35EK SP/LP 


AKAI VSA77 HIFI 


FERGUSON 

FERGUSON FV20B ... 
FERGUSON FV21R .. 
FERGUSON FV22L . 
FERGUSON FV26D .. 
PANASONIC 

PANASONIC NVG12 


PANASONIC NVG45 SP/LP 
PANASONIC NVD48 PIP 


PANASONIC NVD80HIFI ....... 


MITSUBISHI 
MITSUBISHI HS- 349 


PHILIPS 

PHILIPS VR-6180.... 
PHILIPS VR-6185 .... 
PHILIPS VR-6843 SP; 
PHILIPS VR-6870 LCD . 


PIONEER 
PIONEER VR-515 


SS55 SSSR 
SPP> SPP R> 


PIONEER VR-727HIFl .......................... P.O.A. 


SONY 

SONY SL-F25 Betamax 
SONY SLV-201 VHS. 
SONY SLV-401 VHS. 
SONY SLV-801 VHS . 


NOW ON DEMONSTRATION AT 


EXPORT AND TRADE ENQUIRIES MOST WELCOME 


FULL MAIL ORDER SERVICE AVAILABLE 
TELEVISIONS 


FERGUSON 
FERGUSON 14J1-14" N/R 


FERGUSON 14)9- 14” AC/DC N 
FERGUSON 14J2-14” AC/DC RIC .. 


Other models available 


HITACHI 

HITACHI CPT1476-14" R/C ............ 

HITACHI CPT2176-21” FST... .0.A. 
HITACHI CPT2488-24” FST T/T secs PAOLA. 


Other models available 


PANASONIC 
PANASONIC TC1475-14" /R . 
PANASONIC TC1675-16" /R . 


PANASONIC TC2175-21"... 
PANASONIC T02475-24".. 


PANASONIC TX2178-21" T/T .. 


PANASONIC 1X2472-24" T/T 
MITSUBISHI 
MITSUBISHI CT1447BM 
MITSUBISHI CT1905BN ... 
MITSUBISHI CT2145BM . 
MITSUBISHI CT2531BM ... 
¢ models available 
PIONEER 
PIONEER SV2103... 
PIONEER SV2502.... 
Ha $V2802... 


SONY KV19XMTV- 19” R/C 


SONY KV211XMTV-21" FST . 
SONY KVX21TV-21" T/T ........- 
SONY KVX25TV-25" T/T ...... 


SONY KVDX27T 


HI FI SOUNDS 


micw 


° digital stereo 


>» BEST BUY<< 


cam Afri 


EXPORT VIDEOS 


AKAI 
AKAI VS35EV PAL/SECAM 4/8hrs 
AKAIVS22*EV PAU/SECAM 


HITACHI 

HITACHI VT128 PAL/SECAM 

HITACHI VT518DS PAL/SECAM 
HITACHI VT538DS PAL/SECAM 
HITACHI VT528DS PAL/SECAM 
HITACHI VT498 M/SYSTEM SP/LP . 
HITACHI VTP5O PLAYER PAL/SECAM . 


Jv 
JVC HRD 211EM PAL/SECAM.... 
JVC HRD 566 M/SYSTEM HIF ... 
JVC HRD 158 M/SYSTEM 
Incl FRENCH REC/PLAY .. 


NATIONAL 

NATIONAL NVG9EM PAL/SECAN ........ 
NATIONAL NVG130EM PAL/SECAM 
NATIONAL NVG3OEN PAL B 
NATIONAL NVG33EN PAL B... 


NATIONAL NVG500MS M/SYSTE 
NATIONAL NV770EN PALB SP/LP 
NATIONAL NVGSOBX 


SSeS S505R2 
>>>> >>>>se 


SHARP 
SHARP VC779 M/SYSTEM 
ALL EXPORT PRICES PLUS VAT 


BARCLAYCARD] 


EXPORT TELEVISIONS 


JVC 
JVC C140KM-14" 
JVC C210KM-21” ........ 


NATIONAL 

NATIONAL TC450-14” N/R PAL B 
NATIONAL 1C1471-14" R/C PALB . 
NATIONAL TC2171-20" R/C PALB . 
NATIONAL TC2873-28" R/C PALB 


PANASONIC 

PANASONIC TC 1665-16" R/C PALB..... 
PANASONIC TC2175-21” R/C PALB 
PANASONIC TC2465-24” R/C PAL B 


M/SYSTEM 
M/SYSTEM 


PHILIPS 

PHILIPS 150N4321-15"-7 SYSTEM 
PHILIPS 20CT6350-20"-11 SYSTEM 
PHILIPS 26CT6470-26"-11 SYSTEM... 
PIONEER 

PIONEER SV2502-25” PAL/SECAM 
PIONEER SV2802-28” PAL/SECAM...... 
SONY 

SONY KV1440-14” N/R PAL B 

SONY KV1442ME-14” R/C PALSECAM 
SONY KV1882-18" PAL 

SONY KV2092ME-20" PAL/SECAM 
SONY KV21XSD-21” PAL/SECAM .. 
SONY KV25XSD-25" PAL/SECAM .. 
SONY KV27TCD-27” PAUSECAM 


ALL EXPORT PRICES PLUS VAT 


PLEASE RING US FOR ANY OTHER 
MODELS — TOO MANY TO LIST 


Jvc Jvc svc JVC JVC JVC JVC JVC 


VIDEO RECORDERS 


JVC HRD 700EK 
Picture-in-picture — Digital freeze 
strobe 
9-frame multi screen 
Intro search, channel scan etc. 


HRD 320EK ... 

HRD 330EK 

HRD 400EK ... 

HRD 500EK HI FI . 

HRD ae HIFI. 

HRD 7501 

HRD 3B7MS MW/SYSTEM 


VIDEO RECORDERS 


JVC HRD 750 HI Fl 
Hi-Fi VHS Stereo LCS program- 
mable unified VCR/TV, remote con- 
trol, 48 channel PLL 
tuner with Nicam de- 
coder, tape counter, in- 
dex, intro and time 
search. Hi-Fi Audio 


Long Play mode. 1 | kiddbsdllidsbal 
year/8 event timer. And much more. 


TELEVISIONS 


C140EK-14" RVC .... 

C210EK-21" AVC .... 

C140KM-14" R/C M/S 

C210KM-21" R/C M/SYST. 

CX-60GB-6" W/SYSTEM.. 

SALE SALE SALE 

JVC 2151R-21” AVC... 

JVC 2151T-21"” RIC T/T. £375 
JVC 2153TS-21” R/C STEREO T/T £415 


VIDEO CAMERAS 


PHONE US FOR THE BEST 
PRICE IN U.K. 


JVC JVC yve Jvvce Jvce vvco sve sve Jve Jvc sve sve Jvc 


SOUND BARGAINS 


H: Fl SOUNDS 


193, KILBURN HIGH ROAD 


LONDON, NW6 7HY 


TEL: 01-372 6731/624 3923 


JVC 


LONDON, W1 


62/64 WEYMOUTH STREET 
TEL: 01-486 9981 


All goods Guaranteed for One Year — Extended Guarantees Optional Extra 


JVC 


JVC 


JVC 


JVC JVC JVC 


JVC 


Jvc JVC 


JvC JVC JVC JVC 


Jvc Jvc 


JVC 


JVC 


8) 
> 
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Jvcoe Jvc Jvc Jvc JVC JVC 


Jvc 


MPS ARE THE NORTHS LEADING 
JVC DEALER 

The Full Range of JVC Camcorders 
including all Accs. stocked. We also 
offer extremely keen prices, if 
you’re looking for a good deal on 
JVC recorders, camcorders, TV’s 
and Accessories. 

CONTACT MPS FOR ACTION — 
CAMCORDERS 


GRC45 (NEW) Now in Stock Phone 
GRC7 inc. all access. £929 Laer = 
GRC inc. £5: 

GRC11 inc. £569 


ACCESSORIES FOR 
CAMERAS & CAMCORDERS 


(CGP50 Character Gen. £89.95 
Soft Case for Camcorders £39.95 
Battery 2 hour £49.95 
Battery 1 hour £39.95 
Battery 45mins £29.95 
MZ320 Directional Mic. for all Cameras 
£49.95 
Camcorder to 10 pin lead £24.95 
Tele and Wide Converter each £59.95 
Compact VHS Cassette Adapt. £29.95 
Wired Remote £9.95 
TL37 Mic. Boom £16.95 
TAPS55U Telecine Unit £79.95 
AC Adapter & Batt. Charger £109.95 
Car Cord £49.95 
Car Charger & Power Supply £69.95 


JXC7 VIDEO CORRECTOR 
AND ENHANCER ASK FOR A 


DEMO £234.95 


MANY ACCESSORIES LISTED SUITABLE 
FOR JVC CLONES 
PHONE FOR DETAILS 


JVC LAUNCH SUPER VHS NEW HITECH 
MACHINES ag THIS MONTH 


DISCOUNT TAPE PRICES 


NOW IN STOCK — 


MAXELL 


Please ring your requirements 


STANDARD 

Standard Each 10 Plus Each 10 Plus Each 10 Plus 

E30 2.68 2.55 2.77 2.64 2.83 2.70 

E60 2.77 2.65 2.90 2.77 3.09 2.96 

E120 2.89 2.77 3.17 3.02 3.27 3.13 

E180 3.08 2.94 3.19 2.99 3.33 3.18 

E240 4.02 3.84 4.09 3.90 4.50 431 

Super HG EXTRA HIGH GRADE 

E30 3.02 2.90 3.41 3.24 

E60 3.53 3.37 3.68 3.51 

E120 3.55 3.40 4.09 3.90 4.56 5.34, 

E180 3.82 3.65 4.62 4.42 4.89 4.66 

E240 441 4.22 5.66 5.39 6.26 5.98 

Hi Fi HG HI Fl SOUND HIGH GRADE TAPE 

£120 SHG 4.35 4.16 3.94 3.75 

E180 4.43 4.23 4.44 4.23 5.29 5.03 

E30 4.28 4.09 4.71 4.48 

E60 5.76 5.49 

E120 5.27 5.04 oe — as ate 

E180 6.20 5.93 : r . 
ASK ABOUT SPECIALS ON VARIOUS NON-STOCK LINES £500 PRO X 

E.G. HIGH GRADE E180 @ £2.99 WHILE STOCKS LAST £5.15 in 10's 
8mm HEAD CLEANER £9.95 £5.49 each 

8mm 1 ROCK BOTTOM PRICES ON 8mm TAPE SONY 

P5.15 FUJI METAL PARTICLE 2.99 2.99 

P5.30 4.95 rie pets pee 

P5.60 5.76 . ; . 

P5.90 7.02 6.72 7,99 7.45 

EACH 10+ TO ORDER TAPE TEL 091 261 8166 

High Grade 4.13 3.75 Access/Bcard Orders Welcome All Prices. Schools, Colleges 

Super HG 4.60 4.18 etc. Order No Problem. oe. {E P&P on All Orders. 

Pp 5.99 5.23 10 Tapes £2.50 30 Tapes £4 

grag of 12.99 11.99 20 Tapes £3.50 40 Tapes plus £5.00 per order 

BULK ORDERS = EXTRA DISCOUNTS 


SSIONAL 
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NEW LOWER PRICES ON VIDEO TAPE 
MPS OFFER THE LOWEST PRICES ON QUANTITY VIDEO TAPE 
SAME DAY DESPATCH WHERE POSSIBLE — PHONE UP & STOCK UP 


MPS PROFESSIONAL 


JVC RECORDERS 


HRD-530EK Digital Stereo 
HRD-400EK Hi Fi 
HRD-330EK 4 Head 
HRD-230EK Long Play Remote Program 
HRD-320EK Budget Beater 
Phone For Very Best Prices 


DISCONTINUED ACCESORIES 


HRS10, HRC3 Ferguson Portables Car Cord 
£29.95 
BB3EK Battery Charger £29.95 
NPE4U 30 min. Battery £49.95 
ACPSEK AC Adapter £59.95 
Remote for HRC3 £8.95 
Case for HRC3 £9.95 
Rec. Case to fit HRS10 £39.95 
JVC MONITORS 
6 inch Portable TV & Monitor 12 volt or mains 
ONLY £299.95 
20 inch TV Monitor, Full Remote £339 


VIDEO REPAIRS 


Having problems, MPS are 
Authorised Repair Agents for 
All Major Manufacturers, JVC, 
SONY, FERGUSON, CANON 
etc. Contact us for advice and 
a free estimate, insurance 
claims handled. Collection 
and Delivery Arranged. 


261 8166 


AND SAY GOODBYE 
TO YOUR PROBLEMS 


JI OR JVC DUPE 


Boxes of 10 


E30 £19.60 E60 £22.80 E90 £24.60 E105 £26.50 
E120 £27.40 E135 £28.80 £150 £31.10 E180 £33.10 


MPS PROFESSI 
Mi 


VIDEO KNOW-HOW 


NEW DIGITAL F330 Digital Phone 
CCD V100E Video 8 Pro (inc. SPECIAL 
Accessories and Case) DEAL PHONE 
V90 Pro Phone 
New V30 Handycam Phone 
VIDEO 8 VIDEO RECORDERS 

EV A300UB AFM Hi-Fi Sound £299.95 
EV S800UB PCM 6-ch Stereo Phone 


XVT 500 Phone for 
XVC 700 Prices & 
XVC 600 Details 


SONY TVS — ALL MODELS AVAILABLE AT 
DISCOUNT PRICES. 
NEW XRTU NOW IN STOCK. 


MISC. ACCS. 


RF U87 RF Adapter £49.95 
MBUB System Tray £34.95 
SONY F1 ACCS Some avail. PHONE 
LC370 System Case £39.00 


BETAMAX VIDEO RECORDERS mi 


SL F30UB 19.95 


Wide-Conversion Lens. Sony £99.95 
Tele-Conversion Lens. Sony £99.95 
MPS Tele £59.95 
MPS Wide £59.95 
Both Lenses £99,95 
PROFEEL 
PHON OR DEAL O 
NEW PROFEEL SYSTEM 
NEW VHS RECORDER 


SLV 201 PHO! 


MPS FOR LOW PRIC 


NEW FROM PANASONIC 
NVM10 CAMCORDER 
SPECIAL PRICE 
£1169 
ALSO IN STOCK 
NEW PANASONIC M7 


Phone For Best Price 


M5 FULL SIZE VHS SYSTEM 
IN STOCK PHONE 
ABOVE COMPLETE WITH ALL ACCS. 


Fi0 CAMERA FROM MPS 


am, 


F10 200 8x Auto Focus Phone 
F200 Camera 12x Zoom 
Genlock Facility Phone 
NV180 Portable VHS with Case Phone 
AC Adapter/Charger £79.95 
WVB 30 Batt. £34.95 
Batt. for NV100/Canon VR10 
Edit Controller 2x NV180/NV100/ 
‘Olympus 101 £129.95 
Car Cord NV180 & 100 £19.95 
Battery for NV100 £39.95 
AGG400 HI-Fl PORTABLE Phone 
Case for AG6400 £69.95 
Main Unit & Batt. Charger £199.95 
Batts. £36.00 
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£59.95 
£29.95 
£269.95 

£79.95 


RM84 Wired Remote Controller 
RMT E1S Transmitter Controller 
HVR 200 Pan Tilter 

New Wireless RM151K 
OTHER PLEASE PHONE 


VIDEO LIGHTS ATTACHMENTS 
HVL 50D/S0D Video Light 
VCT 35L Video Light Attachment 


ECM K100 Electret Condenser 
SAD 100 External Microphone 
Shoe 

Sony Tie Clip Mic 
ECM K120 3 Way 


BATTERIES/CHARGERS 


ACP 88 Multi Voltage AC Pack 
Battery Change 100v-240v 
DCC 16AE Car Battery Cord 
DCP 80 DC Adapter 

ACVB Incl. NP22 Battery 

BP 400 Batt Belt 


NP22 Batt VB & Pro 8 — Fuji £29.95 
NP1 Batt F1 etc. £39.95 
NP11 Batt Betamovie £29.95 
Pro 8 MPS Belt Direct Fit £79.95 
BCA 80/85 Charger £49.95 
NP4000 Batt. Pack V8 £119.95 
HVL10D £36.95 ; 
MPS Portable Lighting Kit Batt 

Charger 100 watt lamp £69.95 
LCV 87 Cam. Jacket Pro 8 £54.95 
LCV 803/813 Hard Carrying Case £98.95 
LCV 805 Hard Carrying Case £99.95 
LCV 812 Hard Carrying Case £99.95 
LCM 8 Soft Case £49.95 
LCC 8 Soft Case £39.95 
LC 730/790 Soft Case £49.95 » 
LCV 85 Camera Jacket 34.95 
VF150 Close Up Kit for V8 29.95 
MPS Tele/Wide £59.95 
VF 52M Lens Filter Kit £24.95 
VE 100T Lens Filter/Tilter Kit £79.95 
VF 200K Video Filter Kit £74.95 
VCT 80 Brace £29.95 


New from MPS the Sony Belt fits all Sony 
8mm Plus clones give up to 5 hrs recording 
time. Only £79.95. 


ES ON PANASONIC 


CAMCORDER ACCESSORIES 
Car Cord M5/M1/M3 £14.95 
Batt. M5 £36.00 
Batt. MCM5 £29.95 
Soft Cases From £39.95 
Tele/Wide Converter From £49.95 
Battery for M3/M1 (2 hrs.) £49.95 

MAIN VIDEOS 
NVG 12B £349.95 
NVG 40 PHONE 
NVG 18B £429.95 
NVG 65B £515.00 
NVG 25 £449.95 
TV MONITORS 

PANASONIC MONITORS 


Ring for Details and Prices 


PANASONIC INDUSTRIAL Inc. 
VAT 


AG6500 Editing VHS 
OTHERS PLEASE ENQUIRE 
PHONE A QUOTE ON SYSTEMS 


| MIPS SPECIAL 
il 


Phone 


NEW FROM PANASONIC 
NVMC10 CAMCORDER 


FLYING ERASE HEAD, HIGH 
SPEED SHUTTER, CHARACTER 
GENERATOR SUPPLIED 


PHONE FOR KNOCKOUT PRICE 


FROM MPS 


Canon 
Canon VAM oE7 (0) 


8mm VIDEO CAMERA & RECORDER 


INEW CANON E70 
1/1000th second shutter speed; very low 7 Lux, auto 
focus, self timer and interval timer, shift, 6x power 
zoom. 
NOW IN STOCK 
PHONE MPS FOR A GOOD DEAL — we've been 
Canon dealers for nearly 20 years and we're the 
world's best tryers. 
Canon E70 Kit, Camera, Battery Pack, Charge 
Coupler, Wrist Strap, Power Adaptor, RF Unit, P530 


‘ape. 
FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES IN STOCK 
Also available limited quantities of VME2. 


ACCESSORIES FOR VME2 
CBE2 Car Adpt & Charger i 
BPE22 90Min Batt 

CUE2 4 Metre.Remote Control 

EUF Arm II Left Eye Viewfinder Atch. 

SCE2 Soft Case 

MPS Soft Case 


£49.95 


£59.95 
Multi Convertor, Wide Tele & Close-up £69.95 
WC46 Wide 0.7x £39.95 
Filter Set 46 
Filter Set 46U 
CGE1 10 Page Character Generator 
DM200 Microphone Directional 
JVC Equiv. 
MM100 Mixing Mic 
SBE1 Shoulder Brace 
CPE3 Chest Pod 
MB100 Mic Boom 


VHS ACCESSORIES 
R20 Remote “ 
10 Metre Ext. £39.95 
£49.95 
£36.95 

Tele & Wide each from £59.95 


CANON E708 CAMCORDER 


New Camcorder Flagship from Canon. 
Full remote, lo-lux, hi-speed shutter. 
PHONE FOR SPECIAL PRICE 


MPS SPECIALS & BARGAINS 


Car Cord for NV100/NV200 Olympus 
& Canon VR10 Rec. 

JVC BBP3EK Batt. Charger for HRC3 
& HRS10 1 hour £29.95 
Profeel Tuner £150.00 
Orion Portable VHS £429.95 
Special MPS Car Cords for JVC 


HRD 2650 rec. £49.95 


WITH NO 
HIDDEN CATCHES 


FERGUSON 


SPECIAL PRICE FCO05 


Extensive features on this new VHS-C 
record/playback camcorder. 4 variable 
shutter speeds, flying erase heads, 2 
speed 200m lens. Only 1.3Kg. 


CAMCORDERS 
SALE PRICES ON 
FERGUSON VIDEOS 


FV10B, 
FV11R, FV12, FV13, FV14 
FC04 Camcorder 
FCO5 VHS Camcorder 
FCO6 VHS: Camcorder, Record 
Only 


ITEM DESCRIPTION 
Camera Support 3V20 3V20A 
Rechargeable Battery 3V24 
Camera Lamp 1KW. 
Camera Case 3V20 
Protective Case 3V24 
Boom Microphone 
ge avi 
UHF to BNC Adaptor Plug 
BNC to BNC Video Connecting Cable 
Car Battery Cable (Neg) 3V24 
5 Pin DIN/Twin 3.5mm Jack Cable 
Remote/Pause Switch 

Pin DIN to DIN Reversed Cable 

AC Power Adaptor 3V20 

3V34 3002 
3V20/34 10 Metre Extension Cable 
nee Remote Control Unit 3V29/ 


0 
Stereo Microphone, Twin 6mm Jack 


Plugs 

Mini Headphones/6.2mm Plug 
Active Filter Set (all cameras) 
Recorder Remote Control 3V40 
Bay Battery (max 30 mins) 


AC Power Adaptor 3V33/40 3V46/52 
3001 


Battery Charger 3V33/40 3V46/52 
Car Battery Adaptor 3V33/40 3V46/52 


VHS-C Cassette Adaptor Motorised 
Audio/Video Cable 3V33/40 
Camera Remote Control 3V33/3V40 
Camera Case 3V33/3V40 

Shoulder Strap 3V34/3V40 

Twin Phono to Phono Cable 

5 Pin/4 Phono Record Play Cable 
Shoulder Assembly 3V40 

Shoulder Assembly Case 3V40 
Shoulder Frame and Strap 3V41 
Audio/Video Cable 3V41 3V50 3C01 


3003 

reat Battery (max 30 mins) 3V41 
Hi Cap Battery (max 45) 3V41 3V50 
3003 £34, 


Car Battery Adaptor 3V41/50 
AV Extension Cable 3V41/50 3C01 


3003 
Character Generator 3V41/50, 3C01, 
3002, 3C 


3V41 Protective Soft Case 

Super Directional Manone 
Audio Dub Adaptor (5 Pin/4 Phono) 
3V46 Protective Case 


50 
ip 3V50 
Adaptor/Charger 3V41 and 3V50 
90 Min. Battery 3C01 and 3V46/3V52 


{onl 

houlder Strap 3002 

Soft Case 3002 

Battery Charger 3C01, 3V46/3V52 
Shoulder Strap 3001 


Car Batt Adaptor/Charger 3C03/3V50 
joes Microphone 3.5mm & 6mm 
a 


icks 
2'Hour Battery 3C03/3V50 
Shoulder Strap 3C03 


NS. 8288 & ZR KRRESR 
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STOCKS CONSTANTLY CHANGING PHONE OR WRITE 


TALK TO THE PEOPLE THE 
PROFESSIONALS TALK TO 


LATEST OFFERS FROM MPS 


JVC HRD 7000 DIGITAL 
New digital recorder from JVC. Loads 
of special effects. 
SPECIAL PRICE: PHONE 
JVC GRC7 CAMCORDER 
Voted Camcorder of the Year 
Full Kit “g 


SMALL QUANTITY — £899 


SHARP VCL 73 
New 8x Camcorder from Sharp 
now in stock 


JVC GR45 CAMCORDER 


EXCELLENT NEW OFFERING 
FROM JVC 
PHONE FOR BEST PRICE 


SANYO VHR500E 
REVOLUTIONARY 
PICTURE IN PICTURE 
VIDEO FROM SANYO 
SPECIAL PRICE 
(Full range of Sanyo accessories in stock) 


NEW SONY CAMCORDER 
Compact model, digital memory 
PHONE FOR PRICE 


SANYO VMD3 


NEW LATEST MODEL CAMCORDER 
.PHONE FOR PRICES 


Ferguson’s New 2.6” LCD Colour 
Monitor Now in Stock 
Phone For Best Price 


KRAMER ENHANCERS 


New range of enhancers 
Superb quality and value 


POA 


SONY V90 HANDYCAM 
Very Special Price 
on this excellent new 
camcorder from Sony 


Available very soon: 
SONY V200 PROFESSIONAL 


TELECINE ADAPTOR 


NEW FROM MPS 
Suitable for transfer of 
8mm/16mm film formats 
SPECIAL OFFER £29.95 


PANASONIC M7 


NEW FULL SIZE 
VHS CAMCORDER 
Flying Erase Heads 
High Speed Shutters 
PHONE FOR BEST PRICE 


SPECIAL PRICE £1169 


FUJIX-8 610 


New v light 8mm 
PHONE 
WVIVANG Ommeomnne a 


VCR 3044 AUDIO VIDEO 
PROCESSOR 
— Many Excellent Facilities — 
PHONE 


Also available: VCR1044, VCR2044 
All other Vivanco products available 


THE MPS PHILOSOPHY 


In common with all dealers MPS try to offer the very best possible deals 
on the best in video equipment currently available. Judging by our 
current levels of sales we think we have got it right. 

THE BEST PRICES, NO GIMMICKS, NO GIVEAWAYS coupled -with 
GENUINE ADVICE and UNRIVALLED STOCKS of system accessories. 
Not common with other dealers MPS have nearly 40 years experience in 
selling upmarket photographic equipment, and now of course, TOP 
QUALITY VIDEO EQUIPMENT. So if you want a good deal phone MPS — 
WE ARE THE WORLD’S BEST TRYERS! 


INPS Professional 


PHOTOGRAPHIC & VIDEO SALES & HIRE 
Image House, 17 Carliol Square 


MAIL ORDER A SPECIALITY 
We take a pride in our fast turnround. Most items in 
stock will be despatched within 24 hours. Items out of 
stock — customers have the option of refund. 
Securicor deliver any size parcel for orily £6.95 - small 
items by post £2.50 p&p. Orders from Schools 
Colleges, Government Depts. & Companies welcome. 
Access & B/Card tel orders welcome. All prices 
inclusive VAT. 


FINANCE 


‘Finance can be artanged. Callers with Access or 
'Barclaycard can take advantage of our instant 
‘credit scheme. Mail Order customers with your 
‘requirements. and we will do the rest. (Subject to 
appoval by Beneficial Trust.) Non acceptable 
customers full refund. 


Newcastle Upon Tyne 
Tel: 091 261 8166 
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THE MPS VIDEO ACCESSORIES PAGE 


TALK TO THE PEOPLE THE 
PROFESSIONALS TALK TO 


FOR THE BEST DEALS AROUND ON VIDEO ACCESSORIES MPS HAVE THE ANSWER 


TRIPODS 
Ackiee, 


To make sense of your Video-Photography you need a Fluid Head 
Tripod. MPS have a selection for all your requirements. Contact 
THE EXPERTS. 

Would you like a Pro Video Fluid Tripod at a price you can afford. 
We've got one, in fact several. 


MANFROTTO OF ITALY 
Probably the worlds largest Tripod Factory 
only make Professional Tripods 
MANFROTTO (heads only) 
MN136 Fluid Junior Head as illust. P 
MN200 Lightweight Fluid Head............. 
MN128 Mini Video Head ise 
MN116 Super Pro-Head .............c.ccccscccccceecsessseenees 
TRIPODS (legs only) 

NL BBN sic rckcceurestretancigtriudtp ame porbethaernc es cic aN 
NM028 Twin Leg Cine large ... 
NMO074 With Centre Braces ...... 
NM190 Mini-Pro......... 
MN132 Heavy Movie...... 


Many more to choose from. 
For advice phone MPS for a chat or send for leaflet. 


SLIK TRIPODS ALSO STOCKED 
Slik Easyglide with fluid effect head .. - £129.95 complete 
Slik D2 Video .... + £69.95 


Kewmodes Profess. Fluid.... dees 


MPS CONVERTOR LENSE 


Direct import from the worlds leading manufacturer as made for 
leading Video Camera makers, e.g. Panasonic, Sony, JVC, 
Olympus etc. These lenses are unsurpassed for quality. Don't 
waste your time on inferior products. 


2x TELE (new 


New from Kenko 2x Tele convertor, offering an 
astounding 100% multiplication of your zoom. This 
remarkable piece of equipment doubles your 
zoom, no = loss or quality drop. Truly amazing, 
fits all smaller type cameras and virtually all 


eliotn aanene Tn eT 


4x T new product 


Never before possible, multiplys your max 
telephoto setting by an incredible 4x. Ideal for Pe i a 
Naturalists, Sports, Private Investigation, ‘ 


Survaillance, and of course Peeping Tomis! A must 

for anyone with Long Lens Application. 

wishes ieh Ss naegeisaaiseetiavsiev dese SACRO POP £2 OB) 
(NB for serious tele work only). 
TELE x1.5 

Gives 50% more lens power without any quality 

loss. Ideal for general purpose work. Many 

hundreds sold, excellent value for money. 

For Camcorders and smaller type Cameras 

disyarfaicayeost bere: ceouivevgqabesk scx ee OO A ea 
For larger type Cameras up to 58mm £69.95 (P& 


(NB both allow zoom throughout your lens range). 


WIDE 0.7 AND 0.6 


Two wide convertors giving useful increase over 
wide end of your zoom, while still allowing you to 
zoom in and out. 

0.7 gives approx. 30% more and fits Cameras u 
to52mm, and all Camcorders £59.95 (P&P £2.50) 
0.6 fits all Cameras and Camcorders and give 40% 


overall. Suitable for all Cameras up to 58mm .. £69.95 (P&P £2.50) . 


TELE & WIDE KITS 
Tele 1.5 and wide 0.7 .......... ae 95 <gee 
Tele 1.5 large and wide 0.6 2.0.0.0... : 
All lens can be mixed to get extra discount. 
(P&P all order £2.50) 


MACROWIDE 
The ultimate wide angle. Up to three times your 
field of view, using Macro position on lens. Depth 
of focus is so great that focusing is no longer 
required. Give optically flat field, but can be used 
for special effects due to depth of focus, 4 2 
inches to infinity ......................., £59.95 (P&P £2.50) 
(NB does not allow zooming while fitted). 
or only £49.95 if ordered with any other lenses. 


Video dealers please note MPS require 
stockists for their convertors, for details 
please write 


MPS~ Professional 


PHOTOGRAPHIC & VIDEO SALES & HIRE 
Image House, 17 Carliol Square 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
Tel: 091 261 8166 


VIDEO BAGS & CASES 
MPS CAMERA CASE 


As above but larger, suitable for many bigger type Cameras and 
Camcorders, e.g. JVC GXN70, Sony Pro 8, Panasonic F10 100 on 
MVMS Camcordergand many more... . Only £49.95 


MPS CAMCORDER CASE 
A universal case of véry high quality, 


with adjustable compartment to 
accommodate virtually all: Medium size, 
Grey in colour, high va Cordura, 
= Hd spare a my <= 
solutely impeccable quality. Very 
unobtrusive only £39.95 


MPS BATTERY PACKS 
AND BELTS 
INTRODUCTION ‘ 
MPS belts and packs are made by one of the UKs leading 
manufacturers, chosen by us for there quality and reliability, plus 
simplicity or use. All oe ‘s and cells are top quality. Guaranteed 
belts are hand made from the best quality Cordura Nylon with 
double stitching and Velcro fasteners. Belt straps are unbreakable 
nylon webbing, fully adjustable with quick-fit snap buckles. Packs 
have webbing straps with comfortable shoulder pad. 
MPS offer unconditional 2 year warranty on all packs and belts. All 
belts and packs come complete with charger. 
Simple attachment by DC lead or Car Cord, consult with MPS. 
OUR PRICES we believe are the BEST in the Country. 


6.5AMP SLA PACK 


Star value, many hundreds sold all over 
UK. This standard shoulder pack gives 
years of trouble free use. Unbeatable 
value for money. Can give up to 412 
hours of recording 
cescssuessessyveseessversssseees £41.95 (P&P £2.50) 


13AMP BLASTER PACK 


Bags of power from this dual outlet 
monster pack. Ideal for the serious 
Videographer needing plenty of power on 
a limited budget 
sesssnsessnnseesensueseeseeess £09.95 (P&P £3.00) 


6AMP SLA BELT 
Star value belt 4 x SLA cells, giving up to 4’ hours recording 
95 (P&P £2. 


Our biggest seller ..... £59. £2.50) 


4AMP NICAD BELT 


Pelt, belt you'll hardly even notice your wearing. Gives 
approx. 3 hours recording on most Video systems 
we : £79.95 (P&P £2.50) 


ONY CAMCORDER 


New from MPS. The Sony Camcorder belt comes with direct fit 
battery. Shape for all Sony Camcorders CCDV8, CCOU100 pro, 
CCOV30, and all Sony equipment using NP22 type batteries, using 
Nicad cells. Its very lit and gives up to 5 hours coe: 
Excellent value £79.95 (P&P £2.50) 


JVC CAMCORDER 


Direct fit to " JVC Camcorder. Also fits Ferguson, Philips, Akai, 
Telefunken, ITT and many others. Gives up to four hours 
recording time . Only £79.95 (P&P £2.50) 


AMP NICAD 


This belt has two outlets, so you can run lights/monitors etc., at 

the same time as main equipment. Being of the Nicad variety, it is 
still light enough to be comfortable. £ per amp very good value for 
MONEY ..........sessessresseee cecesseessecasesseseseesses £149.95 (P&P £2.50) 


7AMP NICAD PROFESSIONAL 


The ProBelt in our range uses special grade cells built to take the 
pounding of professional use, these cells are normally found in 
belts costing two or three time this much. If you need a quality 
belt, it’s got to be the 7 Amp Pro 

Li rai Gai cccssseesensuseenyseeees £149.95 (P&P £2.50) 


[LIGHTING EQUIPMENT __| 


MPS offer a range of Lighting Equipment to suit all requirements, 
chosen by us for quality features and value for money. Large 
quantity of all units have already been sold, with many satisfied 
customers. 


PORTABLE LIGHTS 
MPS MINILIGHT 


Ultra ae simple attachment to g 
Camera Shoe, small enough to slip into 
your pocket when not required. 1 
watts of light for 30-40 minutes when 
used with 6.5 belt or pack 

only £29.95 (spare bulb eae 

(50 watt bulb £3.95) 

(NB. Not suitable for more than 10 minutes continuous use, due 
to heat factor). 


N.B All belts and pack are simply connected by 
means of a DC lead or car cord (except 
camcorder;type). If you don’t already have a 
cord, consult with MPS, most types are in stock 
at reasonable prices! 


MPS SUPALIGHT 


A compact 12 volt ty or side mount 
light with focus and 4 Barn Doors. 

Excellent quality. 100 watts output. 

Rated for continuous use, while battery 

power available. Rugged design give 

years of reliable use. ~ 
Only £59.95 (spare bulb £3.95) (50 or 100 watt.) 


MPS PORTABLE LIGHTING KITS 
Minilight Plus 6.5 Shoulder Pack, including Charger................ £69.95 
With 6 Amp Belt ........... A aan Si ts eéesththctihinbeanh 
As above with Supalight ADD............. : 
Other kits to order please enquire. 


PORTABLE MAINS LIGHTS 
300 WATT MAINS 


Feature as per Supalight but with powerful 300 watt output, very 
compactand portable ......................-. £49.95. (spare Bulbs £9.95) 


1000 WATT MAINS 


Silent, blower cooled, budget priced. Made in Germany by Flecta 
Lighting Co. Offers exceptional value @ £39.95. 


UNOMAT Lx901 GxPRO 


Packed with features: Superb quality, 4 barn doors, blower 
cooled, focusing beam, half power economy switch, side grip 
supplied, bounce grip and head. Very affordable @ £64. 

(spare bulbs £9.95) 


FLECTA 5002 PRO 


The super compact Pro light. New from Flecta. Rugged 
construction with 1000 watt output, yet remarkable in size. Silent 
blower, ¥% and full-power, Focusing Beam 4 bam doors. Total 
a3)” in a very portable Mains Unit... only £69.95 (spare bulbs 


PRO LIGHTING OUTFIT 


Features two Flecta 5002 Pro Head: Two 
compact stands, two white brollys and 
attachments, complate with stylish alloy 
transport case. 

lly inclusive price ........... £299.95 (including two spare bulbs) 
(NB. Due to size brolly do not fit inside case) 


LIGHTING ACCESSORIES 
Studio Stand Foldaway 
Super Compact Foldaway . ‘ 
Microphone attachment Shoe .... 
Folding Brolly white......... 
Brolly attachment, Ci 


Ball and Socket Head este tee aren 
GERMAN MADE, SUPERB QUALITY 


ALLOY CASES 
VIDEO KIT CASES 


Throw about ultimate protection. Suitable for transporting 

valueable Video equipment. Shoulder strap, Foam inserts to 
Customize to your own requirements, lock-up Catches and Keys 
Large 21%"«1714"x8" ..... Sinsdes atten inteceecdets ere A 
Medium 2010" 15" 71/4" £49.95 
Small 18"x 1312" x6"...... 95 


VIDEO PRODUCTION AIDS 
VPC1000 PRODUCTION CONSOLE 


British made. Give Audio and Video 1 
fades. Black to White Two Channel 

Audio mixing. Complete with Mains 

Adapter, Many other features. Send for 
leaflet... £79.00 (inel. del.) 


KEN MULTI ENHANCER 


Basic Enhancer with Sharpness Control 

and Video Signal Level Control. Made in 

Japan. Outstanding value. Leaflet on 

TOQUeSt 2A... .sccsccccsssssseeeseeccesses £99 

JVC VIDEO CORRECTOR JXC7 
New from JVC. This excellent piece of equipment. Give total 
control over colour hue, contrast sharpness, with detailer feature 
and much more. Special price from MP% £234. 


MICROPHONES 


MPS TOPMIC 


Fits virtually all Cameras. By Universal Shoe Fitting, Directional 
Switch sensitivity. Condenser type supplied with wind sock and 
fitted case. Banish unwanted Video noise ...............:........0Mly £29.95 


SONY HANDMIC 


Ideal for Reportace Commentaries, sound dubbing etc. A quali 
Hand Mic with directional characteristics. Very affordable at £24.95 


MPS ORDERLINE -— Tel: 091-261 8166 


Every day MPS send dozens of orders all over the UK and overseas, fully insured, by Mail Order or 
Securicor. Where possible orders are sent out same day — All products by MPS are covered by our 

joney-back Waranty if goods are returned in 7 days. So order with confidence from MPS. Access & 
claycard orders welcome. Official orders welcome. Securicor — 6.95. Datapost 14.90. Post 2-5. 


MPS The Best in Photography for over 35 Years 
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CCD V200 CAMCORDER 


@ Narration Mic 

@ Digital PCM Stereo 

@ Audio Dub 

@ Eight Frame Animation 
@ Power Zoom 


@ Autofocus 

@ Auto White Balance 

@ Five High Speed Shutter 
@ SP/LP Recording Speeds 
@ Character Generator 


@ Wipes/Fader Facility @ Macro 


F 
a 


THE XVC 700 MULTI COLOUR CORRECTOR 


* Colour correction—Joystick control adjusts 
overall colour cast, thus allowing continuous 
correction of white balance, and special effects. 


* Wipe contro-—Select up to 15 different wipe 
effects in 8 separate colours. 


* Fade contro-—Fade invout both video and 
audio, and fade image to either black or white. 


* Gamma Sk aycgeatate for correcting a 
subject which is too bright or too dark 
compared to the background. 


as video. 


INFRARED 
CORDLESS HEADPHONES 


ENJOY YOUR FAVOURITE 
TV PROGRAMME, VIDEO. ¢ 


MOVIE OR MUSIC IN wW 
GLORIOUS SPATIAL 


SOUND WITHOUT “y 
DISTURBING OTHERS 


eurren 


Dubbing Center 
Cap ape redo eh Amplifier) 

‘A-612 features a newly designed contour correction 
circuit and twelve audio/video distribution circuits. It is a 
full-powered new system that can make twelve copies at 
the same time. It can also be used as video distribution 
amplifier. For example, you can send a video signal such 
as a signal generator to 12 monitors. This is very 
economical unit for video reinforcement, and for service 
stations. , 

Here’s a high performance, high quality professional 
dubbing and distribution amplifier. 

@ Enhancer function: Equipped with a contour correction 
circuit that prevents video deterioration when dubbing. 
@ Split Screen: The enhancer/effect level control may be 
verified/matched in a signal monitor TV by. splitting the 
screen and comparing the original video with the en- 
hanced video. 

@ Parallel Monitoring: You can use two monitors to 
match simultaneously the original video and the en- 
hanced video. 


————— 


og 
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* Phase Correction—Adjust strength of outlines 
around images, useful in compensating for 
false outlines created by generation copying. 


* Audio Mixing—Allows editing of audio as well 


* Nega/PosiReverses a positive image to 
negative, or vice versa. 


Ultimate versatility in adjusting colour balance, 


correcting brightness, strengthening images, and 
adding wipes and fades. 


ee 


IDEAL CHRISTMA 


S GIFT 


TU-26EK 


C-140EK/KM 


14” (34cm V) Colour TV 


30-channel preset capacity @ 


a 
| 
a 


wt SHOULDER 


— 


Ds 


CART 
% | MODEL SC-P2U 
#* | NORMAL £79.99 | 


ys NOW ONLY 


ORDER WHILE STOCK LASTS 


as 


IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT 


DUBBING CENTER FA-612 


@ Video Output Level Control: Even when the video 
input level is not satisfactory, the output can be properly 
adjusted. 

@ Audio Output Level Control: When the audio input 
level is not satisfactory, the output can be properly 
adjusted. 

@ Twelve Output Channels: The system is equipped with 
a total of twelve output terminals; two in the front and ten 
in the back. It is a dubbing system which may be used 
professionally because it is able to drive twelve VCRs. 
@ Two Input Channels: Connectors are provided on both 
front and rear panels for easy access depending on your 
system design. 

@ Video Noise Suppression Circuit: The coarseness of 
contour enhancing can be eliminated by simply tuning 
the Video N.S. control. 


i 
| 


VIDEO DUBBING 
CENTER 


on 


a 


No 


vi 

PROGRAMMABLE TIMER 

LIST PRICE 254.00 
special orreR £49.99 


NOW ~ rhA 
CLEARING AT SS 


@ 7 systems (C-140KM); receives broadcasts and monitors prerecorded tapes 
for most of the world’s colour systems @ Full-function wireless remote control @ 
lulti-function on-screen display @ Built-in timer for 
both automatic TV switch-on (up to 24 hours in 1-hour increments) and switch-off 
(30/60/90/120 minutes) @ Automatic voltage switching (C-140KM): 120-240V 
AC, 50/60Hz @ Telescopic rod aerial provided. 

D: 370(W) x 342(H) x 378(D)mm W: 9.7kg. 


,. 


FEATURES 


. Twelve Output Channel: 


Video and stereo sound to make 12 copies at one time or 
drive 12 monitors. 


. Double Delay-Line Enhancement (Contour Correction): 
. Newly Designed Sync-Processor: 


Restores sync shape for stable, accurate recordings. 


. Split-Screen Display: 


Permits side-by-side comparisons of original and pro- 
cessed video on single monitor. 


. Parallel Monitoring: 


Permits comparison of original and processed video using 
two monitors. 


. Two Audio Channel for Stereo Recording: 
. Video Level Control: 


Allows correction of low or high video levels from the 
playback machine. 


. Audio Level Control: 


Allows correction of improper playback audio levels. 


. Video Noise Suppression System: 


Allows control of video noise in the picture. 


. Audio Noise Reduction: 


Reduces tape hiss. 


Camcorders? Video? T.V.?... 
we are the specialists! 


SQUNDLMITGE 


@ VIDEO ACCESSORIES @ AS 
AUDIO VIDEO EDITOR - 


Video Blanket wipe pattern 
generator plus Audio Mixer. 
“Add some life to your Editing’. 


LOW 
LOW 
PRICES GUARANTEED! 


Huge range of video accessories including . . 


The Ultimate Processor 


i £199 + £3.00 p& 
Ideal for VTR Editing and Transfer see rotal £203] 


CAMCORDERS/VIDEO CAMERAS — JVC HRD920 oA 
We GR 45 Poa, Grundig Vse40 POA. Vision Mixer £199 + £2.50 p&p PRInER 


A + B Key, Caption & Stereo Audio Inputs with at least 30 


JVC GRA 30 (New) P.O.A. 
effects. 


Telefunken 2892 P.O.A. SUPER VHS VIDEO RECORDERS 
Panasonic MC10 P.O.A. Panasonic FS1 P.O.A. 
Panasonic M7 P.O.A. JVC HRS5000 P.O.A. 
Panasonic ah Super VHS P.O.A. ACCESSORIES 


Panasonic Mi P.O.A. A . . 
Amstrad VMC 100 (New) BOA. Ve ENSGU Baty s20.98 Video Distributor £69 + £2.50 p&p 


JVC NBP8U Battery £54.95 


One In Five Out Total £71.50 


PAL Encoder £149 + £2.50 p&p BIM@EclRAETET) 
For use with Gen Locked Computers 


0.A 
O.A. 
VIDEO 8 
Fisher P801 with 1500 shutter P.O.A. 
Sony CCD F330 P.O.A. Panasonic VW VBC1E Battery £29.95 
Sony CCD F340 P.O.A. Panasonic VW VBC5E Battery £29.95 
Sony CCD F200 re Panasonic VW VBM7/VB30 Battery £34.95 
P.O.A. 


JVC NBP6U Battery £29.95 
JVC CCPSOE Character Generator £119.95 


Sony SP5 SportsO 
Sony CCDV 90 Pro 


Canon BPE2 Battery £29.95 
Sony NP11 Battery £22.95 


VIDEO RECORDERS Sony NESS Baty ESS PAL Colouriser £199 + £2.50 p&p BRSEIEVUINa) 
AKAI VS66 ROR: inivene Vueo Comes ee For Computer or Monochrome Camera Input. 
AKAI VS77 P.O.A. BNC-Scart-Phono-UHF £19.95 


JVC, PANASONIC, CANON, SONY, NEG. TOSHIBA, FERGUSON, SAMSUNG ETC. Audio Video Distributor £89 + £2.50 p&p 
One In Five Out, Stereo Audio Total £91.50 


Please send cheques for total prices stated to: 


COOMBE PRODUCTS LTD. 
21 MILL ROAD. LISS, HAMPSHIRE GU33 7BD. Tel: LISS (0730) 895278 (24hrs.) 
For enquiries and further information write to above address or ring 24 hour service 


MAIL ORDER 
116/118 ALFRETON ROAD, 
NOTTINGHAM, 
Tel. i 784015 


vee 


PAE OEE 


O7* 


The ideal ait for your friends the Video File transforms your video collection 
into a library. 


The Video File is a personal organiser designed specifically to manage your 
video tape collection. No more hunting for the elusive comedy sketch, check- 
ing if a tape is okay to record over or looking for a half hour space for your 
favourite series. The video file will give you all this information and much 
more.....all at a glance. 


: ERTE Products Limited, PO Box 66, Fareham, Hampshire PO16 8XP 


Ht PleaS@ SEND ME oo. cssosusnsne . Video file(s) at £11.99 each plus j 

l .50p postage and packing per Video File. 

| 

| | enclose a cheque/postal order for . ee 

| I 

i Name: . | 

Address: oe 

| I 

| | 

] Post code: : The stylishly designed Video File is supplied complete with a slip case (to sit 

Ae 89 i neatly along side your video collection), a propelling pencil and rubber, tape 
TEMES Tee OER ETT Tn ee numbering stickers and full instructions on how to get the best out of the 

Please allow 28 days for delivery system. 
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DISCOUNT VIDEO 
ACCESSORIES 


i" Videoquile 
THE VIDEO SPECIALISTS 


CAMCORDER MICROPHONE 


FLUID ACTION HEAD 
CAMCORDER TRIPODS 


Geared elevator column and quick release. 


Ni-cad rechargeable battery and sr ops 
Lightweight model. Audio-Technica Model 9300 4 AW designed for most camcorders with optional 
Normally £49.95 Our price £29.95 Super/omni directional shotgun microphone, complete connectors. 
Heavy duty models. with stand and accessoreis. MRP £199.995 


Normally £29.95 Our price £64.95 (p&p £4.50) £49.95 (p&p £2.50) Our Price £99.95 (p&p £4.50) 


CAMCORDER TELECINE CONVERTERS 
Transfer films and slides to video. 
CONVERSION ene 
LENSES MRP £49.95 
Our Price £29.95 
Set of wide (.57) and telephoto (1.9) lenses. « Model VO612 
MRP £89.95 MRP £59.95 
Our Price £59.95 (p&p 50p) me LE ET Our Price £39.95 
High quality x2 telephoto lens. A unique colour video processor and digital art, 8 colour : , 14TC100 
MRP £89.95 Our Price £69.95 wipes. Audio fade and mix etc. including built-in microphone 
Soi 1.5 tel | Model 1546. MRP £499.90 MRP £69.95 
MRP pep memrogst Price £49.95 Please Phone for a New Low Price Our Price £49.95 (pap £3.50) 


VIDEO COPY KITS 


CAMCORDER CASES MONITORS/TV’s 


Universal kit 3” - 6" - 10” - 14” 
Normally £9.50 Our Price £4.95 Best selection at lowest prices. 
Kit including scart connection. z 
Normally £12.50 Our Price £6.95 


CAMCORDER LENS CARE KIT 
Includes skylight 1A filter, blower brush, lens cleaning 
fluid, lens cleaning tissue. 
MRP £9.99 Our Price £4.99 


CAMCORDER FILTER SET 
Six filters — fantastic value 
Only £17.95 per set (p&p £2.50) 


Largest selection of hard and soft camcorder cases to CASIO 7V400 
suit most camcorders. now in stock 


from only £14.95 (carriage extra) Only £89.95 (carriage extra) 


MAIL ORDER 
Telephone your order quoting Visa 
or Access card No. and we will do 
the rest. All goo: subject to 


SONY TTV8 TUNER/TIMER SUNPAK CV300 7 


avai 


ability. 


Please note that these selections 
represent a very small inventory of 
our extensive stocks. Please do not 
hesitate to phone your specific 
requirements. 

Callers Welcome. 


Convert your camcorder into a home video machine. : 

Ideal for Sony CCDV8/CCDV8AF/CCDV100/Pioneer Camcorder light unit incorporating power pack, 

VEM 800/Aiwa. Can also be used as an AC adaptor. lightweight for mount a" er complete with 
Includes infra red remote control. 

MRP £199.95 Our Price £49.95 


Our Price £99.95 (p&p £2.50) 


Here's what “What Video said abou I S Fosse Road South, Leicester LE3 OLP 


“Leading Midlands Video store in 


Lsceser vichissotghiy pocedwih Hl TEL ® 0533 558818 BS ‘iins. 


more likely to sit on a recorder. TELEX : 342291 FAX: 600348 E&OE 9.30- 5.30 
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TEL: 01-323 4761 
01-636 8372 
FAX: 01-255-1591 
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209-212 TOTTENHAM COUR 
LONDON W1 9AF 


mm VIDEO 


FERGUSON FC04 P BAUER BOSCH VCC-826AF 
FERGUSON FC08 oh ANON VM-E708 


AMSTRAD 


AIWA 


FERGUSON 


PANASONI 
SHARP VL-373HA 
SHARP VL-C650 


NOW IN STOCK 
PHONE FOR BEST PRICES 


PHONE 01-324 4761 PIONGER 
FOR UNBEATABLE PRICES SHARP 
ON MOST CAMCORDERS 


@ SANYO 


oa MITSUBISHI 


CAVENDISH DISTRIBUTORS LTD. PHILIPS 
(MAIL ORDER DIVISION) GoldStar 


209-212 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD NORMENDE 
LONDON WI 9AF. 
TEL: 01-323 4761 
01-636 8372 
FAX: 01-255-1591 
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Each month WHAT VIDEO provides a comprehensive list of all the new software 1h] 
available. Divided into two main sections, we tell you the ratings and the film | | 
companies for rental movies and the price and distributor of those on sale. | \ 
Edited by Paul Andrews. 


COMEDY 


Aloha Summer (PG) 
MGM/UA 

Six boys in pursuit of fun in 
Hawaii, 1959 
Casino Royale 
RCA/Colombia 

As if Connery, Moore and 
Dalton weren't enough, even 
Peter Sellers and Woody Al- 
len are impersonating James 
Bond: so the real 007 comes 
back to sort things out. An 
untidy mish-mash of comedy 
styles, but this ageing romp is 
still fun. 

Dance Party (PG) Virgin 
Unmemorable 60s music ve- 
hicle finds ordinary kid bluff- 
ing his way to TV dance 
show stardom and into the 
leading lady’s affections. 
Dona Flor And Her 
Two Husbands (1/8) 
RCA/Colombia 

Interesting, funny and sexy 
Brazilian movie, starring the 
wonderful Sonia Braga as a 
remarried widow seduced 
by the ghost of her dead 
husband. Try explaining that 
one to ‘im indoors. 
Drowning By Num- 
bers (18) Palace 
Aficionados will be instantly 
at home in Greenaway’s sur- 
realistic world. Others may 
find themselves as out of their 
depth as the characters in an 
erotic comedy of watery 
ends. 


Dudes (75) CBS/Fox 
Variation on the old road 
movie theme features young 
punks forced to find their 
own justice. 

The Gods Must Be 
Crazy (PG) CBS/Fox 
Modest but fascinating little 
movie, which makes a serious 
point very cleverly. When an 
empty Coke bottle falls from 
the sky, Kalahari Bushmen 
think it’s a gift from the gods. 
Invasion Of The Body- 
suckers (18) Sony 
Maggots crawl out of peo- 
ple’s bodies and turn into 20- 
foot insects. Can't really see 
where they get the laughs 
from, though. 

Nuts (78) Warner 

Barbra Streisand has to con- 
vince the world she’s sane, 
which must take some doing. 
Police Academy 5: As- 
signment Miami Beach 
(PG) Warner 


(PG) 
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How do they keep coming 
up with new plots for these 
things? Easy — they don't, 
just new locations. 

School Daze (18) RCA/ 
Colombia 

Hard-hiting humour from 
Spike She’s Gotta Have It 
Lee. In the Deep South, seg- 
regation exists even within 
an all-black college. . . 
Three Crazy Jerks (15) 
RCA/Colombia 

Crazy because they all fall 
for the same girl. Jerks be- 
cause they don’t know which 
one got her pregnant. As 
predictable and unfunny as it 
sounds. 


ACTION 


Assault On The Wayne 
(PG) CIC 

Resurfacing after years sub- 
merged in the archives, this 
submarine sabotage drama 
starring Leonard Nimoy real- 


ly deserved to be sunk with- 
out trace. 

Braddock: Missing In 
Action Ill (78) Warner 
Vet colonel discovers that the 
wife and son he thought 
were dead are alive, if not 
well, and in a ‘Vietnamese 
hell-camp’. Unlikely to go 
down well in Indo-China. 


And God Created Woman Vestron 18 


Creating a stir 


REMAKING CLASSIC movies is always a dodgy business. 
But if you're talking about having another go at one of 
France's most erotic classics, and setting it in 1980s New 
Mexico, then you're treading very dangerous ground 
indeed. 

Here we have a tale of the love-hate relationship 
between a wayward ex-con girl and a regular guy, with 
plenty of passion and violence, and maybe even a moral 
message thrown in. The way is wide open for the whole 
thing to degenerate into either soft porn or sentimentality. 

Perhaps the answer would be to call in the original 
director and see what he would do with the whole thing. 
And mercifully, this is exactly what has been done. Roger 
Vadim himself had another go at the movie with which he 
unleashed Bardot on an unsuspecting world. 

For a start, Vadim puts Rebecca de Mornay into BB's 
part. An inspired choice, combining the sultry beauty and 
false innocence of the original with a very modem, 
streetwise femininity, de Mornay commands the screen as 
the girl who capitalises on two very different chance 
meetings — with ambitious politician Tiernan (Frank Lan- 
gella) and down-to-earth carpenter Billy (Vincent Spano) 
— as her ticket out of prison. 

Once on the outside, developing relationships with each 
highlight the dilemma in her own personality: a clash 
between the need for stability on one hand, fulfilment on 
the other. 

If our heroirle’s rapid swings of mood do sometimes look 
ragged, the filfn nevertheless succeeds by treading exactly 
the thin line bétween art and box office. 

With as much commercial appeal as anything out of 
Hollywood, but without betraying his own European 
tradition, Vadim pulls off that rare combination of pace 


_and visual appeal that makes you want to wind straight 


back and watch it over again — Paul Andrews. 


CAT Squad Il: Oper- 


ation Python Wolf (75) 
Braveworld 

South African Nazis with an 
A-bomb provide excuse for 
elite reaction squad to swing 
into action. 

Codename Dancer (PG) 
Sony 

Ex-CIA agent turned school- 


Saying Aloha Summer looks 
like fun. 


teacher (now there's a career 
move!) digs the espionage 
gear out of the attic when an 
old friend carelessly gets 
locked up in Cuba. 

The Commander (1/5) 
EV 


Better than average cast > 
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<4 (Lewis Collins, Donald Pleas- 


ance, Lee Van Cleef) in 
worse than average movie 
about mercenary raid 
against the strangely-mon- 
ickered General Dong’s drug 
empire. 

Commando Squad (78) 
MGM/UA 

With all these assault teams 
running around armed to the 
teeth, it won't be long before 
you can’t even pop out to the 
video shop without getting 
caught in the crossfire. 

np gy Fist (18)/Half A 
Li Of Kung Fu (7/8) 
Transglobal 

Both star Jackie Chan, who 
must be turning out about 
three movies a week. Looks 
like they're running out of 
titles for new Kung Fu epics, 
too. 

The Dragon, The 
Young Master (78) VPD 
Not Jackie this time, but an- 
other familiar looking title for 
snow-bound martial arts 
feature. 

The Equalizer: The 
Mystery Of Manon (15) 
CIC 

Edward Woodward's very 
English New Yorker gets 
down to a_ feature-length 
bout of standing up for the 


underdog. 
Fear (18) Virgin 
Vietnam vet keeps up the 


bloodthirsty work after pris- 
on breakout, but meets his 
match when he kidnaps an 
innocent family. 

Flatfoot (75) VPD 

Cop relies on his fists to deal 
with drug pushers and the 
like, but oversteps the mark 
and manages to start a vi- 
cious gang war. Oops! 
Freedom Fighters (7/8) 
Cannon 

Mercenary Peter Fonda is 
hired to sort out an African 
tribe that has the cheek to live 
in the way of a big dam 
project, but then falls in love 
and has second thoughts. 
Hollow Point (75) Sony 
Not content just packing a 
gun as protection against a 
killer who's out to get her, 
Linda Purl also invests in ex- 
tra-deadly hollow point bul- 
lets. They're also known as 
dum-dums, which might have 
made a better title for the 
movie, too. 

The Incredible Hulk 
Returns (PG) New World 
With Bill Bixby and Lou Fer- 
rigno back in their original 
Jekyll and Hyde roles, he’s 
probably only come back so 
he can claim two pensions. 
Mask Of Murder (78) 
Sheer Entertainment 

When a razor murderer ap- 
parently refuses to lay down 
and die, police chief Christo- 
pher Lee has suspicions close 
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to home. A thriller with a nice 
twist. 

Midnight Crossing (18) 
Vestron 

Promising start about quest 
for hidden Cuban fortune, 
but Faye Dunaway et al end 
up sailing into ridiculously 
far-fetched finale. 
Paramedics (75) Warner 
Bunch of medics start trading 
bodies for cash. Could this be 
the answer to NHS 
underfunding? 
The Principal (18) RCA/ 
Columbia 

James Belushi is a teacher 
who's more trouble than his 
students, promoted to head 
the worst school in the district. 
Take No Prisoners (78) 
Vestron 

Brilliant scientist’ develops 
startling invention, then gets 
kidnapped and generally 
messed about for his pains. 
White Force (18) Empire 
When his partner is killed, 
drugs agent Sam Jones natu- 
rally teams up with his 
daughter to seek revenge 
and expose corruption. He’d 
have been better employed 
making the whole thing less 
confusing. 

Alex — The Life Of A 
Child (PG) Nova 

Young girl — battle against 
cystic fibrosis — true story. 
Get the picture? 

Angel Dust (75) Virgin 
Superior thriller about a cyni- 
cal ‘tec, rejuvenated by a 
charismatic girl who turns out 
to have a more sinister side 
to her character. The French 
do this sort of thing with so 
much more style. 
Appointment With 
Death (PG) Cannon 
Having virtually made Poirot 
his own, Peter Ustinov takes 
things just a little too easy in 
run-of-the-mill Christie cater- 
ing for the current US craze. 
As Summers Die (/5) 
Braveworld 

Early Deep South civil rights 
court case becomes a family 
feud between Jamie Lee Cur- 


Bernard Giraudeau takes a p’tit coup with his bit of Angel Dust, Fanny Bastien. 


‘ 


tis and Bette Davis, before 
reaching a truly dramatic 
conclusion. 

Bye Bye Baby (/8) 
Chrome/Cineplex 
Opposites Brigitte Nielsen 
and Jason Connery attract 
— but its a stormy ride. 

A Christmas Carol (U) 
Medusa 

Sanitised Dickens features 
George C. Scott as the old 
miser who sells out after 
ghostly visitation. 
Comrades (PG) Virgin 
Magnificent photography 
and rich colours almost leap 
out of the small screen, in the 
detailed, historically precise 
story of the Tolpuddle Mar- 
tyrs — transported to Austra- 
lia for organising a union. 
Dance Academy (PG) EV 
Threatened with bankruptcy, 
ballet school has to take on 
jazz-rock dancers — shock 
horror. 

Gaby — A True Story 
(15) RCA/Colombia 
Superior slush about Mexi- 
can girl with cerebral palsy 
overcoming it all to become 
a successful writer. Better 
than average, due partly to 
Liv Ullman as the over-pro- 
tective mother. 

Fatal Attraction (PG) CIC 
Last year’s big screen block- 
buster about a casual fling 
that turns into a deadly ob- 
session. Excellent all-round 
production coupled with 
timely parable about the per- 
ils of unsafe sex. 
lronweed (15) 
Braveworld 

This atmospheric depressio’ 


Michael Douglas brokes his stocks on Wall Street. 


set drama justly earned Os- 
car nominations for Streep 
and Nicholson, he as a hobo 
coming to terms with his past, 
she as an erstwhile girlfriend 
whose dreams have come to 
nothing. 

Jesse (PG) Virgin 

Another ‘true story’ that man- 
ages to condense gallons of 
passion, tragedy, retribution 
and a happy ending into 90 
minutes, this time about nurse 


Lee Remick — accused 
(wrongly, natch) of 
malpractice. 


Lincoln (PG) Hi-Flyers 
When being US President 
was about more than just 
beating the wimp factor. 
Mini-series about the man 
who abolished slavery, star- 
ring Sam Waterston and 
Mary Tyler Moore. 
Master of Dragonard 
Hill (78) Cannon 

Ollie Reed swaggers his way 
through murder mystery set 


in the 18th — century 
Caribbean. 
My Father, My Son(75): 
MGM/UA 


After all those Vietnam action 
movies, the next trend could 
be post-conflict trauma _ pix. 
In this one, an ex-officer finds 
out that Agent Orange has 
given him cancer. 
Satisfaction (1/5) CBS/ 
Fox 

All-girl band seek fame and 
fortune, and manage to cov- 
er a fair spread of old rock 
numbers (not badly, as it 
happens). Any resemblance 
to Rock Follies is purely 
coincidental . . . 


= 


68 (18) New World 

That year seen through the 
eyes of a Hungarian immi- 
grant family in the US, with a 
soundtrack that captures the 
spirit of the times. 

Street Smart (78) Wamer 
Christopher Reeve takes his 
Clark Kent experience a step 
further as a journo who for 
once doesn’t dive for the 
nearest ‘phone booth at the 
first sign of a scoop. 

The Tunnel (75) Vestron 
Mutual obsession between 
artist and fan in Argentina 
turns into excruciatingly long- 
winded love affair. 

Wall Street (75) CBS/Fox 
Money: corrupts in yuppie 
thriller centred around ruth- 
less financier Michael Doug- 
las, but morals start crawling 
out of the woodwork when 
the asset stripping gets a bit 
too close to home. 

The Wizard Of Speed 
And Time (18) Medusa 
Impressive SFX, but ridicu- 
lously self-indulgent _ film 
about Mike Jittlov. playing 
himself, the writer-director- 
producer, struggling to get 
this movie made. 


HORROR 


Black Roses (78) VPD 
Heavy rock band descend 
upon sleepy town with a 
load of evil thingys in tow. 
Freddy’s Nightmares: 
A Nightmare On Elm 
Street (18) Braveworld 
Odd twist in the interminable 
Elm Street saga, unveiling the 
‘truth’ behind razor-fingered 
Freddy Krueger's lifestyle 
(deathstyle?) and adding a 
few more dismemberments 
to the grisly toll. TV movie. 
Lucifer (78) Mogul 

A playground massacre tips 
off the cops that someone is 
out to kill the only witness's 
mother, but is there some- 
thing even more sinister go- 
ing on? 


SPECIAL 
INTEREST 


Dear America — Let- 
ters Home From Viet- 
nam (PG) RCA/Colombia 
Long overdue docu-drama 
stripping away the Holly- 
wood hype and giving a 
voice to the real ‘Nam 
troops. A powerful, moving 
montage of their own words 
with the music and images of 
the time. 

Powaqqatsi (U) Cannon 
Assorted images of the third 
world; Philip Glass sound- 
track. Second of an unlikely 
trilogy that’s proving remark- 
ably popular. 
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Breathe — All That 
Jazz/Maxi Priest — 
Maxi (£7.99 each) Virgin 
Video EPs featuring excerpts 
from recent albums — but 
eight quid is a pretty big hole 
in the pocket for only around 
20 minutes of music. 

Big Panic — Acid Dicta- 
tors Volume 1 (£9.99 
each) Trip Video 

Our first sighting of the latest 
dance craze. Despite a ve- 
neer of revolutionary rhetor- 
ic and pseudo-psychedelia, 
commercialism triumphs in 
the ultimate fusion of sound 
and image as junk. 

The Damned — This 
Could Be The Last 
Time/Curtis Mayfield 
— Live At Ronnie 
Scott’s (£14.99 each) 
Hendring 

For ageing punks, The 
Damned’s reunion at the 
Town And Country last June 
— their only live video. As for 
the jazz, a fine performance 
by the Superfly, but unima- 
ginative filming makes Ron- 
nie Scott's look like a 
morgue. 

Dance, Dance, Dance/ 
Girls, Girls, Girls 2 
(£9.99 each) Wienerworld 
Two heavily pop-funk orient- 
ed compilations featuring a 
few recent chart singles plus 
plenty that never got much 
beyond the dance floor. 
Dick Clark’s Best of 
Bandstand/Casey Ka- 
sem’s Rock’n’Roll 
Goldmine — The Soul 
Years (£9.99 each) 
Vestron 

America’s top dee-jays intro- 
duce sixties classics — and 
vie in the smarm stakes. Dick 
drools over Sam Cooke, 
Jackie Wilson and The Beach 
Boys; Casey has Aretha, Ottis, 
Percy and lke and Tina. 
The Mama Tour Box 


Hey, dig that hair-do, man! 
Roger Daltrey as Tommy. 


Set: Genesis 2 & Gen- 
esis Live (£29.99 each) 
Genesis 1 & Genesis 2 
(£19.99 each) Virgin 

With or without the live tape, 
a definitive ramble through 
the back catalogue of ‘the 
world’s greatest rock group’ 
(sic). True collectors will of 
course buy both box sets, 
thus keeping Peter Gabriel in 
snazzy suits for years to 
come. 

Glam Rock (£9.99 each) 
Virgin 

Ahh, flares, eight-inch plat- 
forms, glitter-suits. Relive the 
golden age of the teenybop- 
per with T. Rex, Wizzard, The 
Sweet and, of course, The 
Leader Of The Gang — 
Gary Glitter. 

Human League Great- 
est Hits (£9.99) Virgin 
Don’t You Want Me Baby? 
warble Joanne and friend. 
Well, if you insist... 


Mantovani’s _ Christ- 
mas Log (£9.99) Hendring 
Just that: fourteen tunes from 
the master of musak — and 
47 minutes of burning wood. 
Doesn't Christmas suddenly 
seem such a long way away? 
The Mormon Taberna- 
cle Choir Christmas 
Classics (£9.99) Vestron 
Lo, a miracle! One minute the 
choir sings in desert-bound 
Salt Lake City, the next the 
Xmas faves are accompa- 
nied by ‘a montage of 
heartwarming winter im- 
ages’. Hallelujah. 

Now That's What I Call 
Music 13 (£9.99) Virgin 
The usual round up of recent 
Branson money-spinners in- 
cludes contributions from the 
likes of Level 42, Bryan Ferry 
and Erasure. Plus Duran 
Duran, for people who need 
practice with the Fast 
Forward. 

Tommy (£9.99) Warner 
Dated hippy romp or early 
Acid House? Ken Russell's im- 
ages and The Who's music 
are still surprisingly fresh, 
even if plot and haircuts re- 
main firmly planted in more 
idealistic times. 

T’Pau Live At Ham- 
mersmith/Ziggy Mar- 
ley And The Melody 
Makerz — The Con- 
scious Party Live At 
The Palladium (£9.99 
each) Virgin 

Two finely produced live 
shows, musts for fans. 


COMEDY 


Robin Williams Live/ 
Steve Martin § Live/ 
Whoopi Goldberg Di- 


‘Aw, just look at all these John Wayne movies!’ 
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RENTALS 


Robocop* 
Predator* 


Nuts 
Stakeout 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


Overboard 


The Lost Boys 


Moonstruck 


ET — The Extra Terrestrial* 
Three Men And A Baby 
The Untouchables 


The Witches Of Eastwick* 
The Princess Bride 


An American Tail 


The Believers 


Someone To Watch Over Me 
The Last Emperor* 


Black Widow 


Hope And Glory* 

Flowers In The Attic 

Death Wish 4 — The Crackdown 
Chart courtesy of Video Business magazine 


Asterisks denote our recommended 


rect From Broadway/ 
Richard Pryor Live 
And Smokin’/Steven 
Wright Live (£9.99 each) 
Vestron 

No-holds-barred American 
comedy blitzes the UK, but 
with variable success this side 
of the pond. 

Hometown USA (£9.99) 
CBS/Fox 

The sleeve virtually boasts 
that this is an American Graf- 
fiti/Lemon Popsicle rip-off. 
But at least they were origi- 
nal rubbish. 

The Vital Spark (£9.99) 
BBC 

Reprise of a long-forgotten 
series from the early seven- 
ties, set on a Clyde steamer. 
Surprisingly funny, if you can 
penetrate the dialect. 


ACTION 


Doctor Who: Terror Of 
The Zygons/The Tal- 
ons Of Weng-Chiang 
(£9.99 each) BBC 


movies 


Various cast-off BBC props 
are glued together to battle 
Tom Baker's incarnation of 
the Doctor on old Sherlock 
Holmes and Doctor Finlay 


sets. 

Double Bills: Hell In 
The Pacific & The Re- 
luctant Heroes/Flying 
Tiger & Sands Of lwo 
Jima/My _ Favourite 
Wife & Bringing Up 
Baby/Intermezzo & 
The Garden Of Allah/ 
Rio Grande & Flame 
Of The Barbary Coast 
(£9.99 each) Video 
Collection 

Five two-in-one bumper spe- 
cials feature Lee Marvin, 
Cary Grant, Marlene Dietrich 
and double double John 
Wayne. 

The John Wayne Col- 
lection: The Search- 
ers/Rio Bravo/The 
Horse  Soldiers/The 
Alamo/The Green Be- 
rets/Chisum/The Cow- 
boys/The Train 
Robbers/McQ/Cahill/ 
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VIDEOS DIRECT 
TRACKS 
HEAD OFFICE 61 KING ST. 
MELTON MOWBRAY LEICS LE13 1XA 
Phone 0664 68223 (3 lines) 


BRAND NEW RELEASES 


TITLE 

WITNAIL & | 
BELLMAN AND TRUE 
ALIEN FROM L.A. 


TITLE 
YOU CANT BUY ME LOVE 
THE HUNTER 


VIDEO RECORDERS 


Akai vS- 35EK.. 

Akai VS-55EK.. SALE PRICE 
Akai VS-66EK.. SALE PRICE 
SALE PRICE 
JVC HRD- 320EK . SALE PRICE 
JVC HRD-400EK . SALE PRICE 
JVC HRD-500EK . SALE PRICE 
JVC HRD-750EK . SALE PRICE 
JVC HRD-530EK ... SALE PRICE 
i ... SALE PRICE 
.. SALE PRICE 
Panasonic NVG-40. ... SALE PRICE 
MANTOVANI Panasonic NVG-45. .-SALE PRICE 
Panasonic NVD-48. .. SALE PRICE 

BABY BOOM Panasonic NVD-80. x 


A MONTH IN THE COUNTRY PLUS 1000s MORE ! Sanyo VHR-4160.... 


ALL PRICES ARE TRADE & EXCLUDE VAT Sanyo ain eg 
| enclose £ Cheque/P.O. SnavpvCA. i “e 


CREDIT CARD No. CITTITITITTTITTTTT) EXP. O10) Sharp VCT-310H 


_ ORDER FORM — Please forward me: We will match any genuine lower advertised prices in this magazine 
: is : CAMCORDERS 


VHS FULL SIZE 
Bauer VCC-526 SALE PRICE 
Hitachi VM-600 ... ... SALE PRICE 
.. SALE PRICE 
He nora taal i ol NAS ie tenet aicuqenss ccestccs hvaeraaremedetenntaetiae P.O.A. 
0, 
LS aE suns 
Plus P&P £1.00 per cassette SALE PRICE 
TOTAL Panasonic NVMC-10B .. .. SALE PRICE 
Panasonic NVMC-6B. .. SALE PRICE 
Sha SALE PRICE 
VIDEO 8 CAMCORDERS 
Canon E-70 Free Case SALE PRICE 
Canon E-708 Free Case.. .. SALE PRICE 
Sony CCD-F330 .. SALE PRICE 
Sony CCD-F340.. .. SALE PRICE 
Sony CCDV-200 SALE PRICE 


in the SOUTH WEST COLOUR TELEVISIONS 


i Space 
The full range of SONY Corders & Accessories plus KV-211XMTU ... , SALE PRICE 


H H i aN KVX-21TU ... .. SALE PRICE * 
wide selection of Universal attachments — we have RVCBTY. “ SALE PRICE 
them all! - .. SALE PRICE 

KVDX-271TU Nicam SALE PRICE 


CAMCORDERS — 200, 340, 330 & SP5E. VIDEO TAPES — ACCESSORIES 


VIDEOS — 801, 401. VHS TAPES E-60 
JVC-TDK E-120 ... 


Editors, Processors & Enhancers. Er 
: : PES E-240 
Power Packs, Lights & Tripods. Supplied VHS CEC-30... 
i i Inless Stat = ro. 
Microphones, Headphones & Extension Leads. Unless Stated P-beomm 
Corder & TV Connection Leads. Unless Stated P-590mm 


Universal Lenses & Filter Kits. CAMCORDER ACCESSORIES VIDEO 8 
Pro, High Grade, Hi-Fi Tapes in all sizes and formats. Soren: oe ble 
VIVANCO, SLIK, ARKON, DSM, VIDEONICS Seer ey 


Canon BPE-77 


Your Camcorder Specialist WWVBM7E Batt M7... 
For the South West VWACMIE Car Cord M7. 


VWACCSE Car Cord MC-10... 
TAUNTON SON Y. CENTRE SVEENVSCuBat 
JVC CGP-50 CH/GEN 
County Walk, M2-320 Mic 
All prices include VAT Taunton, We will match any genuine advertised prices in this mag. 
and exclude delivery Somerset. ALL GOODS BRAND NEW BOXED. FULLY BOXED. 
sealed (0823) 334488 (mail order) DELIVERY VIA SECURICOR WITHIN U.K. ADD £8.00. 


fe Sony JUPITER AUDIO CENTRE 


entre 76 TOOTING HIGH STREET, LONDON SW17 
TEL: 01-767 1006 01-767 2810 


IUARDIAN 
STRIKG Bee PANTHER 


BLACK ROSES 

SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE 

THE DRAGON THE YOUNG MASTER 
NAUGHTY STEWARD ESS 

EWOKS BATTLE 

PRIVATE ROAD 

LUCIFER 


SHAG 
STICKY FINGERS 
NEW GIRL 

RAGE OF NINJA Ii 


COL! 
BLOOD HARVEST 
1989 PLAYBOY 1989 


ID CELL 
ID GOD CREATED WOMAN 
TAKE NO PRISONERS 
ONCE A HERO 
WOLF PACK 


z 
FSSRSHRSSSSSSSSSSVSSSSSSSSHSSE 
SRSaasSSaSPRSSRso 


"™ S8ssssssessessssssssaassssn 


SRSSSSSSSSRESSRSSSRARARRRRRRE 
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<4 Brannigan (£9.99 each) 
Warmer 

More of The Dook’s classics 
— and some classic turkeys 
— covering 25 years of giv- 
ing the bad guys, aw... hell. 
Salvador (£9.99) Vestron 
Exciting true story of photo- 
journalist Richard Boyle cov- 
ering rather bloody Central 
American war, directed by 
Oliver Platoon Stone. 

The Superheroes Col- 
lection: Superman — 
The Movie/Superman 
l/Superman __ Ill/Su- 
perman IV/Supergirl/ 
Santa Claus — The 
Movie (£9.99 each) 
Warmer 

Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No, 
it's Christopher Reeve wear- 
ing his. undies outside his 
trousers. You'd have thought 
after 71/2 hours of ithe’d have 
noticed... 


DRAMA 


King Lear (£9.99) Vestron 
Larry Olivier heads an all- 
star cast as the monarch with 
family problems. 

Russian Classics: Bat- 
tleship Potemkin/ 
Strike/October/Tim- 
ber In The Sun & Bez- 
hin Meadow/Alex- 
ander Nevsky/Ivan 
The Terrible/The Bo- 
yar’s Plot/Mother/End 
Of St. Petersburg/ 
Storm Over Asia/Fall 
Of The Romanoff Dyn- 
asty/Ten Days That 
Shook The World 
(£14-99 each) Hendring 
Virtually complete, definitive 
retrospective of the silent Ei- 
senstein and other post-revo- 
lutionary Soviet greats. Plus 
Granada documentary fea- 
turing unique original foot- 
age. Recommended. 

To Live And Die In LA 
(£8.99) Vestron 

Murder, passion, betrayal 
and all the other things that 
usually happen in Los 
Angeles. 


HORROR 


Return Of The Living 
Dead (£9.99) Vestron 
Bunch of corpses fancy a 
midnight snack and go wal- 
kabout. Classic stuff. 


CHILDRENS 


Andy Pandy/Postman 
Pat's Big Video/Stop- 
pit And Tidyup (£7.99 
each) BBC 

Three generations of kiddies’ 
classics cashing in on the 
phenomenal success of the 
Beeb’s first Watch With 
Mother releases. 


Superman on a four-movie, 
long-haul mission. 


Bible 
Vestron 
The cartoon of the Book. 
Bright Start: Spot The 
Dog/Rebecca/Mr. 
Benn (£8.99) Pergamon 
Educational videos for 2-7 
year olds, based around 
popular cartoon characters. 
Include an activity pack. 
The Fairy Tales Collec- 
tion: Sleeping Beauty/ 
Rumplestiltskin/Puss 
In Boots/Beauty And 
The Beast/Hansel And 
Gretel/Snow White 
And The Seven 
Dwarves/Little Red 


Tales (£8.99) 


a 


Little Red Riding Hood waiting for the wolf. 
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Riding Hood/The Frog 
Prince/The Emperor's 
New Clothes (£9.99 
each) Warner 

The Grimms, Hans Christian 
Andersen and the rest get the 
Golan-Globus treatment. An 
impressive array of acting 
talent is on display, but little 
depth to the production. 
The Flintstones/A Day 
Trip To Button Moon/ 
Yogi's First Christmas/ 
The Wind In The Wil- 
lows/The Sooty 
Christmas Show (£6.99 
each) Video Collection 

Oh dear, a bit late for this 
bunch, recycled as stocking 
fillers after countless. TV out- 
ings. Aren't you sorry you 
missed ‘em? 

The Little Prince — 
Tales Of The Sea (£8.99) 
Vestron 

Animated version of the 
Saint Exupery tale. 

Play School Replay 
(£7.99) BBC 

Peek again through the 
round window, fiddle with 
your big and little hands, and 
play with Jemima. The inno- 
cence of everyone's child- 
hood captured forever. 


SPECIAL 
INTEREST 


At Home With The 
Roux Brothers (£9.99) 
Vestron 

Cuisine 4 la francaise, but | 
bet ‘chez eux’ they really just 
bung a Bird’s Eye in the mi- 
crowave like everyone else. 
D-Day The Great Cru- 
sade/Victory In Eur- 
ope (£9.99 each) Vestron 
The Allies make a final pusn 
against Hitler, and a bit of a 
mess of Europe. Vividly re- 
told by the likes of Max 
Hastings. 

Brian Eno: Thursday 
Afternoon/Mistaken 
Memories Of Mediae- 
val Manhattan (£74.99 
each) Hendring 

Vertical format ‘video ar 
combines characteristic ‘am- 
bient’ music with New Age 
images designed for viewing 
like a painting. By the way, 
‘vertical format’ means you 
have to turn the TV set on its 
side... 

Albert Falzon: Excerpt 
From The Khumba 
Mela — Same As It 
Ever Way § (£14.99) 
Hendring 


More Eno music, with Fal- 
zon’s relaxing pictures of a 
journey through India. 

FA Cup Final 1978: 
Ipswich v Arsenal/FA 
Cup Final 1980: West 
Ham v_ Arsenal/FA 
Cup Final 1983 (£9.99 
each) BBC 

Ageing Wembley action, in- 
cluding the Hammer's magni- 
ficent 1980 pulverisation of 
Arsenal. Those were the 
days... 

First Time Garden/Or- 
ganic Gardening: An 


Introduction (E9.99 
each) BBC 
Everything you always want- 


ed to know about manure. 
Tapes for the green-fingered, 
whether starting from scratch 
or going back to basics. 
Greavsie’s Six Of The 
Best: Spurs/Liver- 
pool/Arsenal/Man 
Utd. (£9.99 each) Video 
Collection 

Actually pretty random look- 
ing selection of match high- 
lights, 1981-87. Sadly 
lacking a West Ham selection 
(probably couldn't find six 
decent games — ed). 

Lord Of The Dance 
(£22.99) Hendring 
Fascinating documentary 
which sensitively explores Ti- 
betan Buddhist rituals. Beauti- 
ful filming of the Mani-Rimdu 
festival really does give an 
insight into the Himalayan 
view of life. 

The Magic Of The Tin 
Toy (£19.99) Wychwood 
First in a series of tapes for 
enthusiasts and collectors. 
The 1988 Shell Oils 
RAC British Open Ral- 
ly Championship/The 
1988 Dunlop RAC Brit- 
ish Touring Car Cham- 
pionship/The 1988 
Lucas British Formula 
3 Championship (£9.99 
each) Virgin 
Uncharacteristically recent 
motor-sport action. 

The Official History Of 
Everton FC (£9.99) BBC 
Another in the continuing se- 
ries, covering 100 years at 
Goodison Park, and taking in 
everybody from ‘Dixie’ Dean 
to Gary Lineker. 

Phil Collins Is Buster 
(£9.99) Vestron 

The making of the Biggsy’s 
buddy bio-pic that starred 
Mr Five O'Clock shadow 
himself as Waterloo’s best 
known flower seller. Includes 
some music to relieve (or add 
to) the tedium. 
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THE JANUARY SALE NOW ON 


Grundig VS440 VHS Recorder . 
Grundig VS500 VHS Recorder . 
Grundig VS520 Teletext VHS 
Grundig VS540 Teletext Hi-fi VHS 


PANASONIC 


NV180 Portable VHS Recorder... 
Wistachage A 

1 r ine Adapt. 
VWA11 Charger Adaptor ...... 
VWV630 Battery ............ 
WVPF10 100 Kit CCD Camera x 8 A.F 
WVPF10 150 Kit CCD Camera x 12............... 
WVPF 10200 KitCCD Camera x 12 Generator . 
NVMC6 Camcorder VHS ‘C’A-F. ............ 
NVMC10 Camcorder VHS ‘C’ Deluxe 
NVM7 Camcorder VHS Full Size .. 
NVMS1 Super 
WJMX10 Digital Audio Visual Mixer 
NVG18 4/8 hour VHS Recorder ...... 
NVG40 VHS Recorder Digital Scan 
NVG45 4/8 hour VHS Digital Scan 
re 4/8 hour ee “og a a 

1VD48 Digital Effect VHS ......... 

NVD80 Hi-Fi 4/8 four Di 
NVM81 ee VHS Hi-Fi Video.. 


VWACM1 Car Battery Cord 
VWACE5 Car Battery Cord 
VWAC18 Car Battery Cord 
E180 Premium G Tapes... 


PANASONIC ACCESSORIES TV 


BRSSSSSEeeeesesseeesssseeee: 


Bek: 
8 


8 


U-Fl FIRST FOR ANY 
eee AUDIO OR HI-FI PRODUCT 


cote 
IF YOU CAN BEAT ANY OF OUR TDEALS TELL US 
AND WE WONT MATCH YOUR PRICE 
WE WILL BEAT YOUR PRICE 


EDITORS & PROCESSORS 


A PROSPEROUS 

NEW YEAR TO ALL 

OUR CUSTOMERS, AND 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO 
ALL OUR COMPETITORS 


FERGUSON 


VH; Camcorder 
FV14T Nicam Hi-Fi VHS Recorder 
FV21 Remote VHS Recorder ...... 


MITSUBISHI — SANYO 


Mitsubishi HS319 VHS Recorder 


Mitsubishi HS710 Ho! 

Mitsubishi HSB10 VHS Recorder ...... 
Mitsubishi HSB20 VHS Learning Remote 
Mitsubishi HSB30 VHS. Learang Remote 
Mitsubishi HSB70 Super VHS ......... 


SSULN20T VHS Video ReCOmden | :.....s...cbcicclasciacesssesscnscecenne cauedtt SALE PRICE 
*SLV401 VHS Video Recorder .. MI CENSORED 
*SLV801 Hi Fi VHS Video Recorder . 

RATAN VIGGO FUOOINOOE bi 5504s: 0k sceesnceccnenseesscaecewevecasctorctepmaenanh £299.99 
*EVS800 8mm Video Recorder...... ‘SALE PRICE 


*EVDT1 TV/8mm Video Recorder Por CENS 
CCDV808mm Camcorder A.F. ...... ae 
*CCDV90 8mm Pro. Camcorder A.F 
*CCDF330 8mm Camcorder A.F. ... SALE PRICE 
*CCDF340 8mm Camcorder A-F. ... ® CENSORED 
*CCDV200 8mm Digital A.F. Camcorder . 
AVH910 Audio Visual Processor ...................c0ccccseeeeeseecsesererenserennenee £299.99 


*Studio Kit XVT500, XVT600, XVC700 
Video Superimposer, Picture Computer, 
Colour Corrector. Complete System 


VCL1546 Tele Lens ... 
VCLO746 Wide Lens ..... 
HVR200PanandTilt ... 
NP22H Battery ............ 
ECMK120 Microphone ..... 
ECM959V Stereo Microphone 
RM84 Cable Remote........ 
RM94 Cable Remote ... 
RM95 Cable Remote ..... 
RM151 Wireless Remote 
RM152 Wireless Remote 
* CENSORED SALE S WE GU. THE BEST DEAL, 
INTEREST FREE CREDIT UP TO 30 MONTHS, RING FOR DETAILS. 
SALE PRICES ON SONY VIDEO — TV — HI-FI — AUDIO PRODUCTS. 
DON’T BUY FROM ELSEWHERE UNTIL YOU’VE CHECKED OUR PRICE. 


LENSES LEAD ACCESSORIES 


Vivanco Rifle Mic .. 
Fee tran Rifle 


Aico Tele-Wide Lens Kit 
Aico Wide Angle Fish Eye 


VHS - VHS - VHS ‘C’ 
TAPES FROM a MAXELL P IASONIC - SONY - TDK 


TRY US FOR PRICE FIRST 


SALE 


@ INTEREST FREE CREDIT MAY BE APPLIED FOR ANYWHERE YOU LIVE — PLEASE RING @ 


MAIL 
TRU-FI ffs 2scour 


RDER 


PHONE QUOTE YOUR ACCESS BARCLAYCARD 


TRU-FI Vinee "count 


OR CREDIT CHARGE CARD NUMBER, 2 Central Parade, Warwick Quadrant, 
10-12 Grosvenor Rd, Aldershot, SEND CHEQUE WITH ORDER London Hill, Redhill, Surrey 
Hants. Phone: (0252) 26390, 332424 ADD £4.99 PER PARCEL SECURICOR DELIVERY Phone: (0737) 766128, 67404 
Hours: 9.30-6pm, 6 days. ieee Hours: 9.30-6pm, 6 days. 


RETRA MEMBER 
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ay es) 


| LONDON’S LEADING VID 


= 


EO, TV AND 


__FOR MAIL ORDER HOT LINE 


~~? 


O 1 year, 4 event timer 

O ATTS: Auto Tape Time 
Select 

O HQ supervision 

© One touch record 

O Electronic locking 

© Remote Control: RP5O. 


VS 540 


© Built-in teletext @agoger 

O Teletext prograriming) 

© 1 year, 4 event tifign 

O RP6LCD remote WeGRiGt 
handset ; 

©. Hi-Fi stereo 


VS 440 


1 year, 4 event timer 

[RS: Intelligent Progran 

j System 

+O Mature armchair pro- 
handset 

CURTIS eeAito Tape Time 


roy" 


NV-G40B 


NV-G45B 
NV-180B 


NV-D48B 


WV-ET180B 


Panasonic as we all know has 
literally dominated the cam- 
corder market. They are now 
out to capture the VHS video 
recorder market. All their. vid+ 
eo decks boastsitéiasOnieis 
favourite. toy@iieaiGitel Sean 
ner, Othe include full 
functiogiinitenrea remote"eon™ 
trol, nauilivevert timers, slim- 


line 


LO real-time 
counters. The »NVG48 "also. 


eee enthusiast by prowiéliiag~ the. 


best hi-fi steragl ever 
NICAM STEREO produced. We at PNR stock 
| the full range of exclusive Panasonic products liK@UIBIGVISIONS: 
video recorders and camcorders, not to mention their falmange 


| 

| ‘ 
| jj : } M82 395/9TT — 
|_of video accessories. __ 

| 

| 

| 

| 


—| M82 495/08%m 


| 


— 
SONY. 


TVR 6300 TEXT 

Combined TV 

and VCR 

24" (59cm) GHIA Teletext 

© Combined with Hi-Fi stereo 
video recorder — VS 340 

® 2 x 20 watts spatial sound 
with full stereo from stereo 
Source 

Metachable swivel 
Maunted speakers 

Seeteletext: 80 page number 


memory 
Eememete control: TPG5el 
Data 
Sap oreG with stané 
MBlevisions to grace your Agmanie 


‘suited to the 
i foomebedroom or coffee tables: gil 
ci Mepreseots superior qualit/Wamen supers for 
Tooneyeamiodelasbave Grundig's Col@iieaitamsient improve- 
Ment andare in armchair com¥@amgyemtra red remote 
nits. A comprenensivervo year guarantee’ensures peace of 
imind.ag@ G@ennan engineesing provides technical excellence. 
You have noliced thatinerexclusive range of Grundig TV & 


may 
Wideo Is nor availaSle everywhere. The reason is simple: such 
ppd Fequires fully fralrled staff with an indepth knowledge of 
pr 


side 


mraig95 + M70 495 TT 
+ T70 340 


‘oduct and excellent backup service which only PNR can 
iffem PNR Audiovision are appointed Grundig Centre for the 
Honden Wi & W2 area. We stock full range of Grundig 


Products. 


ONY 


SONY SLV201 VHS VIDEO RECORDER 


| 
| © 3head HQ Systenat 
| © Auto functions: SBOWerlGm:POWersonyplayback, rewind, | 
] rewind, shut off, efegt 

| O Endless play | 
| O 8 event, 365 day programmable timer | 
|’ © Infra red remote control 
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HI-FI SPECIALISTS | | 


| 346/348 EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON W2 


4 
\ 


01-706 3229 


nl 
a 


i 


14 days Timer, LCD Display IR Remote with 
4, mory, D/A 3-head Noiseless Still, 
ion (5 speeds) VHS Index Search. 


‘ . 700EK 
We Piciiedmpicture — Digital freeze sical 


| 14-4 Miser. LCD Display t 


COMPLETE RANGE OF JVC 
PRODUGIS ALWANSN STOCK 


|  CT2531BM 
Misubishieberfection ofe@i@igemlimst mass-produced 89cm 


NGPS701TX 
re tube: (as certified ti Dy Guiness Book of Re- 
a new: 


ension on to TV and video 


} cordsy 


| viewiRguAblasty Wide@ TeVOlution has been matched by truly 
cinemasivieniysr 


] 
| 
| 
| 


| 


/video ac 


st to cont 


We need to clear all 
our existing stock to 
make way for new 
spring lines, some of 
which are in limited 
numbers. All brand 
new and boxed al- 
though a few may be 
(ex) display models. 
All carry a full manu- 
facturers 12 or 24 
months part and la- 
bour guarantee. And 
we have our own engi- 
neer on site. Hurry 
now for the bargain of 
a lifetime. 


YOUR COMPLETE 

SATISFACTION IS 

OF PARAMOUNT 
IMPORTANCE 


APART FROM GIVING 


BARGAINS 


WE ALSO GIVE YOU 


PEACE 
MIND 


BY PROVIDING 


5.0.8. 
7 DAYS S 
EXCHANGE VERVICE 
On SITE 
EXPERT 


AFTER 
SALE 


NO QUIBBLE 


GUARANTEE 


Service 


EXTENDED 
GUARANTEE 
AVAILABLE 
Interest free credit is only up 
cue longer toms fr tt 

£1000 
INSTANT CREDIT 


Up to 36 months if you are a 


CASH 


customer. Please call in and 
we are sure you will return 
home smiling. 

SO JUST CALL IN WITH 


CASH 


ra 
best deal in the UK 


END OF YEAR 


All current lines must be: cleared to make room for new. Late 
shopping — Open until 8pm on Thursday & Friday for Dec. & Jan. 


TELEVISION 


IF TX3370 Giant Reduced to Mini 1 


ace cniues 


EEE Senn 


aD 
S&S 


NORDMENDE 


Multi-Standard — The world’s flattest screen 
3604 14” 1 


SUPER QUALITY AT BARGAIN PRICES 
Ex) 5 e/, . 349.95 
Ex) SV2101 BA 


Ex) SV2501 10/SO T/text... 
Ex) SV2502 BA T/text ... 


1530 17” FST + T/text 
1558 21” FST + T/text 


£30 CLAIM BACK ON ALL MODELS 


FULL RANGE ON SALE 
TOSHIBA 


FULL RANGE ON SALE 
£20 CLAIM BACK ON ALL MODELS 


GOLDSTAR 


HOT 


LINE 2! 


CAMCORDERS 
PANASONIC 


FT) NVM7B Full Size 
NVMC10B C-VH 99. 
NVMC6 C-VH; 95 

NVMS1B S-VHS ... 1449. 
WHAT VIDEO AWARD WINNER 
lf you want camcorder only please call for best price 


GRC 7EK -£4299-95 
ima” £879.95 


VKR6830 -£1299-95- 
a £799.95 | witoss 


FREE 14" T.V. WORTH £200. 


NOW ONLY £1049.95 
GRC9, GRC+1, GRCA30 . . SALE 


WHAT VIDEO WINNER 
CAMCORDER 
OF THE 


£999 £1299.95 


IF YOU ONLY REQUIRE CAMCORDER 
PLEASE CALL FOR THE BEST DEAL 


01-402 6666 


01-723 4630 
-724 2135 


VIDEOS 


PANASONIC OLYMPUS 


VX303 AUTO FOCUS 
CHARACTER GENERATOR 


MSTRAD 


VCR4600.. - 
VCR4700.. $ 


HRD180EK Long Play ... 

HRD210EK RVC . 

HRD230EK Long 
VFHRD320EK RIC .. 

HRD455EK Long Play . 
VFH EK 


HRD500E! 
VF HRD5S30€K Hi-fi, Long Play . 
VF HRD700E! : 


XK512 5” Colour TV and Radio 199.95 
GOODMAN 
TV + Radio + Cassette ......... 99.95 


TRIPODS 


KEWMODE 


N9120 3 Head, Good quality 
N9510 Hi-fi, Excellent value 
DX1000 Digital on! 

0X3000 Digital & Hi- 
DX1200 Picture In Pi 


POWER LIGHT 
Bioeth kit 
£84.95 


. 294. 
- 324. 
379. 
439. 


VR525 
VR727 Long Speed Hi-fi 


PIONEER CD VIDEO 


CD 1200 Multi CD Video Player 579.95 
WHAT VIDEO AWARD IER 


NORDMENDE 


1205 Same as JVC HRD170... 

1035 Multi Standard inc. F 

V1305 Same as JVC HRD180 
F26 V1403 Same as JVC HRD21 


FRVCATAD COPYING KITS 
What Video says “Best buy - Great £9 95 
CA 5011 Long Play Super Quality = 


FREE DELIVERY ON VIDEOS 
SPECIALISTS IN WORLDWIDE EXPORT 
BN ES ss tnowane nono, LowDon W2 to A 
Geach, WOR a0 pase 


VISA/ACCESS/CASH/CHEQUES (Payable to DEANS) 
We reserve the right to change any item or condition without prior notice. 
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Solve your video problems with help from our consultant engineer Paul Richards. We 
get so many queries that we cannot publish all of them each month. If you want to be 


guaranteed of a quick reply direct from Paul, please enclose a cheque for £2, made 


payable to P. Richards (it keeps him in coax cable) and an SAE. Send that plus the Clinic 


logo (top right) to: WHAT VIDEO Clinic, 57-59 Rochester Place, London, NW1 9JU. 
Feel free to submit queries without the £2; we’ll print as many as we can. 


Future for 
colour TVs 


RECENTLY | was looking for a 
new colour television and | 
noticed two main types — FST 
and conventional. 

| have a 17in. Philips FST set 
and | do not think much of it for 
colour, sound or extra picture 
area. 

The shop where | bought it 
tells me that the 20-22in. TVs are 
being replaced with FST sets 
while LCD ones are being 
developed for 1990. 

One television which | thought 
was cheap was a 20in. 
Mitsubishi Blue Diamond at £229. 
Before | buy it, | would like your 
opinion as | have become rather 
confused. ; 

Is FST replacing the 
conventional television, and if 
they are do they offer value for 
money, or is it safe to buy the 
20in. set | mentioned? Do you 
think the 20in. type sets will out- 
stay the FST type? 

D Walker, 
N Ireland 


YES, CONVENTIONAL TV 
screens are being ousted by FST 
types, which do not show any 
huge advantages — though they 
are certainly not worse than 
ordinary screens. 

The 20in. Mitsubishi at £229 
sounds a bargain, and | know 
they work well. Spares will be 
available for many years, so no 
worries on that score; | would 
recommend you to buy it. 

| would not put any money on 
the wide availability of large 
LCD flat screens in two years. 


Is standard 
transfer viable? 


WHAT IS involved in converting 
tapes recorded for the PAL 
system so that they can be played 
on an NTSC video and TV? 
| know that various companies 
advertise such a service, but as | 
expect to provide a constant flow 
of tapes for my parents-in-law in 
the US, | want to know whether it 
would be cost-effective for me to 
buy whatever equipment is 
needed to make the conversion. 
(My camera is a Sony V100, 
by the way.) 
Justin Greig, 
Sevenoaks 


THE FACILITIES houses play the 
PAL tape into a digital field-store 
convertor, whose NTSC output is 
recorded on a new tape in 
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another (USA-standard) video 
recorder. 

The cost of the field store 
convertor and ancillary 
equipment runs to many 
thousands of pounds. Perhaps 
you could negotiate a discount 
for bulk or regular transcoding 
jobs. 


Copying Video 8 
onto VHS 


| HAVE just bought a Pentax PV- 
C800 camcorder and wish to 
transfer from my original Video 
8 tapes onto VHS cassettes to 
play back on my mains video 
recorder. | bought the camera 
out of town and it would save 
me an awkward journey if you 
could please possibly help. 

D Betteridge, 

Bingley 


YOUR PENTAX should have 
been supplied with a direct AV 
line output convertor unit. You 
do not give the model number of 
your VHS machine so | cannot 
advise on connecting leads and 
plugs — Tandy or a large local 
dealer should be able to rig you 
out. 

Connect Pentax Video Out to 
VHS Video In; Pentax Audio Out 
to VHS Audio In. Switch the VHS 
VCR to AUX and Record; then 
the Pentax to playback. Use the 
VHS machine's. Pause control to 
lose the bits you don’t want. 


Buying for 
down under 


| PLAN to emigrate to Australia, 
travelling via Hong Kong, which 
would seem to be an ideal 
opportunity to buy the 
equivalent of either Sony CCD- 
V90 or F340 for use in Australia. 


a 


Buying a Sony V90 for Oz. 


Would you please advise on 
the pitfalls of buying equipment 
in Hong Kong? 

After buying one, | will want 
to send pre-recorded 8mm tapes 
to the UK from Australia. Will this 
present a problem? 

J O'Neil 
Sherborne 


AUSTRALIA USES 625/50/PAL 
TV signals, just the same as us in 
the UK. It has also recently 
adopted the UHF transmission 
system. 

The only thing to worry about 
in taking a camcorder (or VCR) 
there is the sound carrier 
frequency in the modulator, 
which for a camcorder is a small 
separate accessory. Whether you 
buy in the UK or Hong Kong, 
ensure that the modulator is 
capable of working on System 
G. 

As an example, two types of 
modulator are available for the 
Sony CCD-V90: RFU-89AS (UK 
and Hong Kong use); and RFU- 
89E, which is switchable 
between | (UK) and G (Australia). 

Video 8 tapes from Australia 
will replay OK here, and copying 
should be no problem. 


Confused on 
format choice 


| WISH to buy a new video 
camera. | have been unable to 
get an unbiased opinion as to 
whether VHS-C or Video 8 gives 
the best picture and sound. 
Could you give me a 
balanced reply? 
R Neil Cochrene, 
Northampton 


WITHIN THE same price range, 
the pictures from VHS and Video 
8 are both very good — it's 


EVERY MONTH the writer of our 
leading Video Clinic enquiry will 


receive a video care kit 
of Bib Products. 


difficult to tell them apart. 
What's for sure is that the 
sound from Video 8 camcorders 
is much better. For this and the 
convenience of small, long- 
running cassettes, | would 
recommend Video 8 to you. 


Sanyo won't 
switch off 


| HAVE owned a Sanyo 9300 
from new but a strange fault has 
occurred. When the Power On/ 
Timer switch is returned to its 
Standby position, the machine 
remains in Power On mode. 

| have found | can clear the 
fault by disconnecting and 
reconnecting the mains supply. It 
then switches on and off normally 
providing it is not left in Power 
On for more than a couple of 
minutes. 
G Plaxton 
Leeds 


THE POWER for most.of this 
machine is provided by a 12V 
regulator transistor, Q702, 

which in your machine has almost 
certainly developed an electrical 
leak. It needs to be replaced by a 
TIP41 type transistor, with care 
to bolt it up tight, and fit a mica 
washer between it and the heat- 
sink. Do not tackle it yourself 
unless you are sure you know 
what you‘re doing! 


125 


courtesy 


p 127 


151-155 MORRISON 


EDINBURGH VIDEO CENTRE. 33>... 


PANASONIC M7 “Super VHS” Mix it and Edit with the 
VHS Camcorder with has arrived! Bie y <i os 
Character Generator PANASONIC MS1B Control your editing with 


1/500, 1/1000 Shutter this sophisticated en- 
hancer Fader, preview 
of colour, contrast, luminance, sharpness, noise 
reduction + sound mixing from MIC, tape, CD, with 


Video sound: 
OTHER MIXERS & EDITORS 


420 lines of horizontal 
resolution 10 x zoom 
lens — 420.00 Pixel 
CCD with Pro Hard 
case. 


Speed. 10 Lux 6 x 
Zoom Lens 9 - 54mm 
Audio Dub — Insert Edit 
— Rechargeable Battery 
includes case & 
accessories. 


“Interest free credit or free 1000 wi 
Video Light & Video Tripod worth e120" £1299.95 


£1599.95 


SONY V90 
8mm at its best pro 


DIGITAL EFFECTS VCR 
Oil Paint, Mosaic, Strobe, Etc, 


PANASONIC MC-10 
This superb compact 


« d 400,000 Pixel CCD 7 Panasonic NV-D80 £799.95 
tats all ail of Lux 1/60th to 1/2000 | Panasonic NV-D48 £499.95 
the M7 above, at 1.3KG Shutter Speed — Full | Sanyo VHR. D500 £599.95 

eee manual override — | Ferguson FV26 £479.95 


weight & VHS cassette 


12mm-72mm 6 xX ACCESSORIES 
ve ee _— Zoom Lens — FM Hi- Slide to Video Duplicator £49.95 
; Fi Sound — Case & + Wide Converter £95.00 
Accessories. Video Ti Is From £49.95 
“Interest free credit or free 1000 w Video Teed From 240.95 


Video Light & Video Tripod worth £120" £1299.95 
£999.95 


“With free 1000 watt — Video Light & 


! f 
ee Barn nop ork £1499.95 Large Selection of Editing and Dubbing Cable’s 


PANASONIC MC-6 Large Selection of Filters, Stepping Rings, Etc. 


SONY F 340 
New high resolution CCD 
imager. 7 Lux digital super- 
imposer — 2 pages in 8 col- 


CANON E708 
Brand new 8mm Full Specifica- 
tion Autofocus Camcorder with 
Infra-Red Remote Control. 

* 8.5-68mm f1.4 8 x Power 


VHS - C SYSTEM - 8mm? 


Confused? — Don’t be — our expert staff will 
guide you through the range with a live 


Zoom Lens with Macro. ours — Noiseless still frame 
* 1/1000 & 1/500 Second and slow motion playback, demonstration. 
High yo Speed, * Flying | ‘with free 1000 watt — Video Light & . Mail Order enquiries welcomed. 
: erase head for noise-free edits, Video Tripod worth £120 1099.95 
* 7-Lux Low sig Recording; » Fade In/Out, * 400,000 Pixel Y2” | SONY F 330 £899.95 Large selection of 


CCD, % Infra-Red Remote Controller for recording & Zooming Second Hand Camcorders 
*With free 1000 watt Video Light & Video 


CANON E70" £17 £1490.95 The Video GUGL PeQue manger poco welcomed 


POA _NEWFULL SIZE 


UR VSBIEK oo ossciccc a POA AkaiCTOSIONE Pe POA VHS CAMCORDER 

Wain POA Amstrad TVR3.......... PUA. \ath toned Grams 

Akai VSAZFHISF iooce cided POA: .. Amstrad TVR2:.28 otis neice. POA PHONE FOR BEST 

Ferguson FV20B.............cccccccccsecceses POA: -HitachiGPT1558 38. es, POA PRICE. JVC, 

Ferguson ks ae POA dest ca : Wi Cai on ros ae = i | 

OMQUSOREV ele ct cs ces seecschemenc! POA HitachiCTP2578 owe. 

FOrgusOnFV260: <.......c....ccccesseccstes POA pial nica nate 0 gaat 

MitSHDISHIWAO - 5.2.0 o-.ca8eo. atc. POA 

NINSUDISBIV20 3.2.5.2. deve aboeccd: POA 

Mitsubishi V30\...:....:5..2.sc.0cecsecccceses. POA 

Panasonic NVFS1 S-VHS ................ POA 

Panasonic NVG40 un... cee ceccseeeees POA 

Panasonic NVG45 SP/LP ................ POA 

Panasonic NVC48 PIP..................0.... POA 

Panasonic NVD80 HI-FI .................. POA 

Philips VR6470 |... 2... POA : —= N“ \ 

Philips VR6843 ooo... ecco ccccccscsss--. POA y ~* TOO MANY TO LIST 

PHIIDS VROID: 3 el POA PLEASE PHONE US FOR ANY 

pean, eee ES Seana a eee POA OTHER MODELS 
arp [oe ee Rirrne tee neat POA 

Sharp VCA-D801 oo... .eeecseccssesseeeen POA se er 


A PHONE CALL ScuLD SAVE YOU MONEY AND TIME 
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Why play-only 
is so cheap 


IN MY local Currys store, | 
noticed a ‘video cassette player’ 
made, | think, by Matsui and 
priced at around £150. As is 
usually the case in these shops, 
none of the salespeople seemed 
to have much idea of the 
technical details or picture quality. 
Could you advise me on the 
picture quality, how comparable 
it is to ‘normal’ VCRs, etc? If not, 
perhaps you will tell me where | 
might find more information. 
J Levison, 
Solihull 


WE HAVENT actually reviewed 
the Matsui player, but I’ve no 
doubt it will work fine and give 
good pictures — as good as a 
conventional VCR. 

These play-only machines are 
cheap because they have no 
need of tuner, timer, receiver or 
record electronics. They usually 
have identical deck mechanics to 
‘normal’ machines. 


Ferguson tube 
goes green 


MY FERGUSON 3V34 video 
camera has developed an 
intermittent fault. Most shots give 
normal results, but the occasional 
one produces a picture with a 
green cast. 

Watching the picture on a 
colour monitor, a gentle tap on 


the camera body can sometimes 
produce the fault — a second 
tap on the body can restore the 
picture to normal. 

The cause would appear to be 
a poor connection rather than a 
faulty component — a dry joint 
or a poor contact at an edge 
connector? Since | have a service 
manual for the 3V34, | would be 
prepared fo try to cure the 
problem if you could suggest the 
circuit area which could be 
responsible for the fault. 
Jack Mulvaney, 
Leeds 


IN TUBE type cameras (yours 
has a V/2in. Saticon) an overall 
green cast is usually associated 
with a problem in the pick-up 
tube’s electrical focusing system. 
Check the internal focus 
potentiometer, its setting, 
condition and connections. 

For optimum electrical focus, 
point the camera at a white 
surface and adjust the pot for 
minimum colouration (green!) 
with the colour control on the 
monitor/TV turned fully up. 


Hum driving 
me mad 


FOR A few years, | have been 
playing Beta Hi-fi tapes using an 
eight-year-old Sony 22in. TV 
and my audio hi-fi system with 
great results. | have just got a 
new stereo Sony 25in. TV. 

The problem is when | now 


use the new TV for pics and my 
hi-fi for sound a loud hum comes 
out of the left speaker. 

1, The hum decreases when | 
turn the TV off; 2. The hum 
disappears completely when | 
unplug the TV or the aerial lead; 
3. Placement has no effect, it still 
hums with the TV at the other side 
of the room; 4. Bringing my old 
22in. back — perfect; 5. Using 
the Sony 25in. speakers — no 
hum. 

Any ideas, Paul? | am knocked 
out with the picture quality of the 
new TV, but the hum is driving 
me mad? 

Nick Lavitt, 
Chelsea 


THIS SORT of hum problem can 
offen crop up in mains-operated 
equipment which is electrically 
floating’. 

Take a lead from the metal 
work of the TV aerial plug or the 
audio amplifier ground terminal 
and connect it to an earth point. 
Use, with care, the earth (largest 
and longest) pin in the 13A 
mains plug. Do ensure that this 
lead is well insulated where it 
passes inside the plug body. 


Sony AF goes 
AWOL 


WHEN | use the autofocus on 
my Sony CCD-V200 camcorder 
at a 10 metre distance in good 
light, | can zoom in and the focus 
is very good and clear. But if | 
move the camera, or what | am 
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filming moves, the focus goes 
completely. 

With my previous camera, a 
CCD-V7AF, you could zoom in 
and out in similar conditions and 
the picture would be acceptable. 

Could you tell me if this is a 
fault on the camera, or if not, 
how do you suggest | cope with 
it? 

W J Grey, 
Bristol 


THE AUTOFOCUS system to the 
CCD-V200 is at least as good as 
that used on the CCD-V7/V8 
series of camcorders. 

This suggests that your camera 
is in need of adjustment — to the 
optical back-focus, or to the AF 
department. 

Start. by returning the camera 
to the point of purchase, with a 
request that the work be carried 
out free of charge under the 
terms of the guarantee. 


NEC portable 


loses picture 


MY NEC P1040 Beta portable 
system has lost its picture — 
sound remains OK. | removed 
the top and found that the head 
drum was not turning. 

My dealer was flummoxed and 
sent the machine to NEC. Later 
he gave me the estimate — 
£279! | refused. 

On its return | went into the 
machine and proved that the 
heads were OK by turning the 
drum with an external motor 
(we’ve spared readers the details 
— Fd). |s the estimate price fair? 
Can | somehow get the machine 
working with an external motor? 
B Flower, 
Darlington 


ALTHOUGH IT’S not possible to 
pass full judgement without 
knowing exactly what's wrong 
with the machine, | cannot think 
of any fault which would fairly 
cost £279 to put right — even 
replacement of a drum motor. 
It’s not possible to drive or 
synchronise an external motor. 
Reassemble the machine and 
seek another estimate — from a 
competent local engineer. 


NEC portable VHS system 
— camera, tuner/timer, 

recorder and AC adaptor/ 
charger. 
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NEW YEAR SALE NOW ON :« NEW YEAR SALE E NOW = des —— SALE NOW ON x 


CENTRE 
BEST IN KENT 


JVC SUPER VHS SYSTEM 


ANOTHER FIRST FRO 
JVC NOW AT EDC 
HRS 5000 EK HiFiSTEREO VIDEO ......... 


POA 
(HERE SOON) GF-S1000EK CAMCORDER POA 
AV S250EK TV POA 


E708 & E70 


CaNON camcorDERS 
LUXURY AND QUALITY WITH REMOTE 
CONTROL 420,000 PIXELS ccD 


JVC HR-S5000 


FULL RANGE JVC VIDEO MIDI 
AND GR-45 IN STOCK 


VIDEO CAMCORDERS 


Panasonic 
V8 “ak” empl 


VIDEO-CAMCORDERS 
M7 2 i 
MC10 Panasonic |vv-p5 | 


NEW YEAR SALE NOW ON «+ YEAR SALE NOW ON :: NEW YEAR SALE NOW ON :x 


MC6 FREE 14” TV WITH Ai 
M-S1 
RECORDERS 
oo vit pon 
G45 VHR 4350 POA so IN STOCK POA 
G48 SUPER VHS MS1 SONY CAMCORDERS 
ALSO CCD F330 ........ POA CCD V90 POA 
INSTOCK | GGDF330....... POA CCDV90........ 


CCD F340 ........ POA CCDV200........ POA 


ELECTRICAL VIDEOS & ICA OMNES: TVS; WE CANNOT BE BEATEN 
138 PELHAM ROAD BUSH TT RING ANY TIME 


GRAVESEND OPEN LATE THURSDAY TILL 8 PM 
WNIT Oda chia 0474 326600 


* NEW YEAR SALE NOW ON : NEW YEAR SALE NOW ON :: NEW YEAR SALE NOW = 
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IN * NO MON 31VS YV3A MAN * NO MON 31VS HVSA MAN * NO MON 31VS HV3A MAN *%* NO MON 31VS YVSA MAN * 
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PANASONIC 
MC10 


cap Fe JVC SONY 

IN.¢.%§ Panasonic SANSU 
Canon QW PIONEER 
FISHER @SANYO 
FUJIX FERGUSON 

SONY 

CCDV330 GoldStar PHILIPS [T DK 

} GRUNDIG @HITACHI 


SHARP TOSHIBA WUOZLa) 


SONY CCDV200 


SONY V340 


JVC GR45 
AKAI HITACHI PANASO 
AKAI VS23 NEW uu... £289.00 HITACHI 1 (1 Rear ee Re PHONE PANASONIC NVD48B Digital P.I.P .... PHONE 
NE RES £335.00 HITACH! —VI00 £379,99 PANASONIC NVD8OB Hi-Fi Digital... PHONE 
AKAL ——_-GT2B70 TV NEW 28"T.V.PHONE — iTac) —V7T-430 Digital PLP. . £399.00 NC 
HITACH] © VT-450 oo... csceescscsese. £379.00 
FERGUSON Meo HADPO Lcsculae PHONE 
PEAGUSON = FVI2b 28 aicck actotc: PHONE JVC ARD SSO hah cte ce PHONE 
Ae eee : oe 
i-Cam Hi-Fi ...... ew .. 
FERGUSON FV20B NEW..................... PHONE PANASONIC JVC HRD400 NOW nc csssssseee PHONE 
FERGUSON FV21R NEW... PHONE PANASONIC NVG40B New ................ PHONE jvc HRD700 Digital .......... PHONE 
FERGUSON FV26 Digital P.I.P......... PHONE PANASONIC NVG45B New ............... PHONE JVC HRD500 New ................ PHONE 
NATIONAL. mae eae £309 vy oe 14” Mut system... £259.00 aoa coe 
JVC C-210KM 21” Multi system........... £389.00 Te PRG asic titan acts £169.00 

£259.00 JVC C210ME 21” Mut yt... £94.00 Se aS ee £189.00 

NATIONAL  NV-D38EN PIP £9.90 ITACHI V1-548 PHONE ONY FEUD bacscndionee £309. 
sae HITAGH VEAQE muti 9 eg : 

NATIONAL —NV-H75EN hit stereo £399.00 ik Va yaa as K-12 MES 19” My... 99900 NATIONAL 16° TC-668 S00 
Kina Ranainin aan TOSHIBA, ay Su anata, ORs 
OL Wee £319.00 ToetieA OV-80 Digtal 2 Eaeoe SONY KVZTAR 2 Sere Mulls PHONE PANASONIC... 
NATIONAL NVG-21 ......cccccccec.. £290.00 TOSHIBA V-87M8 Multi System aa SONY KV-1902 GE won... ccccccsssseecsssseee £319.00 16” PALB.... £219.00 


cAGSESS AN, 

once 
TELEPHONE AND MAIL ORDERS 
PHONE NOW FOR BEST PRICES 


ON ALL ITEMS!! 

EXPORT — QUALITY ORDERS WELCOME 
CAN SUPPLY EXCLUDING DUTY & VAT 
All Prices correct at time of going to press andi 
are subject to change without prior notice. 
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Test Date: Hf we’ve reviewed a machine you’re 
interested in, you can order a past copy from our 
nm le 


picure, excellent value. Best Buy under £350 
What Video awards winner ‘87 
Teletext timer programming and real time tape counter 
Teletext programming and real time tape counter 
Uses teletext pages to set timer, fair picure 
Pidure in picture. Update of VXL-9 
Nice range of features, fair picure 


3 


BISSSSsssstssssssssessess28os2sss2E33 


help you hook 


282222222222 8222222222222222 


HF basaddsaalafoasnantssanaltthic 


See eee eee sess 2 SS 222222222222222222 


Slow Motion, Frame Advance, Insert Edit, Audio Dub: All up two recorders for copy/edit work. 
will be useful if you plan a lot of 


AV Sockets: We've listed these to 


See ee e222 2222222222222 
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VHS Recorder Prices and Facilities 
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GARLAND ELECTRONICS LTD 


331 BALLARDS LANE 9B HALL STREET 
LONDON N12 8LT LONDON N12 8DB 


TEL: 01-446 5398 TEL: 01-446 5548 
(3 LINES) (2 LINES) 
01-445 4221 


TELEX: 265764GARLA 
OPEN 6 DAYS 9.15a.m.—7.00p.m. MON-FRI, 9.15a.m.—6.30p.m. SAT 
AUTHORISED DEALERS FOR - 


‘SONY. JVC Panasonic Amitsusisui TOSHIBA 


Interest Free Credit over 6 months available 


JVC, MITSUBISHI, PANASONIC, S-VHS EQUIPMENT NOW IN STOCK 


VIDEO RECORDERS TELEVISIONS , 


~ SONY. SONY. Jvc 
VHS VIDEO KV-P14 Manual 
ALL WITH REMOTE \ giv-4ot ; KV-M14U Remote 
SLV-801 KV-19XMT Remote Toxt C-140EK/KM Remot 
HRD-530EK Hi-fi Nicam : - emote Te: - emote 
HRD-700EK New Digital precept Sy bo RVI Hong Tot C-210EK/KM Remote 
pg Sore ts ys oo VHS ‘C’ Format KVX2 m fe Text r 
X27TU Re ais Tex! lew 
HRD-320EK ner hae KVD27 ITV 4 ¢ MITSUBISHI 
HRD-SO0EK CAMCORDERS 8mm Panasonic 
a CCD-F300 TC-1480 Manual CT-1440 Manual 
i he CCD-V200PRO TC-1485 Remote CT-1447 Remote 
Panason TC-1675 Remote CT-1905 Remote 
IC = ,AamirsuBIsHi TX2 Remote Text CT-2141BM 
| ALL WITH REMOTE ALL WITH REMOTE TXC78 CT-2146BM 
NV-G40B NEW ae B19 New Digital F Pr Lt CT-2142TX Remote Text 
NV-G45B NEW HS-830 New Twin ond Prog. .  TX-2480 CT-2534TX Remote Text 
NV-D48B Digital . Two Speed TX-2482 yes 
* 5 YEAR GUARANTEE ON ALL SONY Tv’S 


————S= 
SONY. . Panasonic 
VIDEO 8 NVM7B 

CCDF-330 NVMC10B 


NVMC6B 


SPECIAL OFF ER MITSUBISHI HS-349B Twin Speed, Remote Control sesesageseneees Rte. adtcean ae 


| FOR PRICES CALL US NOW ON: 
01-446 5398 (3 Lines) 01-446 5548 (2 Lines) 01-445 4221 
DELIVERIES IN AND AROUND LONDON ARE FREE OF CHARGE 
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LOWEST PRICES 


IN THE U.K. — GUARANTEED 


“EMPIRE ELECTRO CENTRES”, THE NORTH’S LEADING DEALER. 
CALL IN NOW FOR EXPERT ADVICE, DEMONSTRATIONS. 
THE LOWEST PRICES ON ALL VIDEO RECORDERS AND TELEVISIONS 
AND 12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON CAMCORDERS. 


VIDEOS VIDEOS TELEVISIONS 


AKAI VS-23EK HITACHI VT520 AKAI CT2570 

AKAI VS-35EK RI NG HITACHI VT530 RING AKAI CT2870 RING 
AKAI VS-55EK JVC HRD320 PANASONIC 102185 

AKAI VS-66EK NOW PANASONIC NVG40B NOW PANASONIC TX2 NOW 


ftragtao FORTHE ‘wise ne FOR THE snc FOR THE 
TOSHIBA DV90B LOWEST PANASONIC NVF51B LOWEST SONY KVM14 LOWEST 
TOSHIBA V300B SANYO VHR4150E SONY KVM14T 

TOSHIBA V500B PRICES SHARP VC105 PRICES SONY KVMP19T PRICES 


FERGUSON FV20B i SONY SLV201 ne SONY KVX21T iN 
FERGUSON FV21R SONY SLV401 SONY KVX25T 
GRUNDIG VS500 U.K. SONY SLV801 SONY KVDX27T U.K. 


CAMCORDERS a 
OF ACCESSORIES 
aay FOR ALL CAMCORDERS 
ALWAYS IN STOCK 


12 MONTHS CREDIT 


RING NOW 
FOR THE BEST 
~ PRICE IN U.K. 


PANASONIC ¢ i og "4180 stock 
NV-MC10B We Y WIDE RANGE 
sisi OF CTV's & 


SO 
CCD-F330 


Giese - Same BR ADFORD <: Tele 102 Oza) 4eziso Theil iad. 
cer" aaron ao cane Sen BRADFORD 73 Lat a Thornbury. 
See SS SS Ss WAKEFIELD oii 
ELECTRO CENTRES LIMITED HUDDERSFIELD icsmwiiansreet 
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FERGUSON Beaks e PANASONIC — JVC — HITACHI — PIONEER — SANYO — TECHNICS — PHILIPS 


WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY PRICE , 
ON TV — VCR — HI-FI 
— CAMCORDERS — MICROWAVES 


SPECIALIST IN CAMCORDERS 


HITACHI TELEFUNKEN 
SALE NTB QQ Fesasdan scene Soee eomeauen vee eee PHONE pene LOMGPIAY aiden ehvaanateset theta ie SALE 
VI6S0: cinta see eee PHONE: S995 7 5 ee Ns is. uetuerek SALE 
W522 dcSunt Ae ee es PHONE po Camcorder ......... UK’s BEST PRICE 
VIDEO RECORDERS VEASON Be ies sae PHONE 
VIGO Scan wh dne a ee PHONE SONY VIDEOS 
AKAIVS35 ose esesess sete eseeeeeteseens SALE’ YMose <a tes eee PHONE SLV-201 2.0... UK’s BEST PRICE 
VMG00: gon rae ae ay PHONE” “SLV-4010. 0.00 cs UK’s BEST PRICE 
FERGUSON TV’s 14" SEW ABO? sihoach ces ads caged: UK’s BEST PRICE 
PVIOR: 5 evr ttlet.ccanuvs saben Dae SALE 
TPN aeucansclecsvitnt eaieeiein ds SALE i es: ae onda See ei ente SONY TV’s 
BVT res sitticne apatbensdtcye IN OMARS SALE CRTOR0G oe ate wee PHONE Sony KV27XRT ......... UK’s BEST PRICE 
EVIGHIVG) jcasscti ot. aac. UK’s lowest price CPTOBTSK ch en PHONE Sony KVX21T .. ... UK’sBEST PRICE 
FV14Nicam Hi-fi ............ UK'siowestprice- 0 a ess Sony KVX25T UK’s BEST PRICE 
FVZENOW sevice owanncseet UK’s lowest price SONY CAMCORDERS 
HITACHI Sony CCDV90 ............ UK’s BEST PRICE 
TROD ici. cin ae PHONE PANASONIC Sony CCDV200 ......... UK’s BEST PRICE 
IED secs ed astvcnint coupe PHONE NVG-40B «noose sess ithe aniie. LE NEC 
VT430 PHONE NVG-45B ......0.. co UK’s BEST PRICE 
NTASON coe i iencaali PHONE NVG-48B ......... ce UK'SBESUPRICE ©: N-9055: 0)... ocis. cet ecccsasscnsaesceatens £249.00 
VMC40 OR en) yes gaa PHONE NVG-80B eee eee eee eee eee ee ee eee eee ee SALE a 
sage eigen i A Rte Cates NVIMEZB io: gon todd tt oR teeekt rs ants) SALES, 
JVC NVIM-COB cote cate Ae sak SALE 


HRD AQ cies uessies sdaevadecceeainnaget PHONE MAIL ORDER 
HRDZOO ota cece bed! Hie SHARP HOTLI N E 


ARDSS0) of s.5c0d tae teens PHONE VC-A140 — What Video's Best Buy SALE 
SOI SA cB siccc Cnet ee, ae PHONE ve Pee tonevianad cs sites : titer A SALE 01 -577 0935 


Sony CCDV90 


Sony CCDF340 
y UK’s Best Price 


UK’s Best Price 


Canon E-70 : 
UK’s Lowest Price st Price i UK’s Best Price 


WORLD WIDE EXPORT 


Panasonic — Hitachi — JVC — NEC — Sharp — 
Sanyo Video’s at UK’s Best Prices 
Just quote your Acess/Visa No. for immediate despatch. 


: 124 HANWORTH RD., HOUNSLOW, MIDDX. TW3 1UG. 
What Video Award 16 ST JOHN’S RD., ISLEWORTH, HOUNSLOW 


Winners 01-577 0935 (24hr ans. mach.)/01-568 0877 


PHILIPS — NEC — AKAl — SHARP — CANON — FERGUSON — SONY — PANASONIC — 
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— SONY — PANASONIC — JVC — HITACHI — PIONEER — SANYO — TECHNICS — PHILIPS — NEC — AKAl — SHARP — CANON — 
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HI-WAY HI-FI LTD. 


TOP BRANDS AT UNBEATABLE BARGAINS 


313/315 EDGWARE ROAD BRANCHES: 67 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD 
LONDON W2 BUDGET SOUND SYSTEM LONDON W1 
01-723 5251 242 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD NEXT TO GOODGE ST STN 
01-402 2441 LONDON W1 01-637 9787/8 

01-636 5974/01-636 1752 


SALE NOW ON! 
MASSIVE REDUCTIONS 
Jvc 


ie = (best buy) :............. OnGele' | yQage ce yi a eee | END 


Bib prRip staid h sgiajace Sis statasiopa aie cqgata VS66 (2 Speed PIP) See. igs: 
G ciesiciviee ceeeensen Mevveseey VS77 (Nicam Stereo Hi-Fi) * On Sale dadin bocce cccecdecaantoneeee 


@ HITACHI 
VMC40(VHSC) ..............064. 
VM600 (Full VHS) ............... 


ALSO ON. OFFER ALL MODELS — | GRa8 vere ceeeeetees 


FROM: SANYO, SONY, AMSTRAD, $1000 (SVHS) «.-.oesoseen 
TOSHIBA PHILIPS si Ranasone 


MULTI SYSTEMS — T.V.’s VIDEO’s ALL SYSTEMS 
AVAILABLE INCLUDING PAL (UK) PAL B/G, SEC, BG, 
SEC 0.K. FRENCH SEC & N.T.S.C. (3 SPEED) 


JVC-HRD-211EM Pal/Secam.. mri 00 

JVC-HRD-171 PALB .... P.0.A. SONY 

JVC-HRD 566M/System Hi fi. . P.O. A. Sony KV1440-14” N/R Pal B...... 

JVC-HRD 337M/System SPILP.......... P.O.A. Sony KV1442ME-14” R/C Pal/Secam P, 0. i 

JVC-HRD 530 Pal BHi-Fi.................... P.O.A. Sony KV1882-18" Pal . r P.0.A. 
Sony KV2092ME-20” Pal/Secam .. ef POA. 

HITACHI Sony KV21XSD-21" Pal/Secam.......... P.O.A. 
Sony KV25XSD-25" Pal/Secam.......... P.O.A. 

Hitachi VT418DS Pal/Secam ......... P.0.A. Sony KV27TCD-27” Pal/Secam ..............£570 

Hitachi VT428DS Pal/Secam .. . P.0.A. 


Hitachi VT258 Pal/Secam LCD PIP ..... P.0.A. 
Hitachi VT498 M/System SD/LP.......... P.0.A. JVC 
Hitachi VTP50 Player Pal/Secam ........ P.0.A. 


NATIONAL IMoCeNORN aT Myst p ' 
National NVG9EM Pal/Secam............ £300.00 Ss ECIALIST N 
National MVG120EM Pal/Secam ....... P.O.A. WORLDWIDE 


National NVG3OEN Pal .............. £260. 


National NVD36PalBPIP POA. Ring 01-402 2441 EXPORTS 


Natal VTOENPaIBSPLP PDA 
ational ‘al JN ae Se A UY 
National NVH75 Pal BHi-Fi........... P-O.A. FOR THE LATEST HI-WAY HI-FI, 313/315 EDGWARE ROAD 


SHARP MODEL AND BEST LONDON W2 
Sharp VC779 M/System .................... PLO.A. PRICE 01 -723 5251 - 01 -402 2441 


ALL EXPORT PRICES PLUS VAT 


* CDV FROM PIONEER @ PHILIPS @ MARANTZ — ON SALE HERE NOW! x 
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UNBEATABLE DEALS 


CAMCORDERS: 


FERGUSON FCO4/FCOS/FCO6/FCO7/FC08 VHS ooo... .ccecccsceeeceeeeevees P.O.A. 
CANON E70/E708 8MM «0.2... ec. cceeceeeceeeseees P.O.A. 
SONY CCDV200/CCDV90 8mm P.O.A. 
SHARP VCL73HA VHS ‘C’.... P.O.A. 
SONY CCDF330/340 8mm... P.O.A. 
PANASONIC NVMS1B... P.O.A. 
PANASONIC NVMC10B....... P.O.A. 
PANASONIC NVMICOD oot ite INRNS soe Sa atiasinereiseycsdsonves orice oegee eh P.O.A. 


AMSTRAD 6000/6100 See -P.O.A. E 
FERGUSON 3V43 hifi EAS Yo HOUR REC TIM! 
“FERGUSON 3V58 hifi VIDEO 8 5% 
FERGUSON av52 portable ac/dc .. 
*FERGUSON3VS59 LP ............. £299 : 


PANASONIC NVG40/45/NVD48/NVG180 
PHILIPS VR6470/6185/6843 ..............., 


PIONEER VR727hifi ............. ‘0.A. : @ All belts are fused and 


Best, cc! .. £210 come complete with 
a £259 charger 
SHARP VCA140/VCA5011.. .0.A. ; i 
perro Pip Digital. OA. @ Adjustable from 32” to 
INY EVA800/SLV201 . .0.A. ” A ; 

SHARP BLCO50 ae On 46” waist sizes 

180B. 0. 
PANASOMICNVFSIB 42,55 costs sori Coosa cesian, .0.A. 7 AH V200 


PROFESSIONAL 
NICAD POWER BELT 


Over 6 hours 


FERGUSON 16"... .ccc... : a 9-6 CAMCORDER 

FERGUSON I6'Tebiod 4AH 51 REC TIME 
i Serearsi ee GRC1-45 

GOLDSTAR/SAMSUNG 14" ..... ae For colour leaflet send SAE to:- 


5" TV/RADIO/Twin Cass ....... 
DSM VIDEO LTD 


SONY EVOTI ios, clearance DiS Wise Mange ude sad en ehia 
Also available Pioneer — Sony — Ferguson — TV's 404, CLIPSLEY LANE 
HAYDOCK, 


MAIL ORDER THROUGHOUT U.K. CREDIT CARDS WELCOME. TERMS AVAILABLE 
LANCS WA11 0SX 


WE DO NOT SELL GREY IMPORTS — ALL GENUINE U.K. MODELS (GUARANTEED) 
FOR TECHNICAL we gine 
Fear ahiaa moos 


Siting 1 Kent Me ME7 1BL. 
gta 576270/573141. 


ler for 
SONY — PIONEER AIWA — SHARP FERGUSON — GOODMANS — CANON — FUJI 


350 EDGWARE ROAD 
LONDON W2 
TEL: 01-402 2100 


"0:A. NATIONAL 
wsvesentntntntnnnenenevenannnnesevenenese 7 FO.A. — NVG33ENPAL-B oo ccccccscocseessseeeeeee 275 
"0.A. —NVH79ENHI-FIPAL:B 
a . NVD SB DIGITAL PP PALS. es 

FV26D DIGITAL PIP... ” POA. REIS cons tcgeol ceca chalg 
SLV 201 VHS NVG220EM PAL-SECAM £310 

FV14 NICAM STEREO HI-FI. POA 8401 VHS “ ‘A. NVQ S00EM MULT SYSTEM NTSC 

by in nd cede ae SLV801 VHS "A. _-PLAYBACKONPALTV........... 8450 


SLF 25UB BETA... Bi itasbies 293 NVG SOOEM MULTI SYSTEN/ & FRENCA SECAMNTSC 
HITACHI ~ POA 


EVS 800UB 8mm... .. £8 PLAYBACK ON PAL TV LP. 


ah 8mm VIDEO RECORDER , NVG S5OPX MULTI SYSTEM... 
VT 7E PORTABLE INC. TUNER TIMER INFRA-RED .0.A. SHARP 

2 x VG 779 MULTISYSTEM ..........00.....0. 
REMOTE SP-LP 4 HEAD 2-CHANNEL SOUND VC 311EM PAL-SECAM 


Special Clearance Price .................0...ccccccc..e- 


ALL EXPORT PRICES ARE 
EXCLUSIVE OF VAT 
ie ee hae ae pe ee ” P.0.A. ye Eger opa Aon 
en COMPLETE RANGE OF SONY, 3 
HSB30 LP LEARNING REMOTE PANASONIC, MITSUBISHI TV’s TV’s AVAILABLE 


WITH NICAM STEREO RECORDER LARGE SELECTION OF VIDEO AC- 


HSB70 SVS (in StoCk) .........cecccssecseceseeseeoeee 
: AVAILABLE EX-STOCK P.O.A. CESSORIES AVAILABLE 


.0. 
5 FREE E180 TAPES (With HSB10 & HSB20 only) 
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INNOVATIONS IN A/V 


WIRELESS VIDEO MICROPHONES — 
The Professional Answer To Better Quality Audio 
Two superb wireless systems available which allow you to 
record the sound you want — clean, crisp audio direct 
from your subject — without the frustration of picking up 
irritating and unwanted extraneous sounds in between. 
Also eliminates noise pickup from camera controls and 
motors — and cameraman! Both systems offer 100 feet 
fange, and even the choice of 2 frequency channels for 
ensuring interference-free reception, WMS-20II system 
has two interchangeable microphones, one a miniature 
tie-clip mic and the other a hand-held mic, while the 
WMS-10i1 has just the tie-clip mic. Both feature compact 
transmitters and lightweight receivers which attach easily 
to camera with professional shoe mount or velcro, 
monitoring earphones, and audio output lead. Also avail- 
able are a hand-held mic with built-in transmitter, WM/T-30, for use with above receivers, and a camera- 
Mounting super directional mic, ECZ-330, with 45’ range. 1! All with improved performance. 
Video Microphones: ECZ-330 £59.00........... WM/T-30 £89.00 WMS-1011£129.00 _WMS-20£149.00 


DirectED and CollectED — State of the Art Editing and Indexing 
Revolutionary all-in-one video editor controlled by infra-red remote control handset, with menu choices 
and useful “Help” screens appearing on the TV to guide you every step of the way. Editing has never been 
this easy or this sophisticated, DirectED allows you to make professional looking video productions 
without a professional's budget. DirectED has a built-in high speed video computer to execute all the 
following functions: 

Editor: computer control, accurate to 1/10 sec, sophisticated 
memory, preview feature 

Character Generator: multiple types, styles & sizes, in 64 
colours, superimpose on video or on 64 coloured backgrounds 
Graphics: choice of pictures in 64 colours, mix with titles or 
superimpose on video or 64 colour backgrounds 

Wipes & Fades: 17 types of fade or wipe, digitally generated, 
choose speed, delay & duration, 64 colours, also SFX 
Librarian: Index & catalogue every tape, movie and scene, access 
at any time to use in new productions 

CollectED: Extra module for filing & accessing music videos by 
title and. artist, play in any order like a video jukebox 

DirectED works with all VHS, Beta, 8mm and U-Matic systems. 
15 mins demo tapes available in VHS £7.00. Direct Ed £499.00. 
Try it out with equipment on 14 day trial. Limited stock. 


FINAL STOCK CLEARANCE ON SURROUND SOUND SYSTEM 
The V-9100 Surround Sound System is unique in that every- 
thing is included ~ 1 processor, 3 amplifiers, 4 speakers, and 
even the speaker wire! The processor will extract the hidden 
material on video tapes to produce sound effects that will 
completely engulf you — in front, behind, above and around 
you. It will also add greater depth to your music collection with 
it's variable delay to recreate the original ambience of the 
recording, as well as dramatically enhancing mono sources 
such as normal TV and AM radio. Built-in amplifiers power both 
the front and rear speakers with separate controls for rear volume, treble, bass, balance, and master 


XTRALINK — The Best Video & Remote Control Extender 
XTRALINK enables you to watch a video tape or 
Satellite programme on any TV in your home, while 
at the same time allowing you to remotely control 
your VCR or Satellite system from any room. 
XTRALINK uses proper coaxial cable (unlike Rabbit) 
for, interference-free, high resolution reception. So 
it's ideal for HO VCR, Cable and Satellite systems, 
giving dramatically better picture quality and noise 
rejection upto a mile away! You can also control upto 
6 separate video or audio systems (TV, CD, Hi-Fi, 
etc) in your house from any room, as each tiny 
transmitter (2 transmitters supplied) can activate 
upto 3 remote control components. XTRALINK comprises 1 infra-red receiver (shown), a Splitter box and 
2 tiny senders. XTRALINK gives you the best of both worlds, and it’s legal (unlike Videosenders which 
attract £2000 fines)! XTRALINK is compact, unobtrusive, remarkably versatile, and offers the best answer 
to extending your enjoyment throughout your home. 
XTRALINK — The Sensible Solution To Extending Home Entertainment...................0..cs-esese+ 


HAL performs two totally innovative functions. It allows you to 
rogram your VCR by telephone from anywhere at anytime, 
ind also actually talks you through the programming process 
| whether at home or away. Have you ever missed a TV 
| programme while you were out that you wished you had taped? 
F | Well now you need never again miss recording a programme 
because you were out and forgot to pre-program your VCR, or 
because you couldn't get home in time. HAL allows you to 
i remotely activate and control your VCR from anywhere in the 
even talk you through the programming process one step at a time, as 
well as confirming all your instructions back to you at the end! Private access code ensures complete 
Security. At home, HAL makes it easy for ANYONE to program the VCR — they just follow HAL's spoken 
directions! HAL works with all infra-red remote control VCRs, and can also be used to activate any remote 
control TV/Hi-Fi/Satellite or even lighting systems. The future has definitely arrived! 
HAL — The world’s only remote activated VCR controller... £129.99 
Requires a portable touch tone keypad for pulse telephon .. £9.99 


FREE VOUCHERS WORTH £5.00 sent with EVERY UNIT 
ALL PRICES ABOVE INCLUDE VAT, PLEASE ADD £2.00 P-+P PER ITEM 
FREE 14 DAY TRIAL OFFER ON ALL UNITS. (TRADE ENQUIRIES INVITED) 
TO ORDER OR REQUEST FURTHER INFORMATION, TICK RELEVANT BOX BELOW 
To: BRITECH ENTERPRISES LTD., 13 KYNANCE MEWS, LONDON SW7 40R. (01-937 3602) 
Please send: (] HAL C) V-9100 C) XTRALINK C) (2-330 C) WM/T-30 C) WMS-10ll CO WMS-20 
lenclose a Cheque/Postal Order for the SUM Of ...........cccccccccccccscccceccsseccsesssnsesssssessece 


SWIFTCURRENT LID 


AUDIO — VIDEO — HI-FI SPECIALISTS 


VIDEO WORLD 


260 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON W1 
TEL: 01-631 3573 01-631 1069 FAX: 01-631 3906 


Hl-Fl AND COMPUTER 
CENTRE 


10 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON W1 
TEL: 01-631 1013 


VIDEOS - UK MODELS TV’s 

PANASONIC NVG40B ... £330 SONY KVM14U ............ £240 
PANASONIC NVG45B ... £370 sae laa seeseeeenene £280 
PANASONIC NVD48B ... £440 

JVCHRDS20EK pes See gad team £379 
JVCHRD400EK ............ £306 

JVCHRDSO0EK ............ £359 pokes ereeeeeeees £435 
JVCHRD700EK ............ £440 

JVC HRD750EK Bo) abana ER £440 SONY KVX25T Pecesescnsce £499 
JVCHRDS30EK ............ £640 _ (Text) 

JVC HRS5000 ‘SVHS' eh £899 SONY KVDX27T eececcces £630 
SHARP VCT105............ £305 _ (Text) 


SONVEVDTA 3.:.;..,.s-0¢ 


Saat Sf £389 4 PANASONIC TX2470 


PANASONIC TXC78 ...... £599 
AKAIVS23EK ............... £285 

AKAIVSASSEK ............ £355 SHARPC1420 ............ £150 
AKAI VSA66EK eee ENA § £440 JVC Ct 40EK Cecvcsssesccsne £180 
AKAIVSA77EK ........--- e599 JVCC2IOEK .....s...5. £300 
araleyeo e369 PHILIPS21”FST ........ £250 
SONY SLV801 ............ £725 Remote 


PHILIPS 6367 ............... £250 
MITSUBISHI B20 ......... £339 SPECIAL OFFERS 
SUPRA 6” Colour TV/Monitor.. £149 

rca dee a e800 _ AC/DC, UHF/VHF 

SONY CCDF340 ......... e990 PANASONIC 28”... £435 

SONY CCDV200 PRO... £1540 _ FST Remote TV 

PANASONIC NVM7B ... £1075 PIONEERCLD1200 .................. £475 

PANASONIC NVMC6B. ...g890 ~—«GD/VIDEO 

PANASONIC NVMC10B £1075 PHILIPS CDV475 ................... £420 

PANASONIC NVMS1 ... £1499 CD/VIDEO 
‘SVHS’ PANASONIC 

JVC GRA30......6.c.ccccseee £825 CANON 

UVEGRES ES 8 £900 TOSHIBA 

TELEFUNKEN 2892 ...... £850 SHARP peste peed 
(GR45 CLONE) MURATA 

SHARP VLC650 ............ £900 

HITACHI VM600..........-. £999 ALL CASH OR CHEQUE PRICES 

SANYO VMD-1 ............ ALL PRICES ARE INCLUDING V.A.T. 


LARGEST STOCKISTS OF EXPORT 
TV’S & VIDEOS 
(PAL, SECAM, NTSC) 


WORLDWIDE EXPORTS ARRANGED 


MAIL ORDER THROUGHOUT U.K. 
(Carriage Extra) 


MAIL ORDER 
HOTLINE 


01-631 3573 
Adam/Bhagi 
a a 
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...... WHAT VIDEO reprints at £1.50 per reprint (£3 each for 
overseas). The review(s) or features | require are (state title and issue date): 


TEST REPRINT ORDER FORM 


Complete in BLOCK CAPITALS and send to: 
Test Reprint Dept., WHAT VIDEO, 


57-59 Rochester Place, London NW1 9JU. 
lense a cheque to the value of 
| enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 


E5USSEPUAEELEGAG2 SUGUGUEGE A322 20 45 852282 | 


5353 pgisyeiaas nis 


ia - " 5 
i F 43 este! 2 8 Ee 
iit LEER 4] ee rhe pemeenge2eeezetece UOUETOSS 9906 (02 108 seznns 


aly! rt SSSSORLSSRSS SB 2888555888 88 285 BSVUSSSVReRRS 
7 (Ht ES2E4555 582 fidsgSUgSS4SE833 2} 42055583 18550553 8355 a558 SREaEHAEESAaS5 
35 
2 
Z iH nH 


ir a 5 ai a 
ath AP 58 ry : : & B gseqheteue 
SU} || seosdde2e0%s [otoe beseauses2s li al8889 iccowessl0089 Spnas coleeusaeseaae 


What Video February 1989 143 


ie 


eos, cameras, blank tapes, software, accessories — all here in this 
-a-glance WHAT VIDEO advertising guide 2 
. LONDON 


ASK ELECTRONICS 
248-250 Tottenham Court Road, W1 
TELEPHONE: 01-637 0353/0590 


| | EDGWARE ELECTRONICS 
CENTRE LTD. 
194 Edgware Road, W2 
TELEPHONE: 01-723 1465 
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PRC HI-FI VIDEO + TV 
450 Romford Road, Forest Gate, E7 
TELEPHONE: 01-552 2903/01-470 3499 


~ | Blaupunkt COLOURAMA 2000 LTD. 


32 Church Road, 
Northolt, UB5 5AB 
TELEPHONE: 01-841 4321 


67 Tottenham Court Road, W1 
TELEPHONE: 01-637 9787/3508 
242 Tottenham Court Road, W1 
TELEPHONE: 01-636 1752 
313-315 Edgware Road, W2 
TELEPHONE: 01-402 2441 


> 5 VIDEOCITY LASERWAY 
233 Tottenham Court Road, W1 
TELEPHONE: 01-631 1491 
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p 9 6 VIDEOCITY LASERWAY 
227 Tottenham Court Road, W1 


TELEPHONE: 01-631 1491 
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| Philips 


> 8 BABBER ELECTRONICS 
158 Uxbridge Road, West Ealing, 
London W13 8SB 
TELEPHONE: 01-579 6315 


29 ATLANTIC ELECTRICS 
37-39 High Street, Willesden, NW10 
TELEPHONE: 01-451 0302 


|e oOo SOUND AND IMAGE 
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de 17 FAIRBOTHAM & CO LTD 
58-62 Lower Hillgate, Stockport 
TELEPHONE: 061-480 4872 
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5 Het tH a 1 10-12 Grosvenor Road, Aldershot 
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BRYANTS HIFI 
* J H 


81 High Street, Aldershot 
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Computers 
Cine 

Hi Fi Equip. 
Audio Tape 


Televisions |@| 
TV Teletext (e@| 
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_ {Portables | | | | [ | 
[Cameras _|@| 
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Cass. raat 
Cass. Hold. |_| 
Cam. Tripods|@ |@| 

Cam. Filters [@]@| 


Mainten. Kit: 
Microphone: 
Dup. Leads 
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NOTTINGHAM WALES 


BUDD ELECTRICAL SALES LTD 
aq ENL AUDIO VISUAL So 120 Caerphilly Road, 
116-118 Alfreton Road, Nottingham ae Cardiff 
TELEPHONE: Nottingham 784015 : hie TELEPHONE: 0222 691286 
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LANCASHIRE 


3 ‘GOODRIGHTS (PRESTON) _ 


3 Friargate, Preston 
TELEPHONE: 0772 57528 


{ 8 CLEARTONE HI-FI & VIDEO 
235 Blackburn Rd., Bolton 
TELEPHONE: 0204-31423 


LEICESTERSHIRE 


| 0) VIDEOQUIP LTD 
5 Fosse Rd. South, Leicester LE3 OLP 
TELEPHONE: 0533 558818 
TELEX: 342291 


MERSEYSIDE 


{ 9 GOODRIGHTS (SOUTHPORT) 
525/527 Lord Street, Southport 
TELEPHONE: 0704 43615 


MIDDLESEX 


COLOURAMA 2000 LTD. 
32 Church Road, 
Northolt, UB5 5AB 

TELEPHONE: 01-841 4321 


STAFFORDSHIRE 


| 2 E. & N.F. FRENCH 
52 Dordon Road, Dordon, Tamworth 
TELEPHONE: 0827 892252 


SURREY 


TRU-FI SOUND & VISION 
2 Cromwell Road, Redhill 
TELEPHONE: (0737) 66128/67404 


| 5 COSMIC SUPERSTORE 
244-256 Station Road, 
Addleston, Surrey 
TELEPHONE: Weybridge 54522/43769/51753 


9 TRU-FI SOUND & VISION 
10 Church Street, Leatherhead 
TELEPHONE: 0372 378780 


W. MIDLANDS 


WOODS AUDIO VISUAL 
1 Upper High Street, 
Wednesbury 
TELEPHONE: 021-556 0473 


| 6 ORIENTAL STAR AGENCY LTD. 
548 Moseley Rd., Brimingham B12 9AD 
TELEPHONE: 021 449 6437 


TTC DISCOUNT SUPERSTORE 
Mail Order Division, 
378-386 Foleshill Road, 
Coventry, West Midlands 
TELEPHONE: 0203 662115 


i} | ELECTROCENTRE 
109 Soho Road, 
Birmingham B21 9LR 
TELEPHONE: (021) 523 2426 


COVENTRY 


1 3 COVENTRY SONY CENTRE 
The Upper Walkway 
72 Lower Precinct, Coventry 
TELEPHONE: 0203 224701 


DEALERS 
TO BE FEATURED 
IN WHAT VIDEO’S 
WHAT’S-IN-STORE 
GUIDE, PHONE 


01-485 0011 


rele “@\a 
fi nat Pia) 


Sy ‘ene 


See what good value a trial insertion can be. 
Call Charles Gardner on 01-485 0011 


01-485 0011 


payable to “WV Publications”, 57/59 Rochester Place, London NW1 9JU. 
Tel. (01) 485 OO11 (4 lines) 


01-485 0011 
een 


01-485 0011 


FER SCREEN 
Grainless rear projection screen (200mm x 
200mm) for conversion of slides, filmstrips and 
movie films to video. 
Independently described AS °..........:.cccceeseeeeeeereees 
“the best we've ever seen for (D.I.Y.) vid 
to-tape transfers” 
Make cheques payable to: 
Viewtech Audio Visual Media 
161 Winchester Road, Brislington, 
Bristol BS4 3NJ, England 


Orders using credit cards: 
Tel: Bristol (0272) 773422 & 717030 


Please Quote WV3 b — 
Callers Welcome eres 


LIGHTS 


NATIONWIDE UK 
FOR LISTS 
; : THE CAMCORDER EXPERTS 
100’s OF ITEMS IN STOCK 


* WEDDING CASES x 


The case that professionals choose 
Add a touch of class to your productions. After all your efforts to 
produce a good production, why spoil the effect by poor presenta- | 
tion? Use the case that catches the eye, its not the cheapest — but , 
judge from our customers comments:- 


“.., they are the nicest cases we've seen” — Video Memory 
Ce “... Both | and my customers were very pleased” — ABC Films 


c 
Nedding Order with confidence. If not delighted, return for full refund. £1.95 
Lay each inc P&P. Good discounts for bulk or trade orders. Use the case 
that professionals choose. 


* BUDGET VHS EDITING OFFER * 
Have you always thought that you could not afford professional 
editing? Well now you can. We've devised “Edit-by-Post"’@. Send 
your tapes and we will edit them to your instructions and return with 
the master edit. We use the excellent JVC BR8600 edit suite. You will 
be amazed at the quality. 


* EQUIPMENT BOUGHT & SOLD x 
Second user U-matic and VHS equipment always available. For further 
details of these and other services, please send a sae to 


SOUTHERN VIDEO SERVICES, 50 MAYFIELD CRESCENT, 
BRIGHTON, E. SUSSEX BN1 8HQ. Telephone (0273) 558320 


WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU 


REMOTES ® 


Wedding Cases We specialize in all 


Exclusively designed Prayer book i is 

pie Ma case, that will put the ranges of Sp ecial occa 
nishing touch to your production. 7 . 

A top quality white case, with silver ew case Ss thaay 


WROD Secoration with Silver Woda Boys Bane NOTTINGHAM SONY CENTRE, 
Ou. We tine pieenats _ Party Time 3 MANSFIELD ROAD, NOTTINGHAM Na13FB. (0602) 474566 
Day” logo. Now Ruby Wedding 20Bagement MANSFIELD SONY CENTRE, (0623) 659632 


available in gold 21st & 18th Birthday 
and a_ beautiful 
curved spine. 
£1.95 each inc P&P Cheque with order 
Oe discount on bulk orders. 
Cheque with order please. please 
Also available superb video luggage to suit most makes of cameras, camcorders & 
portable recorders (colours: black, burgundy, grey). Guaranteed tearproof. 
The Professional way to protect your equipment 
Distributors for Amaray International - The U.K.’s No. 1 video cassette case 
We now accept Access and Barclaycard z 
For more information please contact: 


B. W. VIDEO SERVICES LTD., 
29 Selden Road, Stockwood, Bristol. Tel: 0272/831052 anytime 


14 QUEEN ST, MANSFIELD, NOTTS. 


Christenin: 
All 9p + P&P 


@ SN31 @ SINOHdOYIIW @ Y34SNVHL INID @ 


@ TRIPODS @ HOME STUDIO KIT @ TAPE @ 


) BATTERIES @ BAGS @ FILTERS @ _ CABLES 


NEXUS MUSIC 
NON-COPYRIGHT MUSIC CASSETTE 


For home and commercial use. Volume One now 
available in the U.K. 10 tracks (30 Mins.) covering 
a full spectrum of moods. 


BUY! SELL! EXCHANGE! 


Buy sell and exchange ALL video/audio 
equipment (also all video/audio cassettes 


and records). NOTHING refused. 
Music and Video Exchange 


WEDDING VIDEOS 


Intensive Weekend Seminar 
& Workshop for 


Professional Cameramen 


%& Re-assess your technique and style 

%* Lear from distinguished speakers 

%* Practice new methods with other 
professionals 

%* Enjoy the splendid venue in North 
London 


4th & 5th February 1989 
Full details from Sharon 


HIGLIGHT VIDEO 
No 2 BARNHILL, 
PINNER, MIDDLESEX HA5 25X 
Telephone: 01-866 2705 


SUPERB QUALITY 


WHITE WEDDING CASES 
ONLY £1.95 inc. P&P 


PADDED & EMBOSSED IN SILVER 
ON SPINE & FRONT 


“WEDDING ALBUM” 
Cheque/P.0. with order to 
S. SHINE, 24 Beechwood Gdns 
ford, Essex 1G5 OAE 
Telephone 01-550 1245 


WEDDING VIDEOS presentation cases. Pro- 
fessional white case/silver lettering £1.50 ea. 
£13.90 per ten inc p&p. Cheque with order to: 
Celebration Videos, Cophall Farm, Polegate, 
BN26 6QL. Tel. (03212) 5767. 


ee 


O HEADS 
From only £34.96 
All VHS models available. 


Full fitting instructions and 12 months guarantee. 
Please ring for more details or a quote 


TEL. (0495) 215210 (24 hours) 
ALLEY VIDEO SPARES 
12 Gladstone Street, 
Abertillery, Gwent NP3 1NB 
We also si motors, belts, compa 
[| jae ond Reng Video spares. 


VIDEO HEADS 
from £25 


In 20 minutes with our easy to 
follow step by step photo- 
graphic instructions. Just 
send a £1 stamp (refunded if 
you order) for instructions and 


price list of 100s of models 
(VHS only). 
U-VIEW ELECTRONICS 
29 Warmsworth Road, 
Doncaster DN4 ORP 


Special introductory offer — £9.99 inc. p. & p. 
Cheques & P.0.’s payable to: 
NEXUS MUSIC, 37 Queens Road, 

Brighton, East Sussex BN1 3XB 


WELCOME 
NEW AND RECONDITIONED 
EQUIPMENT 
FULLY GUARANTEED 
COMPETITIVE PRICES 
TECHNICAL ADVICE GIVEN 


EXPORT ORDERS WELCOME 
FULL BACK UP AND REPAIR 
SERVICE 


FOR PERSONAL AND 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 


CANAL BRIDGE 
AUDIO VISUAL 
172 Caledonian Road, London, N1 0SG 


01-837 8741 


56 Notting Hill Gate, 
London W11. Tel: 01-727 0424. 
(Open 7 days 10am-8pm) 


ARE YOU BREAKING THE LAW? 


Now there is no need to infringe 
copyright 
Trackline offers you a library of copy- 
right-free music cassetttes specially 
produced for video makers 
Titles available: _ VARIOUS MOODS 
WEDDING MUSIC 
HOLIDAY MUSIC 
ONLY £12 EACH THRILLERS 
INC P&P SCI-FI 
SILENT MOVIES 
Cheques, P.0.s payable to: 
TRACKLINE MUSIC SERVICES 
68 Alton St. Crewe, Cheshire CW2 
70B. 
6270 665750/01-572 0179 


CAMCORDER WEATHER 
PROTECTORS 


Waterproof camcorder covers for safe videography 
in all weathers. (Folds to fit in pocket). 
£24.95p. inc. P&P 
To fit: Panasonic, Philips, Sony, etc. State make 
and model. 
Cheques to: CHERISHED VIDEOS, 
46 Moorfoot Avenue, Chester-Le-Street, 
County Durham DH2 3ED. Tel: 091 388 5856 


pee vd RE Ea 


JOHN TODD VIDEO SERVICES 
Specialist repair service for all Sony equipment including SFF1, 


SFC9, SLHF 100, SLHF 950, all Beta and Video 8 camcorders, Video 8 
home recorders, 2000, 3000, 4000 cameras, etc. 


Also repairs to all Panasonic, JVC, Ferguson camcorders/cameras and 
portable equipmemt. 


All repairs carried out to manufacturers specifications. 
Estimates before repair. 
Insured collection/delivery (UK mainland only). 


We also purchase all portable equipment, Cameras, recorders, cam- 
corders, etc, working or faulty for re-furb and re-sale. 


JOHN TODD VIDEO SERVICES 
32 MARSH STREET, STAFFORD ST16 3DB,, 
TEL. 0785 48202/43447 


Prop:.H. GRETTON 


Orders VISA 
Welcome 


Callers 
Welcome 


“FAST 
VIDEO 
REPAIRS 


_4HOUR 
SERVICE 


SURREY 
TV CLINIC 


85 Central Road, 


Worcester Park 
Tel. 01-330 3. 


AC Ny ATLANTIC 
ELECTRICS 


VIDEO REPAIRS 


ALL GOODS AND SERVICES ARE GUARANTEED 
FOR 3 MONTHS AFTER REPAIR. 


PHONE: 01-451 0302; 01-459 7233 
or call in 


295 High Road, Willesden NW10 


VIDEO RECORDERS CAMCORDERS 


PROFESSIONAL VIDEO TELEVISION 


‘SERVICED/REPAIRED BY THE 
OFFICIALLY RECOGNISED SPECIALISTS 


COLOURAMA 2000 LTD 
SERVICE CENTRE 


68-70 CHURCH ROAD NORTHOLT MIDDLESEX 
TEL: 01-841 4466 (3 lines) E 


ES — YOU CAN AFFORD HIGH QUALITY 

COMPUTER TITLING AND GRAPHICS 

THE TRIANGLE AMIGA SYSTEMS OFFER YOU ‘ : 

*A Character Generator 
100 pages, full screen 15 different transitions, flash colour shadowing, grids, proportional character 
Spacing, continuous scrolling, 3 font sizes 

*A NEW Enhanced Paintbox — using the optional A4 or A3 graphics tablet you can paint in 4096 
colours, at the same time, and wrap pictures around cubes, circles, tubes etc. 

*Animation — 2D full screen easily and simply. 3D Animation which can be run in real-time — for the 
more complex effect 

*A NEW Full Screen Colour Digitiser — Grab a video picture in 4096 colours, then shape it in the 
Paintbox, and move it in an animation — then record it back using the NEW Genlock. 

All these systems are available from Triangle TV either Professional or Broadcast Packages 

With the TRIANGLE SYSTEMS you get SERVICE, BACK-UP and FULL TRAINING and SUPPORT. 
TRIANGLE TV — the first to introduce Amiga systems. into Professional Editing environments. 

if you don't want a system yet, but want fo try the Amigas Amazing Graphics, you can dry-hire our Hi- 

Band Edit suite with fully integrated Amiga Systems, or we can even create graphics to your requirements 

from a simple logo to a cartoon. 

Why not send for a demo tape? At only £9.95, or make an appointment to come and see us. 


CALL JOHN CHALK or 
G PETER BARRETT On 01-874 3418 
FAX 01-877 1029 


130 BROOKWOOD ROAD, 
LONDON SW18 5DD 


CUSTOM TITLES ON VIDEO TAPE 


Give you titles the Professional Touch 
with Computer Graphics. Full range of 
services from Ready Made Titles to Cus- 
tom Graphics, individually tailored to your 
requirements, including Special Effects, 
3D Animations, Company Logos, 
Schools, Anniversaries and of course 
Weddings. In fact anything that you wish 
to video we will title it for you. VHS demo 
tape available £5 inc. 

Full Wedding Titles from £7.95 + Tape 


Further details from: : 
Galaxy Grafix 


FREEPOST, SWANSEA SA2 9ZZ 
(No stamp required) 
Tel: 0792 297660 


MERIDIAN — 
HIRE 


S-VHS CAMCORDERS 
S-VHS PROFESSIONAL 
EDITING 


¥ 


EN 


‘eT WT) 


FEATURES INCLUDE: 
* Easy to use full text and graphic editor. 

* 8 mixed directions of smooth text movement. 

* 3 character heights up to 20mm (Amstrad screen). 
* Creative editing gives multi colour-height text. 

* Auto-manual text centring-positioning + delays. 
255 lines of text storage in up to 255 pages. 

* Character designer + 10 character fonts supplied. 
* Load + save feature for text sequences and fonts. 
Written in machine code for the CPC6128-664-464. 
* Includes comprehensive manual and demonstration. 


Disc only £14.50 inc P&P. 

Order direct from: 
P.R.F. SOFTWARE, 26 Olton Road, 
Mickleover, Derbyshire DE3 5PL. 


Galaxy Grafix 


SPECTRUM 48/128K 


Pro titler will transform your spec- 
trum into a titling superstar and add 
that professional touch to all your 
video films. 
Available only from: 
HALL VIDEO PRODUCTS 


Ring 0606 551925 
for details 
Or see our display advertisement. 


2000 or video 8. 


Need a Start? 


Let us make a computer graphic ‘start’ for 
your video business, for that professional 
look. Just send us a sketch/print and 
details of your company logo or idea and 
our graphic department will do the rest 
(normally on H.G.-VHS unless stated. 
Send £37 +£1.20 p&p for your start in 
looking professional 
CLASSIC TOUCH 
Graphic Dept., 86A Grosvenor Rd, 
Skegness, Lincs PE25 2DG 


MAKE MONEY 
MAKING VIDEOS 


> Professional techniques explained <4 

> How to get video commissions < 

> Save pounds on equipment < 
Illustrated, information packed manual 


£5 . 95 inc. p&p 


Intermedia, 
47 Harbour St., Whitstable CTS 1AH 


mun viF 


VICTORY VIDEO 


A copyright free six track cassette 
lasting 34 minutes 


Only £8.50 inc. p&p 
01-555 4615 


EXPRESSIONS 


Copyright free music. 45 mins, 
10 tracks (mixed moods) on 
quality cassette. Available by 
post. Price £4.75 includes 
+p. Send cheques or p.o’s to: 
xpressions Music, Mill View, 
Peasenhall, Suffolk IP17 2LJ. 


EXPERIENCED 
CAMERAMAN 


with own equipment required 
for most Saturdays. 


Top rates given. 


Tel: 01-639 2360 


LEEDS. Studio hire + model agency for amateur 
video work + sets props lighting and camera 
hire. S.A.E. for full details. C.V. 11a The Crescent, 
Leeds LS6 2NW. Tel. 0552 789869. 


VIDEO TITLING AND EDITING 


Give your video that ‘Spielburg’ finish with the 
SVR Titling and Editing Service 
Our titling service includes full scrolling titles in any colour or shape, 
even in 3-D, which can then be overlayed onto your video recording 
using the very latest in computers and hardware. Whether you require 
titles & music for your special occasion video or require (all singing all 
dancing graphics’ for commercial style videos then we are able to help 
and oblige at very very competitive rates. We also are able to copy-one 
offs or multiples on most video formats including VHS, Betamax, Video 


E.g. 1 VHS to Betamax + Titles + Intro music = £12 + p&p&c. 
Ejither send your recording with title details + formats required or send an 
SAE for ‘ist of characters’ sheets to enter, titles required or 

Telephone (0977) 600067 
SOUND VISION RENTALS 
Brittania House, Skinner Lane, 
Pontefract, West Yorkshire 


VideoPnoductionSewices 
§ EDITING FACILITIES 
# U-MATIC — U-MATIC # VHS — U-MATIC 
FX 


g * U-MATIC — VHS * = 
* CAPTION CAMERA-GENERATOR 


* SELF DRIVE OR WITH EDITOR 

# RIVERSIDE LOCATION 

B * TAXI SERVICE AVAILABLE FROM 
MAIN LINE STATION 


TEL: HARLOW 
(0279) 414736 
164 Halling Hill, Harlow 


WANTED 
FOR CASH 
We pay top cash prices for all 

Camcorders. 
Phone: MILES HAYWOOD 
for immediate quotation: 


CLARITY VIDEO EXPRESS 
QUALITY TAPE DUPLICATION 
SERVICE 


U-matic, VHS, BVU, SP, Hi-Band to VHS 
very competitive rates 
Local collection and delivery available 
Quantity discounts 


Phone now for quote 


0274 560 170 


VHS — VIDEO 8 
INCLUDES fully programmable special effects, zoom, 
flips, slides, freeze frames, these can be incorporated in 
your productions. Using the latest touch Screen Control 
three machine edits are performed automatically. Audio 
dubbing is provided, ranging from 14” tape on CD. Both 
studios have been designed to provide a professional 
working atmosphere. Results from both VHS and Video 
8 are surprisingly clean. If you want to know more about 
getting the best then give us a ring and book yourself in 
for a demo, free of charge. of course 
You can ring Tony on 01-286 9532. 


A.P.N. TELE-VIDEO 


* Wedding Video Cases £1.50 + 30p p&p 
(Discount for 10+) 

* U-matic editing from £50 per day. 
* Amiga titling service.-Graphics & Logos 
* Copyright free music tapes * 
From £12 
7 Buckland Road, Chessington, 
Surrey KT9: 1JE. 


Tel: 01-397 8900 


‘ 
ESS) @ TV @HLFIA 
Backing our discount stores we have a 
K service department employing only 
highly qualified technicians to service Q 
your equipment at: 
10-12 Grosvenor Road, Aldershot, 
Hants. Tel: 0252-26390 or 


2 Cromwell Road, Redhill, Surrey. 
Tel: 0737 66128/67404 


‘ 


- 


ave. Laie 


— you may need it 


SPECIALIST CAMERA & CAMCORDER REPAIRS TO 
MANUFACTURERS STANDARDS 
AS RECOMMENDED BY JVC, GRUNDIG AND WV's 
PAUL RICHARDS 


24 Hr SERVICE (no _ i taxes 


LONGER TO REPAIR CAMCORDERS PROPERLY) 


FREE ESTIMATES wo -sc.ow 


£100 WE JUST GET ON WITH. IT) 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| JVC & CLONES — GRUNDIG — HITACHI — PANASONIC 
| + ONLY MANUFACTURERS SPARES FITTED . . . NO SUBSTITUTIONS 
| % DIRECT CONTACT WITH THE SPECIALIST ENGINEER 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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* TELEPHONE FOR DETAILS IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM 
* SMALL FAMILY BUSINESS 


£25.00 minimum handling charge + carr + VAT 
NO TIME WASTERS!! 


WE DO REQUIRE ACCURATE FAULT REPORTS AND 
EXAMPLE TAPE IF POSSIBLE 


Jlewark Video Services 


Grove Farm Estate, Long Lane 
Barnby-in-the-Willows, Newark, Notts. 
NG24 2SG. — Tel. 0636 84327 


SOUND ADVICE 
Need help with your soundtracks, 
choosing background music, copy: 
right clearance? The IAC offers man 
services to film video and A/V enthu 
Siasts. Ring Ashtead (03722) 7635 
for membership details or write to: 


63 Woodfield Lane, 
<> Ashtead, 
Surrey KT21 2BT. 


DISCOUNT VIDEO SALES 
© CAMERAS ¢ EDIT SUITES Part 


© BELTS © TRIPODS CASES 
RECORDING © LIGHTING Exchange 
Welcome 


% Professional Video Editing Techniques 
(5 days full-time) 20th February ‘89, 17th April '89 

* Production and Video Workshop 
(5 days full-time) 20 Feb '89, 17 April 

% Video/TV Post-Production and Studio Design (5 
weeks full-time) 23rd January '89, 20th March '89, 
15th May '89, 10th July ‘89. 

* Also Tailor made courses and Studio Set-up Consul- 
tancy (Day to day basis) 

All above courses suitable for beginners, non-technical 

persons. 

OFF-LINE EDITING at £50 (Dry) p.d. £85 

(including Editor) p.d. 

U-MATIC EDIT-SUITE WITH D.V.E. 


VISION-MIXER, AUDIO-MIX AND CHARACTER 
GENERATOR. 


Telephone SAV PRODUCTION 
for more details 

© SEG'S ¢ PROJECTORS © TBC'S 

© TELECINE © LENSES # TAPES 

© DOLLIES ¢ MONITORS 

Call LLOYD SALES + HO i 

01-841 4321 (5 lines) = 

‘SAME DAY DESPATCH Ing 


SERVICE CENTRE 01-841 4466 


325 Edgware tg W2 1BN. 
Tel: 01-724 7698 


S.A.V. SERVICES 


VIDEO CASSETTES 


Blank ex- eh ete pie -used only. Major 
a cellent 


10 for £18.00 § 
10 


For price list conte ] 
Protronics Ltd., Bodmin Road, | For further 
Coventry, CV2 5DB. ju we 
Tel: 0203-611564. 


SONY F1, Tuner/Timer, Mains Adaptor, 4000 
Camera, £450. Nega/Posi Adaptor £50. Will 
split. Peter Stafford (0785) 48423. 
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BROADCAST ANIMATION 
CONTROLLER 


BAC 900 


For BVU, Betacam M11 and 1” C edit 
machines. 
Features include: 
Skip & cycle animation in forward and 
reverse; frame grab, time lapse, cue, 
undo and A.O.F. 


eos 


Eos Electronics AV Ltd 
EOS House, Weston Square, Barry, 
South Glamorgan CF6 7YF U.K. 
Telephone: (0466) 741212 
Telex: 497223 EOS Fax: (0446) 746120 


Department VPX 
61a New Road 
Chippenham 
Wilts SN15 1ES 
(0249) 660033 


for your Video Pro-Extras 


you a MACRO? manic- 
poser 

3 Loss wal 9 Ph 2) Lens too close 

3) Uneven lighting 4) General irritability! 


Tele-Neg Converter — For viewing black-and-white or 
colour negatives — in full natural colour! Operates by 
intercepting the video line from a camera or camcorder to a 
TV, monitor or video recorder. er is video via BNC. 
Outputs are video wel and VHF (TV skt). Incorporates a 
poe neg switch so unit may be left in-line if desired. 

pplied with kit for hint 35mm negatives. dep 


Solve all of er problems with a Pro-X lens 
adaptor type CU3-49. Fits all cameras and 
camcorders with 49mm thread — other sizes 
please state. Scales down the normal focus range 
of the lens to a more workable distance of around 
12” giving equivalent magnification of ‘macro’ 
function (but without distortion!) whilst retaining 
full zoom and (auto) focus facilities of the camera 
lens — ideal for copying from randomly sized 
photographs, illustrations, art work etc. Perfect for 
dy d.iy. titles that elusive professional 
look. ice £12.99 
Please add 50p p+p. Adaptor rings for other 
thread sizes £3.00. 


6" Colour Monitor/TV — 12V DC or 240V AC via meer 
ot eas Line audio and video oo or VHF TV (chs 21 

69). Excellent, natural colour fidelity Circuit features in- 
clude auto black-level ing and interchannel audio 
hd Ideal for editing, titling or on-location monitoring 


Price £174.99 plus £5.00 carriage. 


Pro-X Video - Audio - Television Connectors 
(Add 50p p+p to all:in 1 this section) 
PX25 SCART to 5 DIN+1 BNC .. £6.95 PX22SCART to SCART....... £6.95  PX28 SCART to 1 BNC + 2 Phono£8.95 
PX29 SCART to 5 DIN+2 BNC .. £7.95 PX20SCARTto8DINTV.......... £7.95  PX32BNC to BNC... Be 
PX37 BNCtoPhono (1.5m)....... £3.45 PX33BNCtoVHF(1.5m)...... 83.48 PX35Phonoto Phono (1 Sm) 
au as piece £4.95 Nc nip Geyed £3.45 Heche _ comp, folding es in case, . shih £9. s 
to 3. ck adaptor lead (0. 0! on M7 Ce 5 


rammable Infra-red Remote Controller 
, audio, TV, Teletext. Learns up to 96 commands from other controllers by simply ey pone one at the other. 
et in sensible plain English. Reviewed in ‘What Video’ May 1988 95 plus £2.00 p+p. 


Calling all M7 Camcorder owners! our Extemai video and Audio Line 
service is now available for yo yout M7 Camcorder. With this conversion, your M7 effectively 
pechieer an editing suite in its own right. Video footage from other cameras or VCRs as well as video 
signals from electronic sources comets, pattern generators etc), can be insert or assemble edited the 
easy way — inside your own M7! For conversion in our laboratories, simply send your camcorder (but, 
please, not the accessories!) well packed (eg in its original transit case) to the tires above. Or, phone to 
arrange personal delivery and post-conversion collection. If possible, include a cassette containing some of 
your own work into which we will then insert a completion test-edit for return. Turn around times for 
conversions are currently running at 7 days. Price: .95 plus £6.00 return carriage. Other retrofits, eg: 
earphone socket, remote zoom, manual iris control etc are also available. STOP PRE: - line input rhe 
fit (s now available for the new Panasonic NV-M31 Super VHS camcorder. Special Price: £79. 
return carriage. Phone or send stamped addressed envelope for details. 


Terms: Mail Order. Cash with order or C.0.D. Same day des 
Please make cheques etc payable to General Avionics and snl 
on items where indicated 


We supply specialist Pail peas services to Government Departments and Multinational Companies 


oe ou 
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REPLACEMENT CINE/VIDEO CONVERTER 


LEADS! REMOTE CONTROL 


HANDSETS 


LEADS! FOR ALL TV’s 


AND VIDEO’s 
TV AND VIDEO 


CONNECTING LEADS UOG0D00 000°) 
VIDEO SENDER 


IT'S LIKE HAVING A VIDEO IN EVERY ROOM. 
> NOW CHOOSE WHAT YOU WATCH AND WHERE YOU WATCH IT. 


VIDEO/AUDIO ENHANCER 


A stereo VCR controller for enhancing the sound and picture quality of dubbing or fe Heap of video 4 
The single input can control two video recorders or monitors (TV's) or a single monitor (TV) up to 1 
remote. Picture quality can be controlled as desired. Satin black metal case with black controls and ices 
coded phono input/output sockets. £38.95 


High quality lightweight mono 
microphone. Colour c 


{> —7 5 Automatic antenna rotator controlled remotely 


to give free, easy, rapid and economical aerial 


— —H: redirectioning. Ideal for TV or FM radio aerials 
where best signals come from different 

o>) <=,. ‘ sources. Comprises two major components: 
- the control unit and the rotator. Provides excel- 


CDb==/—< = —_— is lent performance with optimum signal 


achieved by dialling the exact antenna direc- 


} t=) | aes) i =) iy = 4 a . oe tion. Black controller and gold coloured cast 


metal rotator. Full instructions and mounting 
hardware supplied. 


SEND FOR OUR FULLY wg 
ILLUSTRATED LIST pe S | 
OF ALL LEADS ) F # 


V.H.S. VIDEOS 3 COPY RY BE FORE YO 0 AY ea TIME 
BLOCK-BUSTERS, HORROR, COMEDY, ADULT, ETC. 


| ‘VIDEO BUG BASHER’ 


Qo 
correvarD w= 


GORRECTOR, acl, 


FEATURES: ~ 

* Clean clear pictures from:ALL tapes every time. 

* Defeats ALL Copy guard Systems, U.K. EUROPEAN and AMERICAN. 

%* Mains powered — no batteries to change. 

* Very simple to use — absolutely no adjustments to make. 

* Fully automatic — switches itself ON when video signal is present, and OFF 


P RICES * petal ent ene ane 


START AT £3.99 | * fuli2MontH cuaranree. 


FOR YOUR FULL 10. DAY TRIAL, PHONE OR WRITE TODAY! 


0993-840260 


PRONATIONAL TECHNOLOGY LTD. 


44 BLACK BOURTON ROAD, 


CARTERTON, OXON OX8 3HE 
CALLERS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
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BY FLYING SPOT TELECINE CHANNEL 
FILM 
TO 


—— 
VIDEO SY . 
PROFESSIONAL 
TRANSF ERS VIDEO LABORATORY 
8mm * Super 8mm * 9.5mm * 16mm 
35mm Film * 35mm Slides * PHOTOGRAPHS 
TO VHS — BETA — V8 — V2000 — U-MATIC — 1” CF 


VIDEO CONVERSION .- american, sritisu, FRENCH 


VIDEO & AUDIO DUPLICATION 
AN ACKNOWLEDGED FIRST CLASS 24 HR. SERVICE 
FOR FULL DETAILS AND PERSONAL SERVICE OF 
YOUR IRREPLACEABLE AND PRECIOUS HOME MOVIES 
CALL PATRICIA BLAKEY ON 


0253-725499 (DAY) 0253-712769 (NIGHT) 


OR WRITE TO 
FLINTDOWN CHANNEL FIVE TELEVISION 
Television House 
339 CLIFTON DRIVE SOUTH, 
LYTHAM ST. ANNES FY8 1LP 
(enclosing this advert) 


01-499 7173 


* STANDARDS CONVERSION 
* 8mm CINE TO VHS/BETA 
* VIDEO DUPLICATION ANY FORMAT 
* CAMCORDER HIRE 


—ALL COPIES ON SCOTCH VIDEO TAPE - 


CALL 


MIKE JOHNSON 


MAYFAIR VIDEO LTD 


432, EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON W2 IEA. | 


01-499 7173 Telex: 925886 Fax: 01-262 5131 


DIGITAL VIDEO CONVERSIONS 


BETWEEN x NTSC (USA, CANADA, CARIBBEAN, JAPAN, 
KOREA, TAIWAN, PHILIPPINES) 
SECAM (FRANCE, EASTERN BLOC, NORTH & WEST 
AFRICAN COUNTRIES) 
PAL (U.K., W. EUROPE, AUSTRALIA, N-Z, FAR EAST) 
MESECAM (SAUDI, IRAN, IRAQ) 

* CONVERSION BETWEEN ANY SYSTEM 
featuring AVS6500, the ultimate digital conversion machine. 
Any format, VHS, BETAMAX, VIDEO-8, U-MATIC 
SPECIAL OPENING OFFER THIS MONTH 
%& FREE VIDEO TAPE INCLUDED 


VIDEO DUPLICATION 


From 10-10,000 copies from U-matic, VHS, Beta, Video-8, to 
INDUSTRIAL STEREO VCRs 


% No job too small, fast turn around complete service: 

%* Labelling, 

* Sleeve, 

% Shrink wrapping 

% Duplicated on quality MAXELL — AGFA TAPES. 
Phone for further details. 


01-482 0816 


FAX: 01-267 2139 
MEDIA MAGIC LTD 
UNIT E, 32-34 GORDON HOUSE RD 
LONDON NW5 iLP 
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THE CHEAPEST RATES 
IN THE UK 


AMERICAN (NTSC) VIDEO TAPES 
DIGITALLY CONVERTED TO BRITISH (PAL) 
SYSTEM AND VICE VERSA 
“One of the most impressive examples 
we’ve seen” 

— Which Video — 

Only £9.99p up to 1% hour. £19.95 up to 1 hour, then 
£7.50 every 30 mins. thereafter. Bulk order — 1 hour 
free every ten hours. We can also supply top brand 

tapes needed for the conversion. 
for V.H.S. E180, Beta L750 
for V.H.S. E120, Beta L500 
Add VAT to all prices 
or you can provide your own blanks. 
Postage £1.00 per tape returned. 
Special handling, add £2.00. 
(This includes registered postage and will be assumed unless otherwise stated.) 
SEND YOUR TAPE DIRECT FROM THIS 
ADVERTISEMENT AND PAY LATER C.0.D. 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 
VIDEO CONVERSION CENTRE 
P.O. BOX 312, LONDON SW16 2JF 


‘Cut out this advertisement and send for 
£1.00 discount. 


Kae KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK 


£3.47 
£3.05 
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RELL LETS 


e CONVERSION OF VIDEO RECORDINGS 


Between NTSC (American), PAL (European) and SECAM 
(French) standards. Special rates for home made programmes, 


weddings etc. 


e FILM TO VIDEO TRANSFER standard 8 and Super 8 
e PROFESSIONAL EDIT SUITE 
e EQUIPMENT HIRE Cameras and portable recorders etc. 
@ DUPLICATION PAL, NTSC and SECAM 

01-748 1453 


GLOBE VIDEO SERVICES LIMITED 
192 CASTELNAU LONDON SW13 9DH 


{ = 
GILBERT FILMS LTD est. 1960 


FILM TO VIDEO TRANSFER 
9.5mm % STANDARD 8 % SUPER 
8 % 16mm % 35mm SLIDES & 
FILM STILL PHOTOGRAPHS 


ONTO VHS, BETAMAX, U-MATIC 


ALSO: VIDEO TRANSFERS VHS 
TO BETAMAX & U-MATIC AND 
VICE-VERSA 


Colour Corrections, Film Cleaning Service, 
Full Titling Service, Sound Effects from your 
own material or we supply 
For Further Details: 

TEL: 0234 43250 
38, MILL STREET, BEDFORD MK40 3HD 


LTV 


SPECIALISTS IN DIGITAL CONVERSIONS 
TO AND FROM 


NTSC, PAL & SECAM 
TELECINE 9.5, STANDARD 8, SUPER 8 & 
16mm & 35mm. COMPETITIVE RATES 
TAPE DUPLICATION IN ALL 3 FORMATS 
FAST & FRIENDLY SERVICE 

4 LOCKETS MEWS 


LOCKET RD 

HARROW, MIDDX. HA3 7LY 
01-863 8864 

01-863 8072 

TELEX: 916196 


CINE > VIDEO 


8mm-9.5mm-16mm to VHS/BETA 
ONLY £1.00 per 50 ft. 
(Min. charge £5.00) 
Also slides, prints, titles, duplication of alt 
forms of filming 
FOR QUALITY AT A REALISTIC PRICE 
T.J.F. Video Productions, 


45 Thorn Park Rd., St. Austell, 
Cornwall. (0726) 63755 — anytime. 


Professional 
Video =F 
Productions 


High Quality Filming - Highest Quality VHS Dupli- 
cation and Editing - Colour Correction - Special 
Effects - Computer Graphics - Cine/Photo/Slides 
ransferred to Video 
»»»»vvven» COMPETITIVE RATES «acacaaaaa 
52 Torquay Road, Newton Abbott, 
Devon TQ12 2HY 
Tel: 0626 69656 


A & Ni VIDEO SERVICES 
36 GROVE STREET 
EDINBURGH EH3 8AF 
Telephone: 031 229 8866 


Offer the following services 


CINE TO VIDEO Transfer 


American-Canadian video film transfer from £15 
VHS - Beta & Beta + VHS/VHS - V8 & V8 — VHS 


SPECIAL EVENTS CAPTURED ON VIDEO 
Industrial films made on U-matic for promotional and 
training purposes 


; PTT... La telt'ii-t - 
a ,YOUCE: —at~jalial — 


TETBURY 
~*~ i > Ee <_ 


WORKSHOP 


Home movies to video, 8mm, 9.5mm, 16mm, 
sound, silent, photographs, slides (can mix) 
competitive prices inc VAT. Any size order 
accepted VHS — Betamax — U-matic. 
SEND NOW FOR OUR PRICE GUIDE TO: 
4 NORTHLEAZE, TETBURY, GLOS 
TEL: 0666 52010 


A 


FILMING SERVICES 
Let us transfer your standard/super 8 films 
to VHS or Betamax for ONLY 3p PER 
FOOT, exc. VAT. Also 16mm slides and 
photographs transferred. Plus tape at cost 
and return postage. 

For a professional service at a 
reasonable price, send for details to: 
266 PLUNGINGTON RD,-PRESTON, 
LANCS. PR2 3PR (0772) 715957/749098 


Digital video conversion 


titles and soundtracks. 
Audio duplication. 


CINE TO VIDEO 
Transfer your 8mmv/9.5mm/ 
16mm films to VHS/BETA/8mm 
400ft reel — £23 including 
video tape 
ENS TEMPO VIDEO 
a 


337 Bowes Road, 
London N11 1BA 


01-361 2680 


~ VIDEO DUPLICATING 
VHS -— BETA - U-MATIC 


01-459 6728 


* BEST VALUE IN LONDON * 


24 hour, 7 days a week service 


British PAL, French SECAM, American NTSC to any format, including 
colour and timebase correction, 


Video duplication ... PAL, SECAM, NTSC 
U-Matic, Beta, VHS and Video 8. 


Telecine 16mm, 8mm and slides onto video. Video filming, editing, 


Please phone for advice and quotation 


G.W.B.B. AUDIOVISION 


01-723 5190 
42 LANCASTER GATE, W2 3NA. 


VIDEO CONVERSION 
American (NTSC) British (PAL) French (SECAM) 
onto VHS, Betamax, U-matic, and 1" tape. 


FILM TO VIDEO TRANSFER 


8mm, Super 8mm, and 16mm films 
onto VHS Betamax and U-matic 


AUDIO & VIDEO DUPLICATION 


An unparalleled service at the best possible 
prices. 


. 01-968 8848 
LONDON: 01-960 7337 


SCOTLAND: 0577 63757 


MAIL ORDER: PO BOX 1806 LONDON W10 6BN 


ei The Specialists for 


* DIGITAL STANDARDS CONVERSION 
American (NTSC) to British (PAL) system 
and vice versa 
* SECAM-PAL TRANSCODING 
* DUPLICATION IN PAL & NTSC 
with FREE time base correction 
* 8mm FILM CONVERTED TO VIDEO TAPE 
* LOW LOW RATES »* SAME DAY SERVICE 
* FRIENDLY, HELPFUL STAFF 

Telephone: David Weaver on 


01-870 5558 =m 
VAS, 130 PO pee $W18 5DD. 


From £15. 


VIDEO...£15 PER HOUR OF FILM 


VHS/BETA/VIDEO 8 gy 
& UHMATIC 


™ CLAPPERS VIDEO @ 
PRODUCTIONS = 


HE tf ILLE 


T 
BAM. ew) 
f cesses yfuse 


ALLen Vineo Service 


Standard 8, Super 8 & 9.5mm transferred onto 
VHS or BETA, 400ft £16.80, inc. VAT. Music & 
Video Tape 16mm & 35mm slides also. © 
VHS & LOW BAND EDITING FACILITIES 
BILL ALLEN, THE OLD VICARAGE 
ARCHER PARK, MIDDLETON, 
MANCHESTER M24 4AH. 
Tel: 061 643 8479 


THIS MONTH’S BARGAINS 
RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES 


NP77 For Sony (2amp-HR version of NP55) 

NP22 For Sony arid Sanyo.........0.cecscsscsossessossssevees 

MBSOR PENASONICK s secrecy tics h hcigeteeercoccoscest 
KEWMODE LENS KIT 


14LS100 Tele-Wide Lens Kit x 0.5 x 1.5 including 


Step rings. Cine to VideO Kit ...........ceseesseeeseeenseeeees £54.95 
KEWMODE ADAPTORS 

14TC100 Telecine cine or slide to video kit .............. £32.95 

14TP100 Teleprint colour print to video kit............... £37.95 

14CP100 Camcorder Pod camera mount .............. 


Vidipod OOF 20°70" em 
ANCILLARIES 


V114 VHS Head Cleaners vidios cc. celsetes Siceccecs £ 4.95 
Lens Gare Wits? oo xeeie so ckhh saved nsec ee £ 4.99 
* Specify 46, 49, 52, 55 or 58 mm 


CYTRON 


Barclaycard and Access phone orders 


Call 0293-882369 


Orders by post to P.O. Box 112, 
Crawley, Sussex RH10 3YA 


— Full 1 year guarantee — 
RY — 24 Hour Answerphone Service — 
— All prices include VAT and postage — 


UNIVERSAL 
REMOTE 
CONTROLLER 


THIS STATE OF ART 
REMOTE CONTROL UNIT 
will learn commands of up to 
8 remote control units 


BARCLAYCARD, 


£85.00 + £2.50 p&p 


PROBLEMS WITH 
FM RECEPTION? 


An Omnidirectional FM ANTENNA. that. will 
Hi-Fi QUALITY to your FM RECEPTION 
WORKS OFF 12V/MAINS 


£39.95 + £2.00 p&p 


Please send cheques to? 
ELECTRONICS INTERNATIONAL 
64 GODDINGTON LANE, 
ORPINGTON, KENT BR6 9DY 
TEL: (0689) 75203 
or 0836 718554 


bring 
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JVC GR-C2 CAMCORDER in case with all acces- 

sories plus extra battery pack and car battery 

cord. All in excellent condition. £600 ono. Tel. 
623378, 


SONY PRO CCD-V100E. All accessories plus di- 
rectional mic, two batteries, leads, hard case. All 
mint perfect. £925. My V200 just arrived. Call 01- 
643 3025. 


SONY CCD V50 CAMCORDER. All accessories 
plus spare battery. 2x P590 tapes. £695, no offers. 
Tel. Holyhead 2400, after 8pm Holyhead 2093. 


PANASONIC WJS1EB VIDEO PRODUCTION 
MIXER, unused, boxed, mixes up to two cameras 
with key camera. £390. Tel. Hornchurch (04024) 
46490. 


HITACHI FP-7 PROFESSIONAL CAMERA, 10x 
zoom Genlock, intercom, c/w mains power sup- 
ply, battery adaptor, tripod adaptor, cables etc. 
£1,000, Also JVC HR2650 portable video recorder. 
Features include: Linear stereo, insert edit, audio 
dub, etc. C/w TU 26EK, mains unit/battery charg- 
er, two batteries, I/R remote etc. £275. Tel. Mike 
Lester, 0532 683982. 

PANASONIC WVP F10-E KT200 VIDEO CAMERA 
plus PG6400 recorder, character generator ac 
adaptor and tripod, carrying case. Pristine condi- 
tion, barely used. £3,000 ono. Tel. 0260 271331. 
FANTASTIC SELECTION OF FILMS, adult, Walt 
Disney, horror, new British releases. For a list 
send SAE, Steve Berry, 234 Odessa Road, Forest 
Gate, London, £7. 

SONY V-100, plus case, bits etc. Immaculate, £900 
ov.n.o. or £500 plus EVS700/VED70. Must be 
perfect. Phone 0794 22618 (Romsey) to haggle! 
CANON VC-30E CAMCERA and PANASONIC NV- 
100B portable VCR. Both in very good condition, 
domestic/amateur use. Includes: cases, charger, 
batteries, extras etc. All for £699, but will split. 
VC-30 @ £395, NV-100 @ £350. Details phone: 
Hitchin (0462) 51158. 

FERGUSON POCKET COLOUR TELEVISION inc. 
car adaptor, battery charger and camera monitor 
cable, £150. Altai MLTS10 microphone £15.00. Tel. 
North Wales 0492 640826 evenings. 


PANASONIC NVM7B. Full size VHS camcorder. 9 
months old. Will accept £995.00, R.R.P. £1300. 
Upgrading equipment to S-VHS. Tel. Colchester 
(0206) 868563 anytime. 

PANASONIC VHS EDITING SUITE comprising 2 
x 8500 edit controller, 2 years old, mint condi- 
tion. Offers around £3,500. Best offer secures. 
Tel. (0704) 76336. 

JVC S100E CAMERA CASE. £400. Sony SLF1 
recorder, tuner/timer, 3000P video camera, mains 
adaptor charger, three batteries, case. Plus VHS 
adaptor £375. Tel. 01-870 1473. 


WONDER WOMAN EPISODES WANTED, especi- 
ally WW Il series and any fans of the series 
please write to Lawrence Newman, 33 Coombe 
Gardens, Ensbury Park, B’mouth, BH10 5AG. 
TIMES 2 RANGE EXTENDER (doubler) for JVC 
KY2000, KY1900, S100E. Also these cameras or 
similar wanted. JVC S100E for spares wanted. 
Tel. 0885 483535. 

WANTED. PRIVATE VIDEO SYSTEM 
CAMCORDER MONITOR, complete system or 
separate. Sony profeel and hi-fi stereo video. Can 
collect. Cash. Anywhere. Tel. 0536 510837. 
WANTED. Ist series Matt Houston 1983, Nero 
Wolfe series 1981/2, Noble House 1988. Sue 
Tebbut, 336 London Road, Northend, Portsmouth, 
Hants. 

GRUNDIG VIDEO RECORDER. Super plus or 2080 
model, must be in very good condition and 
working order. Tel. 0782 564202. 

LEEDS. Studio hire + model agency for amateur 
video work + sets props lighting and camera 
hire. S.A.E. for full details. C.V. 11a The Crescent, 
Leeds LS6 2NW. Tel. 0552 789869. 


The best 
place in 
Britain for 
secondhand 
video gear 


What Video February 1989 
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PANASONIC NV180B PORTABLE VIDEO RE- 
CORDER accessories. £475. WJSIE production 
mixer with b/w camera. £395. Canon VC30E cam- 
era. £425. JVC GXN7OE. £395. Tel. evening 0536 
510837. 

JVC BR6200 STEREO PORTABLE r/control, Canon 
R30 (NV180 clone) w/case. Canon VT30 t/timer. 
Canon m/unit. Canon VC20 camera with character 
generator. All excellent condition. Tel. 01-421 
4412. 


PANASONIC WVP200E CAMERA. 8x zoom titles, 
auto focus. £350. NV200 VHSC portable recorder. 
£300. Bosch full size VHS portable plus charger, 
batts and other accessories. Tel. Radnage 3807. 
PHILIPS VLP 700 LASERVIDEODISC PLAYER with 
remote control, £100. Excellent condition, plus 
bonus of 6 LaserVideo discs, Tel. 0920 61339 after 
6pm weekdays. 

JVC, STEREO HI-FI, VHS 725EK, insert-edit. Hardly 
used, Boxed, £350. Tel. Steve (03632) 4981. 
PANASONIC 12x ZOOM LENS for F10 camera, 
£350. Videomatte vision mixer, as new, £295. 
Panasonic WV55E video camera (not a 
camcorder), £240. 12 volt, 100 watt battery light, 
£45. Tel. Rotherham (0709) 372524 and 528413. 
ITT. CAMCORDER VHS-C 1.2 zoom lens, Macro 
Saticon 15 lux manual fade facility, £550. Tel. 
Skelmersdale Lancs 21333 evenings. ra 
CANOM VC30 SEMI-PRO CAMERA. Very slightly 
damaged, performance not affected. £525. M.Inst. 
members less 10%. Flight case included. Tel. 061 
740 4101. 

JVC GXN70E VIDEO CAMERA with case and 
spares. Hardly used. JVC Recorder HR-510EK 
with case battery, and TV510EK tuner, £900 the 
lot or would consider splitting. Tel. 0742 397892. 
SONY TTV8 UB TUNER/TIMER and systems tray 
for CCOV8, £130. JVC TV26EK tuner/timer for 1650 
recorder. Offer (cheap). Tel. Pontypool 0495 
763004. 

FERGUSON 3V20A/3V24 CAMERA AND RE- 
CORDER with tuner and accessories, VGC. £250. 
Ferguson 3V52 portable recorder and tuner, as 
new, £250. Tel. Southport 0704 31576. 
PANASONIC A2 CAMERA. Panasonic NV180 por- 
table video recorder with accessories and flight 
case, £799. Tel. 0272 835729. 

JVC BY110 Professional Three tube camera, ac 
adaptor, three batteries, lead. National Panasonic 
NV180, two batteries and accessories. Bargain. 
£1,750. Will separate. Tel. 0272 835729. 
PANASONIC M7 VHS. Full size, £750. Sony CCD 
90 Pro, £975. Sony CCD 100 Pro, £825. JVC GR45 
VHS-C, £675. Panasonic F10/200 Genlock, £899. 
Sony V8AF, £465. JVC GRC7, £499. All must go, as 
switching to Betacam Pro. Please phone Gavin at 
041-423 6584 anytime. 

MINT CONDITION PANASONIC MSB, case, all 
accessories. Excellent picture sound. Any try out. 
Cost £1,300. Sell £900 ono. Tel. 0784 254429. 
CANON VC-30 CAMERA, 8x zoom gen, £575. 
Canon. VC20 camera + VR10 recorder + VP10 
power supply + 3 batts, £700. Vinanco Processor 
R2044, £125. Tel. 0723 37941. Hardly used. 
PANASONIC ADAPTOR VW-Z180E. Connects 
NV180 etc to NV100 tuner/timer. New, £30. 
Hitachi-Denshi GP61 semi-pro camera. Cost £600. 
Hardly used. £150. Tel. 0737 354692 (Surrey). 
PANASONIC A2 CAMERA plus NV180 portable 
VHS recorder, 42hr battery belt, directional rifle, 
microphone, Sansui VX99 processor. £1,200 the 
lot or will split. Tel. 0554 890793. 

PANASONIC F10/100, little used, £850. Fuji 
P300AF camcorder equivalent Sony CCDV30 also 
little used. C/w case, batteries etc, £500. Tel. 01- 
303 12370 (London). 


PROFESSIONAL 3 TUBE COL CAMERA. Hitachi 
FP15 600 lines resolution, 10:1 zoom. Superb 
picture quality. Full lens, remote kit, cost £4,500 
new. Exc cond. £2,500. Triangle RGB converter. 
After Genlock unit word. Tel. 061 723 5564. 


COMPLETE TITLING AND ANIMATION PACKAGE 
for your video productions. Commodore Amiga- 
Plus-col monitor 2/2 meg, exp memory, 2nd disc 
drive, professional gen lock software: pro video, 
page flipper, TV show, Dpaint I!. Cost £3,000, will 
accept £1,900. Tel. 061 723 5564. 


JVC GR45 CAMCORDER 4 months old. Mint, 
boxed, spare battery, tapes, £800. Tel. 0296 24206. 


OLYMPUS VX303E CAMERA, Olympus VC103B 
recorder (same as Panasonic NV180B), Olympus 
tuner, 3 battery packs, filter kit, 2 hard carry 
cases. Complete outfit. Only £900. Tel. (0502) 
582761. 


COMPLETE VIDEO BUSINESS, home production 
console, colour monitor, portable recorders, 
Panasonic F10 camera, other cameras, fluid head, 
tripod, lights, batteries, etc. Can separate. Tel. 
Thatcham 67386. 


PANASONIC MX10 MIXER, £1,235. Panasonic 
F10-200 camera, £1,400. Panasonic AG6400 porta- 
ble VHS recorder, £1,050. As new. Tel. 01-848 
1290. 


SONY EVS700 DIGITAL PCM, 8mm VCR. 62hrs 
use only. Pristine condition inc free tapes, £393 
ono. Poss PX for SLF950 or VHS-HIiFi. Tel. 0469 
75580. Humberside. 


PIONEER PX7 COMPUTER. Super impose onto 
video, with titles and ART software. Word Pro, 
Home Budget, Database and many games. Price 
new, £400. Yours £200. Tel. Milton Keynes 677176. 


PANASONIC CAMERA WVP-FI0E portable video 
cassette recorder. NV-180 tuner VT-30, timer, 
compact power adaptor, 2 CA30 battery. Still in 
boxes, little used. £1,295 ono, Tel, 01-360 4318. 


SONY CAMCORDER CCDV200, case, DSM, bat- 
tery, belt, w/angle lens, two shotgun mikes, 12V 
adaptor kit, various filters. Very little used. Owner 
updating. £1,900 ono. Tel. 0273 777201. 


PHILIPS N1700 BLANK VIDEO TAPES. Sealed, 
£10 each. Philips 22AV5530 a/v adaptor wanted. 
Must be perfect order. Adam Mills, PO Box 522, 
Glasgow G32 8RH. 


PANASONIC WJ-MX 10 PRODUCTION MIXER, 
two JVC professional portable recorders VHS. 
Model BR 6200E. The best portable ever. Twin 
audio dolby NR. Backspace edit, insert edit, audio 
dub, audio mix, frame advance. Heavy duty 
leather cases, 6 NPB1 batteries. Wireless remote 
control, AA-P26EK mains power adaptor/char- 
gers. Car cord. All immaculate. List £3,797 sell 
£2,500. Selling due to super VHS ‘upgrade. Tel. 
0981 540262 day or night. 


FANTASTIC SELECTION OF FILMS, adult, Walt 
Disney, horror, new British releases. For a list 
send an S.A.E. Steve Berry, 234 Odessa Road, 
Forest Gate, London E7. 


PIONEER CCD VE-M800 CAMCORDER (Sony 
V8AF clone). Detachable viewfinder, zoom mic, 
close up lens, 3 batteries and all accessories, 
£670. Tel. Tunbridge Wells 0892 24081. 


SONY V7N8 ACCESSORIES. NP-22 batteries, 
VCT-80 shoulder brace, RM-84 wired remote 
control, ECM-Z200 rifle microphone, weather- 
proof cover. Tel. 0573 23242 after 6pm. 


PX7 COMPUTER TITLES. Put titles or pictures 
imposed on your video. Ideal for wedding titles. 
£135. Tel. 01-735 1191. 


PANASONIC F10-100 AG6400 with 2 batteries, 
charger, case. Used once. Still boxed. £2,300. Tel. 
0784 (Staines) 243646. 


PROFESSIONAL VIDEO CAMERA JVC BY110 with 
microphone, cable and flight case. Mint condition. 
Bargain, £2,025. Tel. 01-361 2539 evenings/ 
weekends. 


HITACHI PORTABLE sold in UK as Galaxy. Has 4” 
colour monitor inbuilt. Comes with ac adptr, 2 
batts, charger, wired rem control, does insert 
edits, audio bug, sound on sound, instr bk. A 
golden oldie. Bargain at £399.95. Buyer to collect. 
Upgrading to S VHS. Jim. Call between 8.30am- 
3.30pm Mon-Fri. Tel. 272 3070 Ext 4232. 


SONY 6-INCH MONITOR—TV. Model number 
KV-6000. Mains/battery/pal/secam, video in-out, 
auto tuning. Perfect condition. £300. Tel. Gary on 
Welwyn 7379 evenings. 

FERGUSON VIDEOSTAR-C COMPACT SYSTEM 
3V40 colour camera and portable recorder with 
VA260, VA261, VA265, VA267, VA270 and various 
cables. £450. Tel. 0492 48948. 

PANASONIC M3. Full size camcorder. Excellent 
condition with holdall and accessories. £650. 
Phone 0604 769819. 


PANASONIC M5 CAMCORDER. Mint condition. 4 
hours recording/playback, autofocus, fade, strap, 
battery, charger, mains adaptor, case. £850. Tel. 
01-560 7424 eve w/ends. 

PANASONIC WJMX10 MIXER, used three times. 
Still boxed. For sale due to bereavement. £1100. 
Telephone 0782 265947. 

SONY BETAMAX CAMERA OUTAIT. HVC 2000P 
recorder SL3000VB tuner, TT3000VB charger. 
Only fifty hours use. £400 ono. Tel.{ Ferring) 0903 
501819. 

JVC GXN70 CAMERA, portable stereo recorder 
(2650) hr tuner-timer, carry case, DVC, M2500 
zoom, mike, camera extension cable. Little used. 
Excellent condition (boxed). £850. Tel. 0670 
815071. 


JVC GXN70E VIDEO CAMERA x8 zoom, 
autofocus, ac adaptor, excellent condition. Still 
under guarantee. £475 ono. Tel. 061 872 7275. 
PANASONIC NVM5S full size VHS camcorder. 
Many extras. Mint condition. Exchange for 
Panasonic F10 200 or F10-100 + cash. £900 ono. 
Tel. 07456 7442 evenings/weekends. 

U-MATIC TAPES, guaranteed used once only. 
KCS20 10 for £25. KCA60 10 for £20. Canon VR30 
recorder, Panasonic WVP200, both not working. 
Offers? Tel. Exeter (0392) 213948. 

PRIVATE COLLECTOR HAS HOME MADE VHS 
TAPES for sale. £15 each or send blank tape plus 
£3 for sample copy. 5 Munro Drive, London N11 
3LY. 

SONY SLH950 SUPERBETA. The ultimate domes- 
tic editing recorder. Mint condition, upgraded to 
U-Matic, hence the sale of this machine. £600. 
Tel. 0443 208245 evenings, weekends. 


SONY V100 PRO 8. New, £850. Sony SLFI comp, 


£250. JVC GXNSE camera, £250. Tel. 021-778 4427. 


JVC BY-110 3 tube camera, 4 x 2 AH, batteries, 
mains, charger, 3 leads, 1” viewfinder, 2 x 3” 
studio viewfinder. Excellent condition. £1,400. Tel. 
01-505 6413. 


FERGUSON FV14T HI-FI VIDEO RECORDER, 4 
heads, 2 speed rec, perfect still, remote pro- 
gramme LCD, transmitter, variable play back 
speed. Six months old. As new, £595. Tel. 04027 
51508. 

CANOVISION VME1 CAMCORDER, spare battery 
and charger, directional microphone, RF unit. 
Excellent condition, hardly used. £600. Tel. 01-302 
7198 (evenings). 


SONY CCDV30 CAMCORDER, hard case, two 
batteries, 18 mths old, hardly used. Complete 
with battery charger and TV leads. £590 ono. Tel. 
061-477 5778. Manchester. 


PANASONIC G1 SEMI PRO CAMERA. 12x! zoom, 
caption generator, genlock. VGC, £600. Hitachi 
GP7K colour video camera in flight case. Big and 
old but works well, £95. Viscount 1107 vision 
mixer, 3 channels, mix, wipe and key input. £200. 
Contact Andy Wall, Thanet (0843) 227561 daytime, 
(0843) 597436 evenings. 


PANASONIC NV-200 C-FORMAT PORTABLE - 


VIDEO RECORDER, + two batteries, charger-AC 
adaptor, NV-C12 car-cord and weather-proof 
jacket. £285 ono. Tel. Wisbech (0945) 587437. 


PANASONIC NVMC5 CAMCORDER, only thre 
hours use, six months old, Cost £1,250, take 
ono. Tel 01-574 6877 after 6pm. Middlesex. 


JVC CAMCORDER AUTO-F 6x zoom STD-accesso- 
ries, flight case. Little used, only £599. Wanted: 
Panasonic Super Sony Pro 200 or Bauer Bosch 
full-size camcorder GRC1 viewfinder. Offers. 
Evenings. Leicester. Tel. 0533 767791. 

JVC COLOUR TV/MONITOR CX-60GB, mains or 
battery, excellent resolution, ideal video monitor 
etc. Accepts Secam/Pal. Very compact. Mint. 
Cost £295, accept £175. Windsor. Tel. (0753) 
862983. 

SHARP 3 TUBE VIDEO CAMERA. New, never 
used, several years old. 5” monitor, zoom focus, 


_ handle controlled, mains/battery. 10 times zoom 


lens. £1,800. Tel. 0885 483535, 


SONY HVC-3000P COLOUR CAMERA, hard case 
+ Sony VHS adaptor lead + 10mtr extension 
lead. £180. Tel. 0278 683 929 after 6.30pm. 


SONY CCDV30 CAMCORDER as new, £575. 6BC 
b/w video camera, lightweight, £25. Panasonic 
TR565G hi-fi tuner incorporating b/w 6inch moni- 
tor, £30. Tel. 0704 (Southport) 75437. 


SONY CCDV200 VIDEO 8. Sony EVC8 recorder. 
Panasonic F10/200 camera. JVC GR45(C) camera. 
All brand new. Also s/hand camcorders. Tel. 01- 
346 9085. 10-10pm inc w/ends. 

CANON VME1 VIDEO CAMERA, very little used, 
battery, two tapes, hard case, excellent condi- 
tion. £695. Philips VLP700 remote control 
Laservision player, mint ‘condition: £95. Tel. 
047283 8068. 

SONY SLC9, new heads and remote, perfect 
condition. £130. Akai VK2, recent service. £130 or 
£250 for both. Tel. Basingstoke 0256 841459. 
FERGUSON PORTABLE VIDEO. Camera 3V20A. 
Recorder 3V24. Tuner 3V28. Remote control, 
battery, cables, instruction books. Rarely used. 
£345. Tel. 0780 51345. 

THOMSON VIDEO PROJECTOR, model TVPO1, 
only used for 10 hrs, brilliant picture. Retails for 
over £3,500. £1,800 ono. Tel. 0502 713942. 

JVC $100 VIDEO CAMERA with 30 foot extension 
cable. VGC, £500. Sharp VC-220N compact cas- 
sette portable recorder with mains adaptor/ 
charger plus tapes. VGC, £120. Tel. 01-624 9556. 
CANON VR30 RECORDER, tuner, charger, plus 
VMS200 autofocus camera. Extras include bat- 
tery, remote control, etc. Excellent condition, 
boxed. Cost £1,400, sell £650. Tel. Camberley 
(0276) 35561. : 
JVC BY110 3-TUBE PROFESSIONAL CAMERA. 
Excellent condition, inc MK50 microphone, 14-10 
pin lead, case, £1,950. U-Matic cassettes, 60 min, 
£4 each. Tel. (0734) 733018. 

PANASONIC M5 CLONE CAMCORDER, complete 
with fitted case. Used twice. Sell £800 ro ex- 
change for Sony GO video 8 pro 100 or PRO200. 
Cash either way. Tel. 0670 860853. 
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SELLING OR BUYING secondhand 
video gear? Use our Reader 
Bargains section — just £3.75 for u 
B 25 words (one facertion| 
mplete the form in BLOCK 
CAPITALS (include your cote! 
phone number or idelinadl, make 
your cheque/P.O. payable to ‘WV 
Publications Ltd’, and send to: 
Reader Classified, What Video, 57- 
59 Rochester Place, London NW1 
9JU. March Copy Date: Jan 6. 
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ACCORDING TO a year-long 
BBC survey of 180,000 viewers, 
their number one complaint is 
boring programmes! Fifteen per 
cent of those viewers with a 
grievance cited dull programmes; 
14 per cent thought there was 
too much sex (?!) on the telly; 13 
per cent complained about bad 
language; another 13 per cent 
moaned about violence, and 12 
per cent thought that too many 
unsuitable programmes were 
transmitted before the nine 
o'clock watershed. 

Only one per cent of those 
polled thought that there were 
too many repeats... 

Although the ramifications of 
the Government's white paper on 
the future of broadcasting 
continue to echo around the 
corridors of power, its proposal 
that the ITV companies be forced 
to adopt the new monicker 
Channel 3 is unlikely to be 
realised. It would seem that ITV 
will remain ITV for some time to 
come... 

Professional production 
company CVG Television has 
adopted the S-VHS format for 
location shooting in Third World 
countries. It says that where 
portability matters more than 
absolute picture quality, there is 
no competition for the price... 

If you've been watching 
Granada TV's On The Big Hill 
show, you'll have seen a good 
deal of domestic tape footage, 
this time shot on the Video 8 
system. The programme, which 
details an attempt to climb Everest 
by a new route, consisted of 
around 10 per cent of 8mm 
camcorder footage. 

General scenery was shot on 
film, but 8mm was taken to 
record the final ascent of the 
mountain, after the pro Granada 
TV crew had bailed out. With 
weight at a premium on the 
ants the climbers had selected 
two M8 Handycams and two 
CCD-V90 models for the test. 

But how did the domestic 
machines perform? 

‘In the severe windchill, the 
colours broke up, but the 
cameras eventually settled 
down,’ said a climber, speaking 
to trade paper Television Week. 
‘They were certainly worth taking. 
You can get an hour on cassette, 
whereas an hour's worth of film 
would require ten rolls weighing 
goodness knows what... 


~ SUPER VHS tape may be more 
susceptible to wear and tear 
than regular VHS tape. That's the 
theory of Fuzuko Itoh, general 
engineering manager of TDK’s 
magnetic tape marketing. 
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REMEMBER THE bride’s parents who were so upset at the lousy 
wedding video that they invited all the guests back for Take Two? WHAT 
VIDEO readers John and Jan Driscoll, who run Professional Video 
Productions in Newton Abbot, helped out Kent-based Phoenix Video 
Productions on the re-shoot with their Panasonic F10/AG6400 VHS 
system. Here they flank Claire and Michael Narramore after the happy 
couple’s ‘second mariage’. (Picture: Robert Excell, LBIPP, Torquay 
212377.) 


Writing in the American 
Television Digest, he suggests 
that the smaller video head gap 
of S-VHS VCRs may lead to 
unexpected long-term tape 
problems. 

To avoid more frequent 
dropouts, S-VHS tape 
formulations have an ultra- 
smooth surface, but this lets 
record and playback heads 
penetrate more deeply into a 
tape’s magnetic coating, which 
leads to early decay. 

Still in America: camera 
specialist Chinon has introduced 
a remarkable new full-size VHS 
camcorder that might change 
the face of videography. 


Sherry Arnett, Playboy’s first 
video centrefold. 


Its new CV-T65 model 
features a lin. colour LCD 
viewfinder and a built-in 
speaker, to allow both sound and 
colour vision to be replayed ‘in- 
the-field’, It also has an onboard 
character generator with full 
typewriter-style QWERTY 
keyboard onboard, with a 29 
page title memory. There's no 
news at the moment of a UK 
release... 

However, what has had a 
release in the UK is the Playboy 
video collection — and we had 
the opportunity of chatting with 
Playmate Sherry Arnett (some 
babe — Dep Ed.), here to 
publicise the launch of Playboy's 
1989 Video Playmate Calendar, 
a tasteful £14.99 worth of stylish 
glam. 

Sherry told us that video is 
now the Playboy empire’s main 
area of growth, far outstripping 
sales of the magazine itself... 

Still with glamour stars, new 
boy lan MacQuillin’s run of bad 
luck with video presentations 
continues. 

Having enticed his girlfriend 
into seeing 9/2 Weeks at an 
independent cinema, the venue 
in question turned out to be a 
smallish video projection house, 
and the tape quite possibly not a 
first generation copy. 

As a result Kim Basinger’s body 
was frequently obscured by bars 
of noise, and ultimately a mid-film 
breakdown. Then, during the 
‘artistically justified’ love-making 
scene in the clock tower, the 
video inexplicably slipped into 
fast forward, proving a thorough 
anti-climax... 


ARE YOU a videographer based 
in Cork? Want to lear more 
about film and video? Then why 
not contact the Cork Youth 
Video and Film Company — 
created in 1980, it’s a resource 
group offering advice, 
encouragement and the free use 
of equipment where required. 
Write to them at Croppy Boy 
House, Fairhill, Cork, Ireland, for 
more details... 

Congratulations to G Steel and 
D Parkin for winning the Templar 
Trophy for best video film in the 
latest international film and 
video competition run by the 
Scottish Association of 
Moviemakers. 

Their entry, Scotch Mist, was 
an animated comedy about the 
Loch Ness Monster. And why 
not... 

At long last the Videophone is 
coming. Panasonic's industrial 
arm is expected to launch a 
videophone with a 4.5in. screen, 
which will display still pictures, in 
the summer. It will connect to 
standard telephone plugs, and 
will sell for (just) £200... 


One of the dafter ideas to 
emerge this month is the TV brick. 
New Scientist magazine reports 


that a patent has been filed for a 
throwable brick, designed to turn 
the TV off or on. 


The spongy square will 
contain a battery-powered radio 
transmitter which emits a yelp 
when it connects with a solid 
object. A receiver box, 
connected between the TV and 
the mains supply, detects this 
electronic cry and switches off the 
set. 
Soon, we really will be able to 
lob something at the TV screen 
when a programme offends. Isn't 
technology marvellous... 

Finally, an interesting press 
release w into the office 
from Globe Video Services, the 
tape standards conversion 
people. It warns against sending 
video cassettes in standard ‘Jiffy’ 
bags podded with fibrous disly 

ing. 

In Globe's experience these 
containers are easily punctured, 
releasing all the padding. This 
invariably finds its onto the 
tape itself — potentially causing 
dropout and video head 
clogging. 

Globe Video recommends 
that only plastic bubble or foam 
lined envelopes be used when 
sending video cassettes through 
the post. 

The moral of this is clear. Avoid 
dusty stuffing whenever possible. 

Till next month — oh, and a 
Happy New Year to you all O 
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THE LATEST INNOVATION 


— IN HOME-MOVIE MAKING FROM AMERICA 


How to edit your home 
movies with one finger! 


SCENE START 


\ PLAY FE 
"CUE TAPEPOSITION 
SCENE DURATION 


V STOP 


(camcorder tapes, for instance). Using the remote 
control and menus, you'll copy the tape into your 
home library. You'll give each scene a name, and 
mark its beginning and end. 


es, 
turn your home 
movies into polished 
productions. All you 
need is a Camcorder 
and a standard VCR 
with infra-red remote 
control and of course, 
your TV (works with all formats 
including VHS, BETA, 8mm Super 
VHS, Ed Beta). 


DirectED is simple to use. Connect it 
to a remote control VCR and your 
Camcorder, or alternatively to a pair 
of VCR's. Then armed with your re- 
mote control handset you simply key 
in your instructions choosing from 
the extensive on-screen menu (as 
shown above) and DirectED does the 
rest! 


With DirectED, you can select the 
best scenes from one or more original 
tapes, arrange them in any order, add 
special effects, graphics and titles and 
create a finished production. 


DirectED will 


CREATE FINISHED 
PRODUCTION 
You can preview and adjust the 
production, DirectED will 
generate the video. It will copy 
scenes from the original 
tape to a blank tape, 
positioning the tape so 
everything comes out 
in the right order. 


CREATE A 
STORYBOARD 


Next, you'll select the scenes you want, in any 
order and add titles, graphics, and special 
effects. You can add, delete, and move 
scenes and effects without knowing where 
they are on the tape — the system keeps 
track of the details! 


EEEMspone — SeScene: Play time for Anne 
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To discover the extent of what you 
can achieve with the amazing 
DirectED, your personal edit suite, 
will take some time but be patient! 
It’s well worth it. 

DirectED, has on-screen instruc- 
tions which tell you which button 
to push, plus each unit comes 
complete with a FREE instruction 
video, director’s manual and there’s 
even a ‘Help’ key on the handset! 


So if you’d like to make profes- 
sional quality home movies call 
into your nearest video dealer or 
contact Lamba Electronics on 

for a list of your 
nearest stockist. 


V9 VIDEONICS 


Lamba Hlectronics are sole UK 
distributors of DirectED. 
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Whatever you need - whether it's video 


tape for professional applications, ordinary VHS 
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_ to.catch that late film or sporting event, or VHS-C 
for your camcorder, JVC has the tape to fit your 

: special requirements. 
‘i well as the advanced technology to 
increase tape durability and runnability — the 


kind of innovation you'd expect from JVC, the 


inventors of VHS. 
So if you can't afford mistakes, cover it with 
JVC. Both at home and in the office, JVC has it 


taped. 


FOUNDERS OF THE FUTURE 


FLOPPY DISKS + AUDIO/VIDEO ACCESSORIES - HI-FI MIDI SYSTEMS - HI-Fl COMPONENTS - PORTABLE AUDIO - C 
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JVC's full range of magnetic tape products. 
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